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A TESTIMONY 


FROM THE A 
MONTHLY MEETING or PROVIDENCE | 
| CONCERNING —© p 


JOB SCOTT. 


UR' beloved friend Job Scott was born in 
Providence the 18th of roth month 175, new 
ſtyle, in that part of it now North-Providence.'His 
arents were John and Lydia Scott, who gave him 
Fach opportunities as, through his turn for lit 
improvement, he acquired. both a competent ſhare of 
common ſchool learning, and made ſome progreſs in 
ſome other branches of literature. 


In his young years it appears, that by diſregard- 
ing the Res. © of inſtruction, manifeſted in bis 
own mind, he was drawn into vanity, diſſipation 
and folly. Repeated and great were his conflicts be- 
tween his depraved propenſities and the convictions 
of truth, but the latter humbling and melting his 
heart into contrition, he was gracioufly favoured to 
ſee the evil of his ways, and the deſtruction which 
awaited him if he did not reject the Tempter, för- 
ſake his wicked companions, and turn to the Lord 
in obedience to his holy law written in his heart; 
until at length he ſo learned obedience by the things 
which he ſuffered, that he gave up to the operations 
of the ſpirit of Chriſt upon him, in the faith of its 
divine, reſtraining, preſerving and ſanctifying power, 
and therein experienced the conſolation of his hea- 
venly Father's love. | 

1141 

Being thus humbled under the various turnings of 
the Lord's hand upon him, and clearly convinced 
of the 2 and efficacy of the diſtinguiſhing prin- 
ciple of our holy profeſſion, viz. the light of Chriſt 


within man, 2s God's gift for his ſalvation; he re- 
queſted the care, and became a member of the 
monthly meeting of Smithfield, then extending to 


Providence; 
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Providence; and being of ſtrong and ready abilities, 
and his mind improved and 5 brow by the ſancti- 
fying power of Truth, he was enabled, and zealouſly 
and very uſefully diſpoſed for the promotion of the 
cauſe of righteouſneſs in which he was engaged, 


Having in the ſchool of Chriſt meaſurably learn- 
ed the myſtery of the fall and reſtoration of man, 
and to underſtand the ſcriptures, and pertinently to 
apply them, he was brought under the preparing hand 
of the Lord for the work of the miniſtry, under 
which diſpenſation his ſoul was deeply baptized, and 


brought under 2 ſympathy with ſeeking ſouls, 


who were travailing in birth that Chriſt might be 
formed in them, to whom he was at times and ſea- 
ſons enabled powerfully to adminiſter encouragement 
and conſolation. Thus for ſeveral years, (as well as 
letters and epiſtles, for which he was eminently 
| with inſtructive and edifying talents,) he la- 
red for the promotion of the cauſe of truth, 
now become precious in his fight; and about the 
23d year of his age he appeared in the miniſtry at a 
blick meeting in Providence, expreſſive of the de- 
fire of his ſoul, that Sion might ariſe and ſhake her- 
felf from the duſt of the earth, and put on her beautiful 


Ferre The gravity in which he appeared, the 


mpathy which was felt, and the ſolemnity of that 
ſeaſon, are refreſhingly remembered by ſome to the 
preſent day. 


At this time he taught a ſchool in Providence, in 
which employ he continued for ſeveral years, and 
afterward in Smithfield, much to the ſatisfaction of 
his employers, and the children and youth under his 
care, whoſe confidence and affections he very yene- 


rally gained and preſerved, to ſome of whom. his 


memory is yet precious, In his attendance of all . 


our religious meetings, and in the various duties of 
private life, as well as in the relations of ſon, huſ- 


band, parent and neighbour, he was truly exemplary. 
His appearance in the miniſtry was not very frequent 
when at home, and he was frequently led into an 


- ample of filence when abroad, circumſpe&t not to 


miniſter 


Jon Scorr v 


miniſter without freſh anointing, and careful in at- 
tending cloſely to the turnings of the key of David; 
well knowing when that ſhuts, none can open, and 
therefore, when he perceived his ſubject to clole and 
the life withdraw, however clear his opening, and free 
the ſpring of life had been at his beginning, he would 
ſuddenly fit down, however in the croſs; for he had 
a teſtimony to bear againſt all ſuperficial and lifeleſs 
miniſtry, and very exemplarily avoided it. | 


His firſt viſit abroad was to the northerly parts of 
the yearly meeting of New-York, which proved a 
ſeaſon of cloſe probation and conflict of mind, yet 
endeavouring to attend to the pointings of duty from 
place to place, he was, as appears by his certificates, 
favoured to return with the 5 of thoſe he 
viſited; and by a proſpect which it appears he had, 
as he was returning home, not wholly unlike the 
apoſtle Paul's; 2 Cor. xii. he was ſtrengthened to 
5 in a dedication of heart to the Lord 
or in this luminous and extatic proſpect, it appear 
to him, that all his corruptions and ſpots were made 
clean before the Lamb, and he made to partake of 
the conſolations and joys of the heavenly hoſt; yet 
like the apoſtle, he had ſoon to experience a thora 
in the fleſh, leſt he ſhould be exalted above meaſure, 
and even the meſſenger of Satan was permitted to 
buffet him; but he beſought the Lord for his pre- 
ſervation, and received the conſoling anſwer of * my 
grace is ſufficient for thee; for my ſtrength is made 
perfect in weakneſs.” Thus buffeted, tried and 
tempted, he had to tread in the ſteps of the great 
apoſtle and his dear Lord and Maſter, and thereby be- 
came more perfefted through ſufferings. 214 


He afterwards viſited New-York, New-Jerſey, and 
Pennſylvania twice, and once the Southern ſtates as 
tar as Georgia, returning certificates of the approba- 
tion of thoſe he viſited, among whom we have good 
reaſon to believe he has left many ſeals of his goſpel 
miniſtry, and impreflions of near and dear unity and 
fellowſhip with him as a brother beloved, as well in 
theſe as in other parts of one own yearly — 
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He alſo viſited ſome part of the ſtate of Connecticut, 
| and had meetings among thoſe not of our ſociety. 
| Soon after which a proſpect, that for ſome years be- 
| fore had opened to his view, of vifiting Great-Britain 
* and Ireland, had ſo ripened on his mind, as to induce 

| him to open the ſame to his friends for their concur- 
| rence and certificate. In the ninth month, 1792, he 
i received one from this monthly meeting, and alſo one 
i in the tenth month from our quarterly meeting for 
"7 Rhode-Ifland. On the 26th of the 11th month he 

| took a ſolemn leave of his Family and Friends at 
1 home, and failed from Boſton the 5th of the 12th 
i month,for Dunkirk in France. On the paſſage the ſhip 

4 ſprung a leak, and had a ſevere gale of wind; but it 
appears this our friend was preſerved, refigned and 
ſtayed through all,” while the mariners on board 
were toſſed with amazement and terror; correſpond- 
ing with a proſpect which he received and recorded 
in his journal left at home, about twelve months be- 
fore he failed, on a view of which a ſtriking evi- 
dence is thereby raiſed, that prophecy, or communi. 
cation to the mind of future events, has not ceaſed; 
but that the Lord ſtill continues graciouſly to open 
his viſions of light to his devoted ſervants by way of 
pointing to duty, forewarning of events, and guiding 
the mind through them, in confirmation of divine 
ſuperintendance, and their faith in his gracious ap- 
pearance. | 


He arrived at Dunkirk the 5th of the 1ſt month, 
and after tarrying there about ten days, much to his 
own and friends ſatisfaction, proceeded to England, 
taking ſome meetings in Kent, went to London, at- 

. tended the different meetings in that city, then into 
Wales, and attended the ſeveral monthly and quarterly 
meetings, and the yearly meeting at Carmarthen,thence 
to Briflol, and, returning to London, attended the 
yearly meeting there, who, in their epiſtle to ours, 
ak of him in a very ſatisfactory manner. He 
Rs went to Liverpool, taking meetings in his way, 
and ſo paſſed over to Ireland, and viſited alt the 
meetings of Friends and ſome of other ſocieties there ; 
attended the national half-year's meeting in Dublin ; 


| and, 
ED 


- Jos Scorr. BORE. vii 


and, while viſiting a few meetings a ſecond time, he 
was täken ill of the ſmall-pox, at the houſe of our 
friend Elizabeth Shackleton, in Ballitore, from whence' 
he dictated a letter on the 14th of the 11th month, 
to his relations and friends; out of which, and an 
account taken by the Friends who attended him, we 
extract the 1 he ſays, I am now twenty- 
eight Iriſh miles from Dublin, entered five days 
© into the ſmall pox; 1 feel eaſieſt to addreſs you 
© principally, that you may know my mind enjoys 
that which removes beyond all ſorrow.” Of his 
children he ſays, I wiſh them to get a little more 
© learning than ſome of them are at preſent in the 
* way of; and although 1 do not wiſh much of the 
world's poliſh, yet it is, at this awful moment, my 
deſire that they may not be brought up with much 
ruſticity, for this I believe has not very often con- 
* tributed either to civil or religious uſefulneſs. My 
« defire for my children's ſubſtantial growth in the 
© truth, and ſtrict adherence to all its diſcoveries. to 
 * to the cloſe of their days, is by far my principal 
* wiſh for them. Out of the enjoyment of a 

degree of this precious inheritance, I know of 
nothing in this world worth living for. Ye that 
know it, ſuffer nothing I. moſt cordially beſeech 
you, ever to divert your minds from an increaſing 
and fervent purſuit after the fulneſs of it; even 
* unto the meaſure and ſtature of the fulneſs of 
* Chriſt.” At another time he ſaid, * My - fpirits are 
under little or no depreſhon ; perhaps I neyer ſaw 
© a time before, when all things not criminal; were 
© ſo nearly alike to me in point of any diſturbance 
to the mind. When 1 yu a little towards ſleep, 
J am all afloat, from the ſtate of my nerves, and 
forced immediately from beginning repoſe; hut 
through all, the ſoul ſeems deeply anchored in 
God: adding, My heart ſeems melted within me 
in retroſpective view; all the former conflicts, 
© however grievous in their time, are lighter now 
than vanity, except as u ſeen to have 
contributed largely to the ſanctification of the ſoul; 


as they are er,! with awfulneſs and grati- 
f | a 3 Xa! | 


tude 


* 
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* tude before Him who has not been wanting to pre- 
* ſerve through them all; and as they ſeem likely to 
introduce, before long, an exceeding and eternal 
* weight of glory.” At another time he ſaid, * It is 
* the Lord that enables to coincide with his will, 
and ſay amen to all the trials and conflicts he per- 
* mits to attend us. My mind is centred in that 
* which brings into perſect acquieſcence, There is 
* nothing in this world worth being enjoyed out of 
the divine will.” 


He gave directions, that if he ſhould go hence, 
-every thing about his interment ſhould be plain and 
ſimple; expreſſed his entire reſignation to divine diſ- 
— ; and that he found nothing to ſtand between 
him and the Fountain of everlaſting love. At ano- 
ther time ſaid, * I have no fear, for perfect love caſt- 
eth out all fear, and he that feareth is not perfected 
in love.“ His ſtomach refuſing all nouriſhment, 
and a hiccough coming on, he ſaid, Do not force 
nature, let me paſs quietly away to the eternal in- 
© heritance.* Soon after ſaid, I am waiting patiently 
© to ſee the falvation of God—do you wait patiently 
with me—I have no defire, nor the ſhadow of a 
« defire, to be reſtored—I hope the doors will ſoon 
find that they have done their part.“ To one he 
faid, Thy being here has been an inexpreſlible 
_ * ſatisfation to me.“ Afterwards ſaid, I have known 
* ſomething of that law of love whereby all boaſting 
is entirely excluded; but I may ſay, through that 
* which has ſupported me under all the trials and 
conflicts which have attended my paſſage through 
life, to you my beloved friends, as to dear children, 
Follow me as I have endeaveured to follow Chriſt 
+ Jeſus, the Lord of life and glory, and the Rock of 
'« my eternal ſalvation.” We omit many other 9 
and inſtructive expreſſions of our beloved friend, 
which he uttered during his illneſs and till near his 
_ cloſe, left this teſtimony ſhould extend beyond its 
proper limits. He quietly departed this life the 
224 of the rith-month, 1793, at the houſe of our 
-- aforeſaid friend Elizabeth Shackleton, at Ballitore, in 

Ireland; and we doubt not finiſhed his courſe. with 


joy, 


Jes Scovr ix 


oy, and is entered into the place of his reſt, where 
Ws.” hteous ſhine forth as Fa fun, in the kingdom of 
their Father - | b e 

Signed in and on behalf of ſaid monthly meet- 


Bar HoLvDen, Clerks. 
| LyDia ARNOLD, 


A Teftimony from the national half-year's meeting of Friends 
in Ireland ' concerning Fob Scott, late of Providence, 
. in the flate of Niall Nana, Sc. in America. 


T T baving pleaſed the Almighty to call, from works 
I to rewards, this our beloved friend, we feel our 
minds engaged to. give forth a teſtimony concerning 
bim. e 27 5) „ n. | 
From genuine marks evinced in the courſe of his 
religious ſervices, we believe him to have been an 
inſtrument fitted and prepared by the great Mafter, 
through deep and repeated baptiſm, for ufe and ſer- 
vice in his church mititant ; called and ſent forth by 
the immediate inflaences of his ſpirit to publiſh the 
goſpel; and being preſerved in an eminent degree, 
carefully attentive to the leadings thereof, the 'word 
of the Lord through him was often as a fire and as 
* a hammer to break the rock in pieces.“ Many were 
the bitter cups allotted him, in the diſpenſations of 
unerring witdom, which though hard to fleſh and 
blood, yet he appeared not to ſhrink therefrom ; but 
in reſignation to the divine will, and aſurrender of his 
own, he was concerned to follow the Captain of his 
ſalvation, who was made perfect through ſuffer- 
ings ;—and thus, by abiding under the power of the 
croſs, he might well have adopted the language of 
the apoſtle, * by the grace of God I am what J am, 
and his grace which was beſtowed on me was not 
in vain; but I laboured abundantly, yet not I, but 
* the grace of God which was with me.” 


He was adiligent waiter, to experience renewed 
qualification for ſervice before he attempted to move 


either 
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either in the miniſtry or in the tranſactions of the 
diſcipline; as well knowing, that without a freſh a- 
nointing, any endeavours to act muſt prove ineffec- 
tual, and tend to centre in lifeleſs formality, againſt 
which he was zealouſly concerned to bear teſtimony. 


His converſation was coupled with fear, as well as 
ſeaſoned with grace; and being deep in heavenly myſ- 
teries, he was cautious of ſquandering the ſame, yet, 
when at liberty for converſation, his communica- 
tions were agreeable, and remarkably inſtructive. 


He viſited the meetings of Friends in this nation 

alſo had much religious ſervice among thoſe not in 
profeſhon with us, and was a ſharp threſhing inſtru- 
ment in the Lord's hand, againſt all who preached 
for hire and divined for money, being earneſtly con- 
cerned to call the people off from dead works, that 
they might be brought to experience the efficacy of 
true religion in the newneſs of life. | 


In his laſt ilIneſs, at the houſe of our friend Eliza- 
beth Shackleton, of Ballitore, he was much reſigned, 
although the ditorder, which proved the ſmall-pox, 
lay heavy on him. He ſpoke of the things of God, and 
thoſe that appertain to his kingdom, yet was very 
modeſt and diffident of his labours to promote them 
in the hearts of the people; but gave evident marks 
of his peace of mind, and aſſurance that he had no 
doubt of a manſion of reſt prepared for him, where 
the wicked ceaſe from troubling, and where the weary 
are at reſt, experiencing great ſerenity and com- 
poſure even as a morning without clouds. 


He departed this life the 22d of 11th mo. 1793, 
aged N of 42 years, and has left an example 
which ſpeaks loudly to us his ſurvivors, follow me, 


a8 I have followed _ 59 1 rd 
Signed in, by order, At. behalf -of our half- 


year's meeting for the nation of Ireland, held in 


ublin, the 1 of 5th mo. 1794, by WE: 


James Fisn ER, Clerk to the mens' meeting. | 4 
ANNa SHANNON, Clerk to the womens” meeting. 
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ORASMUCH as it hath pleaſed divine wiſ- 
dom to lead and conduct my ſoul through 
many, various and afflictive diſpenſations; as well 
as through ſome very comfortable enjoyments; giv- 
ing me to partake largely of afflictions; bearin 


up my mind through them; bringing me forth © 


again and again rejoicing, after ſcenes of deep dif- 
treſs; and wonderfully preſerving me through ſome 
very deep, and perhaps ſomewhat unuſual proba- 
tions, in my travel towards the land of reſt; I feel, 
and have often felt, an engagement of mind to 
leave behind me ſome memorandums in comme- 


moration of his gracious dealings with me from 
my youth. 


I was born, according to the beſt account I 
could 
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could obtain, and according to the preſent or new 
Ryle, on the 18th day of the roth month 1951, in 
the townſhip of Providence, now North-Provi- 
dence, in the colony (now ſtate) of Rhode- 
Ifland and Providence Plantations, in New-Eng- 
land. My parents names „ and Lydia 
Scott; who were accounted honeſt people, though 
my father made but little profeſſion of reſi- 
gion. My mother was more zealous, and at- 
tended Friends meetings, when ſhe convenient] 
could, taking me divers times with her, and I think 
a few times another or two of the children; though 
we were all but young, for I being the eldeſt, was 
but ten years old when ſhe died. I can well re- 
member the ſerious impreſſions and contempla- 
tions which, at that early period of life, and for 
ſome years before my mother's deceaſe, attend. 
ed my mind as I fat in meeting with her, and on 
the way home. I even had longing deſires to be- 
come truly religious, and to ferve and fear God, as 
Abraham Iſaac and Jacob did, and others that I 
read or heard of, My mother endeavoured much 
to reſtrain us from being in the company of rude 
and vicious children, and would ſometimes call us 
together, and labour to have us fit in filence with 
her, which we did: and though I then underſtood 
but little of the intent of it, it has ſince afforded 
me a degree of ſolid ſatisfaction, in believing the 
Lord had given her to know and partake of the 
ſublime enjoyments and ſubſtantial benefits of true, 
inward, chriſtian filence, and waiting upon God: 
and that ſhe was defirous we her children might, in 
our tender years, be made acquainted with at leaſt 
ſome ſecret touches of that divine favour which I 
doubt not ſhe felt and experienced in ſuch ſeaſons 
of retirement: and though, as I obſerved, I un- 
ſtood but little about it then; yet I have ſince had 
reaſon to believe it was a real advantage to me; and 
oj it has often been remembered lance to my * 
nent. 
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I am fully perſuaded of the great advantage, and 
fpiritual uſefulneſs to children and others, reſulting 
from frequent ſilent waiting on the Lord. I have 
ſeen lively and convincing evidence of it, even in 
children very young in years; and fully believe the 
impreſſions of divine goodneſs have been fuch to 
their minds at ſome ſuch ſeaſons, even when there 
has not been a word uttered vocally, as have laſt- 
ingly remained, and powerfully tended to beget the 
true fear and love of God in their young and ten- 
der hearts, And O! that parents were more gene- 
rally concerned to do all they could towards leading 
their tender offspring into an early acquaintance 
with, and reliſh of divine things: beſt learned, and 
moſt livingly, and experimentally ſealed upon the 
ſoul, in a ſtate of filent introverſion, and feeling 
after God, 


I was told by ſome of my kindred who were pre- 
ſent at my mother's death (for it being night I was 
not preſent myſelf) that her departure was joyful 
and glorious; and that very near her laſt breath was 
ſpent in fervent ſuplication to the Lord her God. 


And now, not at all doubting but her immortal 
ſpirit is at reſt in Jeſus, I leave her, and proceed 
to a further relation of the exerciſe of my own 
mind, having this teſtimony to bear, that almoſt 
as early as | can remember any thing, I can well 
remember the Lord's ſecret workings in my heart, 
by his grace or holy ſpirit; very ſenſibly bring- 
ing me under condemnation for my evil thoughts 
and actions, as rudeneſs and bad words, (though 
not frequent irffthe uſe of them) diſobedience to 
parents; inwardly wiſhing, in moments of anger, 
ſome evil to ſuch as offended me; and ſuch like 
childiſh and corrupt diſpoſitions and practices, 
which over and beyond all outward inſtruction I 
was made ſenſible were evil, and ſprang from a real 

root 
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root of evil in me. And I am in a full belief, 
that in every quarter of the lobe, children, at an 
early age, have good and evil ſet before them, in 
the ſhinings of the — Chriſt in their hearts, 
with clearneſs and evidence ſufficient to aſcertain to 
them their duty, if they honeſtly attend to it. And 
though I am deeply ſenſible of the neceſſity and 
utility of much careful 3 cultiva- 
tion and inſtruction, in order to guard children 
againſt the corrupting influence of example, in- 
vitation, and perverſe inclination, which abundantly 
- and prevalently ſurround them ; yet I fear a great 
part of the tuition, which too many children re- 
ceive, tends rather to blunt the true ſenſe and evi- 
dence of divine truths upon the mind, and to ſub- 
ſtitute notions and ſyſtems inſtead thereof, than to 
encourage an honeſt attention to the teachin 
which lead into all truth. 1 am ſatisfied, if the teach- 
ings of men were never to thwart the teachings of 
the holy ſpirit, many things would fix on the minds 
of children to be evils which they are now inſtruct- 
ed and perſuaded are innocent and commendable. 
Indeed it is mournful to obſerve how many of them 
are bolſtered up in pride, vanity, and revenge; 
taught to plume themſelves upon their ſuppoſed 
| ſuperiority of parts and attainments; nurſed up 
in the ideas of grandeur and worldly honour; yea, 
inſpired with exalted notions of the merit of valour, 
heroiſm, and human flaughter.—Thus the very 
image of God, which more or leſs ſhines in the 
countenance, and in the tender ſenſibilities and 
compaſſionate commiſerating feelings of an inno- 
cent child, is defaced or obſcured. 


Obſerve 4 innocent child attentively, and though 
anger, paſſion, and revenge, are very obvious fea- 
tures of the firſt nature, and ſhew plainly that 

there is much to be ſubdued in them; yet it will 
be found, they feel nearly and nenderly . . 
iſtre 
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diſtreſs of others; their little boſoms beat with com- 
paſſion ; and if they ſee cruelty exerciſed, by one upon 
another, they will often, in the beſt manner they 
can, manifeſt their abhorrence of the cruelty, and 
diſlike of the cruel. There is in them that which, 
as attended to, will reſtrain the violence of nature, 
and by degrees bind the ſtrong man, and caſt him 
out, ſpoiling all his goods. It is no ſubſtantial 
objection to the diſcernment given to children b 
the holy light which ſhines in all, either that they 
evidently know but very little, for they have to 
act in but few and very ſmall matters, and their 
2 diſcernment is proportionate ; or that the ſeeds of 
evil, and propenſities to evil actions, are ſome of 
the firſt things evident in them. 
I am not inſenſible of the volumes of contro- 
2 verſy about neceſſity and free will, fate and choice; 
but I have no mind now to meddle with any of 
the common arguments pro or con reſpecting them. 
Men muffle and blind their own underſtandings, 
by running into abſtruſe and metaphyſical inquiries, 
wherein they are ſcarce ever the better ſatisfied for 
their niceſt inveſtigations, or keeneſt diſcuſſions. 
God has made mankind univerſally ſenſible (in 
degrees ſufficient for their various circumſtances, 
and allotments in life) of their duty, and enabled 


them to perform it, ſo far as they improve the 
means afforded them. 


Adam was as certainly (ſo it ſtands in my mind) 
made able to obey, or conform to the divine will 
Flo far as revealed to him, as God is perfect good- 
Inefs; and fo I am perſuaded are all his offspring. I 
have no more belief that God's revealed will re- 
quired any thing of our firſt parents, beyond ability 
to perform, than I have that God is cruel or per- 

erſe; and as little do I believe that any infant on 
earth comes into the world under a moral impoſſi- 
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bility of conformity to the divine will, fo far as by 
any means whatever made manifeſt, which 1 call 
revealed. Man is here, upon practical principles: 
nothing is or can be a law to him, further than it 
is ſome way or other diſcovered; and that which 


ultimately aſſures and ſeals it to him as God's law, 4 


whatever outward manifeſtation may be made, is 
the Holy Spirit, that bears witneſs with his ſpirit, 


ſettling and ſatisfying his mind ſufficiently what is 


good and what is evil. And J firmly believe, if | 


children would be as ſtrictly and ſteadily conformable . 
as they might be to the divine will, fo far as from 
time to time it is gradually opened and made 


known (and there is always power with the opening) 


they would ſoon acquire a good degree of domi- 
nion, in the ſtrength of divine life, over the 


ſtrength of evil inclinations in them. 


Our ſtate in this life is a ſtate of probation. ; 


Such was the ſtate of man originally, and ſuch it 


is now. And in order that man at firſt, or ever 
after, might be able to conquer, or be juſtly pu- 


niſhahle for deſertion or defeat, he was, is, and 


muſt be, armed with armour invincible againſt all 
the powers that were or are ſuffered to affail him. 
This is juſt our ground, our ſtate and ſituation. 
Subject to vanity, or to many and various tempta- 
tions; yet being inwardly armed with the Spirit of 
Omnipotence, ſo far as we ſtand faithful, and fight 


yaliantly in the ſtrength afforded us, we are ſure of 


victory. Our ſtrength or help is only in God; 
but then it is near us, it is in u5—a force ſuperior | 
to all poſſible oppoſition—a force that never was, nor 


can be foiled. We are free to ſtand in this uncon- 


querable ability, and defeat the powers of darkneſs ; 
or to turn from it, and be foiled and overcome.) 


When we ſtand; we know it is God alone upholds 
us; and when we fall, we feel that our fall or deſ- 
truction is of ourſelves. | 

| Many 
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Many there are who put light for darkneſs, and 
darkneſs for light; bitter for ſweet, and ſweet for 
bitter. They call thedivine light, *which lighten- 
eth every man that cometh into the world.'** a 
natural light, an ignis fatuus, or by ſome other 
ignominious epithet; though the Scripture declares 
it the very /fe of the holy word, that was in the 
beginning with God, and truly was God. There are 
many of them, who, under a notion of advocating 
the true cauſe and doctrine of Chriſt, ſtiike violent- 
ly againſt the very life of it; and will not allow 
that the — * of the Spirit is given to 
6 _ man to profit withal,'+ though the ſcriptures 
expreſsly aſſert it, and experience confirms it to 
thoſe who rightly profit by the meaſure received. 
Many who have, from ay 8 and education, for 
a ſeaſon believed the Holy Spirit graciouſly vouch- 
ſafed them, was ſome very inferior thing to the true 
Spirit of the everlaſting and moſt holy God, have 
at length, by yielding to its dictates, and taking it 
for their leader, grown wiſer than their teachers, 
and been indubitably inſtructed and aſſured that it 
was indeed the eternal Spirit, that, from their in- 
fantile days, ſtrove with them, for their reconciliation 
with God, the eternal ſource of it; as it did with 
the old world, for their recovery from their cor- 
rupted, alienated ſtate. 


We find that when the earth was corrupt before 
God, and filled with violence; when God looked 
upon the earth, and behold it was corrupt, for all 
© fleſh had corrupted his way upon the earth,“ Gen. 
* vi. 11, 12; when God ſaw that the wickedneſs 
of man was great in the earth, and that every ima- 
* gination of the thoughts of his heart was only 
evil continually,” ver. 5; when it repented the 
Lord that he had made man on the earth, and it 
* grieved him at his heart,” v. 6. at that moſt totally 

C2 abandoned 
* John i. 9. + 1 Cor. xit.- 7. 
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abandoned and depraved- period and ſtate of man- 
kind, when God, was juſt about extirpating from 


man, a few individuals excepted : at ſuch a ſeaſon as 
* this the Lord ſaid, Ay Spirit ſhall not always ftrrve 
with man,“ ver. 3. Surely if his Spirit had ftriven 
with them until that time, until they were ſo deſpe- 


rately wicked, and wholly corrupted, that not onl 
ſome, but every imagination of their hearts was — 4 


, only evil, and that continually; we may well be- 
— the expreſs ſcripture aſſertion, that a manifeſ- 


* tation of the Spirit is given to every man to profit 
* withal.” 


If God's love is ſuch to men, that he follows 
them by the ſtrivings of his own Spirit, and ſpares 
them, until, by diſobedience they become abandoned 
and corrupted, what greater evidence can we deſire 
of the umverſality 7 his love, the long-ſuffering 
of his patience, and impartial ks of 
his Holy Spirit, not to a few to the excluſion of the 
reſt, but to all mankind the world over. And 
what more than reaſoning confirms it to be ſo, is, 
the abſolute truth of the fact in the individual ex- 
perience of all. It is true many deny it. The 

ews alſo denied Chriſt to be the Son of God. 
hey did not know who, and what he was; and 


their inſulting Query, Whom makeſt thou thy- 


* ſelf?* was juſt as natural to proceed from them in 
their dark and carnal ſtate, as is the confidence 
wherewith thouſands, high in profeſſion of godli- 
neſs, now utterly diſallow the Holy Spirit that is 

iven to all, to be the Holy Spirit. But this con- 

lation have all wiſdom's children, that Wiſdom+ 
is juſtified of them all; and that the unbelief of 


others can never make void their faith: they are | 


In | 


taught of God, and great is their peace. 
john viii. 63. + Luke vil. 35. 
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In regard to my own early acquaintance with the 
Holy Spirit's operation, though TI then knew not 
what it was, I have now no more doubt about it 
than I have about the exiſtence and omnipreſence 
of God. It is ſealed upon my heart, with as much 
clearneſs and certainty, that it is the Spirit of the 
living God, and that it viſits, woos, invites, and 
ſtrives with all, at leaſt for a ſeaſon, as it 1s, that 
God is no reſpeCter of perſons. And I as fully 
believe no man can have any clear knowledge of 
God, or of his own religious duty, without 'the 
Holy Spirit's influence, as 1 believe the wiſdom of 
this world is fooliſhneſs with God, and that the 


world by wiſdom know him not. Yea, ſo quick 


and powerful, ſo diſcerning the thoughts and in- 
tents of the heart; and ſo juſt and diſtinguiſhing, 
in approving and CY them, according as 


they are good or bad, is this ſpirit, word, and wit- 


neſs in man; that not only without the aid of hu- 
man injunction or information; but in direct dif- 


fent from, and diſapprobation of, the ſentiments, 


advice, and preſſing invitations and perſuaſions of 
my play-mates, . thoſe much older than myſelf, 
and who confidently and repeatedly declared to me, 
that ſuch and ſuch things were innocent and not at 
all wicked, and that nobody thought them ſo but 
myſelf ; the teſtimony of truth would and did ariſe 
and live in my heart when very young, through 
the ſhining of divine light or influence of, the Holy 
Spirit; that thoſe things were evil, were wicked; 
and I thought, notwithſtanding all thoſe youn 

perſons could ſay to the contrary, that all Pad. 


people would think as I did—and believe they would 


be generally ſo accounted, if all men kept ſtrictly 
to the Holy Spirit's teachings. But violence being 
done to clear conviction in the mind, death takes 
place, as on Adam tn the day he ate forbidden fruit. 
And in this ſtate of death, the truth is not fo eaſily 
diſtinguiſhed from error or good from evil, as before 

C3 tranſgreſſion. 
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transgreſſion. Evil habits gain ſtrength ; darkneſs 
covers the mind; temptation is renewed, and though 
the Spirit again in ſome degree premoniſheth, and 
bids beware, the mind, habituated to the ſtiflin 

of conviction, too 8 again ruſhes forward, 


and becomes more and more 


until what was at firſt plainly condemned as evil, 

by the unflattering witneſs in the mind, is at 
length maintained to be innocent and ſinleſs. This 
is the too uſual courſe of poor mankind. 


Before I was ten years old, the workings of 
truth grew fo powerful in my mind at times, that J 
took up ſeveral reſolutions (or at ſeveral times re- 
ſolved) to amend my ways, and live a ſerious and 
religious life, though I was not one of the moſt vi- 
cious of my years; yet enough ſo to be made very 
ſenſible of the Lord's controverſy with me, on ac-- 
count of the evil of my ways My mind became ex- 
ceedingly diſquieted, when I went contrary to di- 
vine manifeſtation ; though I had not yet a clear 
ſenſe that it was the vety Power and Spirit of God 
upon me that ſo condemned and diſtreſſed me for 


fin, and ſtrove to redeem my ſoul from the bondage 
of corruption. 


I now began to take notice of what I heard read 
and converſed of reſpecting religion; and amopg 
other things I heard frequent mention in books and 
converſation of the Spirit of God; and that good 


people in former times had it in them; and by it | 


learned the will of God, and were enabled to per- 

form it. I perceived it was often ſpoken of in 
both the Old and New Teſtament, and many other 
writings. I underſtood that true converts in theſe 
days alfo have it. But, like many others, I over- 
looked its lively checks and calls in myſelf; had no 
idea that I had ever known any thing of it; longed 
to be favoured with it; but ſuppoſed it was ſome 


extraordinary 


ardened and darkened, 
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extraordinary appearance, different far from any 
thing I ever yet had been acquainted with, F 


Thus the Jews, even while they were expecting 
Chriſt's coming, knew him not when he came. 
They overlooked and deſpiſed his mean and ordinary 
appearance; thought he was Joſeph's ſon, and born 
among them, and fo rejected, abuſed and finally 
put him to death. But they were miſtaken in his 
pedigree: his deſcent was from heaven; and God, not 
Joſeph, was his father. Juſt ſo are thouſands now 
miſtaken, as to the dignity and origin of God's 
Spirit in them; they think it is of man, a part of 
his nature and being; whereas it is of the very life, 
power and ſubſtance of God. Its deſcent is as truly 
from heaven, as was that of the Lord Jeſus. He 
came in that /aw, mean and ordinary appearance as 
to outward ſhew and accommodations, teaching us 
thereby not to deſpiſe the day of ſmall things, nor 
overlook the littleneſs of the motions of divine life 
in our own ſouls. And when he compares the 
kingdom of Heaven, which he exprefily ſays. is 
within, to outward things, he very inſtructively in- 
culcates to us, that the beginnings of it are /mall, 
a little leaven.— a little ſeed'—< a grain of muſ- 
* tard ſeed'—* the leaſt of all ſeeds. This is true 
in the inward, whatever it be in the outward; for 
the ſeed of the kingdom is * the leaſt. of all the 
* ſeeds* in the field or garden of the heart. Other 
ſeeds ſprout, ſpring up, and take the attention, 
while the incorruptible ſeed, the word of God in 


the heart, is overlooked, trampled under and deſ- 
piſed. 


O!] that children and all people would be careful 
in their very early years, and as they grow up and 
advance in life, to mind the * * 4 of inſtruc- 
tion” in their own breaſts; they are known to be * the 


9 Way 
Mat xiii, 31. 32. 
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© way of life, 4 divine life to the ſoul. This foome- 
thing, chough they know not what it is, that checks 
them in ſecret for evil, both before and after they 
yield to the temptation, warning them beforehand not 
to touch or taſte, and afterwards condemning them 
if they do ſo; and inwardly inclining them to a life 
of religion and virtue—this is the very thing, dear 
young people whereby God worketh in you, to will 
and to do; and by which he will, if you cleave 
toit, and work with it, enable you to work out 
your own ſalvation with fear ml trembling before 

im. Deſpiſe it not, do no violence to its motions; 


love it, cheriſh. it, reverence it; hearken to its 


pleadings with you ; give up without delay to its re- 
quitings, and obey its teachings. It is God's meſ- 
enger for good to thy immortal ſoul: its voice in 
thy ſtreets is truly the voice of the living God: its 
call is a kind invitation to thee from the throne of 
grace. Hear it, and it will lead thee; obey it, 


and it will ſave thee: it will fave thee from the 


power of fin and Satan: it will finally lead thee-to 
an inheritance incorruptible in the manſions of reſt, 


the houſe not made with hands, eternal in the 
heavens. 


I entreat you, as you love your own ſouls, and prize 
an everlaſting ſalvation; I warn you, by the dreadful 
fruits of diſobedience, by the pangs, remorſe and 

fufferings of my own foul for ſin and tranſgreſſion. 


Had | ſteadily obeyed the truth in my inward parts; 
had I attended ſingly and faithfully to this divine mo- 


nitor, my portion had been peace; my cup, a cup 
of conſolation. I might have rejoiced and ſung, 
whereas I have had to mourn and weep. For as 
I grew to fifteen and upwards, in violation to clear 
inward convictions, in oppoſition to the dictates of 
the Holy Spirit, I began to run into company, 
BE learned 
+ Prov. vi. 23. 
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learned to dance and play at cards, and took 

delight therein. I was often deeply condemned, 
and often ſtrove to ſtifle the witneſs, and perſuade 
myſelf there was no harm in any of theſe things. 


My Father ſometimes reproved me in thoſe da 
for my conduct; but ſinning againſt divine light 
and viſitation, hardened me againſt his advice. I 

ew more and more vain, proud, airy and wanton, 
To myſelf in the way of much evil communica- 
tion; and it mournfully corrupted good manners. 
My taſte for pleaſure and amuſement grew keen, 
my ſpirits were low and languid when alone, and 
I ruſhed into company and merriment for allevia- 
tion. 


Thus I went on frolicking and gaming, and 
ſpending my precious time in vanity. Often at 
night, or in the night, and ſometimes near break 
of day, I have returned home from my merry meet- 
ings grievouſly condemned, diſtreſſed and aſhamed; 
wiſhing I had not gone into ſuch company, and re- 
ſolving to do ſo no more; but ſoon my reſolutions 
failed me, and away I went again and again, and 
thus continued making ſtill greater ſtrides in folly 
than before. The Lord followed me cloſe, in mercy, 
and often brake in powerſully upon me, turning all 
my mirth into mourning; yet I ſtill got over the 
holy witneſs, did deſpite to the ſpirit of grace, and 
Tepaired 1 to my haunts of diverſion and mer- 
riment. Sometimes when I have ſtood upon the 
floor to dance, with a partner by the hand, before 
all were quite ready, God has ariſen in judgment, 
and ſmitten me to the very heart. Oh! I ſtill feel- 


ingly. remember his appearance within me, when 
none knew the agony of my ſoul, I felt ready to 
ſink under the weight of condemnation and an- 
guiſh ; but reſolutely muſtering all the ſtoutneſs I 
was maſter of, I brazened it out, until the muſick 
called me to the dance, and then I ſoon drowned 
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the voice of conviction, became merry, and carouf- 
ed among my companions in diſſipation, until 
time urged a diſmiſſion of our jovial aſſembly, and 
called me to return, often lonely, to my father's 
houſe, my outward habitation. Oh] me, how 
fared it with me then? I aſſure thce, reader, I 
have not forgotten thoſe ſad and mournful walks 
at the concluſion of my midnight revellings. 1 
have been broken down in deep abaſement and ſelf- 
abhorrence ; have come to a full ſtand, ſtopped and 
fat down on a ſtump, ſtone or log, by the way; 
wrung my hands, ſtrewed my tears before the Lord, 
in ſorrow ahd extremity of anguiſh, bordering al- 
moſt on deſperation. have begged forgiveneſs ; 
implored aſſiſtance; vowed amendment; obtained 
ſome relief; and returned home in hope of refor- 
mation. But alas, alas! my reſolutions were writ- 
ten as it were in ſand; the power of habit had en- 
flaved me; and almoſt the next invitation of my 
aſſociates, overcame all my engagements; the ea- 
gerneſs of deſires for divertiſements and paſtimes 
brake through all the ſanctions of vows; and vio- 
lated the ſolemnity of ſacred promiſes to my God. 
I ruſhed again into tranſgreſſion, as a horſe 'ruſhes 
into the battle; again and again I took my ſwing, 
and drank my fill: and again and again remorſe and 
compunction ſeized upon me: Adored for ever be 
the name of the Lord, he forſook me not ; but 
followed me ſtil] cloſer and cloſer, and ſounded the 
alarm louder and louder in mine ears. There was 
in me an immortal part, which his love was to- 
wards ; the recovery of which, from the thraldom 
of ſin and corruption, his goodneſs engaged him to 
ſeek by mercy and by judgment; frowns and 
ſmiles; dunn and endearments; and all in 
love inexpreſſible. — 


Thus dealt he with me. When I turned at his 
reproofs, he ſmiled upon me, and relieved my ſoul's 
| anxiety; 
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anxiety; but when I again revolted, his rod was 
lifted up in fatherly correction. The till ſmall 
voice was uttered in my dwelling, as in the cool of 
the day, when a little retired from noiſe and com- 
motion, Adam, where art thou? There was no 
hiding from him, whoſe penetrating eye no ſecret 
can eſcape; and whoſe aim 1n reproving was only 
to ſave. He ſtill reproved my wanderings, and 
pointed out the right ways according to ſcripture 
declaration, * thou ſhalt hear a voice behind thee, - 
« ſaying, this is the way, walk in it.“ Indeed the 
way was ſhewn me; it was often plainly caſt up 
before me; but I would not walk in it. I knew my 
Lord's will, but did it not; mine own, I ſtill de- 
lighted in the indulgence of. O! that others may 
eſcape my load of guilt; and may I fay, my bed of 
hell, or inward ning ae. agony, by a timely 


ſubmiſſion to the reproofs of inſtruction, 


Sometimes I ſpent near all the firſt-day of the 
week, when I ſhould have been at meeting, in play- 
ing cards, idle, if not diſſolute converſation, and other 
vain amuſements; returning home at night in con- 
demnation, and ſometimes ſighing and crying, and 
yet thro' all this the Lord preſerved me from hard 
drinking, though often in the way of tempta- 
tion and ſolicitation to it. Swearing I alſo moſtly 
refrained from. Jeſting, Joking and vain con- 
verſation, I went conſiderable lengths in; and 
ſometimes joined the foremoſt in filthy and obſcene 
diſcourſes. Then again great ſhame and ſelf-ab- 
horrence would overwhelm me; again I vowed,pro- 
miſed and renewed my covenant; but all in vain; 
I had not got deep enough; nor were my covenants 
made or renewed in the right ability; but too much 
in my own ſtrength and creaturely reſolutions ; ſo 
they ſoon were broken. Sometimes I held out a 
a week or two; other times only a day or two. 
Thus time paſſed on; and, with an increaſe of 


years' 
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years, I found an increafing propenſity to wanton- 
neſs and diſſipation. But bleſſed be the God of my 
ſalvation, he proportionately increaſed my ſenſe of 
guilt and condemnation. | 


I had ſeaſons of very ſerious conſideration upon 


religion. What inſtruQtions I had outwardly re- 
ceived, were moſtly in the way of Friends; but 
when I came near to man's eſtate, falling in com- 
pany with ſome of the Baptiſt ſociety, I was drawn 
to attend their meetings in Providence, Friends 
meetings were oftner held in filence than ſuited my 
itching ear. I loved to hear words, began to grow 
inquiſtive, and to ſearch pretty deeply into doctrines 


and tenets of religion; and the Baptiſt preachers - 


filled my ears with words, and my head with argu - 
ments and diſtinctions: but my heart was little or 
not at all improved by them. I almoſt forſook the 
meetings of Friends, except yearly meetings, and 
meetings appointed by travellers in the ſervice of the 

oſpel. But when 1 went to theſe, O! how liv- 
ingly I ſtill remember the heavenly and heart-ten- 
dering impreſſions I ſometimes received under the 


| animating teſtimonies delivered in the life of the 


ſpel. Here my heart was helped, though my 
cad was leſs amuſed than among the Baptiſts : how- 
ever, as I knew not clearly what cauſed the differ- 
ence; as Friends meetings remained ſtill often fi- 
lent ; and as I ſtill wiſhed the gratification of argu- 
mentative, ſyſtematic diſcourſes; I till pretty di- 
ligently attended the Baptiſt meeting; and, in my 
moſt religious ſeaſons, I began to think of being 
baptifed in water. For the head-work fo far outrun 
the heart-work, during my attendance of theſe 
meetings, that 1 became convinced in ſpeculation, 
that that outward performance was an ordinance of 
Chriſt; though I have fince ſeen, that it never was 
ordained by Jeſus; but was a forerunning, pre- 
paratory and decreaſing inſtitution, and has one 
| | ce 
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Grice done its office, and ceaſed in the church in 
point of obligation; and that there is now to the 
true church but one Lord, one faith, and one bap- 
& tiſm, that of the Holy Ghoſt, which only can pu- 
rify and make clean the inſide. O! my heatt, my 
very ſoul is fully ſatisfied in this matter; having 
felt the living efficacy of this one ſaving baptiſm, 
and known its full ſufficiency without any other. 


What firſt turned my mind to believe the out- 
ward a chriſtian ordinance, was this one * 
of the baptiſts—* Chriſt commanded his diſciples 
« to baptize: No man can baptize with the Holy 
X< Ghoſt; therefore the baptiſm he commanded was 
not that of the Holy Ghoſt, but that of water.“ 
This then appeared to me concluſive, and unan- 
ſwerable. But it was my ignorance of that bap- 
I tizing power which attends all true goſpel miniſtry 

that made me aſſent to this falſe poſition, * no man 
can baptize with the N Ghoſt.“ Man himſelf, 
in his own mere ability, I know cannot; but I 
Jalſo know, that of himſelf he cannot preach the 
goſpel. This aſſertion, no man can preach the 
goſpel, is juſt as true as that no man can baptize. 
with the Holy Ghoſt.” As man merely, he can 
do nothing at all of either; but it ſtill ſtands true, 
man can, through divine aſſiſtance, do both. The 
real goſpel was never yet preached, but with the 
Holy Ghoſt ſent down from heaven.“ Thus the 

apoſtles preached it, and thus alone it is ſtill preached 
End fo preaching it, it was a baptizing miniſtry. 
"_ ſpake, the Holy Ghoſt fell on them that 
heard them; that is, where faith wrought in the hearts 
of the hearers, and the living eternal word preached, 
hrough the power of the Holy Ghoſt, was mixed 

ith faith in them that heard it; the Holy Ghoſt 
tell on them, baptizing them into a living ſoul- 
Having ſenſe of the * power of God to falvation,'* 
D which 


+ 1 Pet. i. 12. Rom. i. 16. 
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of the goſpel in it, than it has of the Hely Ghoſt, 

the alone true baptizing power. I don't marvel 

Fi that the letter-learned teachers of our day, who 
> run unſent, who are always ready, are ignorant 
1 that a true goſpel miniſter is clothed with baptizing 
5 authority from on high. — Il may not now go 5465; + h 

f further into the diſcuſſion of the ſubject of bap- 
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I had not yet fully given up to the motions of 
divine life in my own heart. My mind was too 
much turned outward; and the preaching of thoſe * 
T ſometimes went to hear, who preached in their 
own time, had a powerful tendency to keep it out- * 
ward. In this ſtate of outward attention and in- 
quiry, I found nothing that could give me power 
over ſin and corruption; but notwithſtanding all my 
ſerious thoughtfulneſs, and frequent and . W de- 
fires to become truly religious, I ſtill, once in | 
while, brake looſe, and launched forth into as 
great degrees of vanity and wickedneſs as ever: and 
then again a turn of ſeriouſneſs would come over ' 
me. One time under deep exerciſe, after reaſon- 
ing and heſitating great part of a day, whether 1 
bad beſt give up with full purpoſe of heart, to lead | 
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I a religious life or not; at length I gave up, and en- 
EX tered once more into ſolemn covenant, to ſerve 


God, and deny myſelf, according to the beſt of 


1 my underſtanding. Almoſt as ſoon as I had thus 
J given up, and come to this good concluſion, in 


epped the grand adverſary, and blundered and dif- 


treſſed my mind exceedingly with the doCtrine of 
predeſtination; powerfully inſinuating, that a certain 


number were infallibly ordained to eternal ſalvation, 


the reſt to inevitable deſtruction; and that not all the 
religious exerciſes of my mind could poſſibly make 
any alteration in my final deſtination and allotment. 
2 If God had damned me from all eternity, I muſt 
be damned for ever; if he had choſen me to 
eternal ſalvation, I might ſet my heart at reſt, and 
live juſt ſuch a life as would moſt gratify my na- 
Z tural inclinations ; for what advantage could there 
be in religion, and ſelf-denial, if an eternal. un- 


alterable decree ſecured my final end. I felt willing 


to hope I was a choſen veſſel; and for a ſhort time 


theſe ideas fo crouded into my mind, that I was 
even ready to conclude, a God all goodneſs had 
doomed the far greater part of mankind to never 


ending miſery, without any provocation on their 


part. I now view the doctrine of unconditional 


election to eternal life, and reprobation to eternal 
2 deſtruction, with abhorrence. I almoſt marvel, that 


under a cloud of darkneſs, my rational faculties 


could ever be fo impoſed upon, as to aſſent to fo 
2 erroneous a ſentiment. I know of no doctrine in 
the world, that more ſhockingly reflects on the 
character of the Deity. | 


1 did not indeed fo drink down this falſe doctrine 


as to relinquiſh my purpofe of amendment all at 


once; ] held out a few weeks; when, mournful to 
relate, the influence of young company, and xe 


vehement defires for creaturely indulgence, throu 


the tolerating influence of the aforeſaid inſinuations, 
| 'D2 brake 
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brake through all my | moſt ſolemn engagements, | 


threw down the walls and fortifications, and ex- 
poſed me an eafy prey to the grand enemy of my 
foul's ſalvation. ' Again I took my ſwing in vanity, 
amuſements and diftipation. This, however, was 


but a ſhort race. The Lord, in loving kindneſs, 
followed me with his judgments, inwardly re- 


vealed againſt fin. The prince of darkneſs alfo fol- 
lowed me, with temptation upon temptation to evil; 
and with various ſubtile infinuations, and dark no- 


tions, to rid me of all fear, reſtraint, or tenderneſs : 
of conſcience. At length, notwithſtanding all I 1 
had felt of the power of God upon me, in reproof 
for fin, and invitation to holineſs; yea, though 1 


had ſome true reliſh of divine good, the holy wit- 


neſs became fo ſtifled, that I began to conclude Þ 
there was no God; that all things came by chance, 
by nature, by the fortuitous jumble and concourſe 
of atoms, without any deſigning cople;For intel 3 
nt arrangement; that it was idle, chimerical, and 
luſive, to think of ſerving or fearing a being wo 
had no exiſtence but in imagination. Here let it 
be well conſidered, what a powerful influence the 
admiſhon of one falſe doctrine, and the violation of 
divine manifeſtation and conviction, has in paving | 
the way for other falſe doctrines. Not much ? 
ſooner had I received and cheriſhed one of the 
grand falſehcods of the father of lies, the doctrine 
of irreſiſtible neceſſity, and predeſtination, than in 
the miſts of darkneſs which ſpread over my mind, 
under the baleful influence thereof, I even dared 
to deny the eternal deity ; and, horrible to the laſt | 
degree to think of, I began to rejoice in the idea of 
unbounded, unreſtrained licentiouſneſs and car- | 
nality; and that I was unaccountable for my | 
conduct, not conſidering that, on my atheiſtical | 
ſcheme, I was unproteCted, and had no more to 
hope than to fear; none to look up to for defence 
and ſuccour ; but muſt be left a prey to violence, 


and all kinds of adverſity attendant on this life. 
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Oh ! the depravity of taſte and inclination, as 
well as of underſtanding, which I was plunged into 


| I went on a few months after this, much in the 


ſame manner; my days 1 ſpent in vanity and re- 
bellion ; my nights frequently in horror and dif- 
treſs | Many a night I ſcarce durſt enter my cham- 
ber, or lay me down in bed.—-I have the moſt un- 
ſhaken ground to believe it was the immediate 
power of God upon me, that thus terriked my 


i guilty ſoul; and that in the moſt fatherly goodneſs, 


condeſcenſion, and mercy, in order to prevent my 
going on to endleſs perdition, to which I ſeemed 
to be ſwiftly poſting. Day after day, and night 
after night, I was diſtreſſed the Lord ſetting my 
ſins in order before me, and pleading with me to 
return unto him and live. At laſt I fled again to 
religious engagement for relief, betook myſelf to 
prayer, and cried to the Lord, in the bitterneſs of 
my ſpirit. Sometimes I begged and interceded for 
mercy, and power to make a ſtand and overcome 
ſin, with ſuch vehemency as if my very heart 
would break Tears guſhed from my eyes! My 
ſoul was overwhelmed with anguiſh! Oh! youn 

man whoever thou att, that  readeſt theſe lines, 1 
warn thee, I beſeech thee, ſhan ſuch miſery, by 
obedience ; ſuch unutterable anxiety, by cleaving 
to the Lord. Yet after all this, young company, 
muſick, gaming, pleaſure, again allied their forces, 
and had ſuch influence over my reſolutions, as evi- 
denced them written as in duſt, though mingled 
with tears, with wormwood and gall, and I aban- 


3 doned all again, to enjoy the pleaſures of fin for a 


ſeaſon, But God, rich in mercy, and long-ſuffer- 
ing kindneſs, ſtill interrupted my or 
my carnal ſatisfaction, and blaſted all my joys. 
Once more a ſenſe of juſt and holy indignation 
kindled up in my breaſt for tranſgreſſion — griev- 
ous revolt. Awfulneſs took hold on me; amaze- 
ment ſwallowed me up. I knew not which way 
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His exerciſe continued, and particularly about uſing 
the plain ſcripture language. Of Iſrael 's wilder- 
neſs travel, and the forerunner. Reference to 
the ſeaſons and book of Fob. On humility, and 
his entrance into the work of the miniſtry, and 
conſider ations thereon. | (62437 „ 


HUS I continued till in vanity and 

1770. folly, with intervals of deep diſtreſs 
and mourning, a ſhort ſpace longer, that is, until 
about nineteen years old, when I 'became more 
fully and clearly convinced, and that very much 
by the immediate operations, illuminations, and 
openings of divine light in my own mind, that 
this inward fomething, which had been thus 
long and powerfully ſtriving with me, diſturbing 
my every falſe reſt, confuting every falſe and ſin- 
flattering imagination of fleſh and blood, or of the 
grand adverſary, and enjoining it upon me to give 
up all, and walk in the ways of virtue and true 
ſelf-denial, was the true and !iving ſpirit and power 
of the eternal God; the very ſame that ſtrove with 
the old world, influenced the patriarchs, prophets, 
and apoſtles; and viſits, ſtrives with, and at ſeaſons 
more or leſs influences, the hearts of all mankind. 
I now ſaw this the only principle of all true con- 
verſion and falvation; that fo long as this was re- 
ſiſted and rejected, ſeparation muſt infallibly re- 
main between God and the ſoul; but that, when- 
ever this is received and in all things thoroughly 
ſubmitted to, a thorough reconciliation takes place. 


Some may think this doctrine robs Chriſt of the 
honour of our redemption and reconciliation ; but 
I apprehend none can think ſo who underſtand the 
doctrine of ſalvation by Jeſus. It was through _ 

| eterna 
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eternal Spirit, this very Spirit that vifits and 


ſtrives with all, that Chriſt offered that pre- 
pared body. It is rough, and only through, the 
influence of the ſame Holy Spirit, that any ſoul 
was ever converted to God, or ſavingly benefited 
3 the redemption that is in Jeſus. Whatever way, 

ſoul, or by whatever means thou art benefited in 
a ſpiritual ſenſe, it is by this Holy Spirit, that is, 
the immediate operative power and principle with- 


/ { 
Having thus at 4 become livingly convinced, 
that it was nothing ſhort of the eternal Power and 
Spirit of God that ſo forcibly wrought in me, 
in order for my deliverance 7 ZN the power of 
darkneſs and ſeduction, I gave up to the holy re- 
quirings of God, as inwardly made known to me— 
and clearly known were many things thus made. 
Nothing elſe could ever ſo have opened my mind, 
and made known my duty to me. The Scriptures, 
other good books, religious converſation, contem- 
plation upon the works of creation and providence ; 
all theſe are very good means of information; bat 
none of them, nor even all of them, without the 
Holy Spirit's ſealing operation and evidence upon 
the mind, can ever make a man fure of his duty 
to God in any one thing. He may reaſon, and ſet 
up many rules, meaſures, and ſtandards of duty, and 
morality ; but certainly he never will arrive thereat, 
without the help of that which in itſelf is certain. 
It may be ſaid the ſcriptures are certain. Very well, 
but what certifies thee that they are certain, or that 


thou knoweſt their meaning? Do not the profeſſed 


maſters in reaſoning widely differ upon many paſ- 


ſages in the ſacred writings ? they all ſay they havre 


reaſon on their ſide, But believe them not: nox 


believe that any thing is or can be certainly known: 
to man, of the divine authority of the ſcriptures, 
without the light and evidence of the Holy * * 

| ut 
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But to proceed: I gave up very fully to ferve 
the Lord'in the way of 115 leadings ; 1 forſook rude 
and vicious company, withdrew into retirement, at- 
tended the meetings of Friends, and often fought 
the Lord, and waited upon him in folemn, reveren- 
tial ſilence alone, for his counſel, direction, and 
preſervation ; and he was graciouſly'pleafed to point 
out and caſt up the way for me, one thing after 
another, with ſufficiency of clearneſs. Firſt, he 
ſhewed me negatively, what I ought not to do in 
various particulars, breaking me off from my vicious 
practices and aſſociations. This was for ſaking evil. 
And then he taught and enjoined me the practice of 
ſeveral things — wherein he engaged me to 
chooſe and cleave unto that which is good. I faw 
clearly it was his will, and my indiſpenſable duty, 
reverently to aſſemble for divine worſhip, and there- 
in to wait upon him, draw inwardly near unto him, 
and according to the apoſtle's language, feel after 
bim, in order to find and enjoy him. I alfo found 
it my duty often to wait upon him alone, in awful 
filent retirement, not approaching him in ſupplica- 
tion, but when he influenced my heart thereto, with 
the true ſpirit of prayer and interceſſion: He alfo 
ſhewed me, that religion was an internal life in the 
ſoul ; that great attention, ſincerity and punctuality 
was neceſſary to the growth and proſperity of it; 
that I muſt not be content with attending meetings, 
and fitting in filence, though ever ſo reverently and 
properly ; I muſt live continually in an inward 
watchfulneſs and dedication of heart ; watch all my 
ar words and actions, and know all brought 
to judgment; and allow nothing to pals unexamined, 
nor willingly unapproved : that I muſt obſerve the 
moſt upright honeſty and fincerity in m 2 
among men, as in the preſence of God. e taught 
me that men generally rely too much on external 
performances; and thus guarding my mind againſt 
thinking too much of any thing outward. He 
opened 
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opened my underſtanding to behold my duty, in 
regard to outward plainneſs ; that a plain, decent, 
and not coſtly dreſs and way of living, in all things, 
was moſt agreeable to true chriſtian gravity and ſelt- 
denial : that rich, ſhowy, or gaudy dreſs, houſe, 
food, or furniture, fed and foſtered pride and oſtenta- 
tion; robbed the poor, pleaſed the vain, and led 
into a great deal of unneceſſary care, toil, and ſolici- 
tude, to obtain the means of this way of life and 
appearance; that it could not afford any true and 
ſolid ſatisfaction; but muſt unavoidably divert the 
mind from inward feeling watchfulneſs; retard the 
work of mortification and true ſelf-denial ; and faci- 
litate unprofitable aſſociation and acquaintance with 
ſuch as would rather alienate the affections from 
God, than unite the ſoul to him. 


Thus inſtructed, I bowed in reverence; and as 
it became from time to time neceſſary to procure 
new clothing, I endeavoured to ray ths my out- 
ward appearance in this reſpect to the diCtates of 
truth, in which I found true peace. and ſatisfaction. 
Alſo he inſtructed me to uſe the plain ſcripture lan- 

uage, THOU to one, and you to more than one. 
he croſs greatly offended me in regard to theſe 
things. This of language in Ke an looked fo 
trifling and fooliſh to the worldlv wife part in me, 
and the fear of the world's dread laugh, fo pow- 
erfully oppoſed it, that it was very hard and trying 
to my natural will to give up to this duty. I thought 
if my right hand would excuſe my compliance, I 
would gladly ſacrifice it, or yield it up, rather than 
give up to uſe ſuch a deſpiſed language, and fubmit 
to be laughed at, as viewing religion concerned in 
ſuch things as theſe. This may ſeem incredible to 
ſome, but it is true, and as freſh with me as almoſt 
any paſt exerciſe, This exerciſe beſet me day and 
night for ſome time, during which I had many ſor- 
rowtul and bitter tears, pleaded many excuſes, and 
greatly 
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great] wiſhed ſome ſubſtitute might be accepted 
inſtead of the thing called for ; but he who called 
me into the performance of theſe fooliſh things, (to 
this world's wiſdom) was graciouſly pleaſed to ſhew 
me with indubitable clearneſs, that he would chooſe 
his ſacrifice himſelf ; and that neither a right hand 
nor a right eye, neither thouſands of rams, nor ten 
thouſands of rivers of oil, would by any means an- 
ſwer inſtead of his requirings If he called for fo 
weak or fooliſh a thing as the words thou and thee 
to a ſingle perſon, inſtead of you, nothing elſe of my 
ſubſtituting would do inſtead of it; for © the fool- 
« iſhneſs of God is wiſer than men.!“ Let none 
diſpute the ground with Omnipotence, nor confer 
with fleſh and blood; leſt therein, deſps/arg the day 
of ſmall things, they fall by little and little. | 


For be aſſured, O! thou called of the Lord, thou 
canſt never become his choſen, unleſs thou obey his 
call, and come out of all he calls thee from. If 
thou art not faithful in the little, thon wilt not be 
made ruler over much, Perhaps few will believe the 
tulneſs of heaveyly joy which ſprang in my boſom, 
as a well-ſpring of living waters, after my giving up 
in faichfulneſs to this requiſition. And yet this flow 
of divine conſolation laſted not long at this time; 
for though 1 gave up to whatever the Lerd required 
of me, yet as I had fo long and fo ſtubbornly rebel- 
led againſt him, he ſaw meet, in his infinite wiſdom, 
ſoon to hide his face from me again, and cloſe me 

up in almoſt utter darkneſs, which rendered my days 
truly tedious, and my nights weariſome to my ſoul. 
] was fully convinced that God was to be known 
inwardly, in power and great glory, by thoſe who 
obey him, and wait upon him. My heart was in- 
flamed with love towards him. I had ſeen a little of 
his comelineſs—He had become the beloved of my 
foul, the chiefeſt among ten thouſands ; therefore 1 


often 
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often retired alone, and in profound reverential ſilence 
ſought after him, and preſſingly ſolicited a nearer 
wt + —prny with him. But he knowing what was 
deſt for me, graciouſly hid his preſence from me. 
And though this was a painful ſuſpenſion, yet I 
could not be eaſy to give over feeking him; I fill 
continued my ardent ſilent approaches, or waitings. 
J waited indeed, with all the reverence, humility, 
and folicitude that my ſoul was capable of; but all 
ſeemed in vain. Oh! the mourning and lamen- 
tation, the diſtreſs and bitter weeping, that almoſt 
continually 'overwhelmed me for ſeveral months 
together, for the want of the ſoul-enlivening pre- 
ſence of my God. Oh! faid I in my heart, will 
he never ariſe for my help and deliverance? Well, 
be it as it may, I will ſeek him until my dying day; 
my ſoul cannot live without him, and it may be, 
if he hide his face from me until my laſt moments, 
he may own me at that ſolemn period, and receive 
me to a manſion of glory. This was often, ve 
often, the language of my heart ; and under this 
reſolution I prefled forward, I truſt the wormwood 
and the gall ; the ſorrow and the fighing ; the days 
and nights of anguiſh ; will ſcarcely be forgotten. 
It ſeems to me that certain ſpots of earth, ſome par- 
ticular fields and groves, will ever, while life and 
ſenſibility remain, continue to have a moving and 
affecting influence on my mind, as often as I paſs 
by and ſee them, or call them to remembrance. I 

ink they muſt remain peculiarly diſtinguiſhed to 
me by the tears and the groans, the ſiglis and ſoli- 
citations, which they have been the ſilent witneſſes 
of. 


Oh! my God, thou leddeſt me through the 
deſert, thou weanedſt me from the world, and 
alluredſt me into the wilderneſs : there thou didft 
hide thy face from me for a ſeaſon ; until the _ 
ings of my ſoul after thee, were intenſely iy : 
| then 
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then lifted the up my head, and ſpake comfor- 
Ftably to me; Pleſſed be thy holy name for ever! 


At length the Father of mercies having thus tried 
me, he graciouſly caſt an eye of compaſhon upon me, 
Whearkened to the voice of my diſtreſs, made bare his 

verlaſting Arm for my deliverance, un- 
vailed his preſence to me, and opened my heart to 
nderſtand why he led me through ſo trying a diſ- 
penſation. I now began to diſcern the myſtery of 
what I read in the hiſtory of Iſrael's forty years 
travel in the wilderneſs, as alſo the voice of one 
crying in the wilderneſs : I began to ſee the neceſſity 
of the Lord's ſending his forerunner, that the wa 
might be prepared, and the paths made ſtraight. I 
perceived much roughneſs, unevenneſs, and crook- 
Jedneſs had been in the way. I began to know, and 
in degree to love the rod, and him who had appoint- 
edit; and as the Maſter manifeſted himſelf more 
and more, J underſtood more and more of the myſ- 
terious ways of his working. 


After ſome time I had many clear openings re- 
ſpecting the many trials, experiences, jeopardies, 
and deliverances of his followers in days paſt ; and 
a hope was kindled in me, that now I ſhould go 
forward without meeting with ſuch beſetments, and 
withdrawings of light, as heretofore: for though 
the Lord ſtil] at times withdrew from me; yet, as 
his return was not long after,and as his preſence was 
much more conſtantly with me, | was ready to con- 
clude it would continue with increaſing brightneſs, _ 
until | ſhould be wholly and continually ſwallowed 
up in his love: for, as ſuch a ſtate was ſometimes 
permitted me, I not clearly underſtanding the coun- 
el of his divine will, was apt to wiſh it for my 
-onſtant condition; not then ſeeing, as I have 
ſince ſeen, that it was far from being beſt for me 
to enjoy .a conſtancy of ſunſhine and fair weather ; 
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even the outward order and economy of divine pro- 
vidence affords inſtruction, which often 12 2 
| A 


applies to our inward experiences. It is not a 


and great viciſſitudes and changes in the natural 
world: inſomuch that, perhaps in the moſt pleaſant 3 
and flouriſhing ſeaſon in the whole year, after a * 
few days of clear ſhining and tranquillity, there 
ariſes a moſt terrible ſtorm, with wind, lightening, '# 
and tremendous thunder; and it may be with haf. 1 
ſtones ſcattered abroad upon the face of the earth. 
At other times will high and ruſhing winds ſucceed 3 
the calmeſt day; or pinching droughts the moſt '# 
fruitful ſeaſon. Even the ſettled order and ſuc- 
ceſhon of ſeaſons is a continual revolution of day 
and night, ſummer and winter, ſeed-time and har- 
veſt. We have cold as well as heat; darkneſs as | 
well as light; and cutting froſts as well as moſt re- 
freſhing dews; and a variety of other changes. All 
this is in infinite wiſdom and goodneſs; and diſ- 
plays to the diſcerning 1 8 the providential power 
— glory of the great Superintendant. My ſoul % 
' hath ſometimes been enraptured whilſt 1 have view- © 
ed and contemplated the operations of his hand in 
theſe things; together with the ſituation of places; 
rocks and lofty mountains, ſturdy oaks, and tall 
cedars; rivers, lakes, and oceans ; meadows, fields, 
and foreſts; deſerts and vaſt howling wilderneſſes; 
with the various inhabitants of both land and water. 
And over and above all theſe, the ſun, moon and 
ftars in their courſes; and conſtellations of heaven! 
All theſe things (though far ſhort of being ſuffi- 
cient food for immortal ſouls, and perhaps not beſt ! 
to dwell much upon) have nevertheleſs animatingly 
affected my mind in the contemplation of them; 
and raiſed my ſoul in adoration to him who is the} 
former of all things; and who, when he was plea- | 
ſed to anſwer out of the whirlwind, and awfully to 


interrogate his ſervant Job, for his inſtruction, was 
Fo J pleaſed 
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pleaſed to make the wonderful works of his hand, 
and the excellent order of his government, the ſub- 
jects of his demands. And who among the ſons 
of men can read the ſolemn queries then uttered by 
the Divine Majeſty, and nat feel ſome tender emo- 
tions of ſoul; as, * Haſt thou . commanded the 


morning ſince thy days, and cauſed the day-ſpring 
to know his place?”* is one among the many 
ſolemn and ſublime interrogatives, by the wiſdom 
of an all-knowing God, demanded of his ſervant; 
ſufficiently declaring, beyond all heſitation, how | 
infinitely exalted above all human comprehenſion, 


be is in wiſdom, power, and glory; as well as amply 


ſetting forth his goodneſs to the ſons of men, w 


| cauſing the regular returns of day and night, and 


other wonderful ſucceſſions and revolutions, for the 
benefit and comfort of his dependant creatures. Bow, 
O my ſoul, adore and worſhip the God of thy life, 
who is the length of thy days and thy portion 
for ever. His works are wondrous, paſt finding 
out, marvellous, and beyond thy comprehenſion, 
Thou ſeeſt in part the multitude and magnitude of 
his wonderful works; thou beholdeſt a mall part 
of the changes and viciſſitudes atteuding them: and 
yet through all, what excellent order, harmony, and 
regularity, is preſerved. Surely nothing leſs than 
his Omnipotence and Omniſcience could poſſibly 
effect or produce all this. Thou ſeeſt he is faithful 
in performing his ancient gracious promiſe. Day 
and night, 1 and harveſt, &c. fail not. 
He ſaid not unto the ſeed of Jacob, ſeek ye my 
face in vain.'} Nay verily; the langua e of his 
compaſhonate regard on the contrary, is, = not, 
worm Jacob, I will never leave thee nor forſake 
thee: when thou goeſt through the water, it ſhall 
not overwhelm thee; or when through the fire, it 
ſhall not kindle upon thee. It- is as much in wiſ- 
dom and goodneſs that he ſometimes as it were with- 

855 2 1215 draws, 
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draws, hides from, and leaves his children, and then 

gain returns gloriouſly for their unſpeakable con- 
ſolation, as is the ſucceſſion of darkneſs and light, 

cold and warm ſeaſons, in the outward. 1 

Many and varied afflictions are neceſſary to our i 

refinement. Hence the place of this refinement is 8; 
called, the furnace of afflition.'* Through the 
purifying operations of theſe fiery trials, the ſoul Þ 
is gradually redeemed from the pit of pollution. Ilt 
is a precious work of divine power, to hide pride 
from man. And he who becomes thoroughly ac- *# 
dainted with the corruptions of human nature, in 
its alienation from God, will find, if ever true hu- 
miliation and renovation is effected in him, that 
nothing ſhort of the baptiſm of fire can rightly 
cleanſe the corrupt, and humble the proud heart of 
fallen man. Indeed it is a ſealed truth, that they 
who are without chaſtiſement are baſtards, and not 
ſons. All that the Father loveth, he chaſteneth; 
and ſcourgeth every one that he receiveth. My 
ſoul rejoiceth and giveth God thanks, for deep pro- 
bations and withdrawings of his preſence ; as well 
as for the ſenſible incomes of his love, and ariſings 
of the light of his countenance upon me. I fee and 
own it needful to my growth in the divine life, as 
well as in order to my complete emancipation from 
the ſervitude of ſin, that he ſhould deal thus with 
me: and it has afforded inſtruction to my mind, 
that he is called in ſcripture by the name of the 
* Lord that hideth his face from the houſe of 
Jacob.“ f Oh! what panting of ſoul, what anxi- 
ous ſolicitude for his return, takes place in all the 
true travellers, when he veils his holy preſence ; 
and how joyful is the lifting up of his countenance, 
after theſe ſeaſons, upon the drooping mind, thus 
prepared for the comfortable returns thereof. It 
is like the returns of clear ſhining after rain. 
| Under 


* Iſai. xlviii. 10. f Ifai. viii. 17. 
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nder the refining hand of God's power, whereby 


23 e thus humbled and abaſed my foul, I was given 


1 3 learly to ſee the need I ſhould have of this exce]- 


t, 


rebuke the proud Luciferian ſpirit, and appoint my 
XZ dwelling in the low valley, where the graſs is green, 
and where the fragrant flowers give forth a plea- 
ſant ſmell. I ſaw, that on the lofty mountains 


Ment qualification, humility, in my furtber progreſs 
in religious life. I ſaw pretty clearly, in the midſt 
of my deepeſt depreſſion, that if I ſhould be fa- 


oured with unremitted tranquillity and divine-en- 


4 joyment, I ſhould be in danger of ſpiritual ride 
and exaltation. Bleſſed be the name of the d 
for this among his. many other favours, that he 
taught me the neceſſity 

XZ ed, and therein forearmed me againſt the wiles of 
Satan, which I afterwards became more fully ac- 
© \ 128 with. Oh! with what ardency of deſire 


humility, and forewarn- 


d my prayers aſcend before him, that he would 


3 ® often reigns barrenneſs and deſolation. My mind 


was almoſt conſtantly impreſſed in thoſe days with 


3 the love and defire of deep humility, I ſaw ſome- 


thing of its real beauty ; and craved it as one of the 
greateſt bleſſings. O] ſaid I, that I may put it on 
as a garment, and wear it for ever: yea even appear 
in it before my Judge, in the aſſembly of ſaints 
and angels in a —— ſtate Oh? Lord, my God, 
(was then my language, and my heart now joins 
it) ſuffer me never to forget my * tribulations, nor 
*to 22 ſupplications to thee, for the con- 
* tinuance of this precious bleſſing, let it be the 


* firſt and the laſt in the catalogue of my requeſts.” 


Thus the great Leader of Iſrael led me on from 
ap to ſtep, not by any means through a conſtant 
uninterrupted enjoyment of his preſence; but 
which for me has been far better, by frequent with- 
drawings, ſtrippings, and deep felt emptineſs, po- 
verty and want; and that again and again repeated, 
E 3 | even 
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forgot his works.'F But now, through the many 
tribulations, and wiſe turnings of his. holy hand 


upon me, my ſoul remains bowed, and to this day, 


even after large overflowings of his love in my 

ſoul, as a river overflowing all its banks. Had he 
not, after ſuch ſeaſons of rejoicing, veiled his pre- 
ſence, and clothed my ſoul with mourning, I might, 
like ancient Iſrael, have * ſang his praiſe, and ſoon 
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| ſenſible of the tendering impreſſions of his love and 6 


goodneſs, The favour of life is ftill freſh within Y 


me. He has led me about and inſtructed me, and 


(with reverence 1 ſpeak it) hath kept and preſerved P 


me. May I ſtill be preſerved, and henceforth for 5 
ever kept ſafe under his all- powerful protection; 


walking worthy of the ſame to the end of my days. 
Amen. 5 


During a great part of the foregoing exerciſes, ! 
had frequent openings, and lively proſpects reſpect- 
ing the chriſtian warfare, and the myſteries of the 
kingdom of heaven. | often believed, in the open- 
ings of divine light, that, if 1 ſtood faithful, it 
would be required of me to declare to others what 
the Lord had done for me, and given me an under- 
ſtanding of, and to entreat my fellow creatures to 
ſeek an habitation in tbat kingdom that cannot be 
ſhaken or fade away.— This concern began now to 

ow upon me conſiderably, even to that degree, 
2 felt at times in meetings a living engagement 
to communicate ſomewhat to the people; but, 
fearing 1 ſhould begin in that pon work before the 
right time, I kept back; and even divers times, 
when I was almoſt ready to ftand up, I have con- 
cluded I would keep ſilence this once more; con- 
ſidering within myſelf, that if my fo doing ſhould 
be diſpleaſing to the Lord, he would manifeſt his 


diſpleaſure to me; but if I ſhould preſume to ſpeak 


a word in his name, and it ſhould prove to be with- 
out his holy requiring, or too ſoon, I ſhould not 


only 
+ Pfal. cvi. 12 13. 
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only diſpleaſe him, but alſo burden his people; and 
perhaps get into and become entangled in a way of 
ſpeaking from too ſmall motions or impreſſions felt, 
or mournfully miſtake the ſparks of my own kind- 
ling for divine impreſſions; which might, in con- 
ſequence of my giving way thereunto, be ſuffered 
to increaſe upon me to my. great loſs in the ſabſtan- 
tial and divine life, if not to my utter ruin. In 
this guarded, frame of mind I paſſed on for ſome 
time, often ſeeking to the Lord for counſel and di- 
rection in this and other concerns of importance. 
And though I believe 1 might have publickly borne 
teſtimony in the name, power, and approbation of 
the Lord, rather ſooner than I did; yet as I was 
not obſtinately, but ron backward, I ſeldom 
felt much condemnation for withholding ; how- 
ever, I did a few times find ſome real uneaſineſs on 
XZ that account.—But he who laid the concern upon 
"XZ me, well knowing the integrity of my heart, and 
that I was bent faithfully to ſerve him, without 
= ing too faſt, or yet tarrying behind my guide, 
2 alt graciouſly with me, paſſed by my little with- 
: XX holdings, favoured with freſh and increaſing in- 
comes of his love, and, from time to time, caſt up 
= my way with ſtill greater clearneſs ; and at length 
in a manner fo ag and confirming, as eraſed 
doubt and heſitation from my mind. In the freſh 
authority whereof 1 uttered a few words in our 
meeting at Providence; on the firſt day of the week, 
and 10th of the 4th month 1774, to my own and 
l believe my friends ſatisfaction. I felt the returns 

of peace in my own boſom, as a river of life, for 
a conſiderable time afterwards, ſweetly comforting, 


my mind, and confirming me in this ſolemn un- 
dertaking. 6 
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| After ſome time of heavenly rejoicing, I began 
again to be tried with various exerciſes and conflicts 
of mind, though {till frequently favoured with the 


flowihgs 
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flow ings of divine love, in a very comfortable and 
ſoul-fatisfying manner. At divers times I had live- 
ly inipreifions to ſay a few words more, in publick 
teſtimony ; but ſtil] waited to be well aſſured. The 
unſpeakable conſolation which I found, on my 
firſt uttering a few words, and that after a conſider- 
able time of rather holding back, than haſty pro- 
cedure, had fully confirmed me that there is greater 
ſafety in turning the fleece, and well proving it, 
both wet and dry, than in ruſhing forward in th 
firſt operations or openings. The beaſts, allow 
in ſacrifice, were to chew the cud and divide the 
hoof. Chewing the cud is a deliberate act: they 
chew and ſwallow, and chew and ſwallow again. 
The diviſion of the hoof being on the fepping 
member, ſhews the danger of taking a ſingle ſtep 
in divine ſervices, without a clear diviſion of things 
and the way caſt up in the mind. — As I thus waited 
for n not being by once ſucceeding encou- 
raged to run too faſt, I was favoured to know the 
fire of the Lord rightly kindled upon his altar; and 
to witneſs an offering of his own preparing. And 
I am well aſſured that ſuch, and ſuch only are the 
offerings which will find acceptance with him. He 
never will reject theſe. any more than accept thoſe 
of human obtruding. 


My ſecond publick appearance in the miniſtry 
was at the lower meeting-houſe in Smith- field, the 
19th of the 1oth month 1774, when I found a liv- 
ing concern to encourage a carefu] 8 be- 

fore the Lord, out of meetings; and to preſs it 
upon Friends to draw nigh unto him from day to 
day, that ſtrength may be renewed, and the divine 
favour of life retained, leſt we loſe the living ſenſe 
meetings. Life, divine life, attended me in this 
little deſtiny, as in the former. And after meet- 
ing I enjoyed the ſweet influence of him who Aa 

| | 4 


of what we often prank enjoy in our religious 
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I ; | the God of my ſalvation, in a degree that was 
"XX greatly to my confirmation and encouragement. 
After this I ſtill continued ſeeking unto and waitin 


| upon God for counſel and direction; in whic 
frame of mind I was favoured to renew and increaſe 


a living acquaintance with bim; and witneſſed freſh 
inſtruSion to my mind. I appeared but ſeldorff in 


E publick teſtimony, and moſtly in a few words at a 


time, and yet I have ſome few times been made 
ſenſible of ſaying too much; and for which I have 


3 felt more pain of mind than I have often felt, if 


= ever, for withholding. However, through merci- 
ful preſervation, I have ſeldom to my knowledge 
appeared oftener or ſaid more than has tended to 
my own relief and ſatisfaction, and, for ought I 
know, to the ſatisfaction of my brethren : bleſled 
be the name of the Lord my God. I bow awfully 
before him, for his directing and preferving preſence 
through many deep probations. He hath been with 
= mein the heights and in the depths ; has ſtrung my 
bow and covered my head in the day of battle. 
I ſerve him faithfully all the days of my ſtay here, 
until I go hence and be ſeen of men no more, 


38 JOURNAL OF 
CHAP. III. 


His exerciſes continued. Paſſes through ſome diſcou- 
Tagements. A word of encouragement to the exer- 
ciſed traveller. A view of God's goodneſs, and 


anciently with Noah, Abraham, &c. Trials about 


the war, paper currency and taxes. An addreſs to 1 
_ is fickneſs, and other trials. Waits in 
filence, &c. | 3 


\ T this time I kept a ſchool for Friends chil- 1 
r 


dren in the town of Providence ; and havi 
ſeveral years paſt believed at times, that it might 


be beſt to preſerve ſome account of = pilgrimage 


through the wilderneſs of this world, I now began 
a more regular and conſtant journal of my exerciſes, 
and the Lord's gracious dealings with me, than I 
had heretofore preſerved. I had before made a few 
minutes of ſome remarkable occurrences, which 
together with what was freſh in my memory, and 
recorded there as not likely ſoon if ever to be ob- 
literated) enabled me to write the foregoing account; 
and thus to bring it forward to this time. 


On the firſt day of the week, the 1ſt of the 1ſt 
month 1775, I fell and received a ſmall wound 
which was attended with conſiderable ſoreneſs and 
pain ; and next day having in addition to this a turn 
of the nervous or ſick head-ach, I was confined to 
the houſe : and hope theſe light afflictions were not 
wholly uſeleſs to me, in regard to my beſt intereſt, 


O! that every trial may help to refine and prepare 
my ſoul for the city of my God. 


Fourth day 11th, went to the quarterly meeting at 
New-Port ; it held two days, not very lively ; 1 
a remnant were concerned to labour for the welfare 
of Sion. | 

; 1775. 
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1775. About theſe days I went through great 


XX diſcouragements and heavy exerciſes ; but was moſt 

enabled to hope and believe it was all for my g 

and would tend, if rightly endured, to my further- 

*X ance and enlargement in divine _—_ - and, bleſſed 
ſu 


be the name of him who led and ſupported me 
through them ; he did indeed ariſe for my help and 


XZ conſolation, even with healing in his wings; and 
that too, when I was almoſt ready to faint, and deſ- 
pair of his help ; which made- me hope I ſhould 


truſt in him, and rely upon him, for the future ; 
even in and through all trying diſpenſations. Indeed 
it is eaſy to hope and believe we ſhall truſt in the 
Lord, when he ſhines upon us, and ſheds abroad 
his love in our hearts, making us livingly to joy 
and rejoice in his preſence, which was now graci- 
ouſly my happy experience; but alas! when we 
have again and again to paſs through the valley and 


*Z ſhadow of death, it is not ſo eaſy to ſtand firm, keep 


the faith, and truſt in God, 


My exerciſed ſoul has had large experience of theſe 
heights and depths ; and knows that nothing but 
divine power can uphold us in times of deep proba- 
tion which we muſt paſs through in our travels to- 
wards the land of reſt. And O! that none ma 

ive out in ſuch ſeaſons, or faint in their minds; it 
is no new thing; it is the beaten path, and all the 
Lord's ranſomed muſt become acquainted with it, 
and travel in it, not taking their flight in the winter; 


and as they thus ſtand firm, they will joyfully}wit- 


neſs, in the Lord's time, the winter to be over, the 
ſummer to advance, the time of the ſinging of birds 
to be come, and the voice of the turtle to be heard 
in their land. Oh! the pangs and ſufferings 
through which ſome have waited again and again for 


the return of theſe bleſſed enjoyments, theſe mo- 


ments of refreſhment from the preſence of the Lord; 
but none have ever rightly waited on the Lord in 
| Rs | vain. 


<< 
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vain. Therefore truſt in him, O my ſoul for ever 
for in the Lord Jehovah is everlaſting ſtrength. 


Fourth day 25th, I attended our monthly meet- 
ing at Smithfield, upper meeting-houſe, found ſome 
dear friends fympathized with me in my deep pro- 
bations : and was particularly comforted by a letter 
from a dearly beloved' friend, written in a manner 
well ſuited to affiſt and encourage my drooping 
mind may | ever walk worthy the remembrance, 
ſympathy, and prayers, of my friends, 


Fifth day, 2d of zd month. In time of filence 
and retirement, in family devotion, wherein we 
were engaged to wait upon the Lord, for the renewal 
of ſtrength together, my mind was livingly opened 
into a treſh and humbling ſenſe of the unſpeakable 
love and goodneſs of God to poor, frail, finite man, 
in ancient days—particularly I was bowed in conſi- 
deration of his wonderful dealings with Noah ; and 


how he was with him in the ark ; and how he taught 


him to prepare it for his own and family's preſerva- 


tion : how he was with Abraham when he left his 
father's houſe at his command, and went forth not 
knowing whither he was to go: alſo how he was 
with Iſrael in Egypt, through the Red ſea, the wil- 
derneſs, and Jordan; with David, when he fled 
from Saul, being hunted as a partridge upon the 
mountains; with Jonah, in the whale's belly; 
with Daniel, in the lion's den ; and the three chil- 
dren, -in the fiery furnace ; with his own well be- 
loved ſon, in the great trials and temptations which 
he was led through in the wilderneſs and among 
men: alſo how he was with the apoſtles, and ſup- 
ported them when men roſe up againfl them; and 
through all their perils by ſea and land, and by and 
among falſe brethren. What ſhall | ſay ? he hath 
ever been a ſanctuary and ſafe hiding place for the 
righteous in all ages, and remains to be ſo ſtill; and 
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as truly and powerfully ſo now as ever.— And as 


my mind was thus led and opened, earneſt breath- 


ings were begotten in me, that we of the preſent 
generation, who have known his loving kindneſs, 


may walk worthy of the continuance thereof, and 
never diſtruſt his care and providence ; aſſuredly 


believing, that he who hath been with us in fix 


Z troubles will not leave us in the ſeventh, if we firmly 
X truſt in, and ſteadfaſtly follow him. But if we 
X ſhould draw back, his ſoul would then have no plea- 
= ſure in us. — Oh ! therefore, faith my ſoul, that we 
may be vigilant, knowing that our adverſary the 
devil, like a roaring lion, goes about continually, 

ſceking whom he may devour. 


In the 6th month I attended our yearly meeting 
on Rhode-Ifland. John Hunt and Nicholas Waln 
from Philadelphia, and William Jones and Benja- 
min Sweat from New- Jerſey, attended ſaid meet- 
ing—lt held a number of days, the ſeveral fittings 
thereof being times of divine favour; the ſouls of 
ſome painfol travellers Zion-ward were greatly en- 
couraged and rejoiced in the Lord. Hear John 
Hunt was livingly opened in goſpel love and autho- 
rity, diyers times among us in theſe meetings. 


On firſt day the 18th of 6th month, a paper was 
ſent from our deputy-governor to the Friends of our 
meeting, requeſting that ſuch as had ſmall arms 
would produce them at the court-houſe next day, in 
order that the guns in the government might be 
known, and an account thereof ſent to the conti- 
nental congreſs. After mature conſideration, a pa- 
per was ſigned by ſuch male members of our ſociety 
as lived within the town, in anſwer to faid requeſt, 
informing that our religious principles and conſci- 
entious perſuaſion did not admit of a compliance. 


This was carried to the 2 who re- 
| shed, ſaying he be- 
N lie ved 


ecived it kindly, and ſeemed fat 
F 
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all mankind. Thus the Lord made way for us, 
bleſſed be his holy name for ever. _ == 
Much cloſe exerciſe of mind I had for a conſider. 
able length of time, on account of ſome particular 
ſcruples which from time to time revived with 
weight, and fo preſſingly accompanied me, that | 
could not get rid of them. It being a time of war, 
and preparations for war between Great-Britain and 


lieved liberty of conſcience was the natural right of f 5 


9 


America, and the rulers of America having made a 
paper currency profeſſedly for the ſpecial purpoſe of 
promoting or maintaining ſaid war; and it being 
expected that Friends would be tried by requiſitions 
for taxes, 2 for the ſupport of war; was 
greatly exerciſed in ſpirit, both on the account of ta- 
ng and paſſing {aid money, and in regard to the pay- 8 
ment of ſuch taxes, neither of which felt eaſy to 
my mind. | helieved a time would come wien 
chriſtians would not fo far contribute to the encou- FX 
ragement and ſupport of war and fightings, as volun- 1 


tarily to pay taxes that were mainly, or even in con- 
ſiderable proportion, for defraying the expenſes there- 
of; and it was alſo impreſſed upon my mind, that 
if I took and paſſed the money that l knew was made 
on purpoſe to uphold war, I ſhould not bear a teſti- 
mony againſt war, that for me, as an individual, 
would be a faithful one. I knew the people's minds 
were in a rage againſt ſuch as, from any motive 
whatever, ſaid or acted any thing tending to diſcoun- 
tenance the war. I was ſenſible that refuſing to pay 
the taxes, or to take the curreney, would immedi- 
ately be conſtrued as a pointed oppoſition to the 
preſent war in particular, as even our refuſing to 
bear arms was, notwithſtanding our long and well 


Q 


known teſtimony againſt it. I had abundant reaſon ? 
to expect great cenſure and {ome ſuffering in conſe 3 
quence of my faithfulneſs, if I ſhould ſtand faithful 
in theſe things, though I knew that my ſcruples 
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uninfluenced by any motives but ſuch as reſpect the 
"WE propriety of a truly chriſtian conduct in regard to 
war at — I had no defire to promote the oppo- 
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reat- Britain; neither had I any deſire on 


meddle with any thing from ſuch views; but to let 


the potſherds of the earth alone in their ſmiting one 
againſt another: but I wiſhed to be clear in the fight 
of God, and to do all that he might require of me 
towards the more full introduction and coming of 
5 


his peaceable kingdom and government on earth. 
found many well concerned brethren, who ſeemed 


to have little or nothing of theſe ſcruples; and ſome 
others who were like minded with me herein. Under 
all theſe conſiderations the times looked ſomewhat 


| 3 gloomy; and at ſeaſons great diſcouragement ſpread 


over my mind. But after ſome ſtrugglings, and a 


FX length of cloſe exerciſe attended with much inward 
looking to the Lord for direction and ſupport, I 


; =. *F& 
* * 


was enabled to caſt my care upon him, and to riſk 


myſelf and my all in his ſervice, come whatever 
might come, or ſuffer whatever I might ſuffer, in 


9 conſequence thereof. I was well aware of many 


arguments and objections againſt attending to ſuch 


ſcruples; and ſome ſeemingly very plauſible ones, 


tom ſeveral paſſages of ſcripture, eſpecially reſpect- 


% 


ing taxes; but I believed | ſaw them all to ariſe 


from a want of clear underſtanding reſpecting the 


3 true meaning of ſaid paſſages; and | knew I had no 


Z worldly intereſt, eaſe, or honour, to promote, by an 


7", 
1 
*$ 
1 9 
o "x; 


2 honeſt attention to what I believed were the reproofs 


and convictions of divine inſtruction. I well knew, 
not only by reading, but experimentally, that * He 
that doubteth is damned (condemned) if he eat; 
and that what is contrary to faith and conviction is 
ſin; therefore I choſe rather to ſuffer in this world 


F 2 than 
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than incur the diſpleaſure of him from whom com- 
eth all my conſolation and bleſſings. = 


In the gth month this year 1776, in company 
with my dear friend Moſes Farnum, I viſited F lends jd 0 
at Richmond, in New- Hampſhire government, a 
branch of our Monthly Meeting. e were twice 
at their meeting, and viſited J believe all their fami- 
lies. It was an exercifing time to me; and I was 
almoſt wholly ſilent both in meetings and families; 
and even much reſtrained from converſation. Let 
I had a hope that all was working together for my 
good; and [ endured my trials with a degree of pati: 
ence, though I often groaned inwardly for deliver- * 
ance, however the Lord brought me through all, 
and gave me to rejoice in his ſalvation. 


Fifth of roth month. Having for nearly a year: 
declined taking the paper currency, agreeably to the FX 
fecret perſuaſion which I had of my duty therein, as 
before mentioned: I have now the ſatisfaction of * 
comparing the different rewards of obedience and 
diſobedience ; for though, from the very firſt circu -- 
Jation of ſaid money, y felt uneaſy in taking it; bs 
fears and reaſonings of one kind or another —— =" 
on me to take it for a ſeaſon ; and then it became 
harder to refuſe it than it would probably have been 
at firſt : but owing more uneaſy and diſtreſſed # 
about it, at length I refuſed it altogether, ſince 
which I have felt great peace and ſatisfaction of mind = 
them; which has in a very confirming manner 
been increaſing from time to time, the longer I have 
refuſed it: and although I get ajmoſt no money of 
any kind, little other being in circulation, vet I had 1 
much rather live and depend on Divine Providence, 
for a daily ſupply, than to increaſe in the mammon 
of this world's goods, by any ways or means incon- 
fiſtent with the holy will of my heavenly Father 
and the prayer of my foul to him is, that I and = 1 
| 18 
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4 | his children may be preſerved faithful to him in all 


his requirings, and out of that love of things here 


bdelow which alienates from the true love of and 
XX communion with him. | 4 


In the 11th month this year I viſited, in compa- 


7 ; ny with a Friend of our monthly meeting, the 


meetings and many of the families of Friends on 


"XZ Rhode-Iſland, and had much ſatisfaction therein; 
for though |] had hard work in ſome families, and 
paſſed through ſome cloſe exerciſes, yet the Lord 


EX was with me and bore me up through all, opening 


FX my way in the ſpring of divine life, and farniſhing 
with 


uitable matter for communication, to the 
relief and conſolation of my own mind, and I hope 
to the benefit and comfort of others. And it was 


; remarkable to me, that in a very ſhort time, indeed 


not many days after I had thus diſcharged my duty, 
and paid this legacy of love to my dear friends on 
this iſland, the king's troops took poſſeſſion there- 
of, whereby the communication was greatly ob- 
ſtructed for a conſiderable length of time between 


1 Friends there and the main, that, had I not given 
up to perform this ſmall ſervice juſt as I did, and 


when the weight of it was livingly upon me, it is 
probable I might never have done it at all, or nat 
to much ſatisfaction. —A ſenſe of the Lord's good- 


X neſs in enabling me to go in the right time, and to 


find relief and ſatisfaction in the vifit, bowed my 
mind and raiſed defires therein, that I might ever 
live like one who knows himſelf to be but a pilgrim 


on the earth, and that God alone can ſuſtain him. 
Amen. . | 


Firſt day, 8th of twelfth month. Divers Friends 
of our meeting at Providence became exerciſed in 
regard to a commotion that was prevailing among 
the inhabitants, It was faid, and I ſuppoſe was 
true, that a Britiſh fleet with troops had be 


F3 


been feen 
not 
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not far from Rhode-Iſland; and it was ſuppoſed 
they were aiming to come into New-Port harbour, 
ad probably up the river to this town. This great: 
4 ſurpriſed many of the inhabitants Many moved 
their goods, and ſome their families out of town, 


in great haſte and precipitancy. The town ſeemed 


in an uproar ; carts rattling, and teams driving all 9 


night ; and, among others, a few Friends in this 
ſudden conſternation were induced to move ſome of 
their effects alſo, and a ſmall matter was done at 


moving their families : and this being, in the view 
of ſome concerned Friends, a weighty, ſerious mat- 
ter, a conference was held after the afternoon meet- 
ing upon the occaſion, ſome Friends of other meet- 
ings alſo being preſent, and though nothing cenſo- 


rious or uncharitable appeared in any reſpecting the 


conduct of any, yet it was adviſed that Friends 
ſhould be very careful to act in moderation, and not 
in the hurry, but wait for clearneſs, and for ability 
to. act becoming our holy profeſſion. Next day 
this advice was further inculcated by the meeting 


for ſufferings which fat in town, and which, after 


ſolid conſideration, adviſed that Friends keep till 
and quiet, and do no more, unleſs, upon deep and 
ſolid conſideration, the way ſhould be clearly ſeen 
for any one to move. It was alſo thought adviſable 
for Friends in all things to conduct fo as not to 
increaſe the commotion and intimidation which was 
already too prevalent among the people. This ad- 
vice was very ſavoury to ſome of our minds, whoſe 
exerciſe was great on this occaſion ; and whoſe tra- 
vail of foul was, that Friends might be preſerved in 
the ſtability of the unchangeable truth. 


Fifth day, 12th of 12th month. My mind was 
impreſſed ſo deeply with a lively ſenſe of the ex- 
cellency and neceflity of true chriſtian charity, that 
I had to ſpeak of it in our meeting in the couſtrain- 
ings of the Father's love, labouring to — 

riends 
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Friends to cultivate this excellent virtue, in their 
own minds and in each other. 


Firſt day, 5th of 1ſt month 1777. For the want 
of cloſe attention to the word of divine hfe in my 
own ſoul, I made a blunder in my publick teſti- 
mony, which greatly humbled me, and made me 
very careful and watchful afterwards. O! it is 

ood to truſt in the. Lord with all our hearts, not 
— to our own underſtandings. It was re- 
lying too much on my own underſtanding and me- 
mory which brought this great anxiety upon me. 
And I record it for future caution, mean-while be- 
ſeeching God Almighty to preſerve me, and all his 
true goſpel miniſters in the right line of ſafety and 
divine qualification. which is in and with the open- 
ing of the Spirit, and with the underitanding alto. 


Fifth day, 23d of 4th month. After a few words 
which I became concerned to expreſs in our week- 
day meeting, my mind was fo clothed with the ſpirit 
of prayer and ſupplication, that I was prevailed 
upon to kneel down and publickly addreſs the throne 
of grace. This was the firſt time | ever appeared 
in vocal publick ſupplication; and it was truly 
much in the croſs, as alſo in great fear and rever- 
ence. It was indeed to me an awful thing publick- 
ly to call on the name of the Lord, and J have 
been many times ſorely grieved at the light, eaſy 
and unfeeling manner in which many do it. A 
few weeks after this, to wit, the 25th of the 4th 
month, in writing a little piece on a ſpecial occaſion, 
after particularly and affectionately mentioning the 
tender feelings and emotions of my heart towards 
ſeveral particular friends and acquaintances,my ſoul 
ſeemed overwhelmed with love and almoſt unut- 
terable good - will to the people of the Lord, where- 
ever ſcattered, the world over; in the freſh flowings 
whereof 1 enlarged nearly as follows: But above 


ys 


£ 
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+ all, O Sion, thou city of the living God! what 


* ſhall I ſay to thee! all that is alive within me is 
* moved at thy being now brought into my remem- 
* brance | how ſhall I expreſs the overflowings of 
that love I now feel for thee; or that ardently 
* travailing exerciſe, which in the rolling of tender 
* bowels engages my foul for thy everlaſting wel- 
fare] May the Lord of hoſts encamp round about 
© thee, as a wall of fire for thy defence. Mayeſt 
thou know an abiding in thy tents, O Ifrael ! 
© Let not the earth, nor all its enchantments, en- 
* tice thee from the croſs, O Iſrael! the Lord alone 
can keep thee, and he only is worthy of thy 
* cloſeſt attention. Keep near, keep near, O cho- 
* ſen generation; keep near thy divine teacher, who 
is graciouſly vouchſafing to teach thee himſelf! 
© Dwell deep, O ye travailing ſouls, give not back; 
* go on with him that hath called you, although it 
may be through fire and water; through frowns 
* and reproaches: the everlaſting Arm will be un- 
* derneath to ſupport you, as you make God your 
refuge, and continue faithful in the glorious work 
of reformation which he is fitting ſome of you 
for. My life in tenderneſs runs out towards you: 
ye are as bone of - bone, and fleſh of my ech. 
Ohl may the Lord protect and preſerve you 
may the bleſſings of the everlaſting hills reſt upon 
* you ; and eſpecially upon ſuch of you as have 
been as it were ſeparated from your brethren, *X 
and devoted to the great work of the Lord in the 
© earth; and be ye aſſured, if ye hold faſt the be- | 
a omg of your confidence and engagement ſtead- 
* faſtly to the end, no weapon formed againſt you 
* thall-ever proſper ; the tongue that riſeth in judg- 
ment [againſt you ſhall be condemned, and even 
though Gog and Magog wage war and oppoſe you, 
the Lamb and his followers ſhall have the vic- 
* tory.'—And as I have good grounds to believe this 
was Written * in the good-will of him who dwelt 
an 
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in the buſh, I feel eaſy to tranſcribe it here, and 
give it a place in theſe memoir. © © 


Having ſome time before this diſmiſſed my ſchool. 
at Providence, I opened one at Smithfield, on the 
12th of the 4th month 1778, under the care, inſpec- 


tion and direction of a ſolid committee, appointed 


by the monthly meeting for that purpoſe. Soon after 
this, I took ſeveral colds one after another, until at 
length, on the 26th of the 2d month, leaving our 
monthly — being quite unable to fit through 
= it, I went to my fiſter's, where I was confined ſeveral 
weeks, brought very low, and at times ready to 
doubt my recovery. Indeed many of my friends 
and relations pretty much gave over expecting it. I 
was, after a ſeaſon of deep exerciſe and probation, 
enabled to reſign up life and all into the hands of 
him who made me, and to ſay in fincerity, thy 
will be done in life or death. And as I lay one 
might in great diſtreſs of body, and deep thought-- 

fulneſs of mind, I was drawn into an awful view 

of death, eternity, and eternal judgment, in a man- 

ner that I never had been before; but feeling 9 

mind perfectly reſigned to depart{this life, and launch 

into an endleſs eternity, if ſo the Lord my God 

ſhould pleaſe to order it; and finding all pain of body 

and anxiety of mind removed, I lay ſtill ſome time, 
thinking probably I might ere Jong be releaſed from 
all the pangs and toils of time, into the glorious 
rejoicings of eternal life. But after a conſiderable 
length of time had paſſed in inward and profound 
ſtillneſs and adoration, large fields of labour were 


ad opened, and I ſaw that | muſt travel from place to 


place in this and diſtant lands, in the Lord's com- 
miſhon and ſervice. From this time I never en- 
tertained a doubt of my recovery, although I had 
afterwards a return or two of the diſorder more ſe- 
vere than before: for theſe openings were in the 
freſh evidence of divine life, which never deceived 
me. 
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me. A flow of divine favour, in the ſheddings 
abroad of the love of God in my heart, remained 
freſh and living with me through moſt of the re- 
maining time of my illneſs. After a few days | 
began to recover, and pretty ſoon got a little about 
again, and before a great while attained my ufual MR 
ſtate of health: may thankſgiving, and glory, and 
honour, be ever aſcribed by my ſoul to him who has 
been with me in ſickneſs and in heaith, ſupporting 
and preſerving me in both, and enabling me to re- 

ſign to his divine diſpoſal. May | ever live anſwera- 
ble to ſuch regard of the Higheſt to me a poor worm 
of the duſt. My ſoul has been bowed, ſelf has 
been abaſed; and through deep proſtration I have 
been made to joy in the Lord, and rejoice in the 
ſalvation of my God and Saviour. 


About the latter end of the 6th month this year, 
an old acquaintance of mine, being now collector 
of rates, came and demanded one of me. I aſked 
him what it was for? He ſaid, to fink the paper 
money. I told him, as that money was made ex 
prefly for the purpoſe of carrying on war, I had 3 
refuſed to take it; and far the ſame reaſon conald 
not pay a tax to ſink it, helieving it my duty to 
bear teſtimony againſt war and fighting. I inform- 
ed him that for divers years paſt, even divers years 
before the war began, and when I had no expec- 
tation of ever being tried in this way, it had been l 
a ſettled belief with me that it was not right to pay x 
ſuch taxes; at leaſt not right for me, nor, in my "3 
apprehenſion, right in itſelf ; though many ſincere t 
brethren may not at preſent ſee its repugnancy to | 
the pure and peaceable ſpirit of the goſpel. I let 1 
him know I did not wiſh to put him to any trouble, 
but would be glad to pay it if I could conſiſtent- 
dee my perſuaſion. He appeared moderate, 
thoughtful, and rather tender; and after a time f 
free and pretty full converſation upon the ſubject, 

: went 
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went away in a pleaſant diſpoſition of mind, I bein 
truly glad o fee him ſo. Divers ſuch deman 
were made of me in thoſe troubleſome times for 
divers years; | ever found it beſt to be very calm 
and candid; and to open, as I was from time to 
time enabled, the genuine grounds of my refuſal ; 
and that if poſſible, ſo as to reach the underſtand- 
"2X ings of thoſe who made the demand. 


; The Lord, who is ever attentive to the good of 
"> ſouls and the exaltation of his kingdom, is on his 
way, and truth will more fully break forth; righ- 
| teouſneſs will come into dominion ; the mountain 
of the Lord's houſe will ſurely be eftabliſhed above 
all the other mountains ; but many of the called, 
through want of faithful attention to the call, ma 
never become the choſen, and ſo never come fort 
valiantly in the teſtimony, nor ſtand immovable, 
nor triumph victorioufly, in the Lamb's warfare. 


I think I have ſeen in the light, that too man 
that have come forth in a degree of true heavenly 
beauty, and through the furnace, being in ſome 
degree refined, have afterwards loved this preſent 
world, delighted in its friendthip, rejoiced in earthly 
accumulations, and let go their hold on heavenl 
good. Alas, for theſe ! if they were but as diligent, 

= watchful, and folicitous for Sion's welfare, and to 

lay up treaſures in heaven, as they are to gather 

#$ ſomething on earth, they would be ſure to grow 

rich in faith and good works, and become heirs of 

the heavenly kingdom. Theſe can never, fo lon 
as their rejoicings are ſo much in earth's enchantin 
purſuits and acquiſitions, rightly bear truth's hol 

XF teſtimony, or lift up its ſtandard to the nations. 

7 Nay, nay : this ſtate prepares them at, leaſt to bear 
gaſuperficial lifeleſs teſtimony ; but very common 

do reaſon, argue, and diſpute, and that too, as they 

X think very wiſely, againſt the rifing, ſpreading, and 


increaſe 


— 
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increaſe , of the teſtimony and government of the : 


prince of, peace. If there is not a diligent waiting 


at wiſdom's gate and in the valley of humiliation, W 
in the true faith and patience of the faints, the ſenſe 


of divine up is gradually leſſened and loſt; and 2M 
5 


inſtead thereof, 


ind of reaſoning takes place, 
wherein the divine life and its bleſſed teſtimony is 


ſtifled and rejected; and thoſe who ſtand faithful 1 


therein are cenſured and condemned. And, O thou . 
exerciſed travailing ſoul, whoever thou art, hold on 
thy way; hold faſt thine integrity; be not diſcou- 
raged at the luke warmneſs or want of true judgment 
and diſcerning in others; but be thou valiant for 


the cauſe of truth in thy day; and then notwith- 
ſtanding all the oppoſition thou mayeſt meet with, 


within or without, the Lord will be thy ſhepherd ; F 


the holy One of [Iſrael will watch over, protect, and 
defend thee ; and as thou leaneſt wholly to the arm 


of his help, and truſteſt ſteadfaſtly in his divine light 
for thy leader, he will ſurely uphold and ſuſtain 
thee through all thy combats and fiery trials in this 


militant ſtate ; and when thy faithful warfare here 
below is fully accompliſhed, he will receive thee 
into his glorious church triumphant, there for ever 


to join the ſhouts and hallelujahs of ſaints and angels, 
in a glorious and unſpeakable participation and frui- 
tion of perfect bleſſedneſs. 


8th month, 4th. I have now freedom to commit | 


to writing a little of what 1 have thought of the 
cuſtom among many Friends of calling one another 
friend, inſtead of calling them by their proper given 


names, which I think deſerves ſerious conſideration, ® 
why this way of ſpeaking, to thoſe whoſe names we 
are acquainted with, is continued in. Is it not to 


ſhun the croſs ? or becauſe calling perſons by their 


names John, James, Peter, Paul, &c. ſounds too Y 
unmodith, or as ſome may think, diſreſpectful? Is 
mere nothing of the ſpirit of the world in thus flinch- 


ing 
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ag from ſtrict plainneſs and fimplicity ? If I am 
ot miſtaken, we ſhall, whenever we arrive to the 
leſſed eſtate the apoſtle mentions, of having every 
thought brought into captivity to the obedience of 
7 Chriſt. be willing to deny ourſelves and take up 
Ihe croſs, even in things that appear to be fooliſh- 
ess itſelf go this world's wiſdom, for it is in ſuch 
pings that God in his wiſdom is often pleaſed to 
| Kxerciſe and prove the integrity of his children, in 
Vyrder to confirm and eſtabliſh their humiliation and 
Jubjection of will to him and his holy law. Here 
pride has no free ſcope ; the ſpirit and friendſhip of 
he world is carefully renounced ; and the croſs in 
Þll its neceſſary operations ſubmitted to and embra- 
red. A plain decent dreſs, a plain houſe, furniture, 
and fare, in all things, will become the humble fol- 
HYowers of a meek and humble Saviour: plainneſs 
end fimplicity of language will beſt adorn a real 
F=chriſtian. L 


” ww — F oO —— 


In theſe days I often renewed covenant 'with my 
Pod -—ſat much alone—kept filence—and bore his 
oke and rod upon me. Many days I ſpent nearly, 
f not quite, without - condemnation ; and [ believe 

*Frithout fin ; though many others were ſo ſpent, as 
so cauſe more or iefs of anxiety and wo: but I even 
found the miniſtration of condemnation was trul 

lorious, becauſe it prepared my mind for, and led to, 
the more glorious miniſtration of juſtification. . Fer- 
Fent was the engagement of my mind; and often 
my peace flowed like a river, and Sion's welfare 
Wwallowed up almoſt all other conſiderations and 
*Foncerns. Much travail did I often feel for the 
Preſervation and growth of the Lord's viſited chil- 
Wren, I mean thole who had become livingly ſenſi- 
le of the operations of his divine power upon their 
pirits —and to ſome of theſe 1 wrote once in a while 
n encouraging or perſuaſive letter, a conſiderable 
YN number 
4 err. =. | 
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number of theſe I have by me, but, to avoid ſwel. g | 


ling theſe memoirs, I omit them here, as alſo; 
pL part of the minutes and memorandums hid 

made of my exerciſes, watchings, ſtrivings, a] 
trials in thoſe days.—In the time of waiting on th 
Lord in ſilent retirement alone, which was moſth** 
my daily practice, it ſometimes pleaſed him to va 
his holy preſence from me, in order to prove m 
patience and ſteadfaſt reliance upon him; and ſome. 


times to command a folemn awful filence in me 
wherein he often ſtood revealed in majeſtic all-ſufi. 
ciency before me, in a manner which I have n: 
words to convey a clear idea of to any who hav: 
not experienced the ſame in themſelves. But I an 
aſſured that all, who rightly wait upon him in ther 
own minds, will find him a God nigh at hand, and 
graciouſly diſpoſed to repleniſh and ſatisfy the hun- 
ry foul. I do not believe a man can go aſide, an 
it down alone, to make the experiment, merely to 
ſee what the conſequence of ſitting in ſilence will be, 
without a real hunger and heart-felt travail; and 
therein be favoured with the flowings of the hoh 
oil. But none ever whit rightly and perſevering|; 
upon God in vain. The incomes of his love affori 
more true joy, than all earth's richeſt enjoyments. 
A feaſt of fat things, of wines on the lees well re. 
* fined,'+ is the comfortable portion of his choſen. 


0 
1 
lf 


In theſe awful approaches I beheld at times wih? 

clearneſs the kind hand of the Lord in leading me 
through many deep probations. I viewed his over. 
turning influence among men, in theſe outwardly ? 
troubleſome times; and now and then my proſpect? 
were livingly extended in great good-will, and rol- 
ing of bowels, towards the church in general, and 
ſome places in particular, with a living evidence 

ſealed on my heart, that, if I abode faithful, I muſt 
devote 3 


\ 1 
* 
1 


+ Ifai. 25. 6. 
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cvote conſiderable time in the ſervice of the goſpel 
In my day and generation. My ſoul, under the 
aiqmating influence of theſe openings and proſpects, 
t ſcaſons, bowed in reverent proſtration before 
Emmanuel, God with us, 
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CHAP. IV. 


On taxes for war. Vifit to ſome families in Dart. 
mouth, and to Moſes Farmum in his laſt fickneſs, 
His marriage. Viſit on Rhode-1ſland. Concern. 
ing ſpirituous liquors. On procuring this world'; 
goods. Thankſgiving, a Poem. Family viſit in 
his own monthly meeting. 


T our yearly meeting this year, 1779, the 
ſubject of Friends paying taxes for war came 
under ſolid conſideration. Friends were unani- 
mous, that the teſtimony of truth, and of our ſo- 
ciety, was clearly nf our paying ſuch taxes as 
were wholly for war; and many ſolid Friends 
manifeſted a lively teſtimony againſt the payment 
of thoſe iu the mixture; which teſtimony appear- 
ed evidently to me to be on ſubſtantial grounds, 
ariſing and ſpreading in the authority of truth. It 
was a time of refreſhment to an exerciſed number, 
whoſe ſpirits I truſt were feelingly relieved, in a 
joyful ſenſe of the light which then ſprung up 
among us. On the whole, I am renewedly con- 
firmed, that however the burden-bearers of the\ 
preſent generation among us may hold on their 
way, or fall ſhort and give back, the Lord will 
rail up a band of faithful followers,, who, prefer- 
ing Jeruſalem's welfare to their chiefeſt joy, will 
preſs through the crowd of reaſonings, and follow 
the Lamb whitherſoever he leadeth them. 


J oO ESE SESTILI_S 
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In thoſe days I paſſed through many trials and 
exerciſes, unknown except to God and my own 
ſoul; but he knew my heart, and all my tribula- 
tions, and how to carry me through them; and 
bleſſed be his holy — he ſupported and bore up 
my drooping mind through every probation and 
beſetment. At times I clearly ſaw he was re- 


fining me in the furnace of affliction ; then why 
ſhould 
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= deed every trial ought to 


| tude, I ſang of his ſalvation. He 
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mould I murmur or repine? Or why doſt thou 
murmur, Oh! afflicted ſoul, whoever thou art? 
for unleſs thou endure chaſtiſement of the Lord, 
thou art a baſtard and not a fon. By his fatherly 
chaſtifements he brings into the obedience and filial 
attachment of ſons—he enables to ſing of mercy 
and of judgment; and confirms his children in a 
ſteadfaſt reliance upon himſelf, through every ſtorm 
and tempeſt. O! bleſs his holy name for ever 
exalt and praiſe him, even for the turning of his 
hand in probation ; for the exerciſe of his rod in 
chaſtiſement. It is all for good, and will ſurely 
work good to all who rightly abide the trial. In- 

be received with thankful- 
neſs, as intended and working for our good. And 
ſeeing afflictions are oft the moſt fubſtantial bleſſings 
to a true chriſtian traveller, let us in true refigna- 
tion of heart, under each painful ſtroke, afcribe 
goodneſs to our God, and, in the pathetic language 
of Young, render him the tribute of thankſgiving, 
and ſay, | 


For all I bleſs thee, moſt for the ſevere.” 


In the twelfth month this year, in company with 
my dear friend Eliſha Thornton, I viſited ſeveral 
families of Friends at Dartmouth. lt was a time 
of great trial: I was ſhut up in filence, pain, and 
poverty of ſpirit, in divers families. I felt like a 
wanderer through a trackleſs deſert; yet, not bein 
eaſy to quit the ſervice, I went on, but till for 
fome time found no relief, more than a conſciouſ- 
neſs of integrity to my God; but, magnified be 
his name for ever, in depth of diſtreſs he heard my 
cry, and aroſe with healing in his wings; and was 
graciouſly pleaſed to command deliverance. My 
tongue again was looſed; and, with tenderneſs and 
contrition, I declared of his dealings; with grati- 

clothed me with 


the ſpirit of ſupplication : I drew near him with 
| G 3 renewed 
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renewed. confidence, and, after ſeveral ſeaſons of 
rEheving communication, returned home, ſaying 
iu my heart, it is enough.” 

Fb nt V 1:4 | 

The giſt of the za month 1780. I went to ſee 
my much beloved friend Moſes Farnum, at Ux- 
bridge, in his laſt ſickneſs. His diſorder was para- 
lynick. He could not ſpeak fo as to communicate 
much of his mind by words; but the lively ſenſi- 
bility of his mind, and the tenderneſs and broken- 
neſs of his ſpirit, were refreſhing to my ſoul. Divers 
Friends were preſent, and nearly all were melted 
into tears and heart-felt tenderneſs. He was juſt 
able to make us ſenſible of his great peace of mind 
in his late religious travels; and that the ſeal and 
evidence of divine approbation therein was now 
impreſſed on his mind. Light and life appeared to 
triumph over all in him. He ſeemed reſigned to 
every trial ; he alſo manifeſted great gladneſs that 
in health he had ſettled and diſpoſed of his outward 
affairs to ſatisfaction. On the 11th of the 5th 
month he was decently buried, having gradually 
declined, until death removed him from works to 
rewards. I truſt he now enjoys a manſion of un- 
diſturbed repoſe in the paradife of God. He was in 
the latter part of his life a pillar in the Lord's houſe: 
a faithful watchman on the walls of Sion. And 
his memory is precious. 


On the 1ſt day of the 5th month this year, 1780, 
at our meeting in Providence, I was married to 
Eunice Anthony, daughter of Danie] and Mary 
Anthony.— The following I wrote her juſt after 
my firſt addreſſes to hex on account of marriage, 
viz. 

North. Providence, 22d of I/ month, 1780, 
Moſt aſfectionateiy beloved, 1 


| © After reading over ſeveral memorandums of the 
exerciſes 
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exerciſes my poor ſoul has paſſed through in my 
pilgrimage through this vale of tears, my heart 
ſalutes thee in a freſh ſpring of that love which I 
feel increaſing, and hope may never wax cold to- 
wards thee, And having felt thee abundantly near 
this evening, I am free to write what revives, 
for thy peruſal, hoping it may be uſeful towards 
our rightly ſtepping along through time together. 
And firſt, dearly beloved, let me tell thee, that 
however ſhort I may be of ſtrict adherence to the 
Light of Life, yet it is my crown, my chiefeſt 
joy to feel the holy, harmonious influences and in- 
ſhinings of the love of Jeſus my Saviour upon my 
ſoul; and I feel that without this I muſt be miſer- 
able indeed. I alſo believe that the true enjoyment 
of the marriage-union conſiſts eminently in both 
being engaged to draw near to the Lord, and act in 
his counſel ; which I not only wiſh, but in a good 
degree expect may be our happy cafe. If it ſhould, 
though we have as it were a dry morſel to partake 
of as to the things of this life, yet we may joy in 
the Lord, and rejoice in the God of our ſalvation. 
Thou knoweſt I have no great things to invite thee 
to.—If we are joined together (the which I truſt 


we already meaſurably are) we muſt not expect 
the paths of affluence; no no. 


This day be bread and peace our lot, 

* All elſe beneath the ſun, 
Thou know'ſt if beſt beſtowed or not, 
And let thy will be done.” 


This, my dear, our minds muſt come to, if we in- 
tend to be happy; yet this I know, that one who 
cannot lie, has promiſed to add all things neceſſary 
to thoſe who ſeek firſt the kingdom of heaven, and 
in this I confide. Let us therefore unite in ſcekin 

this heavenly kingdom, and that in the firſt place. 
And may we, the remainder of our lives, — 


pre 
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preſs after reſignation to the Lord's will; and, above 
all things, ſtrive to pleaſe him who only can give 
2 in whatever circumſtances we may be. 

truſt the guardian angel of his holy preſence 
will encamp around, and his everlaſting arms be 
underneath to ſupport us. Farewell, my dear, 
farewell ſays thy ſure friend 


Jos Scor r,“ 


While I was from home at our quarterly meet- 
ing in the 9th month, I wrote as follows: Lord, 
when I contemplate on thy wonderful condeſcen- 
on to me a poor worm of the duſt; when I re- 
member thy early and repeated calls and viſitations ; 
and how hon pluckedſt my feet out of the mire, 
and led me into the green paſtures of life, filling 
my heart with joy and gladneſs after condemnation 
for evil, and chaſtiſement therefor ; my ſoul bows 
in reverence before thee ; gratitude affects my heart. 
But alas! when I take a view of my ſteppings 
along ſince thoſe times; my want of conſtant ſtay- 
edneſs in covenant with thee ; the weakneſs of my 
reſolutions, and my manifold infirmities ; mourn- 
ing and lamentation fills my heart; ſorrow and 
diſtreſs ſurround me. Lord, what jg, man, that 
thou art mindful of him? and the ſon of man, that 
thou viſiteſt him? Were it not for thy mercies 1 
muſt often have been rejected; were it not for thy 
tender compaſſions, I muſt have been ſhut up in 
darkneſs and perplexitv. - But, bleſſed be thy holy 
name, through judgment and correCtion thou haſt, 
from time to time, reduced me to that tenderneſs 
wherein the flowings of thy love are feit to be 
precious.” | 


In the 12th month this year, our monthly meet- 
ing entered my name as one of a committee to viſit 


families. My circumſtances in life, and a prog þ 
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had of viſiting families on Rhode-Iſland, brought 


ſome diſcouragement over. my mind about this new 
appointment ; but n to the ſervice at 
home, and truſting in the Lord, I gave up to it; 
and, paſſing on — time to time; I had ſome 
cloſe exereiſe, and ſome ſeaſons of ſolid ſatisfaction. 


In the iſt month 1781, I went to Rhode-Ifland, 
and having ſuitable company, viſited about forty-ſix 
families, and attended ſeveral meetings among friends 
there. In the courſe of this viſit, 'I paſſed through 
a time of painful ſtripping for a ſhort \ ſeaſon, yet 
it was a time of great openneſs and divine favour 
through almoſt all the m&ftjhes and fittings. My 
mind was low, humble, and dependant, almoſt con- 
ſtantly looking for the way to ſhut up, as had been 
my experience at ſome other times: but now it 

. pleaſed the ſhepherd of Iſrael to fit and qualify for 
ſervice. The holy anointing oil flowed livingly 
among us. Truth's Teſtimony was again and 
again exalted; the Lord's name and goodneſs mag- 
nified and praiſed, and the hearts of the true wor- 
ſhippers rejoiced; and the careleſs ſons and daugh- 
ters of Sion were admoniſhed and warned. I re- 
turned home with thankful acknowledgments to 
the author of all conſolation for this blefled ſeaſon 
of heavenly enlargement and holy confirmation; I 
was greatly relieved from the exerciſe that had for 
a conſiderable time been impreſſed upon my ſpirit, 
conſtraining me into this little field of ſervice, 


* + 


A concern having been growing among Friends 
for ſome time paſt to diſcourage the frequent and 
unneceſſary uſe of ſpirituous liquors; and alſo to 
diſſuade all our members from dealing in them; 
ſome labour was beſtowed with ſuch as dealt in 
them as an article of trade: they appeared well diſ- 
poſed; and the proſpect was encouraging, that 
Friends would pretty ſoon clear their hands of that 
oY kind 
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kind of commerce. And the uſe of ſuch liquors. 
is much laid aſide among Friends in New- England. 
It was once thought very difficult to do ſome kinds 
of buſineſs without them ; but now it is found 

experience that buſineſs is better done, and health, 


ſtrength, and harmony, better promoted without 
them. - 


31ſt of zu month 1981. I have for years felt 
ſtrong defires to be wholly redeemed from the im- 
proper purſuit of worldly enjoyments, and even 
from all deſires of wealth beyond what my heaven- 
ly Father knoweth I have need of; as alſo from all 
uſe- of things, the procuring of which would re- 
quire more of my time than would be conſiſtent 
with my religious duty; or which would cauſe me, 
or any under me, to labour beyond the true me- 
dium, or beyond the degree which beſt promotes 
health of body and tranquillity of mind. I. have 
mourned to ſee. the true ſtandard ſo lamentably de- 
parted from in theſe reſpects, among all ſocieties 
of proſeſſing chriſtians. Multitudes are miſerably 
toiling and: drudging, from day to day, and from 
year to year, ſcarce allowing themſelves time to 
aflemble for divine worſhip, nor ſcarce time to reſt 
and refreſh their bodies. And many, when they 
do get to their religious meetings, are too often ſo 
exhauſted by immoderate fatigue, that they are fit- 
ter for ſleep than divine worſhip. I am fully ſatis- 
fied, if men would keep to that holy principle 
which bounds the defires, and gives content in a 
moderate way of living, they would enjoy more fo- 
lid peace and happineſs than is often experienced in 
the apartments of affluence, or in the walks of 
magnificence. What is all the glitter and ſhew of 
high life in compariſon of, . En 
* What nothing earthly gives, nor can deſtroy, 
The ſoul's calm ſunſhine, and the heart-felt joy. 
« True virtue's prize. | 
Thouſands 
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Thouſands are anxiouſly aiming to keep up an 
appearance which, though far behind many, is yet 
above their real ability to ſupport, without injury to 
their circumſtances ; indeed a little ſtraming beyond 
our circumſtances may embarraſs us through life, 
keep us upon the toil, and diſcompoſe our minds, or 
at leaſt abſorb our attention, ſo as to embitter our 
lives, or prevent that true quiet, wherein we might 
dwell ſo inward and reſigned as to acquarnt our ſelves 
with God, and be at peace. Moreover, it is too 
commonly the caſe, that even . people, that 
is, ſuch as have been really ſo for a ſeaſon, when 
they give way to this dangerous deſire of wealth, 
or of living too much as they ſee others live, that 
they gradually loſe ground, until, in their planning 
and contriving, they get more or leſs in a way of 
over-reaching, or at leaſt of crowding too hard upon 
thoſe they deal with, bearing them down in their 
prices, or in {ome degree extorting too great a price 
for things fold them. There are many ways to op- 
preſs a little, take ſmall advantages, and exerciſe 
ſome degree of extortion. And when the mind be- 
comes habituated and gradually reconciled to a leſs 
degree, the way is too often paved to a greater degree, 
until many things will go down pretty eaſily, which 
would have fat very uneaſy upon the mind in days 
of greater tenderneſs, and more conſcientious — 
nels and holy fear. I doubt not many have ſeen 
and deplored theſe things in their early progreſs, 
thought they would not for all earth's glory be over- 
taken in them, and yet, letting out their defires 
after more than is meet for them, have ſlid gradually 

into the ſame error. |] have ſeen the progreſs of 
this ſpirit with ſorrow, and mourned over ſome who 
have been grievouſly entangled and enſnared in it.— 
Oh ! thou traveller Sion-ward, flee; flee for thy 
life, from all theſe allurements ; take God for thy 
portion, and his holy ſpirit for thy law and. limitati- 
on. Be content with what is convenient for _ . 

there 
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there is more true joy therein, than in all the aceu- 
mulations of avarice. I believe it will be for 
me, and all that would live godly in Chriſt Jeſus, 
often to examine impartially, Do I exerciſe no 
degrees of extortion ? am I redeemed from the love 
and friendſhip of the world ? do I not give way to 
deſires of living above what truth, or my circumſtan- 
ces allow of? am I not in the uſe of ſome thin 
which are not neceſſary? If thou haſt this belief, 
fee to it. and endeavour to deny thyſelf, and be ſatis- 
fied with ſuch things, and ſupplies of them, as thy 
heavenly Father knoweth thou haſt need of. 


At our quarterly meeting in the ſeventh month, 
a committee was appointed to viſit the ſeveral 
monthly meetings, and labour, as ability might be 
given, for a reformation. - Some endeavours were 
uſed to diſſuade Friends from that uſe of things 
which promote not the true harmony of mankind, 
nor do any eflential to thoſe who uſe them. 
This ought to be a ſerious conſideration with all 
chriſtians, * they that are Chriſt's have crucified the 
* fleth, with the affections and luſts. / What then 
have they to do with care, toil, and anxiety, to pro- 
cure things needleſs: with pride, vanity, and indul- 
gence, in the uſe of them ?—All the uſe of this 
world's goods, is but to provide for our outward 
comfort through this paſſage, or lite, and yet how 
many make themſelves flaves, or at leaſt greatly 
lefſen or prevent their own comfort in life, by giv- 
ing way to the influence of . deſires, and 


imaginary wants. 


11th of 12th month 1781. O] that I may be 
preſerved preſſing forward with full purpoſe of heart 
towaids a ſtate of perfect freedom from fin. I know 
well that no one fin can be mortified and overcome, 
but through divine aſſiſtance; but as certainly as the 
| n: power 
+ Gal. v. 24. 


_ 
. Tas Fl 
« 1 N ene : 
nern 3 A * A= 6 


JOB SCOTT. 65 


power of God upon us can, or ever does, enable us 
to overcome any one evil; ſo certainly it is able to 
aſſiſt us to the complete „ ; and we 
may rely upon it he will redeem us from all iniquity, 
unleſs the ſtubbornneſs of our wills prevent. If 
Jeruſalem's children had given up their own wille, 
Chriſt would have gathered them. According to 
his own teſtimony he would ; but they would not. 


4th month.22nd, 1782. 
Qu1eTNEss, as a canopy, covers my mind. 


Great God thy name be bleſt, 
Thy goodneſs be ador'd, 

My ſoul has been diſtreſs'd, 
But thou haſt peace reſtor d. 


A thankful heart I feel. 
In peace my mind is ſtaid, 
Balſamic ointments heal, 

The wounds by ſorrow made. 


Though elements contend, 
Though wind and waters rage, 
I've an unſhaken Friend, 
Who doth my grief aſſuage. 


Though ſtorms without ariſe, 

Emblems of thoſe within, 

On Chriſt my ſoul relies, 
The facrifiegfor ſin. 


Though inward ſtorms prevail, 
| icting to endure, | 

I've help that cannot fail, 

In Him that's ever fure. 


Though outward war and ſtrife, 
Prevail from ſea to ſea, | 
H V've 
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I've peace in inward life, 
And that ſufficeth me. 


Though clamour rear its head, 
vi Ani ſtalk from ſhore to ſhore, 
My food is angels bread, | 
hat can I covet more ? 


Though ill reports abound, 
Suſpicions and ſurmiſe, 

I -find, and oft have found, 
In death true comfort lies; 


That death I mean whereby 
Self- love and will are lain, 
For theſe the more they die, 
The more the Lamb doth reign. 


And well aſſur'd I am 
True peace 1s only known, 
Where He the harmleſs Lamb 
Has made the heart his throne. 


Then, then may tempeſts rage, 
Cannon may roar in vain ; 

The Rock of every age, . 
The Lamb, the Lamb doth reign. 


Fifth month, 23d. I feel breathings of ſoul to be 
ſet at liberty from the bondage of earthly cares, that 
they may have no more ſhare of my attention than 
duty requires, | have ſeen with heart-felt pain the 
ravages of a worldly ſpirit; 1 have mourned the de- 
ſolations which the love of gain has made among 
many, who once in degree renounced it. 


O! Lord, God Almighty, I pray thee ariſe for 
our help; for except thou, O holy Helper, help, 
there is no help for us: the people whom thou haſt 


called 
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called out of Egyptian darkneſs will yet periſh in 
the wilderneſs, and never enter into poſſeſſion of 
the promiſed land, unleſs thou, O moſt merciful, 
again make bare thy holy arm for our awakening 
and furtherance in the way of life. 


Our yearly meeting this year was graciouſly own- 
ed, and overſhadowed by the wing of ancient good- 
neſs : the Shepherd watered and fed his flock; he 
ſheltered his lambs, and prepared a banquet for his 
choſen, and made them ſweetly reſt as at noon. 


After the meeting was over the language of my 
heart, in thankful acknowledgment, was a lan- 
uage of praiſe. I knew the bleſſing was from 
3 I knew the rain was not at our command; 
nor was the table ſpread, and tlie feaſt prepared, 
but by the bounteous hand of Iſrael's God. Re- 
turn, O my ſoul, to the place of thy reſt, for the 


Lord thy God hath dealt bountifully with thee. 


The con:inuation of divine favour for ſome little 
time after this, repeatedly rejoiced my ſpirit. At 
length, through the all-wiſe overturnings of him 
who knew how to lead me on in ſafety, I was again 
reduced to want, and had to feel much inward lean- 
neſs. In this ſtate I ſcarce had any thing to rejoice 
in but infirmities ; but, relying on him whoſe co- 
venant is as ſure with the night as with the day, 
and who never forſakes thoſe who do not forſake 
him, I felt, in the midſt of my ſtrippings, and was 
therein ſtayed, that * patience in low times is an ex- 
* cellent anchor, and hope bears up the ſoul.” 


Ninth month, 23d. In reading the occurrences 
of Abraham's life in Ellwood's Sacred Hiſtory, my 
heart was deeply affected. Oh ! his faith how firm! 
his devotion how lively! See him leave his father's 
houſe, his native land, and go forth at the call of 

the 
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the Lord, not knowing whither he went. See him 
erecting his altar to the Moſt High, and * calling | 
on the name of the Lord the everlaſting God. 

See him on Moriah's mount, refigning his beloved 
fon? What heart unmoved can view the tranſac- 
tions of fuch a life, or read with indifference the 
dealings of the Almighty with this father of the 
faithful ?—He was the friend of God, and God was 
his friend. O that we, who boaſt the light of goſ- 
pel days, were true ſucceſſors in the faith of Abra- 
ham; a living faith that wrought with his works, 


and by his works of righteouſneſs, devotion, and 
true holineſs, was made perfect. 


In the 11th month, in company with other friends, 
I viſited upwards of ſeventy families within the 
verge of our monthly meeting; had great ſatisfac- 
tion in ſome places, and ſuffered deeply in others, 
The author of all good was with us, and at times 
greatly refreſhed our ſpirits. In the courſe of this 
viſit 4 had to view with ſadneſs thoſe who were 
overcome by the god of this world. Others I 
viewed as riſing above the world, and laying hold 
on eternal life. Theſe felt near my ſpirit in the 


inviſible relationſhip, and I rejoiced in their ſucceſs 
in the Lamb's warfare. 
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Aves 2 coor 
His removal to Glouceſter, His Siſter Sarah's 
death, On filent waiting in families. Viſit te 
the quarterly and monthly meetings. On firift 
plainneſs and ſimplicity of living. Vifits families 
at Richmond. The true light, fun, moon, q 
flars, alluded to. On the fix and ſeven days. 
On the ſeven ſeals. 8 | 


N the 5th of the 4th month 1782, I moved 
with my family to Glouceſter, within the 
limits - of the meeting of Uxbridge, a branch of 
our monthly meeting, having for ſome time before 
believed, under divers conſiderations, and of differ- 
ent kinds, that it might be beſt for me to ſpend a 
portion of my time in that neighbourhood, about 
eighteen miles from my home in North-Providence. 
I fully expected to return again ſome time or other, 
but did not know when it might be. I remember- 
ed the movements of Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob, 
and in the recollection thereof, a degree of ſolid 
ſatisfaction was afforded me. I had fome outward 
proſpects in removing; but I not only did not 
aim at wealth, nor expect an increaſe of outward 
| ſubſtance, but 1 had other, and I truſt higher mo- 
tives in it than related to my own temporal con- 
cerns. And, ſoon after | became ſettled there, I 
found a field of ſervice opening before me in a reli- 
gious line, a ſenſe whereof I had for ſome time 
had upon my mind previous to this removal. There 
were a few precious ſouls here deeply and well en- 
aged in the cauſe of truth, and with whoſe fpirits 
was often livingly united in travail for the welfare 
of Sion, and building of her walls. We had times 
of deep probation ; and, through holy help, many 
feaſons of rejoicing together in the Lord. On the 
whole, I had frequent confirmations that my being 
here was promotiye at leaſt of my own growth in 
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the everlaſting truth. Lord God! of all the holy 
ancients, be with me I pray thee, and guide me in 
the way wherein thou wouldſt have me to go, no 
matter where or when, ſo that thy never-failing 
preſence goes with me in all my travels through the 
wildernels of this world, to a houſe not made with 
hands, eternal in the heavens. Amen. 

Mt ſoon after my removal, my dear fiſter Sarah 
H died at her home in South-Kingſton. She 
was a religious woman. She improved much in 
true chriſtian reſignation, and died in a freſh and 
living ſenſe of heavenly joy. I attended her burial, 
enjoying, in the midſt of my mourning, a fatisfac- 
tion, in a full belief that her removal from a world 
of anxieties and cares, was a removal to an inheri- 
tance in the manſions of bliſs. 


I have been renewedly confirmed in the great 
advantage to families, and even to ſmall children, 
that reſults from fitting down in ſolemn ſilence, 
and therein waiting upon God. I have ſeen the 
children much broken and tendered in ſuch ſeaſons, 
ſo that, even when there has not been a word 
ſpoken, the tears have rolled down their cheeks, and 
their looks have been evidently expreſſive of heart- 
felt ſenſations. This practice alſo learns them ſilence 
and ſubjection; it curbs their wills, and habituates 
them to reſtraint, and a patient waiting, for their 
parents permiſſion, to engage in their little diverſi- 
ons. The habits of ſilence, ſubjection, and patient 
waiting for permiſſion, are very uſeful to children 


from infancy to mature age, and many ſuffer much 


for want of it. I have alſo ſeen much advantage 
to children, and indeed to whole families, from the 
practice of a ſolemn pauſe at meals; it learns chil- 
dren ſtillneſs, decency, and reverence; and, where 


it is done in a feeling manner, with minds rightly 


turned to feel after God and experience his — 
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and is not practiſed in a flight formal manner, it 
tends to ſeaſon and ſolemnize the minds of 
and old. I have ſeen it done in a very careleſs life- 
leſs manner, with ſcarce any reverence; divers of 
the family converſing not far from the table; and 
ſcarce any ſenſe of the divine preſence prevalent in 
the minds of thoſe around it; and perhaps the pauſe 
ſcarce long enough to allow of much ſolid ſenſi - 
bility, or reverential acknowledgment of the favours 
received from the bounty of a gracious God, in the 
ample proviſions of his providential care for our 
bodies; or his continued extenſion of fatherly re- 
rd to our immortal ſouls. I think ſuch an un- 
vout appearance can' be very little to the divine 
acceptance; but where. a proper pauſe is obſerved, 
and the Lord is therein ſeriouſly ſought to, the 
mind being feelingly impreſſed with a ſenſe of his 
aid and aihſiance, and all branches of the family are 
reverently ſilent ; it is an oblation well- pleaſing in 
the fight of God, and very uſeful to ſuch families. 
I am morally certain, that I have many a day gone 
through the cares and concerns of life with much 
more compoſure, ſtability, ſatisfaCtion, and propriety 
for the ſtrength and aſſiſtance I have found, in draw- 
ing near to God in folemn filence in my family; 
and I wiſh the practice of reverently adoring him 
in this way, may increaſe more and more. 


Our yearly meeting this year was a favoured ſea- 
ſon: divers weighty matters were tranſacted in love 
and chriſtian condeſcenſion through the qualifying 
influence of the maſter of our aſſemblies, who 
graciouſly owned this our annual ſolemnity by the 
overſhadowing of his love and life-giving preſence. 
Some ſuitable advices were ſent down to the in- 


ferior meetings, upon ſundry important ſubjects. 


After this meeting, in company with divers other 
Friends, who with myſelf were under the yearly 
| £ meeting's 
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meeting's appointment to viſit the quarterly and 


monthly meetings, I viſited Acoakſet, Dartmouth, 


Nantucket, Sandwich, and Swanzey monthly meet- 
ings, Sandwich quarterly meeting held at Nan- 
tucket, and our own at Smithfield, We found a 
want of charity in ſome few, very ſtrict in outward 
plainneſs, who, from a miſguided zeal, held others 
too much at a diſtance on account of their not ap- 
pearing equally plain with themſelves in drefs, &c. 
which was cauſe of grief to me, yet I am a hearty 
well-wiſher to plainneſs: I grieve to ſee the forrow- 
ful departure from it into pride and ſuperfluity : I 
never ſaw an inſtance of any very conſiderable de- 
parture of this kind, but what 1 had reaſon to be 
convinced, that a real loſs was ſuſtained by the indi- 
viduals, or their beſt advancement prevented. But 
I have ſuffered much deep diſtreſs of ſoul under a 
painful and deprefsing ſenſibility, of that contracted, 
illiberal, and harſh ſpirit, which in ſome inſtances 
has the aſcendancy, leading them into extremes 
without the life. i know the truth leads into great 
regularity and circumſpection of life; and I abhor 
that light chaffy ſpirit that makes ridicule of it, and 
lightly eſteems the exemplary appearance and true 
religious zeal of the faithful. I doubt not many 
hbertine minds may lay hold of ſuch remarks as the 
above to juſtify their own deviations from the plain 
path of truth, the narrow way that leads to life ; 
and think thereby to ſcreen themſelves from the 
| juſt judgment of truth through the brethren ; but 
this will not avail them; the way remains, as ever 
of old, a narrow way, a way of ſelf-denial, and the 
daily croſs. But Oh unhappy and deluded people, 
whoever they are, that in their zeal for externals, 
loſe charity. They depart from the life and lay 
hold on formality ; for all outward things in religion 
dwindle unavoidably into formality, in proportion 
as charity is departed from, and zeal takes place in 


things pertaining to the outſide of the cup and plat- 


ter, 
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ter, without a living ſenſe of the inward ſpring of 
life which can never be experienced without living, 
fervent charity. Therefore let us ever keep ſteadi- 
ly to our plain way of living, in the life of truth; 
fot I am aſſured, fo far as it is rightly kept to, truth 
owns and ſupports it; and its influence on the 
mind is very beneficial. But Oh, that we may 
ever be preſerved from a narrow, raſh, cenforious 
ſpirit ; and from over-rating any outward regularity, 
or exact living; leſt, as we grow in the form, we 
dwindle as to the life. Although theſe remarks 
may not have a very extenſive influence in rightly 
guarding others ; yet I muſt write what I have to 
write and leave it, hoping divine providence will 
yet build up Sion and fortify Jeruſalem, direCting 
the courſe of the ſincere-hearted between all the 
extremes, in the ſure and ſafe path of virtue, where 
a lively active zeal is tempered with liberality of 
heart and ſentiment, in the flowings of true-cha- 


rity. 


We laboured in the monthly meetings as ability 
was afforded, and I truſt to ſome ſolid ſatisfaction. 
I got home to my dear wife and family the Bth of 
the 75th month, and finding them tolerably well, I 
left home next day to attend our on quarterly 
GRE: Here I was rather too active in diſcipline. 
I have found it my buſineſs ſometimes of late to be 
more inward in travail, and leſs active in the exer- 
ciſe of the wholeſome rules of ſociety than I once 
was, and believe, when 1 have obeyed the call into 
this inward, ſtill abode, and there felt my loins 
rightly girded, it has contributed much more to 
the on exerciſe of the diſcipline, than when, 
through a deſire for its proper adminiſtration, I 
have, by over-aCting, ſeemed to do a good deal for 


its execution. 


In the night, the gth of the 8th month, there 


Was 
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was a froſt which killed ſome of the vegetables, 
even ſome indian corn. This being ſo very early 
in the year, and coming after a 11 4 of many re- 
freſhing ſhowers, and at a time of very fair and 
8 proſpect of plentiful crops, my mind was 
led into a train of ſerious reflections, how the Al- 
mighty, who had thus brought forward our fields, 
41 proſpects, could cut them all off; and how 
entirely dependant we are upon his bounty for every 
bleſſing. Were his compaſhons to fail, his pro- 
vidential aids to be withdrawn, alas ! we, poor frail 
mortals, ſhould ſocn periſh, 


In the gth month I viſited Friends families at 
Richmond, New-Hampſhire, a very diſtant branch 
of our monthly meeting. At ſeveral of our meet- 
ings at Uxbridge, not long after this, I had living- 
ly to found an alarm among Friends; and my ſoul 


humbly rejoiced in the relief J obtained in theſe 
few favoured meetings. 


1784, 2d of 2d month. The exerciſes of my 
mind have for ſome time paſt rather increaſed, inſo- 
much that, for a conſiderable part of the time I 
have felt like being in the furnace, eſpecially in 
meetings, but much ſo out of them alſo. Indeed 
it has felt like the power and fire of the Lord laying 
hold of the remains of pride and evil in me and 
burning like an oven; that is, zywardly and fer- 


vently.—May all be conſumed that cannot abide the 
_ fiery trial. 


And it has been gradually from time to time open- 
ed and ſealed on my mind, that a part of the ſcrip- 
tures, which many generally underſtand to ſpeak 
only of outward things, may be underſtood by the 
truly enlightened to convey inward and ſpiritual in- 
ſtruction. God's defign is to confound the wiſdom 
ef the wiſe, and bring to nought the underſtanding 


of 
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of the prudent. He has hid and will hide divine 


things from the wiſe and prudent, and reveal them 
unto babes. 


The natural man not only does not, but cannot 
know them, becauſe they are only * ſpiritually diſ- 
«* cerned.” To this purpoſe Chriſt ſpake in para- 
bles, that ſuch as had an eye inward to the divine 
light, which alone gives the true ſpiritual diſcerning, 
might underſtand, receive, and know the myſteries 
of his kingdom, while all the wiſe and learned 
could but gueſs, miſtake, ſtumble, and be confoun- 
ded.—So when the diſciples aſked him why he 
ſpake in parables, he informed them it was becauſe 
it was giten to them to know theſe things, but to 
others it was not given. It was not given to them, 
to the excluſion of any in the ſame ſtate of inward 
ſeeking, docility, and childlike ſimplicity, 


God's deſign was then, and ever will be, to hide 
theſe things from all ſuch as are ſtriving to know 
them by their own mere natural powers : they may, 
and do ſtudy the ſcriptures, and reaſon very copi- 
ouſly upon them, and think they clearly compre- 
hend their meaning, and yet remain in total dark- 
nels, as to the ſpiritual import, meaning, and myſ- 


» 


tery of many paſſages which they are ſtrongly per- 
ſuaded they underſtand rightly. 67 


Before this wiſdom and creaturely comprehenſion 
the ſtumbling- block is, by God's deterfffination and 
countel, laid; on purpoſe laid, that man ever may 
{ſtumble and fall and be ſnared and taken, fo long as 
he goes this way to work to underſtand divine 
things ; not that God determines any certain num- 
ber of perſons thall to ſtumble, and be ſnared, &c. 
but all uimuvertally on this ground, and in this wiſ- 
dom ; for throu b all ages it is true, if any man 
* thinketh that he knoweth any thing, he knoweth 


* nothing 
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nothing yet as he n 5 to know.“ Even Paul 
declares, I know nothing by myſelf.'+ | 


While Paul thought he knew ſomething divine 
by or of himſelf, his reaſoning roſe againſt the 
Meſſiah, and with all his might he fought againſt 
the only true way of ſalvation. So, in degree, it 
will de with all; if they think they know, even 
any thing divine of eren or by the exerciſe of 
their own creaturely faculties, they have never yet 
learned any thing as they ought; for as ſoon as 
they know any thing as they ought, they ſee and 
know that they knew nothing by or of themſelves ; 
but are altogether beholden to a ſpiritual diſcerning 
from the divine light ſhining in their hearts, to give 
them this knowledge Hence ſays the apoſtle, 
God, who commanded the light to thine out of 
* darkneſs, hath ſhined (take notice where this 
ſhining is) in our hearts, to give the light of the 
knowledge of the glory of God in the face of 
« Jeſus Chriſt. “ | 


Here, firſt, it is God that hath ſhined ; ſecondly, 
it is © in our hearts; thudly, it is to give us what 
we had not before, and could not have without 
this inſhining, that is, the light of the knowledge of 
his own glory; fourthly, it is in the face of Feſus 
Chri/?—his inward appearance, whereby he cauſ- 
eth his light to ſhine upon us, in order that we may 
be ſaved ; that we can ever fſce * the light of the 
knowledge of the glory of God.“ according to the 
true ſaying, * In thy light we fee light. f His 
light ſhining * in our hearts, is the only poſsible 
medium wherein and whereby we can fee God, or 
clearly diſcern his glory; for it is an eternal truth, 
© whatſocver doth make manifeſt is light *$4 Na- 
tural light manifeſts natural things, and ne 

| an 
* x Cor. viii. 2. + 1 Cor. iv. 4. 1 2 Cor. iv. 6. 
++ Pſal. xxxvi. 9. t{ Eph. v. 13. 
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and divine things. As water riſes but to the height 
of the fountain head; and as effects cannot exceed 
their cauſe; ſo nothing ſhort of divine light can 
ever fully manifeſt him to the mind of man. 


The ſcriptures will ever remain in a great degree 
fealed book to the mere natural underſtandings 
the wiſeſt of men. Volume after volume of com- 
mentaries have been written upon them, which, TI 
have no doubt, have often ſerved, as a certain au- 
thor has advanced, to entomb, rather than enſhrine 
them; or to darken, rather than explain their ge- 
nuine meaning. Thoufands paſs the time of their 
ſojourning here below, hoodwinked and muffled up 
in darkneſs, under the baleful influence of this 
kind of theological or ſyſtematical knowledge or 
ſpeculation, falſely called divinity. But in the midft 
of all this aten ignorance, and, in degree, ac- 

uired blindneſs, which overruns the nations; the 
God of grace is not wanting in the extenſion of 
his own immediate rays upon the minds of men: 
thoſe who turn from, diſregard, and rebel againſt the 
light, are juſtly left in darkneſs, for being, as 
thoſe in Job's days, of them who rebel againſt 
* the light, they know not the ways thereof, nor 
* abide in the paths thereof.“ But thoſe who, 
while they have light, believe in the light,“ and 


* walk in it, they become the children of it, and 
are led into all truth. 


I may now proceed with my own exerciſes and 
openings. It was clearly given me to behold many 
deep things in the viſions of God; things which 
the wifdom of the natural man, though high in 
profeſſion of divine knowledge, would probably 
laugh at and deſpiſe, and me for my weakneſs, were 
I to unfold them. But though I may not at prefent 
be permitted to unfold much, I may fay I have 


25 I ſeen 
* Job xxiv. 13. + John xii. 36, 
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ſeen clearly to my full ſatisfaftion, that Moſes, i 
writing of creation, of the fall of man, and of 
things in the upright and in the fallen ſtate, wrote 
m the pure openings of divine light, though very 
little underſtood by men in the rt nature and ſtate. 
It is alſo plain and evident to my mind. in the light, 
that the prophets ſaw things in the holy light of 
Jeſus, and ſpake of them in very inſtructive me- 
taphors and expreſſions, though hid from and un- 
perceived by the wiſe and learned. 


Many a ſermon has been preached by thoſe who 
call themſelves miniſters of Chriſt, upon parts of 
paſſages out of the prophets, and the reſt of the 
ſcriptures; many heads of doctrine raiſed from 
them; many diviſions and ſub-diviſions made; 
much explanation attempted; and much art and 
oratory diſplayed; and yet the life, marrow, and 
main importance of the paſſage entirely unſeen and 
untouched by the ſpeaker, and little or no inſtruc- 
tion conveyed to the hearers; and all for want of a 
ſpiritual diſcerning of the true intent and meaning 
of the ſcriptures. 


Thus alſo the doctrines of Chriſt and his apoſtles, 
as to their molt lively and ſpiritual ſignification, 
are to this day hid from the wiſe and prudent, and 
ſealed up with ſeven ſeals to all who witneſs not 
their opening by the lion of the tribe of Judah, 
who alone unſeals them. To theſe they are gra- 
dually opened, not all at once. I have many 
things,“ ſays this wonderful counſellor and open- 
er, to ſay unto you, but ye cannot bear them 
* now.'+ So he opens progreſſively, as we are able 
to receive, one ſeal after another. There are ſever 
ſeals, becauſe none can ever come to the full un- 
derſtanding of the whole myſtery, and have al! the 
book of life laid open, until they re, and ceaſe whey 
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ly from man, from themſelves, and all their own 
workings, gueſſings, and conceivings, which ever 
will attend them more or leſs through the /i work- 
ing days, until they come to the complete ſabbath 
of reſt on the ſeventh day, wherein they * reſt 
from their own works as God did from his.“ 
Here God becomes their all in all, their whole de- 
pendance for opening and illumination; and there- 
fore here the „ ſeal is opened, and the hea- 

venly myſtery diſcloſed. 


And now, in confirmation that this is the mean- 
ing of the number ſeven, as comprehenſive of all 
| the ſeals that can poſſibly ſeal up divine truth from 
man, —let us obſerve, that when John calls upon 
him that has wi/dom, (divine wiſdom, for all elſe 
ever fails) to count the number of the beaſt, or the 
number of his name, which he expreſlly ſays * is 
the number of a man, he plainly ſhews us that 
the whole, the utmoſt number of a man, and of 
all his workings, buildings, comprehendings, and 
conceivings, which make up the whole life, power, 
policy, religion, and worſhip of the beaſt, is com- 

rehended in ſixes and that there is not one ſeven 
in it all. For, ſays he, his number is fix hundred 
three- ſcore and fix, that is, 666. Here we ſee, 
that although the workings of a man may be mul- 
tiplied to ten times, and even an hundred times of 
the fix working days, wherein he reſts not from 
his own works nor comes to the true ſabbath (where- 
in no creaturely work is done, not even a fire of 
his own ſparks or creaturely animation and warmth 
kindled) it is all but the number of the beaſt or 
falſe worſhip, and man-made creeds and ſyſtems. 
On the real Sabbath, wherein the true reſt from 
every thing creaturely is witneſſed, and God is 4101 
in all, the worſhip is divine; the ſeals are opened 
even to the ſeventh; the myſtery is ſeen; God 

[ 
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ſtands revealed to the ſoul; his works are known. 
and in the true knowledge of him, the beginning of 
eternal life is enjoyed even here on earth, for it is 
the real knowledge of Gad, not the ideal conceivings, 
that is the cternal life of immortal ſpirits. And 
until this is attained, do as much as we will in the 
fixes, there is the one thing needful wanting, which, 
while it is wanting, cannot be numbered; for indeed 
we can never number or perceive it clearly, truly 
and fully, fo long as the ſeventh ſeal remains un- 
opened to us. For until they are all opened, we 
{hall ever be liable to be gueſſing, contriving, in- 
venting, and hewing out broken ciſterns to ourſelves. 
Many may and do ſuppoſe the opening of the ſeals 
is only hereafter ; but thoſe to whom they are open- 
ing and opened, know they have their opening here 
in time progreſſively : but this is only as God is 
waited upon, For unleſs we wait upon him for the 
opening, we are ever liable to obſcure our own 
minds, and cloud our underſtandings by our own 
buſy workings and ſpeculations : And therefore at 
the opening of the ſeals, chap. vi. the call, come 
and fee,” was divers times repeated; intimating 
that we muſt come quite away from our own noti- 
ons and imaginations, keep a fingle eye to the light 
of life, waiting upon God in and through the 
divers openings—lIn this attentive, ſingle, waiting 
ſtate, deep myſteries are opened. But inſtead of 
peace to the carnal mind, the openings begin with 
the voice of thunder. For when the lamb opened 
the firſt ſeal, John heard as it were the noiſe of 
thunder, ver. 1, For terrible things in judgment 
accompany that abaſement of creaturely pride and 
comprehenſion through which the vail is rent, and 
the ſeals that have ſhut up the underſtanding opened. 
Sion ſhall be redeemed with judgment.“ | 


In this work of redemption, renovation, and re- 
moval 
{ Ifai. i. 27. 
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moval of the ſeals, (for it goes on gradually together) 
the Lord who is light in himſelf, and ever dwells in 
the light, that is, in his own eſſence, appears to our 
minds as breaking through the clouds. The clouds 
are in us and not in him; and in diſpelling them, 
that ſo the ſeals may be opened, he appears in ways 
of terror and amazement to the creature, repreſented 
by the morſe of thunder.” Thus we read in another 
place, Clouds and darkneſs are round about him, “* 
and with God is terrible majeſiy. 7 And experi- 
ence abundantly confirmeth, that, in diſperſion of 
the c/ouds, he —4 appears in terrible majeſty indeed; 
cauſing the thunders, and indeed before the whole 
myſtery is diſcloſed, even ſeven thunders to utter their 
voices. Hence we find, chap. x. 1. John ſaw ea 
* mighty angel come down from heaven,* and 
though * a rainbow was upon his head, and his face 
vas as it were the ſun, and his feet as pillars of fire, 
yet (Oh! divine inſtruction) he was clothed with 
a cloud.* This cloud muſt be removed before the 
whole myſtery could be revealed; and in order to 
it, * he cried with a loud voice, as when a lion 
* roareth ; and when he had cried, ſeven thunders 
(note their number) uttered their voices* Leſs 
than ſeven would have been ſhort of the complete 
reſt, wherein the whole myſtery is completed. But 
in the days of the voice of the ſeventh angel, when 
* he ſhall begin to ſound, the myſtery of God ſhould 
be finiſhed,” ſaid the holy angel, as he hath de- 
* clared to his ſervants the prophets,” ſee ver. 
But John was commanded * to ſeal up thoſe things 
* which the ſeven thunders had uttered, and write 
them not,“ ver. 4. This I believe is often the 
caſe for a ſeaſon. Some hints are allowed to be 
given; but as to the full declaration of divine things, 
it is often with the ſervants as with the maſter. 
Mine hour is not yet come.'} For though the 
time is to come, when that which * is ſpoken in the 
T2 ear, 
* Pſal. xcvii. 2, + Job xxxvii. 23. 4 John ii. 4. 


12 JOURNAL Or 


ear, ſhall be © declared on the houſe top; yet it 
is not always and at all times ſo to be—for it can 
never be with the divinely girded, limited, and direc- 
ted ſervants of God, as with the letter-learned ſcribes 
and phariſees, whoſe time is always ready. 


At the opening of the ſecond ſeal, the call * come 
and fee,” as at the opening of the firſt, is heard; 
for the waiting frame, the /ingle eye, is ſtill neceſſary: 

and now a great ſword' is given to him that fat on 
the red horſe; and alſo power was given him to 
© take peace from the earth,” ver. 4. Some ny 
ſuppoſe the meaning of this opening by the red horſe 
confined fo entirely to outward blood and bloody 
perſecution, as to have no relation to the ſtate of 
their minds who experience the opening of the ſeals; 
but it is obvious to the enlightened mind, that many 
paſſages in ſcripture have both an outward or literal, 
and an inward and myſtical meaning ; and there 
really is a ſword known, and peace taken from the 
earthly man in the rending of the vail and opening 
of the ſeals : a ſore trial indeed to ſuch as have not 
yet fully ſubmitted to have their carnal peace in the 
earthly natural ſtate broken and deſtroyed. Bur 
there 1s this comfort, that however peace is taken 
from this ſtate, yet at the opening of the third ſeal, 
a charge is given, ver. 6. not to * hurt the oil nor the 
wine.“ he precious things are ſafe through 
every tumult and trial, to all who rightly endure 
them. But though a little hope and conſolation is 
received now and then by ſuch manifeſtations of 
divine care and protection; yet new tribulations 
ſoon plunge the baptized ſoul into freſh, and oft 
times greater conſternation. 


Thus at the opening of the next ſeal, his name, 
who rides the pale horſe, is death; and hell fol- 
© Jowed with him,” ver. 8. Oh! this death, this 

dying 
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dying to the firſt nature and will; to the life of 
ſelf, and all corrupt and ſelfiſh defires and gratifica- 
tions; it muſt be known and endured, that ſo the 
life, which is hid with Chriſt in God, may be en- 
joyed, which never was nor can ever be without dy-/ 
ing with him ; and here the very pains and power 


of hell is felt, and takes hold of the ſoul. 


Thus, under the operation of this neceſſary 
death, hell follows with it; ſo that the diſtreſſed crea- 
ture, like Jonah, cries out of the belly of hell. 
And though I cannot believe or conceive it proba- 
ble, or even conſiſtent with the truth of God, or of 
the very myſtery of divine things, that Chriſt, after 
his crucifixion, decended into hell ; yet I have no 
doubt that, in the courſe of his faflerings and agony, 
he really did feel, endure, and alſo conquer the 
force, and power, and pains of hell; and fo muſt 
every ſoul, in which the fufferings of Chriſt that 
remain behind are thoroughly filled up: and until 
this is witneſſed, there is never a thorough riſing 
with him in the newneſs of life: but through death 
and burial with him, his reſurrection is known, and 
in the opening of this ſeal there is known, and 
painfully endured a killing, by various means, as 
the ſword, hunger, death, and even the beaſts of 
the earth,” x 


Oh! what is it that does not riſe up to torment 

the poor ſoul ! but all works together for the 
of the faithful; no matter by what the neceſſary 
death is effected, nor by how many kinds of diſtreſs ; 
the Lord is gracious through it all, and wounds to 
heal, yea, 'kills ro make alive. Under the opera- 
tions of theſe various modes, or meſſengers of death, 
the language often is, Oh! wretched man that I 
* am, who ſhall deliver me from the body of this 
death. It is painful enduring the ſword to one 
and 

Rom. vii 24. 
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and flay; with pinching hunger, and famiſhing 
want, and ſore affliftions from the beſtial part, 
which' rages the more it is diſturbed by that which 
comes to take away its life, until the ſtrength of its 
wild nature is weakened and braken. 


After theſe ſore trials are in a good degree endu- 
red, the fifth ſeal opens, and brings to view the per- 
ſevering follower of the Lamb, the holy altar, and 
under it the fouls of thoſe that were ſlain for the 
word of God, and the teſtimony which they held,“ 
ver. 9. Here the ſtate of ſufferings and perſecutions, 
endured by the righteous, is ſeen, and alſo the ſtate 
of rejoicing and triumph which follows after: for 
here they are heard, availingly calling on the Al- 
mighty God, holy and true, for judgment, and ſeen 
* clothed in white robes,” even © every one of them.” 


What an encouraging proſpe& is this when 
opened in the true light, by the alone opener of the 
feals, the lion of Judah's princely tribe? How does 
it re-animate the mind to perſevere through all tri- 
bulations, dangers, and death, until the crown im- 
mortal is enjoyed? 


Oh ! the myſtery of godlineſs; it is great indeed, 
and never rightly underftood by the carnal mind, 
To theſe the book is ever ſealed, and none but he 
who has the key can open the ſeals. Carnal minded 
men may read of holy fouls under the altar, and of 
their white robes,  &c. but to underſtand it the in- 
ward eye muſt be opened, and the book unſealed 
then the right underſtanding is received, and therein 
divine encouragement is felt, to ſtand firm in the 
teſtimony of Jefus, even though they ſhould be 
joined to the number of thoſe * fellow. ervants and 
« brethren that ſhould be killed,” ver. 11. Therefore 
the poor Pilgrim journeys on, ſtrengthened and re- 
vived ; and 1s thus enabled to endure the remaining 

tribulations 
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tribulations which are neceſſary for a full refine- 
ment, and in order to the removal of all that can 
be ſhaken, that that alone which cannot be ſhaken 
may remain lu order whereunto, he who knows 
how to carry on the work, diſpenſing the ſeveral 
parts and portions of probationary exerciſe in infi- 
nite wiſdom, and as they can be borne, ſoon brings 
on the fiery ordeal or purifying trial, to complete 
the emancipation of his tribulated ſeed, and bring 
out the Priſoner with ſhouts of joy For now the 
ſixth ſeal is opened, which leads through renewed 
works of wonder and amazement, terror and abaſe- 
ment, even to the ſtripping off of almoſt all that 
ever was attained: for now the earth is made to 
quake, the ſun itſelf is darkened, the moon becomes 
as blood, the Stars fall from heaven, yea, the hea- 
ven departs as a ſcroll, and every mountain and 
iſland is removed—there ſeems nothing to depend 
upon, not ſo much as an iſland in the midſt of the 
boiſterous ocean, to ſet the ſole of the foot upon. 
The drooping ſoul, notwithſtanding its late anima- 
ting proſpects, now almoſt ſinks into deſpair ; nor 
ſun, nor moon, nor ſtars, ſhine in their uſual luſtre. 


This ſtate is like that of the bridegroom of ſouls, 
when he cried out, My God, my God, why haſt 
thou forſaken me? * and the very ſame in degree 
that he then endured, when total darkneſs covered 
all the land from the fix.h hour unto the ninth, 
muſt all the ſeed endure.—The eternal light of 
heaven, the emanations of the divinity, are now 
obſcured by fogs and clouds that intervene, and 
blackneſs or darkneſs overwhelms the mind. The 
fainter light of reaſon, the moon, affords no aid, nar 
ſcarcely ſhines, or ſhines dimly, as we (ee the out- 
ward moon through fogs and vapours, red almoſt 
as blood: for the weighed down mind is ſo diſtreſſed, 
toſſed up and down, that diſtraction, or a ceſſation 
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of intellectual arrangement ſeems almoſt ready te 
overſpread the whole man. And moreover the ex- 
ample of the ſaints, the ſtars of paſt and preſent 
times, which in ſerener moments, greatly ſtayed 
the mind, and ſpread reviving light around, (for 
ſays Chriſt, ye are the light or lights of the world) 
yet now this is all hid, that there is ſcarce any thing 
that looks like light from any quarter—This 1s 
truly in a ſenſe, the great day of G 's wrath upon 
all in man that is not to dwell with him for ever. 


Now the very kings, the great, the rich, the 
mighty, the ved; and the free, are ready to hide in 
dens, or wifh to be covered by the mountains, from 
the face of the all-ſearching God. A time of trial, 
a ſeaſon of anxiety indeed, well known in the expe- 
rience of the Lord's ſanctified ſervants. 


The more extenſive and general ſignification and 
meaning of theſe myſterious metaphors, I am not 
at preſent to enter upon here ; nor indeed is it very 
much our buſineſs as individuals to inquire. Suffice 
it to know, pride hid from us, the haughtineſs of 
man laid low, and every exalted imagination brought 
thoroughly down. ! bleſſed, though for the 
preſent painful reduction! Rejoice, O! chriſtian 
traveller, when thou art ſo happy as to know the 
ſtronger bind the ſtrong and mighty in thee ; yea, 
rejoice in the very pangs and probations through 
which all his goods and riches in thee are ſpoiled, — 
and be caſt out, with all his pomp, magnificence, 
and merchandize for ever.— For nothing ſhall be 
able to ſtand or abide his coming, but what cannot 
be ſhaken. The pure gold endures the fire, and 1s 
not hurt or leſſened in its brightneſs, worth, or 
weight.—The redeemed ſoul that has endured the 
ſaving, cleanſing baptiſm of Jeſus, is by him made 
free; and theſe, and only theſe, are free indeed; 
and having endured the great day of wrath and 
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judgment for ſin in themſelves, their works are gone 
be forehand to judgment; and they are not afraid of 
the day of wrath to the wicked; for perfect love 
caſts out all ſuch fear; they are heirs of God, and 
joint-heirs with Chriſt ; they have part in the firſt 
reſurrection, and the ſecond death hath no power 
over them. And now, having paſſed through the 
very hour and power of darkneſs; endured the ny 
trial ; drank the cup the crucified Saviour drank of, 
and being baptized with his baptiſm, they come to 
witneſs, as he did after his temptations, the mini- 
ſtration of holy angels. Indeed he has promiſed all 
thoſe who continue with him in his temptations, a 
place in his kingdom ; and as the angels miniſtered 
to him in the days of his fleſh, immediately after 
his ſore temptation and trials, fo is it in his brethren's 
experience ; for after their deep abaſement and fie 

baptiſm in the afflitive diſpenſation of the Gath 
ſeal, their proſpects open into a diſcovery of the 
powers or miniſtring ſpirits that ſtand on and over 
all that is earthly; as John ſaw the four angels 
ſtanding on the four corners of the earth. ow 
the four corners ſeem to comprehend the whole 
earth ; and indeed it muſt all be ſhaken in us, if 
ever we know the new heavens and new earth, 
wherein dwells righteouſneſs : to theſe four angels 
it was given to Hurt the earth and the ſea ; not onl 

all that is of earth or earthly, but alſo all that is of 
an unſtable nature, 1s liable to the ſtroke and muſt 
be chaſtiſed and ſubdued. But in the midſt of all this 
deſtruction to the earth and ſea, another holy angel 
appears, aſcending from the. eaſt, (that is, from 
where the ſun of righteouſneſs ever arifeth with hea- 
ling in his wings) and Oh ! the unſpeakable joy 
and conſolation which now ſprings and overflows 
the ſoul, For ſing, O ye heavens ! ye ranſomed 
of the Lord on earth, rejoice, and praiſe the Lord, 
for this is the angel that has the ſeal of the living 
God. And now, after your many deep probations 


and 
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and ſeaſons of diſcouragements and diftrefs, you are 
remembered in the very moment of renewed trial, 
and of total deſtruction to all that can be ſhaken 
and removed; yea, the ſeating angel is now, at the 
very juncture of diſmay; ſent forth, commiſſioned 
from on high, to ſtay the hurting of the earth and 
fea, until he ſealeth you in your foreheads—even 
with a loud voice he crieth © to the four angels, ſay- 
ing, hurt not the earth, neither the ſea, nor the 
© trees, until we have ſealed the ſervants of our God 
in their foreheads.'* And now, O raviſhing con- 
fideration! not one of all the true Iſraelitiſh tribes 
is overlooked or forgotten; but each has its twelve 
thiufand ſealed ! If thou art but one of wreſtling 
Jacob's ſpiritual offspring, and wreſtleſt rightly for 
the bleſſing until the break of day, in that which 
as a prince prevaileth, and has power both with 
God and men, thou {halt ſurely, with Jacob thy 
father, obtain the name of 1ſrae! : and notwith- 
ſtanding all thy painful fiery trials, the power thou 
haſt with God will enable thee to go on conquering, 
and to conquer all thy foul's enemies ; and the hol 

angel of the divine preſence ſhall ſeal thee with the 
ſeal of the living God; for thou belongeſt to the 
number of the hundred and forty and four thouſand, 
which were ſealed of all the tribes of the children of 


Iſrael; or to the great multitude which no man 


could number, of all nations, kindreds, people, and 
tongues, which ſtood before the throne and before 
he Lanes, clothed with white robes, and palms in 
their hands. And thou ſhalt, when the day of 


indignation. is over, even in this life, and alſo in 


endleſs fruition, join their ſongs of praife with a 


loud voice, faying, ſalvation to our God, which 
ſitteth upon the throne, and to the Lamb: yea, 
thou ſhalt join the angels holy anthem ; with them 
worſhipping before God, and ſaying, * Amen: 
* bleſhng, and glory, and wiſdom, and aan 

* Rev. vii. 3. | 


JOB SCOTT. 89 


* and honour, and power, and might, be unto our 
God, for ever and ever. Amen.“ | 


It is worthy of ſpecial notice, that in the midſt of 
all this triumph and adoration, it is not forgotten, 
that a path of ſuffering and ſelf-denial was the way 
that led to theſe ſeraphic enjoyments ; for a queſtion 
being aſked, what are theſe which are arrayed in 
white robes? and whence came they? the anſwer 
was, Theſe are they which came out of great tri- 
© bulation, and have waſhed their robes, and made 
them white, in the blood of the Lamb; therefore 
4 are they before the throne of God, and ſerve him 
day and night in his temple ; and he that fitteth 
* on the throne {hall dwell among them. Th 
* ſhall hunger no more; neither ſhall the ſun light 
© on them, nor any heat: for the Lamb, which is 
in the midſt of them, ſhall feed them, and ſhall 
© lead them unto living fountains of waters; and 
God ſhall wipe away all tears from their eyes. 
Now, having paſſed the fiery furnace; come through 
the great tribulations ; waſhed their garments, and 
received the ſeal of the living God ; the mind is pre- 
pared for the opening of the ſeventh and laſt ſeal,” 
which leads into profound ſilence. And when he 
had opened the ſeventh ſeal, there was filence in 
© heaven for the ſpace of half an hour.“ Here all 
the powers of the ſoul are filenced ; every faculty of 
the creature, and all creaturely aCtivity, 1s reſtrain- 
ed ! all vocal ſongs of praiſe, and hallelujahs, 
ceaſe ! the angelic chorus of holy, holy, holy, 1s 
ſuſpended! and God is worſhipped in inward, aw- 
ful adoration, and reverential folemn filence — 
Rapturous devotion, ſuperior to the uſe of words,' 
ſuperceding vocal ſounds, and which language, in 
its utmoſt ſublimity, can ſcarcely ever deſcribe ; but 
which may be felt and experienced by the ſanctified 
ſoul, in an heavenly extatic enjoyment, unknown 

to 
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to all the ſons of Adam in the fall: an enjoyment 
and adoration, a tranſporting felicity and fruition, 
even in this life in degree, which a full idea of can 
never be conveyed to an unregenerate foul, by all 
the arts of deſcription—all the powers of rhetoric or 
elocution—and which the carnal mind can never 
conceive an adequate idea of by all the reaſonings 
of fleſh and blood, or penetrations of human wiſdom, 
The wiſe, the ſcribe, the diſputer of this world, 
my imagine and contend in ignorance and dark- 
nels ; but can never in that ſtate have the living 
knowledge and experience of theſe things; while 
0 84 endure the day of trial, continue with Chriſt 
in his temptations, drink his cup, and abide his 
baptiſms, his agonies and death, thus reſting from 
all their on works, come to the true chriſtian ſab- 
bath, and therein worſhip God in ſpirit and in truth, 
in the pure living experience of that ſacred, awful, 
reverential ſilence which is known in heaven. 
Theſe know what is meant by the ſmoke of the in · 
cenſe which continually aſcends up before God, 
from the angel's hand, and from the golden altar, 
for ever; — are in good preparation to witneſs and 
underſtand the remaining wonders the ſoundings 
of the angels the meaſure of the temple - the leav- 
ing out of the outward coutt the woman cloathed 
with the ſun— the dragon's tail, and many other 
deep myſteries, which are never clearly underſtood, 
but as he that has the key of David opens them.— 
But as far as needful he fails not to open them to 
all who follow him in the regeneration, whereſo- 
ever he leadeth them; who are redeemed from the 
earth, and from among men. Theſe ſhall ſtand 
with him on Mount Sion, , and having their Father's 
name written in their foreheads, ſhall ſing the new 
ſong, receive the bleſſing of thoſe who obey his 
commands, have a right to the tree of life, and 
enter in through the gates into the Sr 
s | a 
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mall reſt from their labours, and their works ſhall 
follow them. 2g : | 


Great part of the Revelations, as well as other 
myſterious ſcriptures, is livingly known. in the 
work and progreſs of regeneration, and therein 
found very pertinent and deſcriptive, in 7 Vs to 
the many exerciſes, pangs, probations, and deliver- 
ances, which attend the ſoul in its ſeaſons of refine- 
ment, and gradual renovation.—And all this hin- 
ders not, but well conſiſts, with the more-outward 
meaning and fulfilment of ſuch parts of ſacred record, 
fo far as they really reſpect things outward : but I 
am firm in the faith, that many are muſing and 
gazing after outward fulfilments, to the very great, 
and ſometimes injurious diverſion of their minds 
from the only work, and fulfilment of many paſſa- 
ges, which 1 may ever properly expect to expe- 
rience. The ſcripture is a ſealed book; it is abun- 
dantly wrapped up in parable, metaphor, and myſte- 
ry—yea many, very many things in it, which men 
whoſe minds are outward will read and underſtand 
of outward things, are mainly meant of internal 
operations, diſcoveries, and overturnings, which God 
in his dealings with the ſoul, leads it along through. 
He that hath an ear, let him hear—is a very proper 
intimation, and 1s therefore often repeated, that the 
mind may be directed to an inward hearkening, in 
order to a right underſtanding : for many have eyes, 
but ſee not; and ears, but hear not. The eye 
and ear that ſees and hears divine things rightly, 
muſt be divinely opened. Many are blind becauſe 
they think they ſee; and deaf, by reaſon of their 
confidence that they hear. Chriſt's coming was, 
and is, that thoſe who, fee and hear may be made 
blind and deaf; and that the blind and deaf may ſee 
and hear; and bleſſed are theſe who are made blind 
and deaf by him ; for it is as needful to true ſeeing 
and hearing, to be firſt made blind and deaf, as 
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wounding is neceſſary to healing, and killing, to 
being made alive. He that will be wife, muſt firſt 
become a fool that he may be wiſe, and he that will 
fee and hear, muſt firſt become blind and deaf. 


„ it is a great thing to know that eye and ear 
cloſed, that ever ſees and hears amiſs, and to keep 
them ſteadily ſhut up; and the ſingle eye and ear 
properly open. Keep to that in thee, O inward tra- 
veller, that ſhuts the wrong eye and ear, and opens 
the right; then wilt thou Fe in the number of ſuch 
as our Lord pronounceth bleſſed, ſaying, * bleſſed 
© are your eyes, for they ſee, and your ears, for 
they hear. T“ 


* Matt, zill. 16. 


Nr 
The folly of ſelf-importance. The author's concern, 


that himſelf and others may experience an entire 
reduction of ſelf, and perfett refignation to the di- 
vine will. His vifit to Friends of Oblong and 
Nine-Partners, in the flate of New-York, " © 


1784, HAVE divers times lately very 
61h mo. 12. || clearly ſeen the great folly of think- 
ing ourſelves of hah importance, either in religi- 
ous ſociety, or in the world. O may my foul dwell 
ever in true abaſement ; for bleſſed and happy is he 
that knows a being brought down, yea down low, 
and there abiding ; for until all ſelf-exaltation is 
entirely rooted out of our minds, we are not what 
God would have us to be; and his turning and 
overturning in us, is in order, if not reſiſted, thus 
to make us; and until we do, from the centre of 
our ſouls, give him all the glory, there remains in 
us a ſource of unhappineſs, diſorder, and confuſion. 
—O man ! how great is the work of thy ſalvation; 
how many deaths thou haſt to die, before that 
comes to reign in thee, which lives for ever ;—for 
know thou, that thou canſt never fully enjoy that 
life which is hid with Chriſt in God, until thou 
dieſt to thy own ſelfiſh life. It is he that loſes his 
life for Chriſt's ſake, that ſliall fd it: yea, our 
bleſſed Saviour declares, * if any man hate not his 
* own life, he cannot be my diſciple'f—and at this 
juncture of time I ſincerely think I do /o.—Lord 
God Almighty, carry on thy great work in my ſoul, 
bow every exalted imagination, and lay all that is 
not of thy own immediate begettings in me, level 
with the duſt, that J may altogether, and at all 
times, hate my own life, with perfect hatred, until 
] come livingly to know that it is thy only begor- 
ten, in whom thou art well pleaſed, and with no 


K ; | man 
+ Luke xiv. 26. 
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man further than he dies to himſelf, and lives, in 
the ſon of thy love, a life unknown to the be- 
nighted ſons of Adam in the fall; and only faintly 
conceived. of by thouſands that have known a de- 

ee of renovation. Lord when it ſhall pleaſe 
2 awake them, arouſe and alarm them, that 
they may ariſe from their lethargy, and be enabled 
to lock and behold Jeruſalem a quiet habitation, 
and be admitted, pure and perfect, into the commu- 
nion and fellowſhip of ber ranſomed ſons—where 
thou, O moſt holy, ruleſt God over all, and ſelf- 
exaltation finds no admittance. 


HFaving for ſome time paſt, felt drawings in my 
mind to pay a religious viſit to Friends of Oblong 
and Nine-Partners quarterly meetings, and perceiv- 
ing a like concern in my friend Daniel Aldrich, of 
our monthly meeting of Uxbridge, we laid our 
Proſpects before our brethren at home, and obtain- 
ing their certificates of concurrence from our 
monthly and quarterly meetings, I left my dear 


wife and family in much heart- felt tenderneſs and 


affection, the 19th of the 5th month 1784, and 
zode that night to my faid friend Daniel's houſe 
about nine miles; and next morning, taking our 
ſolid leave of his family, we got on our way be- 
tween forty and fifty miles to Coventry, in Con- 
necticut; 21ſt we got to Litchfield, near fifty miles, 
and next day, the 22d, got to Friends fifth- day meet- 
ing at New- Milford, upwards of twenty miles, 
though we knew not that there was a meeting there 
of courſe that day, but the probability made us preſs 
on a little, fo that we reached it ſeaſonably; it was 
very. ſmall and ſilent. I ſuppoſe it not far from one 
hundred and thirty miles from my home to this 
n. and near all the way among Preſbyteri- 
ans, who ufed us civilly ; and I have reaſon to be- 
lieve there is much more openneſs and charity in 
many of their minds towards Friends than W 

| 3 exe 
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Next day, 2 3d, had a meeting at Oblong. This 
meeting was open and favoured—l felt engaged to 
encourage ſome who I believe had felt ſomething 
of the operation of the ſiery furnace, to keep in it, 
and not give back, until it had purified and refined 
them. | 3 * ine aul POET 


On the 24th of 7th month 1784, we were at the 
valley meeting. I ſuffered the meeting through, 
under a cloſe exerciſe, but could not find a way ſuf- 
ficiently open to attempt to clear my mind by pub- 
lick teln f ; thence we rode to my dear uncle 
Thomas Comſtock's, and next day, being firſt- day 
the 25th, were at Peachpond meeting. After meet- 
ing we dined at a Friend's houſe, and had a favoured 
opportunity in the family, among a number of 
young and a few elderly perſons. | | 


Second-day, 26th, rode to Andrew Merritt's, 
where Friends hold a meeting for worſhip. Here 
we had an open meeting, wherein they were ten- 
derly entreated to more ardency of engagement in 
the things that belong to their peace, and warned 
of the danger of loving any thing more than 
Chriſt; and we parted with them in great good 
will, they having been moſtly reached and tender- 
ed under a ſenſe of the ownings of the great Shep- 
herd and Biſhop of fouls. We then attended the 
meeting at Shappaqua, which was a memorable 
time—may we never forget the loving-kindneſs of 
him without whom we can do nothing He it is 
that opens the ſealed book, and gives ability to dip 
into the ſtates of meetings, and drop a word ſuita= 
bly thereto.—O, that our dependence may ever be 
upon him, for, as it is, we ſhall witneſs the inſuf- 
ficiency of human greatneſs, worldly wiſdom, ſelf- 
importance, or creaturely contrivance, and J have 
reaſon to believe that, as it was our engagement 
chis day, thus to bow before him, wait upon him, 
| | an 
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and move in his movings, we were made inſtru- 
mental to reach the pure witneſs in many hearts; 
and to leave impreſſions on them that will not ſoon 
be forgotten. — After meeting we had a family ſit- 
ting nearly in filence. I felt great caution not to 
move in words, unleſs a freſh opening induged me, 
fearing I might be carried too far in the fulneſs of 
this day's favour, as I believe I have ſeen ſome who 
have kept running on in the ſtrength of what was 
at firſt a true opening, until they have bewildered 
their own minds and brought ſorrow and confuſion 
upon themſelves. Oh! — ſtrict a watch is ne- 
ceſſary leſt we take our flight upon the ſabbath- 


7 : 


day.—Lord preſerve us in a conſtant dependence 


upon thee, and the openings of thy holy Spirit! 


4th month, 28th and a29th. We attended the 
felect quarterly meeting at the Purchaſe, and their 
quarterly meeting for worſhip and difcipline; in 
which my tongue, as it were, clave to the roof of 
my mouth , yet was enabled to keep in a good de- 
gree in the patience, —After which we attended 
meetings at Mamaroneck, Weſt-Cheſter, Purchaſe, 
Ammawalk, New-Cornwall, New-Malborough, 
Crum-Elbow, Nine-Partners, at the Creek and. 
Little Nine-Partners, ſome of which were painful 
exerciſing ſeaſons; but in others we experienced a 
good degree of the dominion of truth over all, par- 
ticularly at the laſt meeting, where the love of 
truth was felt ſweetly to flow towards a pretty 
large gathering, moſtly not of our ſociety, and the 
Shine thereof were opened among them in a 
good degree of life and demonſtration, 


© Third day, 10th of 8th month. We went to 
the ſele& preparative meeting at Nine-Partners, 
compoſed of the miniſters and elders of the two 
monthly meetings of Creek and Nine-Partne _ 
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The affairs of this 1 were conducted in a de- 


gree of the ſavour of trut 


Fourth-day 11th, attended the ſelect uarterly 
meeting to pretty good ſatisfaction. I felt truth's 
dominion over al in my mind, and rejoiced in the 


loving-kindneſs of the Lord. 


5th-day 12th, attended the quarterly meeting for 
worſhip and difcipline at the ſame place where the 
two foregoing ſelect meetings were held. The 
I Jun a meeting was appointed for us at Oſwego, 
which was a pretty full meeting, in which the cur- 
rent of goſpel love, power, and utterance, flowed 
freely and refreſhingly ; it was indeed a precious 
opportunity, and ought to be remembered with 
thankfulneſs to the great Opener and Leader, who, 
out of weakneſs, makes ſtrong.—Bleſſed be the 
Lord. 'The next day were at a meeting at Ap- 
poughquague, and 15th, being firſt-day, we were 
again at meeting at Peachpond, on ſecond-day at 
the valley, and third-day at one called the upper- 
meeting, held at Iſaiah Hoag's, which was a very 
exerciſing meeting; but, after deep travail, we were 
aſſiſted and enabled to ſound an alarm among them 
in a degree of goſpel authority; and though I be- 
lieve we felt 8 and the ſeed of life under oppreſ- 
ſion; yet as we lay low with it, and were made 
willing to ſuffer with it, we were enabled to witneſs 


it to reign in dominion over all. N 
Fourth-day, 18th. Were at the monthly meeting 
at Nine partners; ſome cloſe exerciſe attended the 
fore part of this meeting, in filent ſuffering with the 
ſuffering ſeed, but truth roſe into dominion to the 
joy of our ſouls, wherein we had to call the people 
10 an inward, awful ſtillneſs, and attention, Jeſt 
they be diſappointed as to. meeting with the maſter 
of our aſſemblies, and alſo as to. being ae 
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with or by the true goſpel miniſtry ; for thoſe who 
can only run when the Lord ſends them, are often 
cloſed up in profound ſilence by the outward expec- 


_ tations of the people, not having liberty, as they 


keep to the openings and ſhuttings of him who has 
the key of David, to gratify thoſe itching ears. — 
This and conſiderable more they were reminded of. 
In the meeting for diſcipline, both men's and wo- 
men's, (for we were concerned to go into theirs) 
they were adviſed to keep to their- own gifts, and 
not depend upon one another, to the neglect of oc- 
cupying their own talents; leſt they as individuals, 
and the meeting at large, ſuffer Joſs thereby, and 
ſome forward ſpirits be puſhed forward into too 
great activity in a formal manner = the backward- 
neſs and withholding of others. Friends were ad- 
viſed to be no longer graſping after things unneceſ- 
ſaty ; for the proeuring of them leads us into much 
care, cumber, and expenſe 'of time, thereby en- 
croaching upon the time we ought to ſpend at meet- 
ings, viſiting. the fick, 8c. and cuts us off from 
ſufficient time for inward retirement in our families, 
as well as taking care of the affairs of the church. 
Now all theſe 3 when rightly engaged in, 
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attended meetings at Cloverick, Coeman's Patent, 
New Britain, Eaſt-Hooſack, White Creek, Sarato- 

„and at a place called Pitts- Town, where there 
is no ſettled, meeting, which ended to good ſatisfac- 
. th een nin 24 


On firſt-day the gth of qth month, we attended 
meeting at Danby, where I thought truth triumphed 
and had the dominion; many minds were reached 
and tendered. 2d day 6th, we appointed a meeting 
at a place called Durham, about 12 miles northward 
of Danby, of which notice was given, and we at- 
tended it accordingly, and had ſatis factory ſervice 
therein, though among a people not much ac- 
quainted with Friends, and exceedingly outward 
in their expectations, and unacquainted with the ad- 
vantages of inward waiting in ſolemn ſilence upon 


God. 


Fifth-day gth. Attended the preparative meet- 
ing at Danby, at the cloſe of which we ſat a few 
minutes, the men and women together ; this was a 
little, comfortable ſeaſon, divers minds being re- 
freſhed in this our parting opportunity. 6th day, 
oth of gth month, we took our affectionate leave 
of our dear friends, and ſet forward for home, ac- 
companied of our beloved friend E. S. My mind 
was much affected at and after parting with Friend 
with great tenderueſs and tears of joy, which, for a 
conſiderable ſpace of time, flowed copiouſly from 
mine eyes. My mind was carried back to view the 

places where we had viſited, and my ſoul was melted 
into ardent mental ſupplication-for the preſervation 
of Friends in general, and many individuals in par- 
ticular ; attended with ſuch endeared affection: and 
brokenneſs of ſpirit, as has rarely been my lot to 
witneſs for ſo long a time together. Oh ! with 
what heart-felt fervency did I intercede for the help 
and preſervation of the little flock and family up 


and 
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and down in the world ! the earneſt requeſts that 
I was enabled to put up for the inſtruction and di- 
vine aſſiſtance of the many meſſengers of the Lord 
which are running to and fro in the earth amon 

the people, that their labours may prove ſucceſsfu] 
and benefit the ſouls of mankind : indeed the lan- 
guage of ſolemn ſupplication ran powerfully through 
my mind with a melting ſenſibility for all; that 
the dead might be raiſed, quickened, and made alive, 
in that life which is hid with Chrift in God. Many 
individuals of my acquaintance, both in places 
where I had viſited abroad, and alfo at home in our 
own and neighbouring monthly meetings, came 
freſh into my remembrance, with ſuch ardency of 
deſire, and breathings of ſoul, for their growth, pre- 
ſervation, and improvement, as will not readily be 
conceived by ſuch as have not felt the ſame. Yea, 
my defires for them were conceived in intelligent 
language, in the ſecret of my foul, in a number of 
little, ſhort, though ſweet and melting requeſts for 
one after another, as the Father of Spirits brought 
them to my remembrance. Oh ! how often aid It 
flow through me as a ſtream of life on this wiſe ; 
O moſt mighty and omnipotent Lord God, com- 
© miffionate thine holy angels to attend and guard 
* thy exerciſed Pilgrims through this vale of tears: 
© Jet cherubims and ſeraphims encamp about and 
* ſurround the little hoſt of militants, thy 8 
© ſeed while here on earth, and for evermore. Oh 
how did my boſom heave with ſwelling tides of joy 
and divine delight! yea all that was in me moved 
my head, my heart, yea, my whole man ſeemed 
encircled 2 with ſpiritual attendants ! whoſe 
melodious and extatic ſongs of praiſe enraptured 
my ſoul, and lifted me above all earth's tumultuous 
cares, and all its fading joys! and in the midſt of this 
triumphant adoration, my eyes were opened to ſee 
and view the depths of ſufferings and abaſement 


which my ſoul had paſſed through in my viſit; _ 
} 
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did I ſee that the true wreſtling ſeed of Jacob can never 
rejoice, but through ſufferings ; , abound but through 
abaſement; nor live and reign with the Lamb that 
was dead and is alive, but through death. I then was 
given to behold as it were around me, as I rode on 
the way, an innumerable multitude of glorified ſpirits ; 
and it was ſaid in the center of my ſoul, * theſe are 
they which came out of great tribulation, have waſh- 
ed their robes, and made them white, in the bl 
« of the Lamb, ' their ever-living Redeemer. 
ſaw that I muſt yet longer endure the cup of ſuf- 
ferings in this houſe of clay, if I would Join the 
ſongs of thoſe ranſomed ſouls in never-ending an- 
thems of praiſe ; to which I bowed my head and 
heart, ſaying Lord, let not thine eye pity, nor thy 
hand ſpare, until thou haſt done away all that 
offends in me, and brought forth judgment unto 
victory in my ſoul: and when I had thus ſubmitted 
and offered up body, ſoul and ſpirit, into his holy 
hands, a willing ſacrifice, it was ſhewed me how 
good it had been for me that I had fo deeply ſuffer- 
ed; and that, had it been otherwiſe, I ſhould have 
miſſed of this feaſt of fat things. Next it was 
ſhewed me, that though I had not altogether done 
the beſt that I might have done while on this yiſit, 
yet that I had been preſerved in the meekneſs, 
littleneſs, and humility ; and, to my inexpreſſible 
ſatisfaction, I was alſo * and made to ſee, feel, 
and know, that nothing was laid to my charge as 
an offence to ſtand againſt me; but feeling there 
was now no condemnation to my foul, I was made 
to join the heavenly harmony ; and, in that angelic 
ſpring of adoration which 1 felt, my foul within 
me leapt for joy, and, at the end of this tranſport- 
ing chorus, my inmoſt language was ſing praiſes, 
, 7 praiſes, fing . praiſes, Amen, Amen, halle- 
* lujah !' At which it ſeemed as if the whole ex- 
panſe of heaven rang with acclamations of joy, 
thankſgiving, 
+ Rev. vii. 14. | 
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thankſgiving and praiſe ! After which I again had 
freedom to enter into innocent and pleaſant conver- 
ſation with my two friends, which I had not done 
for miles before, as we rode on the way; but 1 kept 
the viſion pretty much to myſelf, ſave what of its 
effects they diſcovered in my countenance, and the 
tears I had ſhed, which I had not power to reſtrain. 
Lord, never ſuffer me to forget thy favours and 
divine communications—but as thou haſt begun to 
clothe my mind with humility, be pleaſed more and 
more to center me deep into it; that I may wear it 
as a garment for ever. OF) et 


We rode over the green mountain this day, in 
the ſtate of Vermont, through which it runs, the 
name is taken from it, importing a green mount; it 


is called about thirty miles over. Lodged in Townſ- 


end. th day 11th, we rode near forty miles to 
Richmond. iſt day 12th, we attended Friends 
meeting at Richmond. 2d day 1gth, we rode 
forty-five miles, and on 3d day 14th of gth month, 
home. Was thankfully rejoiced to find my dear 
wife and family well, having been from home eight 
weeks yeſterday, rode about eight hundred miles, 
and attended religious meetings forty days. 
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Proſpes of vißting Friends of Pennſylvania and 
New- Fer ſey. . and ſickneſs preceding his 


journey, and occurrences therein. 
FTER my return from the foregoing viſit to 
A Friends of Oblong and Nine-Partners quar- 
terly meetings, I had to paſs through much proba- 
tionary leanneſs and inward want, and at times 
through deep and various exerciſes ; but I had not 
been long at home, before a concern began to revive 
and ſpread in my mind, which [ had had ſome view 
of for ſeveral years, to wit, to make a viſit to 
Friends of - Pennſylvania. and New- Jerſey; and at 
times it was freſh with me, but without a clear 
proſpect of the time when. Thus time paſled on; 
and in ſome of our meetings for worſhip, the weight 

of the ſervice would reſt upon me as ſomethi 
almoſt too great for my weak ſtate: but I Was 
moſtly fav oured to ſee that ability for fuch ſervices 

was not in the creature, but — * and then I 
could caſt my care on him alone, and give up; and 
thus ſubmitting, 1 felt or ſaw but little about it for 
ſome length of time; but about the 4th, 5th, and 
6th months, 1785, it was much with me; but yet 
could not ſee clearly about the time when to 
proceed. And at our yearly meeting at Newport, 
in the 6th month, as I ſat in a meeting for worſhip 
one day, it revived with the moſt clearneſs that I 
had ever ſeen it, inſomuch that I had a query in my 
mind, whether it would not be ripe to proceed to 
the yearly meeting at Philadelphia in the gth month 
following, but this paſſing off, I thought I would 
not yet open it to any perſon. But after this meet- 
ing my dear friend Joſeph Mitchell aſked me if I 
had not ſome thoughts of going to Pennſylvania 
&c. on a religious viſit. I anſwered him, I have 
had ſuch thoughts, but believe nobody would yet 
| L 2 have 
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have known any thing of it, had not the queſtion 
* been put to me. He told me he felt ſuch an en- 
gement to aſk me, that he believed it was right 
or him fo to do, and then he opened his proſpect 
of ſuch a viſit, which agreed with mine ; and told 
me it had been with him in the meeting we had juſt 
fat in, more feelingly than at almoſt any other time. 
So we concluded to keep our proſpects very much 
in our own boſoms ; and after a few days we had a 
few words more together, when I found he had felt 
but little of it fince we converſed about it; but 
before our yearly meeting ended, I had ſome freſh 
revivals of it again. 


About this time I had ſome trying exerciſes in 
the courſe of my practice of phyſick; but I found 
patience was good in theſe cafes, and that divine 
wiſdom was profitable to direct therein. I think 
I may alſo mention, that, after all my paſt experi- 
ence of heavenly good and divine favour, I had to 
encounter ſome of the moſt trying and potently 

refling temptations of my ſoul's enemy that ever 
if endured ; even ſo that I often for months almoſt 
deſpaired of overcoming. Let him thar'thinketh 
he ſtandeth, be not high-minded ; but fear. . Let 
none think themſelves ſafe off the watch, becauſe 
of any degree of attainment and favour. The 
watch-tower remains to be our place of ſafety ; nei- 
ther let any honeſt mind be too much diſheartened 
at the aſſaults of Satan.— There is a power above 
him, and he that cleaves cloſe to it ſhall know a 
victory over all the powers of darknefs, and therein 
nel that there is no enchantment againſt the 
rightly wreſtling Jacob, nor divination againſt God's 
faithful, dependent, perſevering Iſrael.— This I think 
my ſoul has a right to ſet its ſeal to, as I have ever 
come off victorious, when | have not turned ar 
back upon the light, our divine Leader. Sing, 
ye heaveps ! and O ye pilgrims on the earth uns, 

| an 
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and triumph! for ſtrong and invinoible is the God 
of our Salvation; and: abundantiy ſufficient for 
our help is the grace afforded us! Aet all but keep 
to it, and then ſafe are their ſteppings, and ſure their 
preſervation for, however ſevere their trials, the 
Lord will be near them; and indeed in the midſt 
of temptation he will often lift up à ſtandard that 
ſhall vanquiſh all the influence of every evil ſpirit, 
and ſet the ſoul on the everlaſting foundations, that 
cannot be ſhaken. O, how often did the unſlum- 
bering Shepherd of Iſrael, the great Biſhop of ſouls, 
ariſe for my deliverance, when I ſeemed to myſelf 
juſt ready to fall a victim to the U . 
how did he, not only give power of reſiſtance; 
but fill my ſoul with the overflowing of has love, 
beyond all expreſhon l worthy for.ever to be-wazted 
for, worſhippec, and obeyed, is the. Lord, theGod dt 
Iſrael; the mighty Friend of the faithful! 
| 2877 Def I 143 27, IDIOT 
My proſpects of a viſit to Pennſylvania, &. con 
tinuing, and the time to proceed therein appearing 
to me to he ſome time preceding the yearly; meeting 
at Philadelphia 1786, I endeavoured to be given up 
to it; but the thoughts of parting with my dear 
wife, and tender lite ildren, nubugbt ſo upon 
me, that I ſeemed to- hold bacll again, aſter givin 
up ſeveral times, until in the winter, preceding ſai 
yearly meeting, I was viſited with ſevere ſickneſs 
for a month, inſomuch that many thought I ſhould 
not recover, In the time of this illneſs I intelligibly 
heard in the ſecret of my ſoul, in ſilence and Neal 
neſs, this awful language, ſet thine houſe in order, 
for thou ſhalt die and not live.“ This, though 
plain and alarming, did not at all ſtrike my mind 
with a belief that 1 was ſoon to leave the body; 
but two things ſeemed ſpecially to. beſet before me: iſt, 
Though I had a written will by me, very nearly agree- 
able to my mind, yet as it was not quite 2 one 
{rol L ſenſe. 
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ſenſe of the word, 4 fet thine houſe in order, wag 
to me as; much as make thy will;“ whereupon I 
ſent for a Friend, who by my deſire, and according 
to my direction, wrote Lathes for me, which was 
ſoon ſigned and witneſſed, to my ſatisfaction. 2d, I 
was fully ſatisſied that it was the Lord's will that 1 
ſnould be given up to the viſit mentioned above, 
and that 1 ſhould ſet my houſe in ſuch order as to 
leave my family and affairs. Upon this I gave up 
fully to the heavenly viſion, and never afterwards 
turned my | back upon it, nor dared to depart from 
my covenant, that if he would be my God, be 
with me, and preſerve me and mine, I would be 
his ſervant and follow him whitherſoever he pleaſed 
Sto lead me. However, though I durſt not refuſe 
to go on his errand, I often had low times, wherein 
Tale loſt fight of the once clear proſpect; yet 
it would again and again revive in ſuch a manner as 
convinced me that my peace was in it, and even 
that Ire ſpiritually, as much conſiſted in 
fa y labouring for daily bread, and that in the 
way of truth's requirings, as my outward living or 
ſupport depended on an honeſt induſtry. For if 
we will not improve our th and abilities to 
this purpoſe, then the ſſug gau, that will not plow, 
+ ſhall beg in. haryeſt and nothing; r and on 
the other hand, though we labour ever ſo earneſtly, 
if the Lord withholds his bleſſing, how fruit leſs are 
all our labours . ſo in ſpirituals - the man is not 
* without the woman, nor the woman without the 
man in the Lord ;** 1: e. Chriſt is not without 
the church, nor the church without him in the 
work of religion; nor indeed is any individual foul 
without him, nor he without that individual, in the 
work of ſalvation; but he worketh in the foul, 
and through him the ſoul worketh out its own fal- 
vation. Here is a bleſſed co-operation; and the 
very reaſon why the creature can and any a 
©. 07 Nl 1 nie 
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fenſe, work out his own falvation; is becauſe God 
worketh in him, begetting the will, and giving ability 
to do the deed; but if after all, be.will not, it wilt 
fare with him as with Jeruſalem, ho might often 
have been gathered, but they would not; whereforo 
their houſe was left unto them deſolate, and the 
things that belonged to their peace hid from their 
eyes. eins TT 7% $94 436 op oy 4:4; $554 
£5620 1738 
Now, after paſſing througli various exerciſes, 
and finally witneſſing a full ſubmiſſion to the divine 
will, in regard to giving up all: to follow him, in 
this religious viſit, and obtaining the approbation of 
our monthly and quarterly meetings, I took leave 
of my dear wife. and tender little children, in the 
fear of the Lord, and in fullneſs of endeared natural 
affection, on the 21ſt of the 7th month 1786, and 
rode to Providence, thence next day to South-King- 
ſton ; next day, being 1ſt of the week, 4 met my 
beloved friend Joſeph Mitchell, and, after meeting, 
we rode on to Stoningtown in the ſtate of Connec- 
tieut, and next day to New-London,—and thence 
by water to Southold on Long-Ifland, next day rode 
about fifty miles, and towards noon the day follow- 
ing, got to Bethpage, and, on the morrow, attend- 
ed a meeting appointed for us there. Joſeph had 
ſervice— I was ſhut up as to words, but had 
clear openings. It is ſometimes wiſely. ordered, 
that precious and divine openings are treaſured-up in 
the Lord's treaſury ; but how dangerous would it 
be to ſquander them away, and laviſh: them out 
among people, only . becauſe we are favoured: with 
the openings, however clear and even inſtructive, 
without the word of command, and the divine ne- 
ceſſity, to deliver them to the people.. 
0 7 SITY enen in 
Next day we got to Weſtbury quarterly meeting; 
DNN 
among them in the meeting for diſcipline, * A 
7 he's p Co 
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few words at the adjournment of the ſelect meet: 


ing; but I was filent through all the meetings. 
7 we had a meeting at Oyſter-Bay, and 
another at Matinicock in the afternoon the firſt 
was heavy, but the one at Matinicock was more fa- 
vourable, and I believe wejboth had ſome favourable 
ſervice there, to the lukewarm and careleſs, and in 
the way of encouragement to a few ſincere-hearted 


worſhippers. 


- Firſt-day we were at Weſtbury, to good fſatisfac- 
tion; called many to a deeper exerciſe, and feelingly 
invited the youth to a life of religion. 2nd-day we 
had a meeting at Cow-Neck, a pretty. favoured 
time, though we both had to ſearch Jeruſalem, as 
it were, with candles, and to drop things very cloſe 
and urgent ; yet we alſo had the comfortable lan- 
guage of invitation and encouragement to the dear 

outh, ſome of whom ſeemed / tenderly affected. 

efore this meeting we had a family opportunity in 
the morning at a Friend's houſe, and had to labour 
againſt a ſpirit of grandeur, and high- mindedneſs, 
and felt great peace in the faithful diſcharge of our 
duty, and eſpecially in a ſpring of living encourage- 
ment to a ſteady perſeverance in true humility and 
meekneſs, which flowed freſh and lively to a few 
preſent, who we felt to be already in a good degree 
enamoured with a proſpect thereof. 3d-day we had 
a meeting at the widow Mott's, an elderly Friend: 
gth-day, being the 3d of the 8th month, we attend- 
ed Flaſhing monthly meeting ; a mournful time it 
was to me, though Joſeph had to ſound a little 
alarm among them. We went the next day to 
Newtown, where a meeting was appointed for us. 
Few Friends live here.—I thought, as I was ſpeak- 
ing, according to clear openings, the matter was too 
deep for moſt preſent ; and therefore as if I; poor 
weak worm, could ſteer my own courſe better than 
the great Pilot, or better ſuit; my in the 
v. 2: tes 
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ſtates of the people, I ſtepped aſide from the open 
ing, and with a view to condeſcend to the people's 
tonditions, ſtrack upon more familiar and more 
common matters, in illuſtrating truth's gradual 
reachings ; but alas! I found“ it is truly not in mas 
that walketh to dire his own: eps in this great work, 
for inſtead of inſtructing the people in it, I ſoon 
dried up the ſpring of life- I felt before; and I fat 
down in a degree of ſhame and confuſion, being 
taught thereby to trist in the Lord with all my heart, 
and lean not to my own underſtanding. / 5 


After this went to New-York, it being ſeventh- 
day, and Friends holding two meetings there of 
courſe on firſt-day, ſtaid until then, at both which 
Joſeph had pretty good ſervice, but I was entirely 
ſhut up in ſilence. Third-day 8th, had a meeting 
at Rahway—my dear companion was favoured in a 
cloſe ſearching teſtimony to ſome, and comfortable 
encouragement to others. A wide field of doctrine 
was opened before me, wherein, for ſome time, I 
expected it would be my lot to labour; but as T 
waited, not willing to proceed in the opening how- 
ever clear, without the word of command, it'cloſed 
again; ſo I was ſilerit, ſave that I juſt informed the 
meeting how it had been with me. Ath-day gth; 
we attended Friends preparative meeting at Plain- 
field; my mouth was opened in an alarming teſti- 
mony among them in the meeting for worſhip—and 
Joſeph's in ſolemn ſupplication that the a/ days 
of ſuch as had long been gathering ruſt, might, by 
the fire and the hammer, be their beſt days. 6th- 
oy rith, had an exerciſing meeting at Shrewſbury, 
7th-day 12th, we had a meeting at'Squancum. 


Firſt-day, 13th. We were at Squan meeting; it 
was a very ſtripping time to me.—3d-day 1 5th, had 
a very laborious meeting at Barnagat, though a few 

eber ©1013 1 i Dit ; DRY 111 exerciſed 
Jer. x. 23. 
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exerciſed- Friends belong there.—qth-day 16th, 
another ſuch at Little Egg- Harbour here we faw 
our ancient worthy friend Ann Guant, Who had 
twice viſited New-England in the work of the mi. 
niſtry—ſhe ſeemed lively in old age, and her com- 
pany was. pleaſant, gth day 19th, we attended 
their mid-week meeting at Great Egg-Harbour, 
were Joſeph had good ſervice. - 6th-day 18th, hag 
a meeting at the other meeting-houſe in Great Egg- 
Harbour—here it was my lot to have a good open 
time both in teſtimony and ſupplication. 7th- day 
19th, had another open meeting at Cape-May in 
the morning, to pretty good ſatisfaction. Hence we 
rode to Mark Reeve's in Cohanſey. We found 
him recovering from great bodily illneſs, and in a 
ſweet diſpoſition of mind. He was one of the fuſt 
travellers. whoſe miniſtry, was powerfully. reaching 
tomy mind, when he was in our parts many years 
paſt on a religious, viſit with Stephen Comſort. It 
was very comfortable to be a little in company and 
ſweet eonverſation, with the only que of the, wo 


now livng. „n „ bt i baf3oqus 


ne ot it % nile, ton „bshev. 
Firſt- day, 20th., We attended their meeting held 
at Greenwich. zud-day 21ſt, we had a meeting 
at Alloways- Creek. The ſtate of ſuch as thought 
themſelves rich and inc eaſed in goods, $c, and yet 
had too much neglected to buy -* gold tried in the 
Fre, that they ' might. be rich, and white rai- 
ment, chat they might be clothed, ſprang freſh.in 
my mind; yet I believe there is a remnant among 
them who are in a good degree alive in the truth 
may theſe be ſtrengthened, and their number in- 
creaſed.— This meeting, though very pamful and 
dull in the fore part, was comfortably refreſhing in 
the concluſion. , 2d-day, 22d, we had a bleſſed, hea- 
venly meeting at Salem, though my dear compa- 
nion was quite ſhut up; but my mind was much 
opened and enlarged; and much I had to da among 


them 
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mem in the flow ings of divine favour.— Rleſſed be 
the great helper. 4th-day 23d, we had another fa- 
voured meeting at Piles Grove at leaſt my own 
way ſeemed very open, and my mind favonred in a 
comfortable degree, aſter ſome time of exerciſe in 
flence; but Joſeph was ſtill ſhut up- Seda! 
24th, had à good open meeting at Upper-Green- 
wich, where truth favoured with matter and utter- 
ance, to pretty good ſatis faction. th. day a 5th, 
we had another pretty good meeting at Woodbury, 
though I did not feel quite ſo well fatisfied with my 
own teſtimony as at ſome other times; yet I had a 
ree of «peace: th day 26th, we attended the ſe- 
quarterly meeting at Burlington. Firſt-day 
27th, attended the fore and afternoon meetings for 
worſhip, —— great inward want and difiref : 
but through a»degree of patience, was enabled to 
endure it Joſeph ſeemed: comfortable, had a little 
to do in the meeting, and could converſe pleaſantly 
with his friends after it; while 1 was fo ſhat up 
that, though ſome of them felt near to me, I could 
ſcarce uſe any freedom with any of them; indeed 
| feared they would think my reſerve was affected; 
but truly it was not; I tried divers times to uſe a 
little pleaſant freedom ; buy the more { tried, the 
more reſerved and ſhut up J felt, and even feemed 
to myſelf to act like a fool when I attempted to uſe 
freedom; therefore I gave up to be as 1 could be, 
and to endure this ſhurting up with all the patience 
I poſſibly could, 'as from the hand of God, for 
what purpoſe I knew not. | 


Second-day,'28th. Attended the quarterly meet- 
ing, going into it under great weakneſs and want ; 
but ſoon after fatting down, the power of the word 
of life | aroſe, in freſhneſs and dominion, with an 
opening clear and living; wherein I felt a neceſſity 
tofland up and proclaim the word bf the Lord among 
them. But it being a very large meeting, and 
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ſeveral great and eminent miniſters. of the goſpe] 
preſent, it was no ſmall:croſs to me to appear among 
them, however Lwas pretty ſoon made willing to 
eld to the preſſing mot ions of truth, and therein 
Landing ups was favouted to ſpeak cloſely to the 
ſtates of ſuch as had not been faithful to divine ma- 
nĩfeſtat ions, and even ſame Who had known their 
heads to be crowned as it were with crowus of gold, 
and yet had ſo fallen fhort, | that, if they did not 
ariſe and trim their lamps, ] believed the kingdom 
would be rent. from chem. their crowns taken from 
their heads, and given to others that were better 
than they; but I had alſo; a, comfortable proſpect 
of many truly tender religious minds preſent, and 
hopeful young people a valuable number; and it 
opened in me to ſay, I believed the children were 
already born who would live to fee. a better day, 
and enjoy. the overſpreading canopy of divine love 
in a more eminent degree, through faithfulneſs, 
than what many now do. It was a precious and 
heavenly opportunity, and divers living teſtimonies 
were borne by brethren preſent, to the rejoicing; of 
many. hearts. | A 27707 


Third- day, 29th. We attended the youth's meet- 
ing at this place—a large, comfortable, inſtruQtive 
meeting it was. We were both ſilent; but truth's 
teſtimony was livingly declared by two or three 
goſpel miniſters of this land, or of Pennſylvania: 
after which we attended the adjournment of the ſe- 
left meeting to a good degree of ſatisfaction. 4th- 
day 3oth, were at the ſelect quarterly meeting at the 
Falls, for Bucks County in Pennſylvania, where 
we had ſome cloſe hints to drop; but hope there is 
a living remnant among them.  gth-day 31ſt, at- 
tended their quarterly meeting, where my mind was 
r in teſtimony to the glorious goſpel of 

hriſt, as effectually witneſſed in and by many in 
our and our fore - ſathers days; and which, as _ 
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lieve, will yet more abundantly be witneffed among 
the nations ; for I do believe the Lord is arifing to 
ſhake terribly the earth, and that multitudes will 
be brought to the inward knowledge of thus glorious 
truth, Chriſt in you, the hope of glory. Joſeph 
was ſilent in the meeting for publick worſhip; but 
our dear friend John Lloyd bore a living teſtimony 
among us, and a good time it was. | 


Sixth-day, gth month 1ſt. Attended the youth's 
meeting here—a pretty favoured time on the whole 
— Joſeph had good ſervice in lively teſtimony 
among them. I was quite calm and caly, without 
a word in that way. er this we attended the ad- 
journment of the ſelect meeting to pretty good ſa- 
tisfaction. th-day, 2d of the month, we had a 
meeting at Makefield, where after deep exerciſe, 
truth roſe at length into great dominion, and divers 
living teſtimonies were borne to the great tendering 
of many minds, eſpecially among the youth—ma- 
ny of whom were preſent, and preſſingly and pow- 
erfully perſuaded to chooſe the Lord for their 
portion. Indeed it was a precious time to them, 
and a large number of them were very much reach- 
ed and broken - may they live under a ſenſe of it. 
—Backſliders were alſo preflingly warned, and truth 
was over all—blefſed be the powerful helper of the 
truly dependant, for he is their only hope, and their 
rock of defence in all their exerciſes; and they learu 
and know, from multiplied experience, that with- 
out him they can do nothing in a religious line, 
that will either pleaſe him, or profit the people or 
their own fouls. But O, the wonderful and inex- 
preſſible light, life, pgwer, aud dominion, wherein 
he ariſes at times for the help, comfort, and encou- 
ragement of his faithful ſervants! Words fall thort 
in expreſhon thereof, and language cannot reach 
it! therefore bow, O my ſoul, in ſilent, humble 
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proſtration, and reverential gratitude and awe before 
him, the Lord God omnipotent that reigneth; bleſs 
him, praiſe him, and adore him for ever; for he is 
worthy to be ſought unto, truſted in, worſhipped, 
and obeyed, and that by the whole houſe of Iſrael, 
can my ſoul, in feeling thankfulneſs and awful ſen- 
fibility, at this time teſtify and declare ! Amen. 


Firſt-day 3d. At a meeting at Plumſtead we 
ſuffered long ; but at length we felt relieved, the 
unfaithful were admoniſhed, the youth invited, and 
the heavy-hearted - encouraged : it was a heavenly 
time; light and life was felt triumphing over death 
and darkneſs —what ſhall we render unto the 
Lord for all his benefits? Let us lie low before him, 
feel our dependancy upon him, and never preſume 
to move in his great work without his aſſiſtance. 


Second -day 4th. I went with my companion to 
the monthly meeting at Buckingham, but he being 
much unwell with a fever, which had been pre- 
ceded with an aguiſh paroxyſm, left the meeting 
ſoon after our fitting down: my mind was ſhut up, 
and that too, under great exerciſe ; but after long 
waiting, I had ſome pretty. bright openings, wherein 
I found ſtrength to ſtand up, and was richly favoured 
with Truth's help, and I hope to ſome real uſeful- 
neſs to the Friends and people preſent. In the 
meeting for buſineſs I ul much to do among 
them ; though I was very ſenſible of a living con- 
cerned remnant there, | 


Third-day 5th of gth mo; I left my dear com- 
panion at our friend 'Thomas Smith's, unable to ride 
much, and went to the monthly ae, at Wrights- 
town, where Truth after a time of humble wait- 
ing, roſe into good authority, wherein I rejoiced to 
feel the great Maſter ſtill owning us to be his peo- 


ple, and favouring us with his heart-cheering pre- 
| ſence. 
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ſence. I was conſiderably drawn out in teſtimony, 
and ardent ſupplication among them at this meet- 
ing; and in the meeting for church diſcipline, had 
to labour a little to promote plainneſs, and 
order in ſome other reſpects, and had peace in my 
labours. 


Fourth-day 6th. Without my companion (he 
being till unwell) I attended the Falls monthly 
meeting, to pretty good ſatisfaCtion, though I had 
cloſe ſearching labour with them, and in the meet- 
ing for buſineſs alſo, gth-day jth, I attended Mid- 
dletown monthly meeting to pretty good ſatisfac- 
tion. 6th-da geh. went back to ſee my dear com- 
panion, found him better, and was rejoiced to fee 
him. 7th-day gth, I had a meeting at Briſtol, but 
was ſhut up in filence, except juſt to tell them of 
their want of inward gathering. 


Firſt-day 1 oth. 1 went, accompanied by my dear 


friends, James Moon and James Simpſon, to Tren- 
ton, in Weſt- Jerſey, where a pretty large number 
of people, not of our ſociety, attended the meet- 
ing; they ſat very attentive, and quiet, and I was 
largely 5 75 among them in the doctrines of 
truth. The people ſeemed ſomewhat reached: I 
truſt it was a good meeting to many ; however, I 
did not feel truth to reign in dominion over all, as 
at ſome other times; therefore, finding the truth 
of the ſcripture aſſertion, .* ye have need of pa- 
* tience, that, after ye have Lond the will of God, 
ye might receive the promiſe.'+ | 7 


2d-day 11th. I had a pretty good meeting at a 
place, called Stonybrook; and though it —. * 
filent, 15 at length through deep exerciſe, truth 
roſe and brought comfort to ſome of our minds. 


| M2 Thhird- 
+ Heb. x. 36. | 
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field, called alſo Crofiwicks—1 fat long in filence— 


any more than we know what” to pray for without 
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. Third-day 12th. Had a little meeting at Upper- 
Freehold, called Robins's meeting. Our labour 
was hard in filence, but in the concluſion a little 
life ſpread over us, and a number were pretty much 
reached, and broken into tenderneſs and contrition. 


Fourth-day 13th. Had a very heavenly meeting 
at a ſchool-houſe, Upper-Frechold, which was a 
great comfort to my mind, and I truſt to many 
more; for truth was over all, praiſed be the name 
of the Lord In the afternoon we had another 
meeting at a' place called Arney's-town, in which 
we fat long in ſilence; but near the cloſe I ſtood 
up and exprefled a few words, pointing the people 
to Chriſt in ſpirit, after which my friend James 
Simpſon had conſiderable to ſay, and I truſtthe meet- 
ing ended well. BY, 


Fifth-day 14th. We had a meeting at Cheſter- 


many preſentations attended my mind, but as I 
waited for the word of life, I ſaw there were many 
ſubjeRs on which a man might either muſe or ſpeak 
divers fields of doctrine—a large ſcope for choice 
—but, alas! we cannot chooſe aright for ourſelves, 


aſſiſtance, So I was made willing to reject all theſe 
falſe openings, however beautifal ; and, ſinking 
down into the filence of all fleſh, it was freſhly 
drought to mind, ever remember, when thou ap- 
proacheſt before thy God in order to worſhip him, 
that of thyſelf thou canſt do nothing; that thy bu- 
ſineſs is to wait in true ſilence, breathing to him for 
help and inſtruction, not preſuming to ſtir him up, 
or. awake him before he pleaſe, nor to form unto 
thyſelf a graven image, or warm thyſelf by the 
ſparks of thy own kindling, 1& thou lie down in 
ſorrow. If thou feeleſt thy mind ever fo — 
and barren, keep in true reſignation, keep the * 
o 
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of his patience, and he will keep thee in the hour 
of temptation. Watch, and pray continually, and 
truſt in the Lord witty all thine heart, and lean not 
to chine own underſtanding: After ſitting ſome time 
under the freſh revival of theſe things in the meeting 
this day, I ſtood up and declared how it had been 
with me in this meeting. This afternoon''we 
had a very painful meeting at Bordentown, in 
which we laboured and had peace. 


Sixth-day 15th.” Had à meeting at Mansfield- 
Neck: Here the ſeed was under ſufferings tos 
many preſent ſat idle, and lived too careleſs and un · 

concerned lives; and, after a ſeaſon of ſuffering in 
ſilence, truth triumphed over all, and God gave 
us the dominion, the victory, and rejoicing;—a 
heavenly time it was indeed; the faithful were com- 
forted and 1 - the lukewarm warned, and 
called to awake and ariſe from their beds of eaſe, 
that Chriſt might give them light; and the dear 
youth movingly perſuaded to forſake all, and come 
and follow - Jeſus: come, taſte and fee that the Lord 
is good. Many minds were much reached, tender - 
ed, and encouraged—O; my foul, ſemember and 
adore him for all his favours, and for every ſack 
watering and dew-deſcending feafon. "© 


FI * 


Seventh-day 16th. An exerciſing meeting at 
Mansfield:-— 1-day 1th, I attended the meeting 
at Upper - Springfield, which, though through ſome 
exerciſe in the beginning, was a good comfortable 
meeting, truth reigning over all. In the aſternoon 
J had a ſilent meeting at a place called the Mount, 
it was pretty large, and (carce any exerciſe appeared 
to reſt on the minds of the n ich, 
J had a painful; yet, in the end, a comfortable 
meeting at Qld- Springfield, where met me my dear 
friend John Simpſon, to join me à little in the 
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weighty ſervice before me, in the abſence of my 
much beloved companion, who, he informed me, 
was very ill; and James, the brother of John, 
having left me, it was truly acceptable to be joined 
by ſo united a brother. In the afternoon we had a 
meeting at Burli I was ſhut up in filence, 
which is the third filent meeting I have attended 
with Friends of that place, but dear John had good 
ſervice, of which I was glad. 


.. Third-day 19th. We were favoured with 2 
bleſſed, yea, an exceeding heavenly and watering 
opportunity at the houſe, and in the family of my 
dear friend John Hoſkins, among his children. 
Advice and fupplication. flowed. freely and power- 
fully to our great conſolation together. After this 
we went to Mount-Holly, and attended a meetin 
that had been appointed there for me : it was indeed 
2 moſt melting, favoured time; exhortation and 
| er were both eminently attended with life and 
divine authority. A more evident fulneſs of- divine 
ſufficiency. in ſolemn ſupplication perhaps I never 
knew ; for which my heart was and is awfully bow- 
ed to the God and Father of all our mercies, to 
whom I bend the knee reverently, and acknowledge 
him as my only helper, and all ſufficient ſupport— 
however, I had to ſee that things were much out of 
order at this place; and was divinely enabled to point 
out and ſpeak to ſeveral conditions, beheving ſpiri- 
tual blindneſs had at leaſt in part overtaken ſome. 
who had once ſeen clearer —ſome were lame, fome 
were halting, ſome I thought were greatly withered, 
and ſome I thought reſembled the dry bones, con- 
cerning which it was queried, * can theſe dry bones 
« live.'—To all theſe ſtates. 1 had to ſpeak a word of 
reproof, of lamentation —and alſo of encouragement 
yet to hope; to wait for and ſeek after ſtrength, 
and therein to ariſe. and preſs forward: for even the 
dry bones did live but above all, the animatin 


wor 


word of perſuaſion and encouragement flowed power- 
fully to the tender youth, like a river of living 
water, through my foul to them! bleſſed be the 
Lord for every favour; Hat LC abt 1158 3 


After meeting we made a comfortable viſit to our 
dear ancient friend; the widow of that worthy, ſelf- 
denying valiant of the Lord, John Woolman, and 
to their daughter, with her huſband and children. 
The widow was in a meek, humble, loving frame 
of mind: I think the Lord is with her, and believe 
he will be with her. TORE He” Bad | 


Fourth-day 20th. + We had a meeting at Vin- 
cent- Town, and, after long filence, I had to weep 
a little as between the porch and the altar, and called 
thoſe met with us to do the like—for I feared. the 
heritage would be given to reproach, the heathen 
rule over them, and ſay among the people, where 
is their God. John joined me in ſounding an alarm; 
and they were called to mourning, and to teach their 
children lamentation'! - After meeting I rode back 
to Mount- Holly, then to Burlington, fo croſſed the 
Delaware to Briſtol, and home with my dear anci- 
ent friend James Moon, who had been ſo kind as 
thus far to accompany m. | 


Next day, the 21ſt, the good old man accompanied 
me to ſee my companion, whoſe life we had lately 
been informed was quite deſpaired of; we found 
him very ill indeed, but yet I had a degree of hope. 
oth-day azad. Dear Joſeph is yet very dangerouſly 
ſick, though we hope a little alteration for the bet- 
ter.— th day 23d, I left him, and rode to Phila- 
delphia to the ſelect yearly meeting, which was 
very large. | * a 

Firſt-day 24th. I attended the three meetings. 
The firſt at Pine - Street meeting-houſe, where the 
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Lord, being graciouſly with me, opened my mouth 
in teſtimony and ſolemn ſupplication; many hearts 
were tendered, and my ſoul rejoiced—the Lord 
have all the glory. Our friend James Thornton 
was eminently favoured in a powerful teſtimony, 
as alſo in the afternoon at the Bank meeting; aud 
our dear friend Samuel Emlen had a lively time in a 
ſhort teſtimony after James. In the evening at- 
tended Market- Street meeting, where our worthy 
friend John Storer, from Old-England, appeared 
with inſtructive clearneſs and ſenſibility, both in 
prayer and teſtimony. 4 Ew 944106: 


Second day 25th, and ay 26th. Attended 
ſeveral fittings of the yearly meeting for buſineſs, 
and one fitting of the ſelect meeting, to pretty good 
ſatis faction. TE Fans : . 


Fourth-day 23th. Word came of my dear com- 
panion, by two Phyſicians who had been up to viſit 
him by mine and my friend's requeſt, that he de- 
parted this life, about an hour paſt midnight this 
morning. This cauſed indeed a cloſe exerciſe, 
and brought me to an examination whether I had 
done right in leaving him; but, on mature con- 
ſideration, 1 found peace in having ſo done: and 
divers valuable friends accompanying me, who felt 
engaged to leave the yearly meeting on the occaſion, 
] went:up to Buckingham in order to attend the 
funeral. ES ny niet; 


Fifth-day, 28th. We attended accordingly, and 
had, after the interment of the body, a large, hea- 
venly meeting, divers living teſtimonies being borne 
to the power and efficacy of truth, and ſomething 
by one or two of his acquaintance, reſpeCting the 
gravity, circumſpeCtion, and uſefulneſs of our dear 
deceaſed friend in his day and generation. I truſt 
it was a time that will not be ſoon RG by 
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divers preſent, whoſe hearts were melted and ten- 
dered together. After the meeting we returned to 
Philadelphia in order to attend the remaining fit- 
tings of the yearly meeting. 


29th and goth. Attended ſeveral fittings of the 
yearly meeting for buſineſs, had ſome little ſervices 
therein to a good degree of ſatisfaction; the meet- 
ings being owned and crowned by the preſence of 
the Lord of life and glory. 


roth month iſt. and 1ſt day of the week. At- 
tended a fitting of the ſelect yearly meeting, and 
the three meetings for wor ſhip—Pine-Street in the 
morning Market - Street aſternoon — Bank in the 
evening in all which truth was in good dominion, 
under the aſſiſting influence whereof my way was 
open in goſpel labours at each place, I hope to the 
— of ſome, and ſtrengthening of the hearts of 


2d day of the week, and 2d of 1oth month. 
The laſt fitting of the ſelet meeting was this day 
divinely owned, as were divers of the preceding, 
with the Lord's glory filling the inward temple of 
the ſpiritual houſe in ſach a manner, as to induce a 
living remnant to cry in the ſecret of their ſouls, 
6 bleſſed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord: 
* Hofanna in the higheſt.'+ In the courſe of this 
yearly meeting my mind was often bowed in a ſenſe 
of the Lord's condeſcending kindneſs, not only in 
favouring me with ſtrength and ability, but alfo in 
opening the hearts of many deeply experienced 
miniſters and elders, to receive and ſympathize with 
me in my lahours—for which the holy Name be 
praiſed, and let all ever bow before him. 


'Third-day 3d. I began to defire my way might 
+ Matt. xxi. 9. 
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open to leave Philadelphia; but I found no way 


out—ſo went to the Bank week-day meeting, 'and 
was there filent.—gth-day, attended the week-day 
meeting at Pine-Street ; 8 a good open time in 
ſounding an alarm to the tukewarm, and felt ſweet 
inward peace.—gth-day, was at Market-Street pre- 
parative meeting, and was ſilent, but divers teſti- 
monies were borne in Truth's authority.—b6th-da 

I attended their monthly meeting, and was aha 1 
and very unexpectedly opened in Truth's teſtimony 
againſt the love, ſpirit, and friendſhip of the — T3 
and to call Friends into a labour m their families, 
and among their dear 7 this was extenſive] 

an alarming day, and I NI, ſome of them wil al 30 
profitably take the alarm. foul bad great peace 
— bleſſed. be the holy helper. — 2 4 — ſome 
families. — iſt-day 8th, rode to Frankfort meeting, 
and there ſuffered deeply i in ſpirit, but got ſome 2 . 
lief by a cloſe ſearching teſtimony amon JN 
yet remained uneaſy, and — ſo to Pulte 125 


phia.—2d day gth, attended the ſelect meetin 1 2 


ſome good degree of fatisfaCtion,— Ibn day 1oth, 
had a 7 — at Frankfort; was t until * 4 
the. cloſe, when I told them I felt ſomethin preſent 
which exceedingly obſtructed the ariſm I life in 
the meeting. Fa the afternoon we had a meeting 
at Fair Hill—I was filent there. —qth-day , 11th, 
had a meeting at Germantown, in which my lot 
was in ſilence.— th. day 12th, attended the youth's 
eneral meeting at Biberry, and ſuffered {till in fi- 
— feeling myſelf as a ſtranger, a pilgrim on the 
earth: and, in the depth of my diſtreſs, [ ſaid in my 7 
heart, Lord, why haſt thou « forſaken me? thou 5 
knoweſt I have given up all that is near and dear to 


me in this world, to follow thee and thy call into 3 


this land; m dear wife and offspring I have left be- | 


hind me, and come forth thus far into a land I knew 3 


not; and I, can appeal to thee, O my God, that it 
1s only in obedience to thy will and —_ ; 


Why then am I thus left? why feel I myſelf fo 
deſtitute and forſaken of all good? why ſee I no 
way caſt up to walk in? Thus, or to this purpoſe, 
I bemoaned my deſolate condition, and ſpread my 
caſe before the Lord my God with tears, but all in 
a good degree of reſignation ; and after a little ſpace, 
being fully ſatisfied all would work for goad, I was 
made willing to be as poor, empty, and blind, as the 
Lord would have me to be, and all centred in this, 
Not my will, but thine be done.” 


Sixth-day 13th. Was at a meeting appointed by 
two Friends from New-York government at Abing- 
ton, my own way being entirely ſhut up, fo that [ 
durſt not preſume to appoint a meeting, nor yet to 
return home, though I often looked towards home, 
but it looked dark. So I ſhould have quite ſtopped, 
had there not been a meeting for tlioſe two Friends, 
which I thought I might ſafely attend; but ſtill ſi- 
lence and ſaffering was my lot; and yet the Lord 
was graciouſly pleaſed to preſerve my foul in a good 
degree of patience under all. 


Seventh-day 14th. I went to a meeting appoint- 
ed for the aforeſaid Friends at Horſeham, and re- 
turned with my friend Joſhua Morris to his houſe 
at Abington.—1ſt-day 1 5th, was at Abington meet- 
ing again, and filent in both, feeling great empti- 
neſs. It is the Lord's hand, let him do as he 
pleaſeth, he will not do any thing for my harm.— 
2d day 16th, ſtopt travelling, and waited on the 
Lord for direction towards night a little light 
aroſe, and I thought I might go on in the morning, 
if the way ſhould continue ſtill to be open, — gd 
day 19th, I attended their meeting at Gynnedd, 
my tongue as it were _— to the roof of my 
mouth.—4qth day 18th, I had a ſilent meeting ar 
Plymouth. —gth day 19th, was at the monthly 


meeting 


oma th — + 


- W.* - — 
_—O_ Wc P—?P:᷑̃̃ . „ ĩ7[ł „„ — —ñĩ˙—ͤ—tl.—— 


— 


* 
—— ——_—CLCr—_ — CIT. — — 


134 JOURNAL OF 


ng at Richland—ftill ſhut up in filence.—6th | 
day: 20th, attended a meeting at the ſame place for 
two marriages, ſtill in ſilence; but I am learning 
contentment, and to endure famine, dog, and 


hunger, patiently :=-Lord ſpare not until thy will 
be accompliſhed in me, and all that is in me bows 
to thy ſceptre, and yields fully and quietly to thy 


diſpoſal! 


Seventh-day 21ſt. Had à meeting at Potts: 
Grove, wherein Truth roſe into dominion, and 
my faith and aſſurance of the all- ſufficiency of 
Truth's openings and leadings were greatly in- 
creaſed; for I ſat through eleven meetings in 
ſilence, one after another, except a very few words 
Juſt at the cloſe of the firſt of them. Now in all 
theſe ſilent meetings I could never once, except 
thoſe few words, find ability or openneſs to ſay a 
2 word, and believe my ſilence was wholly 
ordered of God, though contrary to the deſires of 
of many, and even part of the time very unpleaſant 
to my on mind; but it pleaſed my great Maſter 
to keep me to it, until I was made to yield, and be 
content with whatever he pleaſed to allot unto me 
in my pilgrimage, however it might induce the _ 
rant to gaze upon me as a fool; and after I had 
thus ſurrendered up all, he was pleaſed to open m 
mouth in a very comfortable manner to myſelf, 
and I believe to ſome others. In this meeting I 
felt the power of the word of life almoſt as ſoon as 
I fat down in the houſe, but the opening was on a 
very unexpected ſubject, a diſpoſition 1 to 
comprehend the unfathomable myſteries of the in- 
ſcrutable God. This was the ſubject that opened 
in the light and in the life, and as J kept to the 
opening 1 had much to fay on this and ſeveral other 
ſubjects, with 8 clearneſs, in a way of 
comfort and encouragement to a tried, afflicted ſtate; 
and being favoured with the ſpirit of ſupplication, 

the 
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the meeting ended to good ſatisfaction. After meet- 
ing 1 was informed that ſuch an inquiſitive, diving 
diſpoſition after hidden myſteries was preſent in that 
meeting, and alſo the other ſtate of affliction and 
probation —bleſſed be the Lord for all his fatherly 
diſpenſations, however diſagreeable to my own in- 
Glinatio nas. t eh | RF 


Fixſt-day 22d.—I attended (dear John Forman 
being with me, as he had been for ſeveral days paſt) 
the meeting of Friends at Robinſon, or the Foreſt, a 
bleſſed time it was. —ad day 23d, we had a meet- 
ing at Reading, and next day at Maiden Creek, 
both I hope profitable good meetings. —qth-day 
25th, we were at the monthly meeting at Exeter; 
Truth roſe into bleſſed dominion, and reigned over 
all in the meeting for publick worſhip, to the reach- 
ing and tendering mauy hearts. — 5th- day 26th, we 
had a meeting at Nantmil, to which dear Abel 
Thomas accompanied us; my friend John For- 
man had good ſervice; I was long ſhut up, but at 
length, in the freſh openings of life, I ſtood up and 
expreſſed a few words, after which dear John For- 
man appeared again iu a ſhort lively teſtimony; and 
my ſpirit being drawn forth in ſupplication to the 
Lord, the meeting ended under a feeling ſenſe of 
the favour of life. | | 


Sixth-day 279th.— We had a good, open meeting, 
this day, at Pikeland—the Lord's prefence was our 
crown. —)th-day 28th, a ſilent meeting as to my- 
ſelf at Providence; but dear John Forman had 
pretty good ſervice there. — iſt-day 29th, we were 
at the Valley meeting, and both had conſiderable ta 
gap, yet found ſcarce any relief. —ad-day goth, Lats 
tended Abington. monthly meeting, and was favour- 
ed in the meeting for publick worthip with a clear 
opening, wherem I had a thort teſtimoy to the 
reaching the witneſs „ minds, and much v 

4 my 
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my own relief, after an exerciſing time the day be: 


fore—the whole revives the caſe of thoſe who 


toiled all night and caught nothing ; and yet, by 
carefully attending to the Maſter's directions, they 
ſoon after caught a multitude of fiſhes. _ 


Third-day 31ſt. Attended Gynnedd or North | 


Wales monthly meeting, where, after fitting a 


while in darknefs, light ſprang up and brought-forth |} 3 


a ſhort, awakening teſtimony, in cloſe ſearching 
language, very much to the relief of my own mind 8 
I alſo had more to do in the meeting for diſcipline 

than uſual for me when abroad, as I found my mind 
engaged, and the way opened; for it is my ſpecial 
care in all theſe meetings not to move or undertake 
in any ſervice but what I End a real engagement to 
in the openings of life; and, on the other hand, 
not to omit any thing which is thus clearly pointed 


out, and my mind thus engaged in. 
11th month 1ſt, and 4th of the week. —I went 1 


to the monthly meeting at Horſham, and, after 
viewing the camp a while in filence, had to lift up 
my voice like a trumpet and found an alarm among 
them, wiſhing them to feel for themſelves; leſt ere 
they were aware, and while ſitting careleſsly at eaſe, 
the enemy ſhould ſurround them and lead them 
captive away. 


After this I fat in a low ſuffering ſtate, through 
the whole tranſactions of their buſineſs; but juſt 
at the cloſe my trumpet was again prepared to ſound; 
and feeling ſtrength to ariſe out of great weakneſs, 
and light out of obſcurity, I ſo renewed the alarm 
among them, as to feel quite eaſy and comfortable 
in my mind—bleſſed be the Lord who helped me; 
for I ſenſibly felt, that had not his power aroſe for 
my deliverance, I muſt have funk down under a 
load of diſtreſs, and gone away burthened in ſpirit, 
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having no might nor ability . to throw my heavy 
load off myſelf. Indeed I grew weaker and weaker, 
blinder and blinder, in myſelf ; but herein I truly 


W rejoice, for it brings into the clearnefs, into deep 
= depen dance upon God alone, whereby his grace is 


felt to be all- ſufficient, and an unſhaken evidence, 
that with the divine Arm there is no lack. 


Many deep leſſons of inſtruction are opened in 
this dependant ſtate, which had utterly eſcaped the 
penetration of the wiſe and prudent. Therefore 
O Lord ! ever keep me low enough before thee. 
I have ſo clearly ſeen this to be the only way for 
divine enlargement and true conſolation, that I de- 
fire it, I crave it of thee more earneſtly than corn, 
wine, or oil. 


Oh, what numbers miſs of the beſt inſtruction 
and the pureſt joy, by continuing, even after great 
mortification, alive in themſelves, in their religiaus 
performances. Theſe cannot fully ſay, * I live' yet 
not I, but Chriſt liveth in me.“ Theſe have in 
them ſomething of the beaſt which received the 
wound by the ſword of the ſpirit, and yet did 
live—the deadly wound being healed; all theſe are 
in imminent danger: and if they are not aware, 
they will retard the work of the Lord in themſelves 
and in others, through their buſy attempts to pro- 
mote it: and yet perhaps they may be pretending 


to wait for, and giving out that they feel much di- 
vine influence. | 


Oh, the ſubtilty of the ſerpent, eſpecially in his 
reſemblance of an angel of light ! many hath he 
caught, beguiled, and ruined ; the pure openings of 
life are very different, and diſtinguiſhable from all 
his falſe viſions and likeneſſes; the deep, humble, 
careful traveller, finds it ſo to his unſpeakable ſatis- 

N 2 faction; 


* Gal. ii. 20. 
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faction; and yet how many are taking the latter 
for the former, for want of depth and patience 
enough in waiting hereby the innocent precious 
life in them becomes wounded, and the true ſim- 
plicity betrayed—for * the adultreſs will hunt,” even 
for the precious life,** as the wiſe man teſtifies ; 
and I believe the truly wiſe in heart, not in earthly 
wiſdom, but heavenly, do really find it ſo; for the 
life is the very thing the adverſary ſtrikes at, and it 
he can keep us from the ſenſible feelings and open- 
ings thereof in our religious engagements, he cares 
not how ative we are without it, nor how much 
we pretend to it; for the more of all this, the ſe- 
curer he hath us, and the more we promote his 
kingdom and intereſt. Oh, where will many ap- 
pear at laſt, after all the cry of Lord, Lord, have we 
not propheſied in thy name, and in thy name caſt out 
devils, and done many wonderful or mighty works? 


This is a ſubject that greatly engages my atten- 
tion, in earneſt wiſhes that thou who readeſt theſe 
hints may be preſerved out of, and wiſely ſhun the 
dreadful ſnare, and yet have a care of diſobedience. 
But when things open in the light, give up to the 
heavenly viſion, and confer not with fleſh and blood. 
The path, though narrow, may yet be travelled in. 
It is a way wherein all the true wayfaring men, tho? 
fools, may walk and not err; but then they muſt 
carefully attend to the light for the way-mar#s ; as 
the light, and that oly, makes them manifeſt ; keep- 
ing a ingle eye thereto, never once beginning to 
think of taking leſs ' heed to it, or that now, after | 
much experience, they can do pretty well with lefs 
clearneſs and Teſs bright ſhining thereof than here- 
tofore. For alas, this is a miſtake and dangerous 
deluſion, and he that continues to give way to it 
will ſoon walk in darkneſs, not knowing whither 
he goeth : his feet will ſtumble in the dark, until MR 
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be falls into the bottomleſs pit with the beaſt and 
falſe prophet. But thou, whole eye is kept care- 

fully ſingle and attentive to the /zght, ſhalt witneſs 
thy whole body to be full of light, and ſhalt jour- 
ney forward fafely, until thou arriveſt at that city 
that needs not the light of the ſun nor the moon, 
for the Lord God doth lighten it, and the Lamb is. 
the light thereof, Amen | 


Fifth-day ad.— After a comfortable family viſt 
where one lay fick, I rode to Philadelphia, in order 
to attend the approaching quarterly meeting, and viſi- 
ted a few families to a good degree of comfort. 


Sixth-day third.—I went to ſee two or three fa- 
milies, but have felt very different from that — 
neſs, freedom, cheerfulneſs, and ſatisfaction, which 
I felt in a good degree when here before. I thought 
far leſs of having ſufficient time now than when 1 
firſt came ; but, alas! there 1s ſcarce any compa- 
riſon ; wherever I go my load goes with me, and 
cannot yet throw it off, But all tends to confirm 
and aſſure me that it is not of man, nor by man, nor 
yet by outward obſervation. So I wait in pftience. 


* 
£ 
% 
* 
* 
* 
3 
| * 
BE.” 
4% 
| 
8 
43 
"I 
"= 
* 
2 
Y 
3 
* 
47 
* 


7th-day 4th. I am going preſently to the ſelect 
quarterly meeting. O Lord my God, be with me; 
keep me low; keep me humble; keep me alſo faith- 
ful and attentive to thy divine movings, whether in 
tilence or utterance; for ] know that without thee 1 
can do nothing rightly. —1 attended the above-menti- 
oned ſelect meeting, and felt great weight nnd exerciſe 
attend me; but, ſinking down to the pure gift, I 
was after a little time raiſed up, in Truth's dominios, 
to eaſe my mind among my brethren and fiſters of 
this meeting, after which I was drawn forth in ſup- 
plication, and the meeting ended to ſolid ſatisfac- 
ton. | 4. 


N 3 Firſt- day 
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\Firſt-day-gth. In the forenoon I attended Mar- 
ket- Street meeting, and ſoon feeling a very e 
concern reſting on my ſpirit, I ſt up in the rell. 
openings of life, and began to expreſs what I had in 
commiſſion; but keeping carefully to the divine 
pens I ſoon-felt all to be ſhut up again, whereupon 

immediately fat down, rejoicing that I was preſerv- 
ed from proclaiming without life, what juſt before 
was opened in the life: ſo I ſat quite eaſy, being de- 
livered from the great weight and exerciſe which | 
had felt, until towards the end of the meeting, and 
after another friend had well declared the truth 
among us, I again ſtood up and very fully clea- 
red my mind. I left this meeting in true joy of 
heart, and rejoiced in the Lord my gracious Pre- 
ferver, who is learning me to depend on and attend 
to his uttings as well as his openings : and this is 
the only way of ſafety. In the afternoon I went to 
the Bank meeting, and had good open ſervice, and 
though in a ſhort, IJ hope comfortable teſtimony, to 
a living remnant preſent. I attended in the evening 
at Market-Street meeting. It is a very large houſe, 
and was now greatly crowded :—[ was quite ſilent. 


Second-day 6th. Attended the quarterly meet- 
ing for worſhip and diſcipline. In the firſt J had a 
Mort open teſtimony, after which our friend John 
Storer had a good open time, to our edification and 
comfort. In the meeting for church diſcipline, I 
was ſhut up in filence and mourning, —T here was 
recommended down from the yearly meeting, a re- 
newed care and exertion for the preſervation and 
recovery of the young and riſing generation, who 
are many of them greatly departed from primitive 
plainneſs and fimplicity. My ſpirit was bowed in 
ſympathy and union with a few tribulated fouls, 
who mourn the deſolation of Sion, and uſe their 
honeſt endeavours for her reſtoration. One remark 
ef dear John Stoter 1 cannot well omit to inſert 
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here: He ſaid, in the meeting for buſineſs, that he 
never knew any one to grow and proſper in religi- 
on, who was negligent as to the attendance of reli- 

ious meetings. Now I wiſh this ſolid remark, 
— on impartial obſervation, may have its pro- 
per effect, to the quickening of all who heard or 
who may here read it, to the diligent diſcharge of 
that great and important duty. 


Third-day 4th. I had good open ſervice at the 
ouths meeting at Market-Street houſe. It was a 
arge folid meeting, and I laid things cloſe home to 

negligent parents; but to the honeſt, faithful labour- 
ers, as well as to the tender youth among them, 
the language of eonſolation and encouragement 
flowed ſweetly and freely, I hope to the refreſhment 
of ſome of their ſouls. -In' the afternoon there was 
a meeting for the negroes ; it was not to me a very 
lively meeting, yet was in degree owned and favour- 
ed, ud ſeveral teſtimonies were borne, among 
which I was not wholly excuſed ; and I believe my 
exerciſe might be of ſome little uſe to the poor 
blacks, although I felt very weak, and Truth roſe 
not into much dominion ; but my mind was quiet 
in the Lord. b 


Fourth-day 8th. I went to the ſelect quarterly 
meeting at Abington, and fat through the fame 
under great exerciſe, but near the cloſe my wa 
opened, and I was enabled to ditcharge myſelf. 


Fifth-day gth. This day came on the quarter! 
meeting for worthip and diſcipline, which was large, 
and livingly favoured with the flowings of life in the 
miniſtry, and the labours of ſome concerned bre- 
thren for the good of Sion; in the meeting for diſci- 
pline. I had good open ſervice on divers important 
ſubjects, particularly the guarded education, over- 
light, and nurture of our youth 

* Sixth-day 
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Sixth-day 10th. Attended the youths meeting; 
it was large and favoured with the ownings of lite, 
and with divers living teſtimonies—1 was ſilent/ and 


well ſatisfied. ; 


| Seventh-day 11th. I got to the ſelect quarterly 
meeting at Concord, where, as at Abington, I was 
quite ſhut up, until near the end of this day's fatfing 
of ſaid meeting; but life then ariſing, I ſtood up in 
the opening thereof, had great ſatisfaction in my 
labours among them, moſtly in a way of encourage- 
ment, but not without ſome cautions and admoni- 
tions as things opened, 


Firſt-day 12th. I rode to the meeting at Bir- 
mingham, through which I ſat filent and reſigned. 
2d-day 13th, went back to Concord to the quarterly 
meeting, and was therein ſhut up from words 
through the meetings for worſhip and church diſci- 
pline; as alſo the next day at the youths meeting 
and adjournment of the [ele meeting ; but our 


friend John Storer had excellent ſervice both days. 


Fourth-day 15th. I was at Wilmington month- 
ly meeting, and quite ſilent through the whole 
thereof—it being a low time with me, though 
divers Friends ſeemed to be favoured. —5th-day 16th, 
quite ſilent again at Kennet monthly meeting until 
towards the end of their buſineſs, when I was con- 
cerned to point them to the life in the tranſaCtions 
of church affairs. —6th-day, 19th, I went to Brad- 
ford monthly meeting held at Caln, and fat filent, 
except towards the end of the laſt meeting. I ſpake 
a few words of the danger of a forward miniſtry. 
7th-day, 18th, 1 attended the ſelect quarterly meet- 
ing at London-Grove, for the weſtern quarter,— 
Here, through laborious travail in the deeps, life ſo 
far aroſe as to enable me to eaſe my mind in degree. 


Firſi- 
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Firſt-day, 109th. —I was at New-Garden meeting. 
in which I was ſilent After meeting went home 
with my dear friend William Jackſon, who had, a 
few years paſt, been very acceptably in our country 
on a religious n 20th, I attended the 
quarterly meeting at London-Grove, being till 
ſhut up in filence.—3d-day, 21ſt, attended the 
youths meeting, the adjournment of the quarterly 
and the ſelect meetings, in all which I had not a 
word to ſay. Oh! I was now, and moſtly for a 
week paſt, abaſed as in the duſt—I could fee no way 
to go forward ; nor yet could I go homeward—and 
though this diſtreſſing diſpenſation is upon me while 
I write theſe lines, yet through the experience I 
have already had, my faith fails not; but I have an 
unſhaken confidence that all does and will work for 
good, and for my enlargement, in the Lord's time ; 
but I find patience exceedingly neceſſary : for thus 
to be ſhut up a' week or two weeks at a time, and 
feel in great degree deſtitute of divine enjoyment, is 
very trying ; and to feel it altogether out of our 
own power to help ourſelves out of this trying ſtate, 
brings the creature very low and humble; but, 
bleſſed be the Lord, he never has failed to arife in 
his own time, and to deliver my ſoul from all trou-' 
ble; and I firmly believe he will, if I keep in the 
patience, give the new ſong of praiſe to his eternal 
name. | * 


4th-day, 22d.—Attended their mid-week meet- 
ing at London-Grove, where my tongue, as it 
were, {till clave to the roof of my mouth, while 
Mary Huſbands was much favoured and enabled 
to lift up her voice like the ſong of an angel.— 
gth-day, 23d, I went to New. Gunten meeting, 
and was ſtill cloſed up in filence.—6th-day, 24th, 
I went to Nottingham in Maryland, with ſome 
Friends who were appointed by the quarterly meet- 
ing.— 
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ing.—Yth-day, 25th, we attended their monthly 
meeting, where it was my place to be ſilent. 


Firſt-day 26th.—I was ſtill ſnut up in their meet- 
ing for worſhip. I believe the Lord has ſome wiſe 
purpoſe in it.— I cannot find that I have offended 
him, or diſobeyed him: I know not that I have 
run too faſt, or lagged behind my guide: I have ar- 
dently endeavoured to do his will, and to endure his 
diſpenſations patiently. O that I may be preſerved 
in patience, and yet live to fee his purpoſe in all 
theſe things. 


Second-day ayth.—My way is hedged up—1 
ſee no way to go forward : Who can comprehend 
my deſolate ſtate? or underſtand my mournful con- 
dition? Theſe reflections are excited in me. I am 
a man of ſorrow, and acquainted with grief ! the 
light of God's countenance, which I have often 
eminently felt, -and which I then prized, and now 
deſire above all other joys, ſeems to be quite with- 
holden from me, and nothing elſe in heaven nor in 
all the earth can ſatisfy my longing ſoul. Lord, 
ſtrengthen my patience that I murmur not. after all 
that 1 have known of thy neſs : for I find daily 
bread is very defirable : faſting and hunger is pain- 
ful to nature; but ſhall I follow thee for the ſake 
of the loaves? or will it do to leave thee in times 
of emptineſs and abaſement ? 


I now remember the long faſting of thy beloved 
Son, and at length he hungered. Oh! then came 
the tempter, but he was defeated, for he found 
nothing in that holy Lamb, the Son of thy boſom, 
that would receive any of his baits. O my foul, 
may he find nothing in thee | Thou haſt often de- 
clared to others that the way to heaven is through 
tribulation and ſufferings; and now when they are 
come upon thee, ſee to it, that thou keep the wo 
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of God's patience; let patience have its perfect 
work, leſt che end the Lord's thus proving thee 
be fruſtrated; for if all Satan's aſſaults be rightly 
reſiſted, and nothing of his offered food eaten, thou 
mayeſt find relief and conſolation. And though it 
is now very diſtreſſing to drink thy Saviour's cup, 
and be baptized with his baptiſm into ſuffering, yet 
it muſt be endured, or thou canſt never fit with him 
in his kingdom—he has ſet thee an example that 
thou ſhouldſt follow his ſteps. And as it pleaſed 
God, in bringing many ſons unto glory, to make 
the Captain of their ſalvation perfect through ſuf- 
ferings,* ſo will his true followers be made perſect 
in like manner. Therefore, O my drooping ſoul ! 
truſt in the Lord, for unto whom elſe canſt thou 
go? He only has the words of eternal life: and 
thou muſt not give hack; neither heights nor 
depths, things preſent, or trials yet to come, muſt 
not ſeparate thee from the love of God, nor from 
cleaving unto him, or thou wilt yet be undone for 
ever; 


This day I rode back to my friend William 
Jackſon's, no way opening to go forward. —3d-day 
28th, no way opens yet; my ſoul is brought to 
tenderneſs, and my eves to weeping and tears, before 
the Lord. Nature is ready to flinch, but I am giy- 
en to believe it is the Lord's will that his ſervants, 
after multiplied experience of his helping and deli- 
vering hand, ſhould be ſo eſtabliſhed on the im- 
movable rock, o be able to endure hardneſs as 
good ſoldiers, Mlive by faith, and not by ſight, for 
a ſeaſon, ani that as long as he eons to ſay, 
without diſſimulation and without reſerve, under 
every trial meted out to them by his holy hand, It 
is the Lord : let him do as ſeemeth him good. Per- 
haps many trials, many deep baptiſms yet unproved 
by me, may be neceſſary for me to paſs through, 

before 


* Heb. ii. 10. 
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before; I can come up to and abide ſteadfaſtly in this 
bleſſed renunciation of my own will: but this is 
the mark, the goal at Which I aim. And it is the 
deſire of my ſoul that the Lord's hand may not 
ſpare, nor his eye have pity, until he brings forth 
judgment unto perfect victory; until all that is in 
me bows to his ſceptre; until I am perfectly reno. 
vated, and can render up all, body, foul and ſpirit, 
as à living and unreſerved ſacrifice unto the Lord; 
and until I can, even when he hides himſelf from 
me, (and to my ſenſation forſakes me) with perſe- 
verance and unabating confidence cry, * Abba Father, 
thy will and not mine be done. Even fo, O 
Lord, work in me and for me, to the thorough 
completion of thine own w1ll. 


Fourth-day 29th. Attended London-Grove pre- 
parative meeting, and was ſtill quite cloſed up from 
any ſenſible {pring of the goſpel. —5th-day, goth, 
I attended New-Garden preparative meeting—this, 
and London-Grove, make one monthly meeting. 
Here the power of the word of life was renewed in 
me, in ſuch a manner, that I ſeemed to myſelf in 
ſome ſort as if I had riſen from the dead! O 
how clearly, and beyond all doubt, am I ſatisfied in 
my own mind, that it is nothing elſe than the pow- 
er of an endleſs life that again quickened and 
raiſed me up in a living teſtimony among my breth- 
ren in this meeting.—For twenty days paſt, | have 
not dared to open my mouth in one of the publick 
meetings for worſhip that I have attended I have 
been at fifteen: doubtleſs, if I would have been fo 
prefumptuous, I could have ſtood up and delivered 
words in plenty at any of them. l felt an that 
Jof myſelf could no more open any thing divine, 


than à corrupt fountain can ſend forth ſweet and 


wholeſome watezs. I found I could not move for- 

ward in word and teſtimony, to any kind of profit to 

the people, or to my own peace, while the cloud "ne: 
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ed on the tabernacle; my buſineſs was to 
Glence before the Lord in abaſement, and as mue 
as poſſible in patience ;—Sefore, all was ſhut up that 
none could open; but now all ſeems to be {o« 

as that no man can mat Miez. ep, and praiſe, 
to him who leadeth me in the path of this bleſled ex- 
perience ; I can now bleſs his holy hand, both in his 
ſhutting and in his opening, and rejoice with joy 
unſpeakable, that I haye learned this experience 
and this dependance on him alone. 


Twelfth mo. 1ſt, 6th-day. I reſted at a Friend's 
houſe and wrote to my dear wife, for I had been fo 
ſhut up that 1 ſcarce knew how to write before ; 
but now I wrote with ſatisfaction and comfort. 


Seventh-day 2d. I attended New-Garden month- 
ly meeting; here my way was opened in an emineut 
manner —it was indeed a day to be remembered by 
many, bleſſed for ever be the Lord. 3 


Firſt-day 3d. I was at meeting at Kennet ;—246- 
day, 4th, at Birmingham ;—3d-day, 5th, at Brad- 
ford; 4th day, 6th, at Eaſt-Caln; in all which 1 
was ſilent.—5th day th, I was at Weſt-Caln 
meeting. —b6th-day, 8th, no way opens to go for- 
ward, we turned back and rode about twenty-five 
miles towards Philadelphia, and lodged at Ifaac 
Thomas's —1ſt-day 10th, we were at the meeting 
at Newtown ſchool-houſe.— ad- day, 11th, at New- 
town; at both I was ſtill cloſed up in filence.—-324- 
day, lath, we were at Haverford, with a little 
meeting of Friends, where, bleſſed be the name of 
the Lord, he opened the priſon door and ſet my 
ſoul at liberty—counſel — doctrine flowed freely 
their hearts were greatly tendered, and my foy! 
{ang praiſes to the Lord. " 


Fourth-day, 13th. Laſt evening we reached 
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Philadelphia, and went this day to Pine-Street meet- 
ing, it being a good open time, to the rejoicing of 
our ſouls.—5th-day, 14th, we attended Market. 
'Street meeting in the city, a favoured open time, 
to be remembered with gratitude. —bth-day, 1 5th, 
I had a meeting at Germantown, where I had 
been ſhut up befoie, my mind having often been 


. drawn that 8 ſince my being tliere. This was, 


bleſſed be the God of Iſrael, a meeting wherein the 
goſpel was extenſively preached. Great indeed 
was the power and dominion of truth this day, 
wherein a cloſe ſearch was made. — Several other 
brethren having living powerful ſervice, and in 
concluſion my foul was poured forth in ardent 
ſupplication; and light and life triumphed over 
death and darkneſs. —After this we had a good op- 
portunity in a Friend's family, and then returned 
to Philadelphia with gladdened hearts. 


Seventh-day, 16th. We attended the burial of 
an ancient Friend at Derby, where the Lord gave 
ability to preach the goſpel in the evidence and de- 
Ace of the ſpirit, and with power, to the 
comfort of many minds, and J hope to the awaken- 
ing of ſome others; after which we had another op- 
portunity in a Friend's family, in which our ſouls 
were rejoiced together in the cementing love of 


God. 


Firſt-day, 19th, The way having thus opened 
for me to go to Germantown, and then to Derby, 
as above-mentioned, it now ſeemed clearly to open 
to go forward to Cheſter; where, through deep 
wading, and a living travail of ſoul, life roſe into 
good dominion ; though I had to labour ſome time, 
even after I ſtood up, under much depreſſion of 
mind, looking carefully*to ſee the way and find the 
ſtepping ſtones! but the meeting ended well, and 
truth reigned, and being deſirous of another meet- 
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ing in this place, accordingly one was appointed 
to be held next day. 


Second- day, 18th. The meeting was large and 
bighly favoured and truth was triumphant.—-3d- 
day, tgth, we had a meeting at Chicheſter, where 
Truth gave us the victory — There was a little rem- 
want of ſeeking fouls, to whom encouragement 
flowed ſweetly this day.—4th day, 2oth, were at 
meeting at Center ; the fore part was painfully ex- 
erciſing, but after a time of ardent breathing to the 
Lord, 1 felt a ſmall ariſing of life, in which I ſtood 
up, and as I advanced forward, at length Truth 
aroſe into powerful dominion : it was a baptizing 
time,—We were at Wilmington, where | had been 
and ſuffered in ſilence ſome time paſt. Notice being 
now given of our intentions of being here, it was 


a large crowded meeting, and the doctrines of Truth 


were opened in my mind in great clearneſs, and ut- 
zxerance being graciouſly afforded, it was indeed a 
highly Pawns Fl day. I could write much of this 
heavenly meeting, but all centers in the mercy, 
fayour, and loving kindneſs of the Lord, without 
whom we are altogether helpleſs and cannot move 
to profit. We had three comfortable opportunities 
in Friends families in this place, one of which was 
with our ancient friend and elder in the church 
John Perry, and his daughter, they living together. 
He had been in New-England, where 1 ſaw him, 
on a religious viſit, (in company with our fince 
deceaſed friend David Ferris) but now was very ill, 
and I thought unlikely to continue long. Truth 
was in good dominion while we were together, 
wherein doctrine and ſupplication were livingly 
owned by the inſhinings of the divine preſence. 


Sixth-day, 22d.— William Jackſon went home, 
intending to meet me again in a few days. Hugh 
Judge and ſeveral others from Wilmington attend- 

| Q 2 mung, 
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ing, we had a precious meeting at White - Clay 
Creek; my ſou] was deep in ſuffering for a ſhort 
time; but the power of him who is the Reſurree. 
tion and the Life, eminently ariſing, the goſpel was 
hvingly preached in demonſtration and clearneſs; 
the youth perſuaded ; the faithful encouraged ; and 
the lukewarm warned—many minds were reached 
and much tendered ; and my own foul comforted 
and rejoiced. But here I may note a trial that at- 
_ tended my utterance, v different from that kind 
of exerciſe wherein it ſeems difficult to find the 
ſtepping ſtones ; for here my heart was ſo full, and 
my cup ſo overflowed, that I could ſcarce keep fo 
deliberate as to expreſs myſelf to my own relief and 
fatisfaQtion, until, after — ſhort time, I ſat 
down and waited to get more command of myſelf; 
when, ſtanding up again, through a careful ſtepping 
along, I had great peace and conſolation in this day's 
— be the Lord * 


Seventh-day ad. We had a truly bleſſed op- 
portunity in a meeting at Okeſin, where Truth 
eminently favoured us, and opened divers important 
doctrines and ſtates, which ſtates were livingly ſpo- 
ken to in Truth's authority, to the tendering many 
minds ; may it be to their laſting benefit and in- 
ſtruction. Theſe four laſt meetings were in the 
government or ſtate of Delaware, and in the county 
of New-Caſtle. After this laſt meeting we went 
to ſee our ancient friend Thomas Carleton, in his 


eighty-eighth year, who had been in New-England 


in the ſervice of the Goſpel, having been eſteemed 
a living miniſter of Chriſt. He was, though con- 
fined at home, in a tolerably comfortable ſtate of 
health; chearful in mind; and ſeemed to retain a 
good ſavour of Truth being glad to fee us and 
we him. 2 | l * | 


| Firſt-day 24th. We were at a meeting at Con- 
1 eord, 
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cord, in Cheſter county, Pennſylvania, at which 
place I had before attended a quarterly meeting. un- 
able then to open my mouth in a religious meeting: 
but now the Lord ſet before me an open door, 
which indeed has wonderfully been the caſe for di- 
vers meetings paſt, even the moſt ſo I think ſince 
my late lon ſpiritual impriſonment, that ever 1 
witneſſed ; the enlargement of my mind, clearneſs 
of the openings, and ſtrength of utterance, being 
far beyond my own expectation, and greatly to the 
humiliation, as well as conſolation of my poor exer- 
ciſed ſoul.— In this meeting at Concord, I had 
ſome clear openings, and was enabled to ſpeak to 
ſeveral ſtates, among the reſt, to a ſtate of great 
unfaithfulneſs, even though great had been the di- 
vine favour from time to time extended to them. I 
had to ſound an alarm indeed to theſe, and to men- 
tion the danger of their houſe being left unto them 
deſolate, and the things belonging to their peace he- 
ing hid from their eyes for ever; and of that awful 
declaration being ſealed againſt them, unleſs they 
ſpeedily repent and turn to the Lord, viz. © he that 
* is filthy, let him be filthy ſtill.““ After which a 
Friend ſtanding up in the meeting, in a feeling man- 
ner, called upon them to ſuffer the word of exhor- 
tation, teſtifying that ſuch was the ſtate of ſome 
preſent, and that they had repeatedly been warned, 
and called upon in a very preſſing, awful manner 
before now, by ſuch as were outwardly utter ſtran- 
gers to their ſituation. | 


Second-day 25th.— We were at Cheſter monthly 
meeting held at Providence, where, in the meeting 
tor worſhip, I had very ſearching ſervice ; yet drop- 
ping a word of comfort and encouragement to an 
exerciſed ſeed among them. It was on the whole a a 
good meeting.—3d-day 785 we had a good meeting 

3 ar 


* Rev. xxli. 11. 
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at Springfield. th day 27th, another at Middleton— 
precious alſo, eſpecially the laſt, wherein Truth roſe 
into dominion, and its doctrines were livingly and 
largely opened; a ſifting time ſpoken of better 
days or more reformed to ſucceed—and a more 
general ſpreading of the truth among the nations. 


Fifth-day 28th. We had a bleſſed meeting at 
Birmingham, where I had been twice in this jour- 
ney before, and quite cloſed up at both times, but 
was now highly favoured. Here dear Hugh Judge 
and James Robinſon, who had been with me ſeveral 
Gays, left me and returned home ; my beloved friend 

illiam Jackſon having met me again at this meet- 
ing, in order to join me for ſome time longer. 


Sixth-day 2gth. We had another very precious 
meeting at Kennet ; here | had alſo been twice be- 
fore under deep ſuffering, my tongue as it were 
cleaving to the roof of my mouth ; but it was emi- 
nently looſed, and Truthi reigned triumphant over 
all, bleſſed be the Lord. —7th-day zoth, we had a 
A1 meeting at London- Grove. iſt- day gift, we 

ad two meetings, the firſt a ſweet and glorious one 
at Bradford, where I had been once before, and now 
doctrine and advice flowed freely forth to the great 
reaching and tendering of the people. In the at- 
ternoon we had a very laborious time in filence 
at Eaſt-Caln, where 1 had before been twice; 
but bleſſed be the Lord who gave us the victory, 
Truth at length did ariſe, and teſtimony and ſuppli- 
cation were evidently felt to be in that which lives 
for ever. 


1787, iſt mo. 1ſt, and 2d of the week. We 
had a highly favoured meeting at Uwchfare, 
wherein Truth prevailed over all, as in. ſeveral 
others of our late eminently baptizing ſeaſons.— 
2-day, 1ſt mo. ad, we had another favoured meet- 
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ing at Goſhen. The doctrines of Truth diſtilled as 
the dew, and dropped as the gentle rain, to the re- 
freſhing of many. a tender plant, and [ truſt to the 
opening of many underſtandings. After the meet- 
ing. at Goſhen, we parted with our dear friend 
Edith Sharpleſs, a living goſpel miniſter, wife of 
Joſhua Sharpleſs, ſhe having been with us at divers 
of the laſt meetings ; but my friend William Jack- 
fon {till continued with me. | 5 


Fourth-day, 3d.— We had a good meeting at 
Newtown, where I had been before in ſilence.— 
sth-day, 4th, we had a meeting at Radnor; and 
oth-day, 5th, another at Merion—both heavy la- 
borious ſeaſons for ſome time; but Truth roſe into 
ſome dominion, eſpecially in the laſt, which, on the 
whole, proved a good and refrething ſeaſon, and 
ended in the ſavour of life: the other alſo ended 
well.—7th-day, 6th, we rode to Philadelphia, and 
viſited divers families, rather in a way of innocent 
ſociability, to take our leave of them, expecting 
ſoon to return homeward — iſt-day, th, we atten- 
ded the meetings at Pine-Street, Bank and Market- 
Street—the firſt, after a time of cloſe exerciſe, was 
a good favoured meeting—the ſecond very dull and 
painful; though a little life at length aroſe, yet I 
did not get full relief among them—the third a very 
large crowded evening meeting—and my mind was 
ſoon dipt into a cloſe engagement for their eternal 
welfare, with an opening to ſtand up, and | believe 
got through to the good ſatis faction of my friends, 
and ſomewhat to the relief of my on mind, as a 
parting opportunity with many beloved Friends. 

o many in this large city appear in want of true 
magnanimity in the cauſe of Truth. My ſpirit 
mourns over them, with ardent wiſhes that they 
may lift up their heads above the world and all its 
frowns, friendſhips, and entanglements; and riſe 


into the liberty of the ſons of God. May the 
| young 
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young and riſing generation ſhun that rock, the 
Wit of the world, on which ſo many have been 

ipwrecked. I am clear in it, that there is 4 pre- 
cious ſeed among them, who, if faithful; will ſhine 
forth in greater luſtre and purity than many of thoſe 
who have gone before them. © Lord, 1 pray thee, 
hold them in thy holy Rant. 


Second- day, 8th. We attended the ſelect meet 
ing, where I had ſome ſmall ſervice: and after viſit- 
ng about twenty families to take leave of them; [ 
felt clear of the city.— th - day, of iſt mo. we left 

Philadelphia, and croſſing the Delaware into Weſt- 
Jerſey, had a meeting at Newtown : it was a pain- 
ful and very low time for a ſeaſon, but ended to 2 
good degree of conſolation. Now having left Phi- 
ladelphia, I felt ſuch a flow of love and affection 
towards many there, as perhaps words are inadequate 
to the full expreſſion of, with living cries to the 
Lord to preſerve them, and bring them on the way 
rejoicing, in the footſteps of the flock of the faith- 
ful companions of Chriſt Jeſus —qth-day, 10th, 
we had a good meeting at Haddonheld, but cloſe 
and ſearching were we led in teſtimony, as Truth 
opened and enabled. Here divers bcloved Friends 
from Philadelphia came over and met us at this 
meeting.— I was truly glad to fee them. 
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_ Fifth-day 11th. We had a meeting at Moores- 
town, which Iam abundantly convinced would have 
been more eminently favoured, had not my impru- 
dence prevented; for I felt the arifings of life, and 
ſome freſh openings, but felt with all, that the 
ſpirits of the prophets were ſubject to the prophets, 
| - and that I could not get forward in my openings 
1 until ſome exerciſed mind or minds were relieved of 
bf their burthen ; and being too haſty, and fearing a 
{i backwardneſs would be given way to in ſome one 
| or other to the hurt of the meeting, I ſtood up and 
= expreſſed 
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expreſſed how it was'with me; as if, becauſe I clear- 
ly felt the danger, I muſt ſpeak of it: thus T hurt 
chk meeting myſelf. —Oh?! take heed when the ark 
joſtles, leſt, putting forth thy hand in thine own 
time, like Uzza, thou — death over thy own 
ſoul | Great was wy diſtreſs and humiliation ; but 
the Lord at length in mercy opened the way again, 
which had quite cloſed up on my unguarded mo- 
tion. Oh! his mercy endureth ' forever! how 
wonderful was his goodneſs to Iſrael, that even when 
Moſes provoked him at the rock, yet for their ſakes 
he cauſed the waters to guſh forth from the flinty 
rock at the ſmĩting thereof. This meeting ended 
to good ſatisfaftion, though marred by my own ac- 
tivity and folly. Lord, correct me in mercy; bring 


| down all in me that can move without a motion 


from thee ; and when thou haſt fully reduced me, 
then in judgment remember . mercy, that my ſoul 
may. praiſe thee for ever. Here [ parted, in en- 
deared affection, with Friends from Philadelphia, 
who now went homeward ; the reſt we parted with 
yeſterday. | 


Sixth-day 12th.— We had a meeting at Upper- 
Eveſham ; after ſome time of waiting, a little light 
ſprang up, Truth reigned, and we had a baptizing 
ſeaſon together.—7th day 13th, we had another at 
Lower. to pretty good ſatis faction. iſt- 
day 14th, we attended fore and afternoon meeting 
at Burlington, where, in the firlt, after a ſeaſon, 
ability was given me to ſound a very preſſing alarm 
to ſome among them, who I found were very much 
unaccuſtomed to the yoke of Chriſt ; which, toge- 
ther with a very open time wherein I largely cleared 
my mind in the afternoon, made me quite eaſy to 
leave the place, feeling clear of a burthen I had 
long had to feel at times reſpecting Burlington — 
Lord, rouſe ſome there from their beds of eaſe, and 
comfort the honeſt mourners among them. 
DOE | Second-day 


a perfect ſerenity, and had no doubt at all but way 
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-Second-day 15th.—We attended a meeting at 
Ancocas, appointed for our friend Thomas Colley, 
from Old-England. He and my companion W. 
Jackſon had good ſervice, Truth being in comfort- 
able dominion after a time of cloſe inward travail; 
but I fat eaſy in ſilence. After meeting, we re- 
turned to Burlington, and on 3 day the 16th, we 
rode to Stony-brook ; thence on 4th-day the 17th, 
to William Smith's near Rahway ; and Sth-day 
18th, were at Rahway monthly meeting; and be- 

ing under great ke of exerciſe in the meeting 
for worſhip, and way not opening to relieve my 
mind, I requeſted another meeting, which was con- 
cluded. to be held next day.—vth-day 19th, we at- 
tended the above-mentioned appointed meeting at 
the ſame place, were ſhut up until time in common 
for meeting to end, when feeling ſome ſmall open- 
neſs, I dropped ſome pretty cloſe hints. 


Seventh-day, z20th.— I mourned and left them 
with a heavy heart, intending for New- Vork, but 
often looked back at Rahway, and could not fee my 
way fo clear to go to New-York as I wiſhed ; but 
it being homeward, I rode forward to Elizabeth- 
Town Point, and there took boat for New-York ; 
but providence prevented us; for ſoon after we put 
off, the large cakes of ice, floating -with the tide, 
ſhut us in for four hours, that the boatmen were 
very apprehenſive the boat would be cruſhed to pie- 


des; and we periſh; but my mind was inward, and 


ftaid on God, in the hollow of whoſe eternal hand 
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and power I felt perfectly ſafe and eaſy: faith and 2 
confidence in him and in his never-failing providence iz 
were ſtrong and quite unſhaken. I had not the 


leaſt doubt but the winds, waves, and all the ele- 
ments, were entirely at his command ; and though 
the poor men kept crying out, the boat would be 


cut to pieces, and appeared in much anxiety, I felt 


would 
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would be opened through the ice, either forward or 
backward, as the Lord pleaſed; and I was 2 re- 
S figned to its being either way but at length, after 
long looking and ſeeing no way, a way was opened, 
and we landed on the ſame ſhore, and rode content= 
edly back to Rahway. | | 


Firſt-day, 21ſt. —We attended their fore and 
afternoon meetings. I had ſome openings. in the 
firſt, but feeling no command to ſpeak, the opening 
cloſed up, and 1 ſuffered among them in ſilence. 


Second-day, 22d We had a meeting on Staten- 
Iſland, (where only one man Friend and his family 
live) among other ſocieties : this meeting was on 
my companion W Jackſon's concern, and he had 
pretty good ſervice among them. I had only a few 
words. There is an ear in ſome there to hear the 
truth, and J hope, in ſome degree, hearts to obey 
it.—3d-day, 23d, we got to New-York, and qth- 
day, 24th, were at their midweek meeting: filent, 
gth-day, 25th, we went to the ſelect quarterl 
meeting at Weſtbury, where I was ſhut up, chough 
William had good ſervice.—öth-day, 26th, came 
on the quarterly meeting for worſhip and diſcipline, 
and adjournment of the ſelect meeting, in all which 
] felt no ſtrength to open my mouth. Dear Willi- 
am was in ſome degree favoured in ſupplication and 
teſtimony in the meeting for worſhip. —7th-day, 
27th, I being clear of theſe parts, and about to return 
immediately home, we had a precious parting oppor- 
tunity at Fry Willis's, wherein J had a few words 
in much tenderneſs to expreſs, and dear William 
was much tavoured in fervent ſupplication to the 
Lord for our preſervation and perſevering integrity 
to him, who firſt gathered our fouls to an acquain- 
tance with himſelf. The picfence of the Moſt 
High was livingly felt, and reigned vc; ., ro our 
unſpeakable joy and conſolation, for * inade- 

guate 
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quate to the full expreſfion of it !—magnified and 
adored for eyer be the Lord our God. 


Here I parted with my dear companion William 
Jackſon. I have had to mourn in this journey ovel 
the declenſion from primitive zeal, as alſo the great 
departure from that commendable plainneſs, &c, 
which mine eyes bave ſorrowfully beheld in ſome RX 
places, eſpecially in Philadelphia, and from thence 
too much ſpread in parts around them; yet the 
Lord hath a choſen remnant there may they ever 
love and live near him, and the others be brought 
home to the fold of reſt, and weaned from all their 
yanities. | rode this day, accompanied by Jacob Wil- 
lets, towards the eaſt end of Long-Iſland, and next 
day, being 1ſt-day 28th, we rode to Sterling, —and 
2d-day 29th, took boat, and landed in the non 4 
at Grotton in Connecticut, from hence, parting with 
Jacob, 1 rode to Abiel Gardiner's in Stonington, — 
zd-day 3oth, I reached Eaſt Greenwich, and 1ſt 
mo. 31ſt 1787, and 4th of the week, got well 
home ; and, to my joy aud great thankfulneſs of C 
heart to the Lord, found my dear wife and family 
in pretty good health, and much rejoiced to fee and 
receive me again; and I thought we were renewedly 
each others joy in the Lord. 

1 was out in this journey about fix months and 
ten days, and . by computation about two 
thouſand miles. | Y 


CHAP. Þ 
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CHAP. VIII. 


Trials and exerciſes he paſſe through. Exhorta- 
tions. A proſpect of viſiting the ſouthern ſtates. 
Preparatory exerciſes—proceeds in the vi/it. 
| 46 
FTER I pot home from Pennſylvania, I 
travelled through many heights and depths 


in my own mind, for about two years, and ſeemed 


to be the neareſt loſing all faith and hope in God, 
that I ever remembered to have experienced. Oh! 
none knows, but the Lord alone, the fulneſs of 
that bitterneſs of ſoul which I had to endure! it 
was beyond all trials I ever had known, and through 
which I did not always abide ſufficiently on the 
watch-tower, in ſtrict patience, reſignation, and con- 
fidence in him, who never yet has failed me when 
[ have rightly truſted in him; but when I have 
thrown aſide my ſhield, and loſt fight of my ar- 
mour ; Oh, my foul, thou only art fully ſenſible of 
the darkneſs and deſolation into which thou haſt 
been plunged ! — but magnitied over all for ever 
be the great name of the Lord! he did not leave 
me, nor forſake me ; but after pouring out into my 
cup large draughts of wormwood mingled with 
gall, was graciouſly pleaſed (having thus reduced 
my ſoul, for the preſent at leaſt, to perfect reſigna- 
tion) to lift up the light of his countenance upon 
me, in a marvellous and heart conſolating manner. 
Oh, thou traveller Sion-ward, whenever thou art 
tried with a deep and inward ſenſe of God's pre- 
ſence being withdrawn from thee, have a care, yea, 


A reverential care on thy ſpirit, that thou caſt not 


away thy ſhield. It is indeed a great thing to keep 
the faith at ſuch ſeaſons. Paul kept it, and had to 
rejoice in it near his final, ſolemn cloſe— + I have 

P © fought 


j 2 Tim, iv. 3. 
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© fought a good fight—I have kept the faith ;* but 
had he not kept the faith, he could not have fought 
the good fight, for it is only in the faith, that any of 
our exerciſcs can pleaſe God or benefit our own ſouls, 
or others—all the willings, runnings, and actings out 
of the true and living faith, do but run us further from 
that ſtate wherein alone our true happineſs and ad- 
vancement conſiſts ; that ſtate wherein *God is all in 
all'—and this ſtate we muſt come to, ſooner or later, 
or we can never know the fulneſs of the true'chriſtian 
life.— Have a conſtant watchful care, Oh exerciſed 
Rs, that thou ſeek not for eaſe before the 


rd's time—endure the turnings of his hand upon 
thee; and if the enemy of thy ſou! preſent any 
outward delight or gratification, of whatever kind; 


ſee that thou embrace not his temptations, however 


pleaſing, or artfully preſented and inſinuated—the 


very Hing of death is in it, if thou yield unto it; 
ad although thou — kink for thy trial and prov- 
ing, be left almoſt deſtitute of all ſenſe of good, 
and have ſcarce a grain of faith remaining; yet 
though in this extremely depreſſed ſituation, thou 
mayeſt be ready to believe it will be of little or no 
advantage to ſtrive any longer againſt fin; ready to 
ſay it is all in vain, and perhaps ready to conclude 


in a dark moment, it will be no evil for thee to I 
give way, to take a degree of delight in forbidden 
things; yet I warn thee, in the fear and dread of 


the living God, touch not with the temptations of 3 
the ſeducer of ſouls. Flee, flee for thy life! flee 


from fin as from a ſerpent : if thou tampereſt with 


it, though thou meaneſt not to yield, thou art in 
imminent danger; and if thou liſteneſt, thou may- 
eſt, contrary to thy intentions, go near to the bor- 


ders of deſtruction; and if thou ſhouldſt unhap- | 


pily yield and ſurrender, oy peace with God would | 
be broken, and every evil thing that thus gets in by 


conſent, muſt (if ever thou knoweſt thy peace | 
| again 
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again reſtored) be caſt out, by thy ſuffering inex- 
preſſibly more than all the delight or enjoyment 
which ſuch a falſe gratification can poſſibly bring 
with it—O, therefore, ſtand firm, keep on the 
watch-tower, reſiſt unto blood, ſtriving againſt fin, 
and that in the faith, true and living Aich, for it is 
that which gives the victory; and though it ſeems 
almoſt gone, or appears as fmall as a grain of muſ- 
tard-ſeed, yet if thou caſt not away thy confidence, 
but art rightly engaged to keep the faith, it will 
enable thee to * fight the good fight, and to ſay to 
theſe mountains, of oppoſition, temptation, and be- 
ſetment, be * removed and caſt into the ſea, and it 
ſhall be done.“ Remember Him who endured all 
Satan's allurements and temptations; who though 
he even faſted forty days in the wilderneſs, a ſtate 
of deſolation and trial, yet he ſtood firm—he at- 
nothing ; he yielded not to any of the enemy's pro- 
poſals, but bravely repulfed him in them all. 
Sing, O ye heavens !—he overcame and led captivi- 
ty captive. And after this dreadful conflict was 
over, the holy angels miniſtered unto him. So it 
is, has been, and will be, with all his, as they 
ſtand firm in the faith and 'patience of the ſaints; 
eating nothing, taking in nothing of the enemy's 
alluring preſentations. God's grace ever was, and 
ever will be ſufficient for all thets, under every trial, 
temptation, and beſetment. Let Satan rage, let his 
meſſenger, the thorn in the fleſh (however operat- 
ing—in what way or thing ſoever 1aſfinuating) do 
its worſt; if the foul keeps on its armour, and 
dwells in the patient watch and warfare, the victor 

is certain, the holy promiſe cannot fail. * va 
thou haſt kept the word of my patience, I alſo 
* will keep thee from the hour of temptation, that 
* ſhall come upon all the world, to try them 
* that dwell upon the earth'—this is thy hour of 
traal—the very hour and power of darkneſs—but 


* ſtand 


* Mat, xxi. 21. 
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* ſtand fill and ſee the ſalvation of the Lord: let 


not in the temptation—give not way to carnal rea. 
ſonings, or conſulations with fleſh and blood; and, 
however ſevere the combat, thou wilt indeed 55 
kept, and God will bruiſe Satan under thee, yea 
bruiſe his very head, and make thee more than a 
conqueror. The angel of his holy preſence will 
indeed miniſter unto thee—thou ſhalt be greatly 
ſtrengthened, and verily thou ſhalt be fed, and that 
with food convenient for thee, Thy joy ſhall be 
full, and no man, nay, nor evil ſpirit, ſhall be able 
to take it from thee, or to pluck thee out of thy 
* heavenly Father's hand.“ T O, the cer | 

conſolation, and fulneſs of divine confirmation, 
which my poor ſoul Has received after ſeaſons of al. 

moſt inexpreſible conflict and beſetment, when I 
have abode in the true patience, kept the faith, and 
fo fought the good fight! Eye hath not ſeen in- 

deed, nor ear heard, nor the beart conceived, while 
in a natural ſtate, the joy and conſolation which 
God pours into the ſouls which love him, and 
through all tribulations, keep the word of his pa- 
tience. O, there is abundant encouragement to 
ſtand firm through all; yea even to rel through 
every crowd of temptation, to touch that which has 
the an ſaving, and preſerving virtue in jit.— 
Trials thou wilt have, this hour of temptation will 
indeed come upon all the world: none ever were 
exempt from a ſeaſon or ſeaſons of probation and 
conflict and it is in order to try them that dwel! 
upon the earth.” | 


O my God, thou haſt done much for my foul 
—thou haſt redeemed me through judgment, and 
brought me forth to ſee the light rejoicing—be 
pleaſed, if it be thy holy will, {till to carry on thy 
work in me, until all that is offenſive to the Parity 
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of thy holineſs be conſurged—until my will becomes 
wholly 'conformable 18 "thy will, eyes fo,” amen! 


7788. Having thus paſſed through ſome very 
trying ſeaſons, the Lord was leaſed to lay it upon 
me to make a viſit "to Friends and others in the 
ſouthern ſtates, to ſympathize with the ſuffering 
ſeed, and endeavour, as ability might be given, to 
W ir up the pute mind in m. fellow men, by per- 
ſuading them to ſeek an increafing acquaintance 
with God, the only ſource of all fure conſolation. 
This brought me under cloſe trial, and at times I 
had many Teaſonings' and diſcouraging conſidera- 
tions, with fears about a ſubſiſtence for my family; 


Ss © * 
1 


3 | for although I could ever ſay in that reſpect, as well 


as in ſpiritual things, hitherto the Lord hath help- 
ed us,“ yet it often looked almoſt impoſſible to 
me that they ſhould be in any comfortable degree 
provided for, if I gave up to be ſo much from home 
and out of buſineſs; but the holy injunction was 
fo often, ſo clearly repeated, that I durſt not refuſe 
obedience to it. So after many and various con- 
flicts, my ſoul bowed before him in a view of his 
omnipotence, omniſcience, and unbounded good- 

neſs, I was enabled to give up, and caſting my care 

upon him, in regard both to temporals and fpiritu- 
als, I ſaid in my heart, here am I, ſend me;'+ 

fend me, O holy Father, wherever thou pleaſeſt, 

I refuſe not to follow thee into any. corner of the 

earth—only do thou but go with me and ſupport 

me. My life, my ſtrength, and the * of my 
days, I devote to thy ſervice—my family I reſign to 
thy holy care and keeping—to thee I dedicate them. 
O, may thou watch over and preſerve them! 


At this ſurrender of all things, I felt the light of 
heaven to fill my ſoul ; it ſhined in me and round 
about me, above the brightneſs of the ſun indeed, 

P 3 and 


®* Sam. vii. 12. + Tfai, vi, 8. 
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and opened my ptoſpedts into diſtant nations, with 
ſome belief that the Lord was opening a latge- field | 


plied to the preparative meeting at Providence, in 
order that my concern might get regularly forward 
to the monthly meeting for a certificate. And hav- 
ing obtained a certificate of the concurrence of 
the monthly meeting, it was carried to the quarterly 
meeting in the firſt month 1789; and there the 
Lord was pleaſed to fill my foul with ſtrength, and 
gave utterance to my weight of exerciſe and con- 
cern, to the greatly tendering of my own heart, and 
the hearts of my brethren and fiſters. I opened it 
both in the men's and women's meeting—and re- 
ceived a certificate of their concurrence with my 
concern ; their near ſympathy with me under the 
exerciſe attending it, and their prayers for my pre- 
ſervation —— every baptiſm and trial that I 
right meet with. Being thus furniſhed, and having 
early had a proſpect of being at Philadelphia at the 
time of the general ſpring meeting of miniſters and 
elders, to be ele there in the third month 178, and 
{Mill feeling bound to endeavour to be at that meet- 
ing, I got ready, and my friend Daniel Aldrich hav- 
ing found a concern upon his mind to accompany 
me, and obtained a certificate of the concurrence of 
his friends, we ſet forward on the journey the ninth 
ef the third month 1789, having taken an affec- 
tionate and heart-tendering farewell of my __ 

: WO - : wite 


of labour for me in foreign countries, to be entered 8 
into in his own due ſeaſon. I ſaid, good is thy c 
will, O Lord |—diſpoſe of me, thy unworthy ſer- p 
vant, as thou pleaſeſt. n 
F T0 SE AESD US | ' O 

So at a ſuitable ſeaſon I opened my concern re- n 
ſpecting a viſit to the ſouthward, in. a ſelect meeting Ne 
of miniſters and elders, who expreſſed a good degree x 
ef unity and clearneſs. After this, believing it beſt ! 
to remove my family to my old home at North- Bw 
Providence, and having done it accordingly, I ap- 
( 
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wife and family, recommending them to the Lord, 
for preſervation, conſolation, and ſupport, in full 
confidence that he would not fail them if their truſt 
continued firmly in him. e rode ſeveral days, 
paſſing through the ſtate of Connecticut, without 
meeting with any of our brethren, except a few in 
one place, after parting with my dear fatherrin- law. 
my beloved brother-in-law, Joſeph Anthony, and 
our kind young friend Obadiah Brown, who rode 
part of the firſt day with us, We wet with very 
kind treatment among the Preſbyterians in Con- 
necticut; and I had to believe, from the ſtate of 
mind which many of them appeared to be in, and 
from the impreſſion which I had among them, that 
a time would yet come when the bleſſed Truth 
would have a,much freer entrance, operation, and 
acknowledgment, among that 'people, than, has yet 
been evident—may the * baſten his great work 
in the earth; and when and fo far as he pleaſeth, 
* take unto him his great power and reign” through- 
out the kingdoms of men. We got to New-York 
on 7th day, the 14th of the month, and ſaid their 
fore and aſternopn meetings on firſt- day, but were 
quite ſhut up therein. Next day went to Rahwa 
in New- Jerſey, and ſo on to Philadelphia, where 
we arrived on Sth-day the 20th at evening, having 
attended a little meeting by the way at Bordentown 
in Jerſey, and alſo the quarterly meeting at Haddon- 
field. Here the Lord 2 us with his preſence, 
and opened our way to conſiderable ſervice. 


-th-day 21ſt—Began the general ſpring meeting 
of p wk ar? Fo and elders i, Philadelphis Frucß 
mercifully owned our ſolemnity, and wonderfully 
favoured in the ſeveral fittings of the ſelect meeting 
—the ſeveral meetings for publick worſhip—as alſo 
in the three monthly meetings in the city, which. 
came on in courſe after the general meeting con- 


cluded, 
We 


I — —- 
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Me left Philadelphia on õth-day the 25th, and 
were” next day at a ſelect ineeting at Wilmington, 
and on 1ſt and 24 days, at their general meeting 
for worſhip there, where Truth gave us the victor 
and afforded __ to exalt the precious teſtimony 
thereof, though through deep ſufferings in ſpirit. 
After this we had meetings at Chriſtiana- Bridge, 
and the Head of Elk, among people moſtly not of 
our ſociety. But ohe felt a ſtrong oppoſition 
in ſomę at the laſt place, yet Truth Fus che vic- 
tory at both of theſe meetings, the laff being emi- 
nently owned by the overſhadowing of divine life, 
in the power and demonflration whereof the everJaſt- 
ing goſpel was preached among them may it faſten 
as a nail in a ſure place. OT 

4th mo. 2d, Foun 5th day of the week, we tried 
to get to the monthly meeting at Deer Creek, but 
could not get over the river Suſquehanna until too 
late to reach meeting ſeaſonably; but we found we 


had a ſervice among ſeveral young Friends near the 


river. After we had cleared our minds to them, 


the way ſoon opened for us to croſs the river: fo we 
had a meeting next day at Deer Creek, in which I 
was quite cloſed up. = 7 4 Fey 

7th, iſt and ad days—We had meetings at the 
Fawn, Buſh River, and Little Falls.—-3d, 4th, and 
cth, we were at Gunpowder, Patapſco Foreſt, and 
Baltimore: moſtly ſhut up, We ſtaid at Baltimore 


until after their two meetings on firſt-day ; were 


mut up, 3 favoured with faith and patience.— On 
24-day, the 14th, we had a meeting at Elk Ridge; 
were {hyt up, except the expreſſion of a few words. 
4th-day we were at their preparative meeting at 
Sandy-fpring, a bleſſed and highly favoured time— 
very open ; divers attended the meeting for worſhip 
who were not of our ſociety. Truth's doctrines 
fowed freely and largely among them, I traſt bake 
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good degree of the evidence and demonſtration 
of the Spirit. RT th 


Fifth-day, we attended a preparative meeting at 
Indian-Spring, and a ſelect meeting after it; both 
exerciſing, though we got a little relief, through at- 
tention to that which enabled to labour honeſtly as 
ability was aftorded. . 

Sixth-day, 19th. —Were at their monthly meet- 
ing there, before which, in the morning, we were 
at the adjournment of their ſelect meeting: it was 
indeed a day not to be forgotten, I truſt by us, nor 
by many of them who were preſent. In the ſelet 
meeting truth very unexpectedly opened ſome im- 
portant and inſtrutive (though to the natural man 
ham doctrines clearly to the underftanding 
of my mind; and the power of the word of life ac- 
companying, I opened them, fo far as required, to 
the meeting, to-the great relief of my own mind. 
The meeting for publick worſhip was eminently 
owned by the overſhadowings of divine love, under 
which covering, utterance was largely given, and 
the doQtrines of the goſpel were opened and pro- 
mulgated this day, to the reaching and tendering 
many minds, if not moſt preſent—the doctrine of 
God's free and univerſal grace, and its entire ſuffi- 
ciency for the falvation * all, being eſpecially illuſ- 
trated, and at the ſame time that the work of ſalva- 
tion goes no further forward in us than we yield to, 
join in, and co-operate with this bleſſed principle. 


In the meeting for church diſcipline; we had large 
opportunity in the freſh extendings of goſpel love, 
to clear our minds to both brethren and ers, both 
parents and children, on divers important branches 
of our religious teſtimony. Our ſouls were comfort- 
ed, and the living among them rejoiced with us. 
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Things are low in this land; but yet we were wit. 
neſſes that a remnant are on the right foundation, 
and engaged to promote the right thing ; and we had 
a hope that the number would increaſe, and that a 
revival might take place in theſe parts. 


Seventh-day, we rode to a place called the Clifts, 
This night, as I lay awake in bed, I was almoſt 
overcome with the freſh extendings of the love and 
goodneſs of God to my foul, and ſeemed ſwallowed 
up in the inſhinings of his luminous and glorious 
preſence. In this almoſt extatic enjoyment, my 
foul} bowed in awfulneſs and reverence before him, 
and the whole man was renewedly offered up to bis 
ſervice, to be diſpoſed of as he pleaſed : and after 
thus continuing for ſome time, ſubjectly given up 
to his holy will, witneffing his glory to reſt upon 
me as a royal diadem, and receiving ſome ſweet i 
manifeſtations or confirmations of his fatherly care 
having been day and night extended to and over me 
from my youth, for my preſervation and advance- i 
ment in the way of life and ſalvation, it pleaſed his 
infinite, majeſty to condeſcend once more (as at ſome 
few gracious, ſolemn, and peculiar ſeaſons in the 
RAR, 5 my pilgrimage before) as it were to ſet open 
the windows of heaven, and ſpread before the view 
of my mind the excellency and glory thereof; and i 
(which above all rejoiced my ſoul) he alſo ſet open 
the arms of his mercy ; ſhewing me and giving me 
feelingly to know, that although, at many times in 
the courſe of my life, I had not ſo kept under a 
ſenſe of his preſerving influence as to ſhun the ſnares 
of the eneiny, but had ſometimes been entangled in 
them, yet there was nothing retained againſt me, 
but that all was freely remitted and waſhed away in 
the blood of the Lamb; and that if 1 henceforth | 
ſtood firm in obedience to him, and in the promo- | 
tion of his cauſe, as ability was given, 1 ſhould | 
reign with him in glory, world without yo ; | 

oun 
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found myſelf clothed inwardly as it were with white 
linen! 1 ſaw that my garments had in days paſt 
been much defiled, but were now waſhed and made 
clean. I ſaw that I had indeed come thus far 
through great tribulation,” and that, had I not ſub- 
mitted thereto, I muſt have remained filthy ſtill.” 
My very ſoul bowed in deepeſt proſtration before 
the throne of God—my cry aſcended for future 
preſervation—and I vowed continued obedience, 
through his help, to the end of my ſtay here in this 
vale of tears. My heart was lifted up in ſongs of 
praiſe for the wonders of. his love to me-ward ; and 
I had to contemplate and adore the unmerited kind- 
neſs and goodneſs of his gracious dealings with me. 
I could ſay he had plucked my feet out of the 
mire and clay, and ſet them upon a rock, in good 
degree eſtabliſhed my goings, and put a © new ſong 
in my. mouth, even praiſes to my God.” O Lord, 
hold me faſt for ever—keep my ſoul alive to the 
end—make of me, and do with me what and as 
thou pleaſeſt I am thine ; this is my rejoicing : I 
wiſh ever to remain thine; and if ever my own 
will, my own corrupt inclinations, preſume to rend 
me from thee, O, my gracious F: ather, be thou 
pleaſed to interpoſe, and to lift a ſtandard againſt all 
that may rife up againſt me for evil. —1 dare not de- 
pend on my own ſtrength or reſolutions, but muſt 
look unto thee to ſtrengthen me in weakneſs, and 
to make effectual my ſtrivings, wreſtlings, and reſo- 
lutions againſt ſin. I commit myſelf wholly to thy 
care and keeping—be thou my light and my leader, 
and hold me in thy holy hand for ever. Amen. 


Next day we had a glotious meeting at this place 
at Friends meeting-houſe, but moſtly among ſuch 
as were not of our ſociety, many of them called Me- 
thodiſts, a people that abound in this land, and ſome 
of their hearts have been touched with a live coal 
from the holy altar; but they ſeem very unſettled, 


many 
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many having hurried forward into much religious 
activity, being very noiſy, talkative, and almoſt, 
if not quite ranting ; yet I hope ſome of them will 
come to a ſettlement in the truth; but expect man 

will run quite out, and finally ſhake off their reli. 
gious exerciſe, this being the natural conſequence 
of making haſte into religious performances with- 
out the pure leadings of truth therein. My heart 
and mouth were largely opened among them in this 
and divers other meetings—and this 5 in a ſpe- 
cial manner, the ſtreams of life flowed plentifully 
and ſweetly, to my great ſatisfaction and comfort, 
and to the refreſhment of many minds—glory to 
God, who hath hitherto helped us! we can do 
nothing without his help, but can do all things re- 


quired of us, through his ſtrengthening influence 
in and upon us. 


24, and 3d days of the week. We had pre- 
cious meetings at Herring-Creek and Buſh-River, 
moſtly among other people, as Methodiſts, &c. 
though at Friends meeting-hquſes; for Friends 
at theſe places are few in number; there uſed 
to be many valuable Friends belonging to theſe 
meetings. We were very clear in our judgment, 
that Friends, having kept ſuck numbers of ſlaves, 
did much contribute to the ruin of their poſterity: 
for the poor negroes were put to do nearly all the 
work, while the children of Friends were brought 
up in * pride, fulneſs of bread, and abundance 
* of idleneſs,'* riding about for pleaſure, living at 
eaſe and in fulneſs : this was productive of many 
evils, and opened a wide door for unprofitable and 
pernicious intimacy with hurtful company, until, 
alas, the youth in ſome particular places are alinoſt 
all departed from the way of truth, and an almoſt 
total deſolation reigns in ſome places in this land. 
Oh the miſchiefs of idleneſs and oppreſſion may 
it 
* Ezekicl. xvi. 49. | 
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it be the ſpecial care of all religious people ſtrictly ts 
bring up their children to ſome honeſt, induſtrious, 
and uſeful employment: I believe Truth requires 
it; that a bleſſing attends it; and that much evil is 
prevented by it. My ſpirit deeply mourns over the 
ſorrowful and dangerous ſituation of ſuch who have, 
as they ſay, nothing to do'—believing they will 
almoſt certainly ſoon learn to do evil.“ 


Next day, my companion being unwell, we kept 
houſe; and the day following rode near half the 
day towards Alexandria, where we ſtaid until firſt- 
day the 26th, and were at the fore and afternoon 
meetings; to both which came many of the town's 
people, Methodiſts, Baptiſts, Preſbyterians, 8c. and 
the Lord was graciouſly pleaſed to give us a good 
time in both meetings, eſpecially the laſt, wherein 
Truth reigned over all—blefſed be the name ot the 
Lord. This was the firſt place we were at meeting 
in Virginia —Next day we rode forty-five miles to 
Stafford, and had a very dull meeting there the day 
following ; -1t was filent, except a few words at the 
cloſe, which I felt eaſy to drop with my hat on, in- 
forming that the life was fo low, and the ſprings fo 
{hut up, that I had not dared to attempt any thin 
under pretence cf preaching the goſpel ; but that 
felt a particular freedom to mention ſomething that 
had tarned in my mind to thoſe not of our ſociety : 
I told them, a miniſter of the goſpel had nothing of 
his awn to offer to the people; his whole dependance 
is on Chriſt; he muſt ſpeak as the oracle of God, 
and only in the ability that God giveth ; therefore 
is under an abſolute neceſſity to keep filence, unleſs 
immediately commiſſioned and abilitated from God-- 
that, for their ſakes, through the flowings of the love 
which J felt to them, 1 had rather defired as a crea- 
ture, that the way might be opened for communica- 
tion; but that I found a flow of love and good-will 
was not a ſufficient qualification to preach the goſ- 


pel— 
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pel—mentioning that Saul's forcing himſelf and 
offering, through a fear that the people would be 
cattered abroad, diſpleaſed the Lord, and Samuel 


his prophet—that, therefore, I had not dared to at. 


tempt to preach the goſpel among them, knowing 
who it was that ſaid, ſuch as kindle a fire and warm 
themſelves by the ſparks of their own kindling, ſhall 
lie down in ſorrow. 


I beloved companion having been unwell more | 
or leſs moſt of the time for ſeveral weeks, now grew 
worſe, ſo that we were under the neceflity to tarry 


here at the houſe of our friend Robert Painter ſeveral | 
days; during which time my ſaid companion came 
to a concluſion to leave me and return homeward, 


as he and I both very much doubted his being able 
to go through the journey. This was indeed a trial 
to me in my deeply exerciſed ſtate of mind, and 

ladly could I have turned with him, but could 
iind no peace of mind in looking that way. So on 
6th day the iſt of the 5th month, he being a little 


mended, and feeling eaſy in his mind to go home- 


ward, and I not daring to urge him forward, we 
parted in much brotherly nearneſs and affetion, 
having travelled together in true goſpel love and 
harmony—he with a pilot, or rather a guide, going 


for Alexandria, and I with another, rode to a place 


in Culpepper called Southland meeting, croffing 
the river Rapahannock in our way. This was 
indeed a day of deep anguiſh to my ſoul; I felt 
unuſually diſconſolate, and could not refrain from 


almoſt exceſſive weeping : my heart ſeemed ready 


to break, for I was not only left in a ſtrange land, 
almoſt without a ſympathizing friend, but was in- 
wardly very much ſtripped; yet I was favoured to 
be in a good degree reſigned under all, and my cry 
was fervently to the God of all conſolation, that he 
would keep me ſteadfaſtly given up to do and ſuffer | 
whatever he in wiſdom ſaw beſt for me. 1 a 

| ext | 
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Next day had a ſilent meeting here, except a few 
words of information after meeting broke up, or 
as we parted. The day following, being the firſt of 
the week and 3d of the gth month, I was at Caro- 
line meeting, ſilent here alſo, and more painful and 
diſtreſſing than any I had been at in this journey 
before. I remembered the account of Chriſt's a- 
gony, his ſweating as it were drops of blood, and 
crying out to his heavenly Father, My God, my 
God, why haſt thou forſaken me !'+ I ſaw the 
propriety of his 7 through this trying ſcene: 
and I believed it neceflary for me to go through 
that proportion of ſufferings aſſigned me: and 
though he paſſed through Is for our ſakes, he being 
experimentally touched with a feeling of our in- 
= firmities and ſufferings—not but that his Omni- 
AF ſcience as God could ſee and behold it all without 
feeling it in a body of fleſh; but as the brethren 
were partakers of fleſh and blood, he willingly took 
part of the ſame, and in all the ſufferings incident 
to the brethren in this life, and therein to ſet us an 
example of faith, patience, and perſeverance through 
all; and that he might both feel and manifeſt this 
reſignation in the moſt conſpicuous manner poſſi- 
ble, he was fo far ſtripped as to feel as if he was for- 
ſaken; yet even in this extremity, though as man, 
he was ready to wiſh the cup to paſs from him, yet 
he centered in not my will, but thine be done. ' 
I faw that there was no way for me to get rightly 
along, but through the like ſubmiſſion: and this 
afternoon every painful impreſſion was removed, and 
the light of life ſhined into my ſoul with unclouded 
clearneſs; I was ſet at liberty, and judgment was 
indeed brought forth unto victory. 


Second-day, 4th. Had a meeting at Cedar Creek 
not painful, nor yet had I much enjoyment; 
but was quite ſhut up as to words in the miniſtry ; 


15 yet 
+ Matt, xxvii. 46. f Luke xxii. 42. 


| 
| 
| 


attention, in lowlineſs and deliberation, to a ſmall 


it was dull; yet I did near the cloſe ſay ſomething 
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yet had an engagement to inform the people, at the 
concluſion of the meeting, of the ſorrow I often 
had felt, on account of the groſs darkneſs which yet 
prevails in regard to what is called preaching the 
goſpel, many engaging therein without divine au- 
thority and influence, who confequently cann 
profit the people. , 


Third-day, 5th. Had a meeting at Genito, and 
ene next day at Richmond, among people moſtly nat 
ef our ſociety; theſe were both bleſſed meetings, 


— 


* I my "= 1 6 . 
F 


* 
20 


Truth's doctrines were largely opened to my 
relief, and I truſt to the refreſhment of di. 
vers others, Sth-day, th, had a meeting at the 
ſwamp, and one next day at Black-Creek, another 
the day following at Curles—all dull and almoſt life. 
leſs; yet I laboured a little in the miniſtry in all of 
them, in a low depreſſed manner, and in the lai, 
though dull in the fore part, yet through an honeſt 


motion, I found much relief. Bleſſed be the Lori 
who kept me humble, and careful in utterance, M 
For I am well ſatisfied, that if I had preſumed with 
ſo ſmall a motion to have riſen into much ſtrength 3 
ef utterance haſtily, I ſhould have dried up that 
little ſpring of life which I felt, and fo run into a 3 
flow of words, to my own ſorrow in the end, and 
to the preventing that benefit which I hope ſome 
received. And here I have ſeen that many, who 
have a real gift in the miniſtry, do ſometimes great- 
ly hurt themſelves, their ſervices, and the people, for 
not lying low enough, nor taking care enough, to 3 
find the ſafe ſtepping ſtones, from ſtep to ſtep, they 
run out of the little, though lively gift, into an haſty E 
elevation of words; not indeed without very conſi- 5 


derable degree of warmth and animation. 


val 


Firſt-day, 10th. I was at Wayne-Oak meeting, | 
by way of miniſtry, which afforded me a little re- 
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lief. I was hereby renewedly aſſured that the goſpel 
cannot be preached, but when the Lord opens the 
real ſpring of life in the preacher. I rode after this 
meeting ten miles towards another meeting-place, 
expeCting to go on thither next day in order for a 
meeting; but my way ſeemed fo ſhut up next 
morning, that I durſt not proceed; and withal was 
almoſt too much unwell to continue riding ; yet 
had the way been open, I believe I ſhould have 

one forward ; but believing it unſafe, both for my- 
ſelf and Friends, to appoint meetings without a ſenſe 
of Truth's direction and aſſiſtance, I returned to 
my friend John Crew's at Wayne-Oak. 


On ſecond-day I was reduced to a very deſtitute 
condition, wherein all my former experience ſeemed. 
to afford little or no fatisfaftion. This ſeaſon of 
ſtripping had been coming upon me for ſeveral days, 
and continued for ſome time after. But I have net 
the leaſt expectation of being able, by words or wri- 
ting, ever to convey a clear and adequate idea of the 


darkness, deſolation, and diſtreſs, attending this diſ- 


penſation, to any who have not in degree experienc- 
ed it: thole who have may, if they ſhould read 
theſe lines when | am in another ſtate of exiſtence, 
feel a lively ſenſibility hereof—feel as one a little 
before them has felt, deeply abaſed, exerciſed, and 
heavy laden ; like to what their poor fouls may have 
yet for a ſeaſon at times to groan underand if it 
pleaſe God to bleſs this preſent relation to the bene- 
fit of any of his drooping children, I grudge not my 
having paſſed through the fore conflict, nor my 
_=m_ in preſerving theſe memoirs of my exerciſed 
life. 


Th rd-day 12th—I attended the week - day meet- 
ing of Friends here at Wayne-Oak as it came in 
courſe—it was very ſmall—I was much ſtripped, 
nor had 1 ability te ſay any thing in the meeting 

3 until 
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until near the cloſe of it, feeling to myſelf one of 
the moſt unworthy creatures; yet after all this 1 
was made to rejoice, and for this very abaſement and 
reduCtion of mind ; and this rejoicing increaſed un- 
til I bad to expreſs a little of it in the meeting, 
much to the tendering a few broken-hearted frien 


preſent, though I could not riſe into more life than 


juſt in weakneſs to utter a few expreſſions; yet 
therewith felt eaſy ; but concluded, as I had the 
day before, that if way did not open with more 
clearneſs for the continuance of my journey after 
the yearly meeting, then ſoon coming on at this 
place, I might return home; fully believing that 
he who called me forth into his ſervice in this land, 
would open the way with clearneſs to proceed ſo 
far as his will was for me to go; and that as he 
would not withhold the neceſſary openings, I might 
ſafely, after waiting a proper time without obtaining 
any manifeſtations to the contrary, return to my 
family; yet remained given up to go forward if he 
ſhould open the way for it. | 


Fifth-day 14th, in ſilence and inward poverty [I at- 2 


tended the ſelect quarterly meeting of miniſters and 


elders at W hite-oak Swamp, and next day the pub- 2 


lick quarterly meeting here; out of weakneſs I was 


made ſtrong, and many with my own ſoul rejoiced 
in the | 299% lr 4g 6 16th, began the ſelect yearly 
meeting, and this day was held the meeting for ſuf. 1 
ferings alſo. Next day two large meetings for wor- 
ſhip, and one the day following; then the church 
diſcipline in the afternoon, and by adjournments 
until 4th-day the 20th. The meetings for worſhip 
were livingly favoured times; thoſe for diſcipline, 
for want of deep dwelling in the life, and more en- 
ement for good order, were not fo lively, yet 
ruth owned the faithful labours of a remnant, 
and life ſprang up at times to their refreſhment. 
The meeting for ſufferings was alſo favoured : it 


appeared 


appeared that the members thereof had been, and 
with ſome ſucceſs, engaged in ſupport of the rights 
of the injured Africans, at which my ſoul rejoiced ; 
for many of them groan in cruel bondage in this 
land. But I believe the Lord will more and more 
ariſe for their deliverance, and work their emanci- 
pation ; and that __- judgments poured out 
upon their oppreſſors, if the hard hearts of thoſe 
who make them groan are not ſoftened by milder 
means. I uſed among Friends here, a plain, ho- 
neſt, goſpel freedom, which gave me great relief, 
and tendered many of their hearts. So after ſup- 
plication and thankſgiving to God, this yearly meet- 
ing concluded, under a freſh ſenſe of his divine 
goodneſs. | 


Fifth-day 21ſt—Had a meeting here with the 
negroes, and though filent myſelf, yet my dear 
friend John Lloyd, from Pennſylvania, h 
ſervice therein, Next day we had a meeting at 
Tyrees, wherein I was cloſed up, but my friend 
had a pretty open time.—)th-day 23d, was at Ske- 
mins ; and firſt-day 24th, we had a ſmall meeting 
at Williamſburgh, a town where no Friends live. 
I had little to ſay in theſe meetings. It is to the 
poor the goſpel is preached—even Jeſus did not 
many mighty works in ſome places-becaufe of their 
unbelief. It remains true to this day, that unbelief 
and hardneſs.of heart ſhuts out the goſpel, or pre- 
vents a free entrance thereof among ſuch as have 
not a ſenſe of their own neceſſities, but think them- 
ſelves rich, full, and to have need of nothing 
for the word preached cannot profit unleſs it be 
mixed with faith in them that hear it. No won- 
der therefore that thoſe who run when. the Lord 
hath not ſent them, and continue preaching to the 
people without feeling, or evidently finding a door 
of entrance into their hearts, do not profit them by 
all their long, laborious, and creaturely exerciſes 


among 


168 JOURNAL OF 


among them—for nothing gathers to God but 
what proceeds from him. pF be nete 


On ſecond-day the 25th, we had a N among 
the methodiſts at New-Kent. J. L. had a little 
teſtimony among them; I was quite ſhut up; yet 
after meeting broke vp I endeavoured to impreſs 
them with a ſenſe of the utter uſeleſſneſs of all 
preaching, however much it may warm and move 
upon the paſſions, except that which is from a real 
ſpring of divine life in the ſpeaker,——-3d-day 26th 
went to Wayne- Oak, and 5th-day 28th. I attended 
Curles meeting; it ſeemed almoſt without light or 
life until the latter part, when a gleam of true light 
appeared; by keeping to which, though in great 
weakneſs, victory was obtained, and the meeting 
ended to comfort and rejoicing—though we found 
it for a long time almoſt impoſſible to ſing a ſong 
of Sion in a land where the harp was hung on the 
willow! for it was truly mournful to ſee the city 
{it ſolitary that was full of people.“ Truth had 
once proſpered, but now the poſterity of faithful 
friends were nearly all carried away captive— but a 
little gleam of hope aroſe in my mind that there 
would be a revival in this place. 8 1 


My way opening with more clearneſs, I got 
along with much ſatisfaction and fulneſs of divine 
joy, having divers large and bleſſed meetings one 

at a Friend's houſe a few miles from Peterſburgh, 
over James River, one at Gravelly-Run, one at 
Burleigh, and another at Seacock. After that at 
Burleigh, we had a good watering time in the even- 
ing, at a Friend's houſe, among black people, and 
ſome others, beſides a few Friends. Truth reigned 
over all in this bleſſed meeting the poor negroes 
bleſſing God in accents beſpeaking heart- felt reve- 
rence, and deep thankfulneſs of ſoul, for this fa- 


| : youred 
* Lam. i. 1. 
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voured ſeaſon ; one of them in particular, ſaying, 
O may I ever bleſs and praiſe my great God, for 
the great good he has this evening done my ſoul ! 
for the ſweet, precious love that I have felt—l 
never felt ſuch heavenly love before - bleſſed for 
ever be the great God my heart was much af- 
fected at the 2 ſenſibility which this, and ſeve- 
ral more of the poor blacks diſcovered, in their way, 
of returning thanks to God, both in the evening, 
and again next morning; for they ſeemed full of 
ſongs of praiſe, even in the morning, for the even- 
ing's precious favour may the Lord Almighty hold 
them in his hand for ever, and may my foul never 
forget the deſcendings of heavenly rain upon and 
among us at that comfortable ſeaſon—for which his 
holy name be praiſed for ever. Amen! And I am 
renewedly confirmed, that there is a real work of 
divine power among many in this land, both white 
and black; though yet much unſettled may the 
be brought to witriels a greater degree of clearne 
and eſtabliſhment in the everlaſting truth 

After theſe we had meetings at Black- Water, 
Stanton's, Vick's, Black-Creek, Johnſon's, and 
Summerton. In the two farſt of theſe I was ſilent; 
but believe they were all times of renewing of 
| ſtrength to ſome who attended them. The doc- 
trines of the goſpel were livingly proclaimed in the 
authority of truth, dear John Lloyd's way being 
opened. Next we had a glorious meeting at the 
weſtern branch the gth of the 6th month, wherein 
there ſeemed to be no lack of openneſs, power, and 
utterance ; many were deeply affected, bowed, and 
tendered - bleſſed be the Kere for ever — ioth, 
We had two dull meetings at Bennet's creek, J. 
L. in the firſt, and I in the laſt got ſome relief, 
through a little honeſt labour in great weakneſs, a- 
mong them.—5th-day 11th, we had a ſtrengthen- 
ng and refreſhing meeting at the widow Bufkins, 
where 
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where a meeting is held once a month. I had a 
good open time—the doctrines of the goſpel were 


largely opened with ſtrength and clearneſs, to the 
tendering of many minds. 


6th, 4th, and 1ſt days, we had meetings at 
Norfolk, Portſmouth, and Suffolk, places where 
no Friends live, except one ſmall #6; th and a 
young man in Suffolk—the firſt and laſt of theſe 
meetings were held at the court-houſes ; that at 
Portſmouth in an upper room in the market-houſe. 
The people at Norfolk behaved undevoutly at 
meeting, kept running out, talking, whiſpering, 
laughing, gazing about, &c. I reproved them for 
their incivility, telling them, that the moſt mourn- 
ful conſideration. of my mind reſpeCting their beha- 
viour, was the great inexperience of the realities of 
religion, and the great unacquaintance with the 
nature and importance of divine worſhip, which 
their conduct had ſorrowfully manifeſted; and ſo 
enlarging a little upon the ſubject of worſhip ; and 
that 30, even a preſent God, is the object thereof, 
and not any man — that God, to be worſhipped a- 
right, pe. be felt after, known, and reverenced ; 
with a little more on ſome other ſubjects. We left 
them with heavy hearts, finding very little open 
door of utterance, becauſe there was ſcarce any 
door of entrance into their hearts, except in a few ; 
and yet I had a ſecret hope, and ſome belief, that 
that day's work would not be altogether in vain. 


The meetings at Portſmouth and Suffolk were 
heavenly watering ſeaſons, wherein Truth reigned 
over all. Many minds were much reached and 
tendered, and a general ſolemnity was very preva- 
lent. The Lord has a viſited feed in this land up 
and down in many places. O that they may come 
to know a greater ſtability and ſettlement. After 
the meeting at Suffolk on firſt-day, we had a part- 
ing 
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ing opportunity with many Friends, who attended 
from different parts of the country around. This 
was a moſt melting and reviving ſeaſon. The 
everlaſting Arm was marvellouſly magnified and 
made bare! the holy name was livingly exalted 
and praiſed ; the ſouls of the mourners were emi- 
nently comforted, and the lukewarm powerfall 
warned—bleſſed be the name of the Lord for ever 
and ever, for his goodneſs to my poor foul at this 
precious ſeaſon—may I never forget that fulneſs of 
divine light and life, that overflowing cup of ſweet- 
neſs and conſolation, wherewith he enriched my 
mind in that ever memorable day. 


After this heavenly banquet, I parted with my 
dear friend John Lloyd, who had for ſeveral weeks 
been agreeably my companion, and with the reſt 
of my friends of Virginia now preſent, and ſet out 
for North-Carolina, accompanied by Robert Jor- 
dan and wife, where I arrived next day at the 
houſe of our kind friend Thomas Newbey. In the 
courſe of the ſix following days, I had or was at 
eight meetings in Perquimons and Paſcotank coun- 
ties, at Friends meeting-houſes, as follows, viz. 
3d-day, 16th of the month, at that called Wellſes 
meeting-houſe— 4th day, Old-Neck—and in the 
afternoon at Sutton's Creck.—5th-day, at Little 
River.—6th-day, at New-begun Creek—and in 
the afternoon at the Narrows of Paſcotank.—7th- 
day, monthly meeting at Simmons's Creek—and 
1{t-day, at the Piney- Woods. Theſe were all fa- - 
voured open ſeaſons, except that at Sutton's Creek, 
and that at the Narrows; in both which I was 
quite ſhut up, ſave in that at the Narrows I did 
expreſs a few words at the breaking up of the meet- 
ing, reſpecting the nature of gospel miniſtry ;” as 
that it never was in man's power, merely as man, 
to preach the goſpel, &c. Oh! how I then mour- 
ed, and often haye mourned, to ſee the cager expec- 


tations 


tations. of the people ſo widely miſplaced on the 
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creature inſtead of the Creator: and this is unde- 


niably the caſe with all who expect man to preach 
to them wit. 


hout divine aſſiſtauce; for man is but 


the creature, and unleſs immediately filled and 


ualified with. divine light, life, and power, is as 
denne of any ability livingly and profitably to 
preach that goſpel which is the real power of God 
unto. ſalvation, as he is of power to cauſe the out- 


ward rain to deſcend from heaven. 


Tn ſeveral of the foregoing meetings Truth emi- 
nently favoured us together—the goſpel was preach- 
ed in the life and authority thereof—many minds 
were ſtrengthened and encouraged, and the great 
name was magnified and praiſed —After this I went 
to Rich-ſquare, and on the 4th-day, the 24th, was 
at their meeting there, where Truth opened the 
way with ſtrength and clearneſs to edification and 
rejoicing, Next day went to Jack Swamp, and 
being joined by my dear friend James Ladd, from 
Wayne-Oak in Virginia, who came with a certifi- 
cate to accompany me a while in this journey, we 
had a meeting on 6th-day at this place—it was an 
open, good time, Truth was freely declared, and 
many minds reached and tendered. —7th-day, 27th, 
we had a bleſſed meeting at Hallifax, a ſmall town 
where there are none of our ſociety. The goſpel 
power was eminently felt, and, in the evidence and 
demonſtration thereof, the free grace of God to all 
men, the neceſſity of working out our own fal- 
vation through the aſſiſtance thereof, and feveral 
other important goſpel truths were livingly and 
largely opened. —Next day we had a meeting at 
Stony-Creek, or Tar-River, as it is ſometimes called. 
From thence we rode to Contentney, and, firſt of 
7th mo. attended the preparative mecting of Friends 
there—a dull time it was, and but little openneſs 
for goſpel communication. After mceting, ang 

c 


JOB SCOTT. 173 


the two next days we rod*® to a place called Core- 
ſound; and on yth-day, attended a monthly 
meeting there—it was a low time, yet way opened 
for Truth's teſtimony to be in ſome degree exalted, 
Next day we were at their ſelect and publick meet- 
ing—the publick meeting was eminently over- 
ſhadowed with divine favour, and made to be a time 
of bleſſed viſitation to many ſouls—praiſed be the 
name of the Lord. Vee 


Second-day, th We had an exerciſing meet- 
ing at Clubfoot-Creek—there was ſome openneſs, 
ſo that conſiderable labour was beſtowed, but not 
to much relief or ſatis faction of our minds—which 
was pretty much the caſe next day alſo, at a meet- 
ing we had at Newburn In this town there are 
no Friends, and the people's minds very light and 
unſtayed, that it was painful to behold the airineſs 
and irreverence which prevailed in too many. 
They got a gentle reproof, and we left them in for- 
row, as to our minds, though but little or no true 
ſorrow appeared in them. 


Fourth-day, 8th—We had a very heavenly meet- 
ing at Friends meeting-place on 8 ano- 
ther next day about twenty miles further up the 
river Trent, at a place where a meeting was lately 
ſettled. Friends appeared pretty well engaged at 
theſe two places, and | hope an increaſe will be 
witneſſed among them. —7th day, 11th, we attended 
the monthly meeting at Contentney—a trying time 
it was to my mind; but way opened, after long 
ſuffering in ſilence, to clear my mind in ſome good 
degree. Next day we were at the firſt-day meeting 
at the ſame place—filent—3d, 4th, and 5th, days, 
we were at meetings at Nues, Bear-Creek and 
Turner's Swamp—all trying times. In the firſt, 
the weight I felt ſeemed almoſt inſupportable, but 
at length way opened, _— an extraordinary time 

We 
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we had; divers ſtates were remarkably opened and 
ſpoken to in Truth's ſearching authority, and yet 
with that ſympathetic, perſuaſive energy, that it 
made way into almoſt every heart. It was a tender. 
ing time, but, alas! the next day was a time of 
difficulty, as well as diſtreſs, and no way opened to 
get much relief by communication, though I could 
not well avoid dropping ſome cloſe expreſſions or 
ir . hints, but I ſaw little or no proſpe& of 


much advantage from them to thoſe to whom they 
belonged: they ſeemed like thoſe who had ears to 
hear, but heard not, or as if they had ſhut their 
ears, and hardened their hearts. I felt for them 


with a heart full of ſorrow. The laſt meeting was A 


more comfortable, though I was quite ſhur up. 
My dear friend James Ladd bore a lively well- 


adapted teſtimony, in which I rejoiced, and found 
relief of mind. E- 


Sixth-day, I reſted at my Friend Benjamin Ar. 1 


nold's, being unwell. He and his wife were very 


kind, both being well-engaged Friends : the fruits 
of whoſe godly parental care aud authority very 
plainty and agreeably appeared in the behaviour and 


appearance of their well-ordered offspring. Oh, 


much lies at parents doors! much may they do, 
through divine aid, for their children's good, by 
proper conſtant care, watchfulneſs, advice, raps hr 20 
reſtraint, correction, and commands; all in Truth's 
authority, as occaſion requires; and that not gene- 


rally ſo much in the auſterity and rigour of compul-„ 


ſory diſcipline, as in the meekneſs and authority of 
the Lamb, which ſeldom fails of reaching the wit- | 
neſs in their minds, and more or leſs to bring them 
under the government of Truth, O that many, | 
very many parents, now too much at eaſe, may be 
arouſed to a due conſideration of the truſt repoſed | 
in them, and ſee to the diſcharge of their duty to 
the precious ſouls under their care. Oh, fee to it, 


parents, 
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nts, I beſeech you, for your own and their 
—— ſouls ſakes 5 ſee to it in ſeaſon, and unte- 
mittingly ; great is the care that is neceſſary, con- 
ſtant the watch that ought to be maintained. Theſe 
remarks aroſe not wholly from the agreeable proſ- 
pects I had in and of this family, but have been on 
my mind for ſome time, under a deep and painful 
ſenſe of deficiency of care among parents very ge- 
nerally. However, I rejoice in believing, that not- 
withſtanding the ſo general neglect, there are many 
deeply exerciſed, parents who endeavour honeſtly to 
diſcharge their duty in the ſight of God, and I 
have no doubt but they. will haye a rich reward, 
and many of the dear youth will be greatly benefit- 
ed thereby—that thels may be encouraged, and 


their number greatly increaſed, is the feryent with 
and prayer of my foul. | 


7th-day,” 18th. We were at the ſelect 33 
meeting at Contentney—next day at the publi 

meeting there and were ſhut up in ſilence in both, 
except a few words in great depreſſion in the ſelect 
meeting. On ad- day came on the buſineſs of the 
quarterly meeting; we were {till ſhut up in ſilence, 
until near the cloſe of the buſineſs, when my way 
unexpectedly opened in a great degree to clear my 
mind among them though I had an opening in the 
beginning of this ſitting, and ſtood up in the open- 
ing, expecting to have had utterance therein ; but 
as I carefully attended to the ſpring and word of 
life, I found the brightneſs of the opening gradually 
faded, until all was gone—ſo I fat down without 
uttering a word, after having ſtood as a gazing- 
ſtock among them perhaps ſeveral minutes. I truſt 
ſome real benefit reſulted therefrom, to ſome who 
were too near always ready, as well as to my own 
foul, in keeping me ſubjectly given up to follow 
faithfully, however greatly in the croſs, the moti- 
ons, openings, and ſhuttings of life. After this we 
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ſet out for Eno, it being two days ride, befides what 
we rode this afternoon, 


Fifth-day, 23d. We had a good open meeting 
there, and another on 7th day at Spring meeting— Mi 
this was painfully exerciſing, under a ſenſe of back. 


fliding in too many; but Truth at laſt reigned over 


all, to the melting of many hearts —Next day at 4 


Cane-Creek—here again we were filled with mourn. 
ing and heavineſs, under a ſenſe of unfaithfulneſs, 
and confequent dwarfiſnneſs; but, after long fi- 


lence, divine wiſdom opened the way, juſt as J 1 


was thinking it near time to conclude the meeting; 
and in a cloſe, ſhort, lively manner, we were enabled 


to place the burthen of our exerciſe where it belong- 1 
ed, and ſo came away rejoicing in God. On 1 A 


four following days we had four bleſſed meetings at 
Rocky-River, Nathan Dixon's, Piney-Grove, and 
Holly-Spring. Truth triumphed in theſe meetings 
— its doEtrines flowed like oil! the univerſality and 


entire ſufficiency of God's grace for the ſalvation of 
all, if attended to, was opened and declared wit 
divine authority; and many minds impreſſed there- 
with.-Oh my God!] thou haſt given me to ſee the 
wonders of thy ways, in degree, and the ſtrength of 
thine Arm ! thou haſt led me through the deeps 
baſt bowed my foul in the deepeſt proſtration | 
{tripped me and emptied me of all things, and then 
marvellouſly diſplayed, both thy wiſdom, thy good- 
neſs, and thy power ! In lifting me up again from 
the duſt ; thou haſt given me indeed, beauty for 
* aſhes, the oil of joy for mourning, and the gar- 
ment of praiſe, for the ſpirit of heavineſs,**— 
Thou art my God, and through thy aid I will ſerve 
thee for ever—be thou with me—go before me, 
and I will follow thee—for in thy preſence there is 
tife—at thy right hand a river of pleaſure—therefore 
to whom could I wiſh to go, ſeeing I know, to my 
| inexpreſſible 
* Iſai. Ixi. 3. 
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inexpreſſible conſolation, that thou haſt the words 
of eternal life? Thou haſt graciouſly redeemed 
my ſoul, and delivered me as it were from the den 
of lions—to thee, and to thy ſervice, I therefore 
once more dedicate the remainder of my days—draw 
me and I will run after thee—command me, and 1 
will obey.—I fear to offend thee, for thou haſt 
ſhewn me thy purity—1 adore thee, for thou haſt 
wrought wonders for my ſoul.—l love thee, for 


thou art my life. —Hold me faſt, O Lord for ever 


—keep my heart clean, by the word of thy power, 
and never, O never, I pray thee, ſuffer my foot to 
flide 1 continue to fill me with the Joy of thy ſal- 
vation, ſince thou haſt ſo continually ſhewn it unto 
me Take not thy holy ſpirit from me—guide me 
by the right . of thy power - continue to my 
ſoul, the quickening efficacy of the live coal from 
thine altar; then will I, at thy bidding, teach 
tranſgreſſors thy way, and ſinners, through the 
operation of the baptizing ſpirit, ſhall be converted 
to thee Even fo, O Lord, haſten thou thy great 
work in the earth—draw thouſands by the cords of 
thy love, and tens of thouſands by a — diſcovery 
of, and a living deſire after, a full eſtabliſhment in 
the beauty of holineſs—till the nations come to 
ſerve thee, and the kingdoms of the earth to bow 
before thy throne— till righteouſneſs cover the earth 
as waters do the ſea—and light and life reign trium- 
phant over death and darkneſs, for ever. Amen | 


7th-day, iſt of 8th mo. we attended the monthly 
meeting at Cane Creek, and next day the publick. 
firſt· day meeting there, and their ſelect mecting— 
2 were times of favour and divine openneſs. 
The tive following days we had meetings at Sandy 
Creek, Providence, Center, Back-Creek, and Marl- 
borough—the firſt was a dull meeting until near the 
cloſe, when life broke through all oppoſition, . ſo 


that the meeting ended to ſolid ſatisfaction The 
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next meeting was alſo dull, —the three laſt were 
open favoured times of refreſhment to many. After 
theſe meetings we attended, on 7th- day, the 8th of 
the 8th month, the ſelect quarterly meeting at 
Center; and an open inſtructive ſeaſon it was, as 
was the large publick meeting on firſt-day; Truth's 
doctrines flowed like oil, and things were opened 
in divine authority in both meetings, I truſt ſuitab] 

to the ſtate of each. Next day the publick meeting 
was very large, ſtill, and ſolemn, and Truth favour. 
ed our ſouls with a baptizing and refreſhing time 
together.—On 3d-day 11th, we had a good meet. 
ing, open, and powerfully tendering to the minds 
of the people in general, at the widow Hoover's, 2 
member of our fociety— Truth reigned powerfully 
over all - bleſſed be the holy name of the Lord for 
ever. 


On Fifth. day 19th, we had a meeting at Chatham 
court- houſe; but it being court- time, we could not 
get the court-houſe until between three and four 
o'clock in the afternoon, by which time too man 

of the people appeared to be fo affected with ſtrony 
drink, as to leave little room in their minds to be 
ſeriouſly affected with any thing of a religions na- 
ture; ſo that we had a painful. dull time among 
them however, ſome were attentive and ſtrove to 
quiet the reſt; and way did open, after a cloſe exer- 
ciſe, for a little communication, to ſome ſolid ſatis- 
faction; but our cauſe for mourning over them, 
ſeemed much greater than our cauſe for joy.— iſt- 
day 1th, we had a dull diſtreſſing meeting at a 
Friend's houſe between Chatham and Peedee; we 
were ſhut. up in ſilence — Next day the 2d of the 
week and 17th of the month, we had a heavenly, 
open meeting at Peedec——bleſſcd be the Lord who 
helped us — On 5th-day 20th, we had a very ſmall, 
yet precious meeting at Camden, South- Carolina, 
where no member of our ſociety liveth, except one 
N * very 
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very ancient woman; though onee there wu a ſets 
tled meeting of Friends there—this was a wateri 

time to a few ſincere hearted, whom my ſoul loved; 
and an awakening, and in ſome convinci 

time, to ſome who were too much hardened in fir 
and unacquainted with that light and power which 
is the authority of our meetings and miniſtry : this 
they now felt, ſo that divers were conſtrained to 
acknowledge, and bear teſtimony thereto, in their 
converſation with one another.—And I am on this 
occaſion renewedly confirmed in a ſentiment I have 
long been ſettled in, that is, that there never was, 
and never will be but one true religion in the world, 
to wit, the work of the ſpirit of God in the ſouls 
*of mankind;* that ſome of all denominations 
have ſomething of this true religion, even though 
ſome of theſe, through the prejudice of education, 
may difallow it in profeſhon ; and that no man 
has any real religion. but what he comes to the 
knowledge and experience of through the alone in- 
fluence of this holy fpirit of God. This it is that 
begins and carries on the work—this it is, that, by 
its own divine influence operating in the minds of 
mankind, reveals Chriſt in them, the hope of glory; 
or ſo operates from time to time, on reading the 


ſcriptures or other good heoks ; on hearing the goſ- 


pel preached; -on- meditating on the works of crea- 
Hon and providence ; on God's judgments in the 
earth; or his dealings with themſelves as individuals; 
er whatever other occaſion, circumſtance, or thing, 
is ever made a mean of conviction or converſion 3 
the holy ſpirit fo operates, I ſay in all theſe caſes, a# 
to produce the happy effett—and without the in- 
ward operation thereof, all theſe other opportunities 
and things would be utterly in vain, as to ſalvation, 
and never able to produce the leaſt degres of true 
religion or ſanctification in the ſoul. So that though 
there are many opinions, many creeds, profefſions, 
and denominations, and ſome truly religious perſons 
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in them all ; yet there is, and can be but one true 
religion ; all true religion is of one kind—all ſprings 
from one ſource.—And bleſſed and adored for ever 
be the Lord, in order that all men may, if they 


will, be benefited experimentally by this one true 


religion, the manifeſtation of the ſpirit is given to 3 


* every man to profit withal'*—he that rightly pro- I 


fits . and continues ſo to do, will live in the A 


exerciſe of the one true faith; will witneſs the one 
true chriſtian baptiſm ; will know and obey the one 
living Lord ; will, by the holy Ghoſt, in word and 
deed, acknowledge and call him Lord; and ſo will 
be ſaved with an everlaſting ſalvation. And on the 
other hand, ſeeing a meaſure of the holy ſpirit is 
iven to every man; ſeeing the grace of God that 


Tings falvation hath appeared unto all men; ſeeing 
the light and life of the holy word, which in the 


inning was with God, and was God, hath en- 
lightened every man that cometh into the world ; 
and ſeeing, moreover, Chriſt Jeſus has taſted death 
for every man; how ſhall we eſcape if we neglet 
and reject ſo great ſalvation ? how t muſt be 
the condemnation of every ſoul, thus highly fſa- 


voured, which yet ſtands out and rejects the ſtrivings 3 


of the ſpirit, the teachings of grace, the ſhinings i? 


and convictions of this divine light! Now this E 


light, grace, and ſpirit of God, is all one thing, 
under different appellations—it is called ſpirit, be- 
cauſe it is quick, lively, and operative, and quickens 
the ſoul to a ſenſibility of its ſtate and condition— FF 


it is called grace, becauſe it is the free unmerited giſt 
of God—and is called light, becauſe it makes mani- 
feſt—as, * whatſoever doth make manifeſt is light,'+ 
faith the ſcriptures. And as this grace or light is 
attended to, it will bring the ſoul into a ſtate of 
grace and fayour with God.—Well therefore, 
might the apoſtle, with holy reverence, .. break 
forth in theſe expreſſions, * thanks be unto God for | 
A, « his © 
* 1 Cor. xii, 7. + Eph. v. 23. 
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« his unſpeakable gift. T And all who obey the 
light will be brought out of darkneſs into God's 
marvellous light ; * though the hearts of fallen 
men are groſsly darkened; yet the light ſhineth in 
their dark hearts, and though the darkneſs compre- 
hend it not, if it is taken heed to, will Hine more 
and more to the perfect day; even until the whole 
body be full of light; but thoſe who rebel again 
the light, will grow darker and darker, until they 
know not the way thereof, nor under ſland the paths 
thereof and become vain in their imaginations, 
and their fooliſh hearts become wholly darkened 
having loved darkneſs rather than light, becauſe 
their deeds were evil. 


After the meeting broke up at Camden, before 
we went away, we felt ſuch an evident ſtop in our 
minds as to purſuing our journey, and ſuch deſires 
to have another meeting at Camden, that we found 
peace in ſubmitting to it; and in order to procure 
the company of the buſy inhabitants of the place, 
we concluded to ftay until firſt-day, and gave no- 
tice accordingly. Then riding to our friend the 
widow Engliſh's, we reſted there the next day ; and 
the day following, that is, 7th-day, had an open 
precious meeting at a Baptiſt meeting-houſe at 
Swift-Creek, among Baptiſts and Methodiſts, the 
Lord opening their hearts to receive our teſtimony: 
The doctrines of Truth were livingly declared, 
moſt preſent were reached and tendered, and out 

ſouls relieved—blefſed be the name of our God, 
who was eminently preſent |! A 


Next day we attended the meeting we had ap- 
pointed at Camden, a pretty many of the inhabi- 
tants were preſent, and though it appears that there 
are not many religious perſons in the town, yet it 
was a day of precious viſitation to many of their 


ſouls 


} 2 Cor. ix. 15. 
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fouls—a day to be remembered: Truth's doctrine; 
were largely and with demonſtration opened and 
declared, making much impreſſion on many minds, 
Oh, the preciouſneſs of Truth; the ſufficiency of 
its aid, and never-failing victory when abode in 
Lie low, O my ſoul, for ever: truſt in the Lord; 
rely wholly on him; be nothing without him—all 
things in him; be faithful to him, and thou ſhalt 
never be confounded. He is a ſtrong rock—an im- 
pregnable fortreſs! a ſword ! a ſhield! yea, all 
things neceſſary to thoſe who faithfully truſt in him 
_—_ abide in the faith and patience of the faints, 
e has loved me freely, wrought wonders for 
ſoul, made bare his Arm for my deliverance, for- 
given mine offences, and carried me through mani- 
old trials, conflicts, and afflictions ; and is now 
leading me about, inſtructing me, reducing me 
again and again to the loſs of all things, and falling 
my ſoul with the fat things, the rich dainties of his 
own houſe ! and putting into my heart and mouth 
the ſongs of praiſe and hallelujahs | Lord, the deſire 
of my Sal is unto thee, Oh, be thou pleaſed to ex- 
erciſe thy rod and thy ſtaff,” yea, all thy good plea- 
ſure in me, until all within me bows to thy righte- 
ous ſceptre, and every motion of my mind and of 
my body is in conformity to thy holy will manifeſt- 
ed in me. Therefore go on, O my moſt merciful 
God, if it be thy holy will, not letting thine eye 
pity, nor. thy hand ſpare, until thou haſt thoroughly 
cleanſed the floor of my heart—until the precious 
ſeed be gathered into thy garner—until the chaff be 
burnt up by the baptiſmal influence of the Holy 
Ghoſt and fire—and finally, until my ſoul becomes 
a fit temple for thy holy preſence, unrivalled and 
uninterrupted, to well in Make me a pillar in 
thy holy temple, that ſhall go no more out for ever; 
but, abiding therein, be engaged in the depth of 
humility and profound reverence to return all the 
praiſe to thee, who, with thy Son the Lamb, 
—_ | through 
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through the eternal Spirit, art worthy of all honour 
adoration and glory, world without end. Amen. 


We lodged again after this meeting, at our faid 
friend the widow Engliſh's ; and next day, the 24th, 
took our journey for Charleſton, where we arrived 
the 26th of 8th month, it being one hundred and 
twenty miles; and on 6th-day the 28th, we had a 
good little meeting at Friends meeting-houſe with 
the few Friends in the city, and a few others that 
came in, and were tender. Next day we had a 
large _—_— at the Methodiſts meeting- houſe; 
many Methodiſts, ſome Baptiſts, and others attend- 
ing ; but it was rather a dull time, and, not feel- 
ing our minds clear, we concluded to have anether 
meeting there on firſt-day afternoon.—In the fore- 
noon on firſt-day, we had a bleſſed open time at 


Friends meeting-houſe ; and in the afternoon ano- 


ther large crowded meeting at the Methodiſt meet- 
ing-houſe, conſiſting of a mixed and very unſettled 
multitude. We found a prefling engagement to 
declare the truth among them, but found them fo 
outward in their minds, and ſo unſtayed, that we 

very Intle entrance in their minds in general, 
or relief to our own, though I believe the Metho- 
diſts were moſtly quiet, and ſome of them, with a 
few others, were reached and tendered, 


| Second-day, 31ſt, we left the city with heavy 

hearts, after a ſolid opportunity with Friends. This 
day and next we rode towards Georgia, about fifty- 
eight miles ; and finding a little meeting of F Hor i 
though not members yet ſuch as were convinced 
of Truth's way and principles; we ſtaid their meet- 
ing on fourth-day—it was dull at firſt, but open 
and much favoured towards and in the concluſion. 
Several Methodiſts and Bapriſts were preſent, and 
Truth reached and tendered moſt of their minds. 
Theſe friendly people had, at leaſt part of them, 
belonged 
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belonged to the Methodiſts and Baptiſts; but their 
eyes became gradually opened to fee beyond lifeleſs 
form and creaturely performances, as prayers in 
man's own time and will, &c. and had now gather. 
ed into a ſilent waiting upon the Lord. May they 
live near him, love him, and ſerve him in the beau- 
ty of holineſs : then they will not only enjoy great 
peace in themſelves, but be a bleſſing to their neigh. 
bours. 


After meeting we went on for Georgia, and reach. 
ed Friends monthly meeting at Wrightſborough in 
that ſtate, on qth-day, gth of gth mo. It was a 
painful time; extreme poverty and inward want 
bore down our ſouls. We found a few words to 


drop among them, but ſcarce found any. relief.— 
On firſt-day the 6th, we had two favoured meetings: 
one at Wrightſborough, and the other at Friends 


new meeting-houſe, four or five miles from the 


firſt; and next day were again at Wrightſborough, 
not being clear before: it was a precious time in- 
deed, Truth's teſtimony flowed with power, many 
were greatly reached, and ſome who had much op- 
poſed our principles, acknowledged to the truth 
with tears, and defired us to remember them 
before the throne of grace—may they be preſerved, 


Third-day, 8th, we had a large meeting at Mar- 
maduke Mendenhall's, among a religious people, 
Methodiſts, Baptiſts, &c. I ruth eminently over- 7 
ſhadowed us. In our firſt fitting down together, 
had very bright openings, and fulneſs of light and 
life; but the meeting was hurt by the right time 
not being attended to in ſtanding up, by me or my 
companion, or both—my ſoul was grieved, for the 
people were prevented, in degree, enjoying what 
ſeemed to be intended for them; yet many minds 
were affected, and | truſt ſome good was done — 
4th-day, gth, we had a large meeting at a Friend's 
houſe, 
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houſe, among Methodiſts, Baptiſts, and Friends. 
There was ſtrength and utterance given, and great 
indeed appeared to be the entrance into the people's 
minds. After this meeting, next day, we left 
Georgia, and ſet out for South- Carolina. We got 
to a meeting among Friends, at a place called Hen- 
derſon's Settlement, on 5th-day, the 13th, and fo 
on to Mudlick, Buſh River, Rocky-ſpring, Paget's 
Creek, and Cane Creek, having a meeting at each 
of theſe places, and at Buſh River -o, moſtly to a 
degree of ſatisfaction, yet it appeared to be a low 
time among Friends in theſe parts ; but dwelling 
low with the ſuffering ſeed, we were made to reign 
a little with it at times. The four following days 
we rode to Deep-Creek in North-Carolina, about 
one hundred and forty-three miles. At this place 
we had a meeting with Friends and others, on 3d- 
day, the 22d, and ſo on, having another at Cheſ- 
nut-Creek, over the mountain in the edge of Virgi- 
nia—thence back to Freeman's (not a Friend) 
in N. Carolina, having a meeting at his houſe on 
7th-day, the 25th, and were next day at a Friends 
meeting at Weſtfield, called alſo Tonis Creek—all 
theſe r were attended by Friends, Baptiſts, 
and Methodiſts, and ſome of them by ſome others. 
And through patient waiting for the ariſings of life 
and openings of light, they were all ſolid profitable 
meetings; Truth's doctrines were largely opened, 
many minds reached, and the Lord's name exalted 
over all. Will-worſhip, creaturely performances, 
lifeleſs prayers at ſet times, &c. were much diſcou- 
raged: for the Lord laid it upon me to expoſe the 
emptineſs of theſe things from place to place, and 
to ſhew that they never fail of drying up the ſprings 
of life in ſuch, who once having had the freſh open- 
ings thereof in their own ſouls, will yet $9 on in 


religious performances, without waiting for light 
and life therein. 
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- After one of theſe meetings, a Baptiſt man, ſome. 
what in years, told me he had tried to keep up 
family prayers in his houſe, but found he could 


have no ſatisfaction in it, unleſs when he felt a di. 


vine influence inclining him thereto, and that he | 
had now omitted it, except when he found himſelf 
thus qualified. Divers others have confeſſed, that 
they had often, in their attempts to pray at their ſet 
times, without waiting for divine help, evidently | 
felt that their words fell to the ground, were of no 
avail, and anſwered no good purpoſe.— O that al! 
may learn the neceſſity of waiting upon God in the 
filence of all fleſh, and creaturely motions or per- 
formances, that they may witneſs that renewal of 
divine ſtrength, wherein prayer is made with life and 
acceptance with the Lord. 


I had much ſervice in theſe South Lands among 
other ſocieties, particularly Methodiſts and Baptiſts, 
there being a living birth among many of them; 
and this living birth, being in its very infancy in 
many of both theſe ſocieties, was near to my life, 
and J often breathed to the Lord to preſerve it alive; 
for I ſaw it to be in imminent danger of being 
ſtifled by a multiplicity of lifeleſs performances. 
But though I was led into ſervice much among 
other people, as before- mentioned, yet generally, 
in the meetings of Friends, I had ſome clear open- 
ings into the ſtate of things among the brethren : 
for I was kept very low in my mind, and durſt not 
meddle with things not opened in the light of life. 
I was afraid to judge after the fight of the eye, or re- 
prove after the hearing of the ear; my dependance | 
was on the Lord alone; and, in that dependant | 
ſtate, 1 often felt as empty of any thing divine, any 
fight, ſenſe, or knowledge of things, as if I had 
been totally blind and inſenſible—and indeed who 
is ſo blind as the Lord's ſervant, and ſo deaf as the 
meſſenger. whom he ſends? And it is — 
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ſhould be ſo, in order that his meſſage to the people 
through them may be wholly in the fre/+ openings 
ef divine life, without any mixture of man's fallen 
wiſdom. This is a great myſtery to the world and 
all its boaſted wiſdom, and will remain fo for ever, 
though clearly opened unto babes and ſucklings in 
Chriſt. And as my mind abode in this /ow fate, in 
the 4% of all things, in the ſubjection of my own 
creaturely will, wiſdom and working; I received 
many freſh openings, and therein was enabled to 
bring forth things new and old, to the inſtruction, 
and, | hope, laſting benefit of the brethren and 


many others from place to place. All glory and 


praiſe be aſcribed to him, without whom my poor 
ſoul is nothing, knows nothing, and can do nothi 

in things divine. O that all fleſh may be abaſed, 
and lie low before him for ever, that his own eter- 
nal power may be exalted over all in them. 


After this meeting at Weſtfield, we found a 
preſſure in ſpirit to have one next day among ſome 
religious Baptiſts, about fix miles off at a Baptiſt 
man's houſe ; it was a precious heavenly meeting, 
wherein Truth opened many things in the life and 
demonſtration. And ſome confeſſed, they had 
never known before, but that John's diſpenſation of 
water-baptiſm, was part of the goſpel diſpenſation, 
and to ſtand to the end of time ; but they ſeemed 
now to be much ſhaken; for it was opened that 
John's elementary diſpenſation was only a forerun- 
ning one, to prepare. the way of the Lord. After 
this meeting we ſtill found a prefling engagement to 
have another meeting at Friends meeting-houſe at 
Weſtfield, which was held accordingly the next 
day, to great ſatisfaction: many Baptiſt and others, 
as well as many Friends, attended—Truth reigned 
over all, and the doctrines thereof dropped as the 
ran, to the tendering and refreſhing many ſeeking 
fouls—blefled be the Lord for all his favours. We 
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next had meetings at Blues-Creek, and Muddy. 
Creek, and on firſt and fecond-days the 4th and 5th 
of the 1oth month, were at Views River, their 
large monthly dmg, Pry held there on ſecond. 
day—all theſe were bleſſed watering ſeaſons ; the 
monthly meeting abundantly fo, to the bowing m 

ſoul in algen and praiſe.— On 3d-day we h 

an open, refreſhing meeting among the Nicholites, 
ſo called. I had a lively evidence that fome amon 

them were humbly endeavouring to ferve the Lord; 


but at the ſame time | ſaw clearly that many of 1 
them reſted too much in their outſide plainnefs; 


and valuing themſelves upon that, had ſtopped ſhort 3 
of a more living acquaintance with the well-fpring 
of eternal life; and this is a ſnare wherein 1 fear 


ſome of our ſociety are taken, and detained from I 
greater experience in the real life of religion, with. 


out which all outward things are unavailing, as to 
the ſalvation of the foul. I laboured among this 
people, in the openings of life, and hope according 
to their condition may it tend to their ſettlement 
on the right foundation — Then, proceeding on 
our journey, we had meetings at Friends meeting- 
houſes at Springfield, Bulrun, New-Garden, Lower 
Reedy-Fork, and Upper Reedy-Fork, all favoured 
meetings, ſome of them highly ſo. 


On 4th-day the 14th, we had a meeting at the 
houſe of our friend Samuel Tomlinfon, where very 
few Friends live near, among Baptiſts, Methodiſts, 
ſome Friends, &c. We evidently felt that ſome of 
them had pitched in battle array againſt us in their 
minds; and for a time the Lord ſuffered them to 
ſhut up the r 4 of heaven, not entering them- | 
ſelves, nor ſuffering thoſe that gladly would have | 
entered. At length a ſmall degree of life aroſe, | 
and I told them the battle was the Lord's, and if | 
he ſuffered them to ſhut up the kingdom, the loſs } 
would be their own ; but that it was likely thoſe 

| formerly 
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formerly, whoſe unbelief prevented our Saviour's 
doing many mighty works in certain places, might 
be ready to vaunt over him, and to think be could 
not make his way among them ; and yet I thought 
their victory, if ſuch they eſteemed it, was in no 
wiſe glorious ; but greatly to their own lofs, or the 
prevention of much good that they might other- 


wiſe have received. I then acknowledged to them 


freely, that we had nothing at our own command 
to offer for their good; nor any weapons of our 
own to oppoſe their warlike preparations with 
told them I had little thought, when in the pure 
conſtrainings of goſpel love and good will, I gave 
up to have a meeting with them, that they would 
have come together prepared for war ; but that I 
was aſſured it was fo, for I could feel the inward 
ſtate and oppoſition of ſome of their minds, as plain 
as I could fee their bodies with my outward eyes.— 
Moreover I informed them, that if the Lord en- 
gaged me in it, I was not afraid oraſhamed to fight, 
even upon a retreat, if he did not make way for an 
advance — that I was not at all afraid of my life, 
how many Goliahs ſoever might defie the armies of 
the living God; for my life | had given up to his 
diſpoſal, to be laid down in his caufe, if he pleaſed, 
in any part of the globe.—I came not from my 
own land, and all my near and dear connections in 
life, to do my own will, but his who ſent me; and 
while I ſtand faithful in his holy will and counſel, 
in the openings and leadings of his divine light and 
life, I fear no evil, danger, or difficulty; nor all the 
art and rpalice of men or devils; though 1 fully 
know that of myſelf I can do nothing. However 
I rold them, for their own ſakes, in order that th 

might have the full benefit of the meeting, I defired 
them to lay aſide their warlike weapons, that in- 
ward oppoſition wherein they ſtood againſt the in- 
ward life of all true religion, and the doctrines of 
the everlaſting goſpel 2 and as they knew themſelves 
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guilty of an inward oppoſition to us, and our meſ- 
it began to work conviction in them: they 
wondered how I knew it ; but ſeeing I did know it, 
and: was enabled ſo plainly to tell them the inward 
ſtate, and thoughts of their own hearts, it won up- 
on them, drew their attention, removed their pre- 
judices, and ſoftened their hearts towards us and our 
teſtimony—and when I found they had given up, 
and dropt their warlike weapons and intentions, I 
improved the opportunity, as Truth opened the 
way, and told them, I perceived they began to in- 
cline towards a capitulation, and willingneſs to fign 
articles of peace—this they alſo knew was true of 
the inward alteration of their minds; and fo it 
greatly. tended ſtill further to gain their love and 
attention, until at length (though the work, or ra- 
ther warfare, was very hard for ſome time) we had 
an heavenly baptizing time together I ruth reigned 
over all, and therein our fouls triumphed over all 
oppoſition, in the ſtrength and power of an endleſs 
life | wherein divers doctrines of the goſpel were 
livingly opened and enlarged upon, in demonſtra- 
tion of the ſpirit and divine authority! yea, that 
was felt and acknowledged to be fo, by many whoſe 
hearts were greatly a xt and refreſhed, after all 
the oppoſition they had at firſt felt againſt us. Thus 
the Lord wrought for us, and taught ur hands to 
war, and our fingers to fight Glory be to his great 
name forever; for hitherto he hath marvelloufl 
helped us; and we know that without him we — 


have turned our backs in this and many other days | 


of battle. . 


- Next day we had a heavenly open meeting at a 
Baptiſt meeting-houſe on Abbit's Creek, about ten 
miles from the laſt meeting—diyers of their mem- 
bers, and one of their teachers urgently deſiring us 
to have a meeting with them there, they * 
much reached at the other meeting. We had h 
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_ thoughts of having a meeting there before this in- 
vitation, and the way now looking very open, we 
embraced it, and had one accordingly. And 
2s ſoon as I ſat down in the meeting, I felt as 
evidently as I ever felt any thing with my outward 
fingers, that they were now come without their 
weapons, in a ſtate of mind directly reverſe to what 
they or ſome of them felt in the fore part of the 
meeting yeſterday ; their hearts were open, and our 
way was alſo ſoon opened into a living enlargement 
in the doctrines of Truth, I truſt to our and their 
mutual ſatisfaction and conſolation of foul, though 
their outward performances and lifeleſs devotions 
were largely and livingly teſtified againſt. Our next 
meeting was on the day following at Randolph 
Court-houſe, among people of various profeſſions ; 
and, magnified for ever be the name of the Lord, 
our leader and director, he was graciouſly pleaſed to 
break in upon us in a wonderful manner ; light 
ſhined ſuperior to the ſhining of the ſun in the out- 
ward firmament, that divine light, the ſame that 
enlighteneth every man that cometh into the world: 
bur in the wicked it often ſhines as in a dark place, 
and the darkneſs comprehends it not—many whoſe 
hearts have become darkened, reject, deſpiſe, and 
trample it under foot; but in thoſe who obey it, 
love it. walk in it, and bring their deeds to it, it will 
ſhine more and more to the perfect day, as the wiſe 
man ſays the path of the juſt man does, declaring 
this path of the juſt to be a fhining light: indeed 
it is ſo, for Chriſt within, the juſt man's light and 


hope of glory, is alſo his path, his only true and 


living way, as ſaid Chriſt himſelf, « I am the way, 
and the truth, and the life ;** and ſurely the juſt 
man's way is his path: ſeemg Chriſt then, the in- 
ward divine light of men, is the juſt man's path or 
way, well may it be declared to be a ſhining light: 


and experience has abundantly confirmed it to the 
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ſouls of all that have truly loved and faithfully walk 
ed in this light, that it really does ſhine brighter 
and brighter: and in all that continue fo walking, 
it will more and more, even to the perfect day—they 
will not only witneſs the day to dawn, and the day 
ſtar to ariſe in their hearts. but the increaſing clear- 
neſs and brightneſs of the light will be, as Iſaiah ex- 
prefles it, the light of the moon ſhall be as the 
* light of the ſun, and the light of the ſun ſhall be 
« ſeven fold, as the light of ſeven days.“ Well, 
in the clear ſhinings of this holy light, for truly it 
was as a morning without clouds, the ſtate of the 
people were ſo opened to us in this meeting, and 
through us to them, the light within their own 
fouls confirming our outward teſtimony, that ſcarce 
an individual appeared inſenſible of the heavenly vi- 
ſitation we were favoured with: indeed moſt. were 
deeply affected, greatly tendered, and much refreſn- 
ed, as with a ſhower of celeſtial rain—it ſeemed to 
me in a den ree like the day of Pentecoft, the effuſion 
of the Holy Ghoſt was ſo eminently glorious among 
us !—and 1 believe near, or quite all preſent, ſaid in 
their hearts, and divers with their mouths in ſub- 
ſtance after this meeting, * this is the everlaſtin 
* goſpel of Chriſt ;* and | ſaid in my own ſoul, . 
ſtill ſay, it was of the Lord's doing, and marvellous 
in mine eyes — holy and reverend is his name, and 
that for evermore may my ſoul ever acknowledge 
his wonders and the riches of his love, lying low in 
humiliation before him. 


On jth and iſt days, the 17th, and 18th, we 
were favoured with the Maſter's helping hand at the 
monthly, and firſt day meetings at Center ; in both 
which light and life triumphed over death and dark- 
neſs.— On 3d-day, we had a painful, trying meet- 


ing near a water called Heworry, at a Dutch Friend's 
houſe, (Michael Fout) among many Dutch yo 
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and others. We lahoured in the little ability 
afforded, to ſome degree of ſatis faction. The two 
next days we attended Friends meetings, as t 
were held in courſe, at Springfield and Bulrun.— 
Next day we had a diſcouraging meeting amon 
many other profeſſors, near the upper Reedy-fork. 

* ſaw and felt clearly, that ſome of them came prepared 
123 to bid defiance; however we laboured a little, though 
under great depreſſion for though they were many 
of them high in profeſſion of faith in Chriſt, too 
many of them appeared to be unbelievers, and in 
the ſlate of the Scribes and Phariſees, in the inward, 
ground of things—and ſuch, in all ages, are the 
greateſt oppoſers and even hinderers of good, of any 
people whatever; yet I believe divers preſent were 
humble-hearted chriſtians, who thought little of 
themſelves, and were hungering after better food 
than their teachers are feeding them with : ſome of 
theſe I hope got at leaſt a little crumb of heavenly 
bread at this meeting—may the Lord refreſh their 
ſouls with the waters of life, and ſuſtain them. 
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Next day, being 7th of the week, and 24th of 
10th . began the ſelect yearly meeting at 
Center, in North-Carolina, for Friends of that 
ſtate, South-Carolina and Georgia —it was a trying 
ſeaſon, and Friends ſeemed ſenſible it was a very 
E low time. I was quite ſealed up in filence, as 
= were both my companion and myſelf next day, at 
the publick meeting for worſhip. On fecond-de 
the buſineſs of ſociety came on; it continued by as 
journments four days, and though the fore part was 
heavy-and trying, yet the latter part was a time of 
2 eminent . of the holy preſence ; many 
= weighty ſubjects were conſidered in this yearly 
meeting, and finally reſulted with much unanimity, 
love, and ſolemnity. I was much bowed down, 
until the laſt day, under a ſenſe of the want of due 
dependance on the Lord in many preſent ; but near 
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and at the cloſe of the meeting, the helper of Ifraq 
opened a way, and helped me to be thoroughly re. 
lieved, and the ſong that is ever new, was put. into 
my heart and mouth, in a very conſolating manner, 
Large numbers, I believe, will at times while they 
live bleſs the name of the Lord for that day's favour, 
The ſhout of a King was heard in Sion, to the re- 
Joicing of the tabernacles of Jacob. Bleſs thy God, 
O Iſrael, for ever, and ſerve him with faithfulneſs 
and reverence, O daughter of Jeruſalem, for who 
indeed is like him? He bringeth down as into the 
very duſt, and he raiſeth up to the heights of ſalva- 
tion—He maketh the dumb to declare of his 

neſs ; the inhabitant of the rock to ſing of his pow- 
er | glory be to his name for ever—my ſoul will 
praiſc him inthe heights of Sion ! 


On yth-day, 31ſt, we attended New-Garden 
monthly meeting, and had therein a degree of ſa - 
tisſaction. Next day we attended their 
meeting there, being the iſt of the 11th month, 
in ſolid ſilence, as to us: and, feeling clear of 
Carolina, on the day following we rode to Virginia; 
and on the 4th at night, we got among Friends at 
at Gooſe-Creek : where next day we had a meeting, 
and the day following had another at the upper 
meeting-houſe on Gooſe-Creek, which was ſilent. 
We next had meetings at Hills- Creek, Seneca- 
Creek, and South-River; in all which we were 
helped through to our comfort, and hope to ſome 
profit. —On gth-day the 11th, we had a bleſſed 
conſolating meeting, at Henry Chriſtian's, a Metho- 
diſt ; and a few others, in Amhurſt county, Vir- 
ginia—light and life prevailed, to the tendering and 
watering many fouls. —On 6th-day, we had a little 
meeting at Francis Walthall's, a man that for ſome 
years appeared to have heen convinced of our prin- 
ciples, as alſo his wife : this was in Buckingham 
county.—On 1ſt-day, the 15th, we had a meeting 


at 
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at Amelia, to a degree of ſatisfaction, and that 
aſternooon, my dear companion James Ladd and 
I parted, in much goſpel ſympathy, and endear- 
ment, he going home.-On 4th day, I had a diſ- 
couraging meeting at Camp-Creek, and another 
next day at Douglaſs meeting, (ſo called) in the 
firſt I got but little relief; and in the laſt could not 
open my mouth in the miniſtry, 


On the firſt-day following, the 22d of 11th mo. 
I was at meeting at Smith's Creek, in ſuffering 
ſilence. About this time Satan ſeemed almoſt let 
looſe upon me, to buffet me with doubts, even in 
things wherein I had been well eſtabliſhed and 
aſſured. And perſuaded I am, I have no words ade- 
quate to the full and clear deſcription of the buffet- 
ings, horror, and diſtreſs, that ſeized and bore down 
my drooping foul; but I have fince clearly ſeen, 
that the Lord's determination was, that if I would 
ſtill be his, I ſhould lay down my own life, that of 
my own will entirely, and in all things, and take 
him and his will for my only good, in and through 
all. And as my own will was once more crucified 
and ſlain, my life laid down upon the croſs—all 
within me bowed—On this wiſe then my ſoul ad- 
drefled my God : * Lord, I know thou art all good- 
neſs ; I have drank of the rivers of pleaſure at th 
right hand, which 1s all of thy mere bounty and 
grace ; I ſurrender my all, once more to thee with- 
out reſerve, Here I am—do with me whatever 
thou pleaſcſt—blefſed and adored be thy name for 
ever—l yield to thy will—not mine, but thine be 
done. Amen.“ 


After this full ſurrender of my will and my all, 


light {prang in my foul ; darkneſs fled before it ; 
Satan's head was bruiſed ; God did truly bruiſe Sa- 


tan under me; I ſaw his power was limited; and 


that the Lord God Omnipotent ſtill reigned over 
all. 
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all. Life and immortality was again, as it were, 
brought to light out of the depth of obſcurity, and 
eſtabliſhed over all in meridian brightneſs and aſſu- 
rance in my ſoul. Great enlargement followed this 
ſore conflict, and my conſolation was full, and un- 
ſpeakably glorious —bleſſed for ever be the Lord my 
od, and wonderful leader! in the heights my ſoul 
will praiſe him, and for the depths of proſtration 
will I magnify his name, who makes all things 
work together for good to thoſe who truly love him. 
Love him, O my foul, for ever, and ſubmit thy 
all to his holy care and keeping, through every try- 
ing time. 20555 Pie | | 


After this moſt trying conflict, I found my way 
opened again, and had meetings at Crooked-Run, 
Center, Mount Pleafant, rde, Back-Creek, 
Hopewell, Middle- Creek, Tuſkarorah, and Bull- 
ſkin, all open good meetings, and moſt of them 
eminently ſo, even to my own admiration ! Truth's 
doctrines were largely opened with divine life and 
authority; many who were much unacquainted 
with true religion were much reached; and ſuch as 
were hungering and thirſting after ſomething more 
ſubſtantial than they had yet feelingly known, 
were greatly refreſhed. My ſoul bowed in awful- 
neſs before. that God, who, through the deepeſt 
probations and diſcouragements, ſafely brought me 
on in the right way; landed me on firm ground ; 
and even made my moſt fiery trials and extreme 
conflicts promotive of almoſt inexpreſſible enlarge- 
ment and conſolation. 


Oh! he well knows what he is about, in ſuf- 
fering his choſen followers to be thus cloſely tried 
—indeed this is the very way they become choſen ; 
for he ever chooſeth them in the furnace of affiittion : 
here he refines them as gold ſeven times tried in the 
fre: thus they bear his holy law; thus they oy 

hs made 
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made able to dwell with that, which, to every thing 
ſinful, is as a devouring fire, and everlaſling burnings, 
and not be hurt; the fire ſhall not kindle on them 
to devour ; the ſmell of it ſhall not be on their gar- 
ments; but every thing in them that is chaffy ſhall 
be burnt up, in, and by this unquenchable fire; ſo 
the weighty ſubſtantial wheat comes to be gathered 
into the garner. Oh! thou traveller Sion-ward, 
whenever the Lord leads thee in this line, think 
not that none have walked the way before thee; 
but remember it is the high-way to glory ; the only 
trodden path to bleſſedneſs—remember others, be- 
fore thou waſt brought forth, have deeply experi- 
enced it, have taſted the wormwood and the gall ; 
and been ready to think it impoſſible for them ever 
to come forth into the light again, or to rejoice in 


God, the rock, and horn of their ſalvation. But 


be thou patient, be thou faithful to death; yea, in 
and through this inward death, and thou ſhalt re- 
ceive a crown of life: for it is an eternal truth, 
that though many are the afflictions of the righte- 
ous, yet, aſſuredly the Lord delivers them out of 
them all. 


Next I had a meeting the 4th of the 12th month 
in the Preſbyterian meeting-houſe at Wincheſter ; 
a glorious good meeting it was—TI was ready to 
think near as much ſo, as our low ſtate, while 
clothed with clay, is capable of. Several important 
doCtrines of the goſpel were largely opened, having 
ſtrength and utterance given—every mind ſeemed 
huſhed into a degree of awfulneſs and reverence } 
all glory and praiſe be afcribed to him who is our 
only ſufficiency ; for with gratitude, and proftration 
of ſoul before him, it may be truly faid, * hitherto 
hath the Lord helped us '*—On 5th-day I was 
helped, to my own and others joy, at Friends monthly 
meeting at Crooked-Run ; and alſo next day at the 

T meeting 
* 1 Sam. vii. 12. 


% we 


minates in the comfortable tejoicings of the ſabbath- 


reign with Chriſt, we muſt ſuffer with him: but, 
Oh the danger of letting in diſcouragements in the 
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meeting at Culpepper. Indeed the arm of the 
Lord was marvellouſly made bare in our fayour, 
from place to place, throughout the foregoing fa- 
voured meetings. From thence on to Southland, 
South-Fork, Gooſe- Creek, and Leeſburg. At South- 
land I parted with my dear friend Catlet Jones, 
who had been very acceptably with me moſt of the 
time ſince 1 parted with my beloved friend James 
Ladd; but now he returned to his family. I was 
at that place laſt ſpring, as IJ went ſouthward, and 
though I was ſhut up there then, yet J felt ſuch an 
engagement for the proſperity of that little meeting 
and neighbourhood, that I felt moſt eaſy, now on 
my return, to vifit them again ; having been drawn 
in ſpirit to look towards them, at times, ever ſince 
1] was there before, We had now a heavenly wa- 
tering time together, praiſed be the Lord, whoſe 
power was eminently over all. I believe I have 
never known a more conſtant ſulneſs of God's love, 
life, and qualifying preſence ; nor a more continued 
cheerfulneſs in and out of meetings, for ſo long a 
time, than (bleſſed be the Lord) 1 have now been 
Favoured with, fince my extreme tribulation and 
diſtreſs at Smith's- Creek, and about that time. Oh, 
the heights and depths ; may neither the one nor 
the other ever ſeparate my foul from the love cf 
God !—l well know the propriety and need of our 
Saviour's caution, * pray ye that your flight be not 
+ in the winter; neither on the ſabbath-day.**— 
Great care is neceſſary, in both theſe ſtates—per- 
| haps our Lord mentioned the winter firſt; as it is 
the trials and diſtreſs of that painful diſpenſation 
which prepares for, andy if patiently endured, ter- 


day. To abound, we muſt be abaſed ; if we will 


winter ſeaſon, when all ſeems cold and uncomfort- 


able 
* Matt. xxiv. 20. 
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able within; even ſometimes benumbing, and al- 
moſt deadly froſt Here, thou exercifed traveller 
Sion-ward, if thou art not very watchſul and care- 
ful toabide in the faith and patience of the ſaints, 
thou wilt be very likely to take thy flight, from 
walking in the light, and firm abiding on the ever- 
laſting rock and foundation ; by letting in and giv - 
ing way to doubts, diſputings, diſtruſt, murmur- 
ings, and deſpair ; and fo repine at the diſpenfations 
of Divine Providence, who is proving thee for thy 
good. Here many have took their flight in the win- 
ter, and let go their hold of what they had received, 
and fo have loſt their crown ! for the terms are, be 
thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a 
© crown of life.“ If thou abideſt ſteadfaſt through 
the wintry diſpenſation, the Lord will bring thee to 
the opening ſpring, to the ſummer, and the fabbath- 
day ; here thou wilt praiſe him on the banks of de- 
liverance-; here thou wilt be made to ſhout and 
ſing ! © for, lo, the winter is paſt ; the rain is over 
and gone; the flowers appear on the earth; the 
time of the ſinging of birds is come; and the 
voice of the turtle is heard in our land. But 
now, in the midſt of thy rejoicing, have a care; 
ſtand faſt ; ſee thou takeſt not thy flight on the 
ſabbath-day, Danger awaits thee on every fide ; 
thou art a frail mortal, and thy deſtruction, if it 
cometh upon thee, will be of thyſelf ; but thy help 
can be only in and of the Lord; therefore look un- 
to him, for he that truſteth in his own heart, is a 
* fool t Let him that thinketh he ſtandeth, even 
though his ſoul is filled with good, and overflows 
with ſongs of joy, take heed leaſt he fall—even now 
this care is eminently necefſary—this is a moment 
wherein the watch is peculiarly needful—hence the 
precious caution in regard to theſe two ſeaſons of 
molt preſſing danger—hence, alſo, he preached the 
watch, and that repeatedly, to his diſciples, yea to 
2 all; 
+ Rey, ii. 10, + Cant, ü. rr, 12. f Prov, xxvill- 26. 
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all ;.* what I ſay unto you, I ſay unto all, watch. * 
He knew all needed it; not only the dejected and 
depreſſed ſoul, but even, and eſpecially, the joyful 
heart—the mind of him whom joy overflows. 
ſoul well knows the myſtery of theſe things by re- 
peated experience; but I have found, that, in pro- 
portion as all pride of every kind is done away, or 
hid from man (which is God's work) and the crea- 
ture fully humbled and reduced to the loſs of all 
things, the Lord is pleaſed more abundantly to fill 
us with divine good; and to continue its bleſſed 
repleniſhings unto us! for through this abaſement 
we are enabled to bear this fulneſs without being 
puffed up, or thinking great things of ourſelves. 
Man is exceedingly inclined to independence, and a 
language on this wiſe—my own arm has brought 
ſalvation—is not this great Babylon, which J, great 
J, have builded, for mine own and kingdom's ho- 
nour ? &c.—Yes. Oh, thou who thus buildeſt, be 
aſſured, whenever thou beginneſt to think much of 
thyſelf, and that thou of thyſelf haſt done ſome- 
thing that is good, thou art a Babyloniſh idolater ; 
thou art — a Babel. This is great Babylon 
indeed, which thou, a poor worm of the duſt, art 
rearing up ; and all this muſt be brought down, be- 
tore thou comeſt to live by faith; or canſt ſay in 
truth, I live; yet not I, but Chriſt liveth in me, 
—and by the grace of God I am what I am. 
It is truly a'great attainment to be nothing but what 
grace maketh us; yet this is the caſe, in regard to 
the things of religion, with all who *do nothing of 
themſelves ; but have re/ted from their own works, 
as God did from his, here God is all in all.'— 
O, ſeek it—lay hold of it, and ſecure it to thy foul, 
by dying daily; dying unto all that can or would 
act of itſelf, make haſte, or be always ready; w 
| TE | | th 


„Mark xiii. 37. + Gal. ii. 20. f 1 Cor. xv. 10. 
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mis can never do any thing beiter, whatever it 
boaſts, than build for thee and others a Babel of con- 
fuſion.— Therefore, let him that hath an ear, liear 
what the ſpirit ſaith unte the Churches, in order to 
gather all that will follow the Lamb, into the living 
goſpel worſhip in ſpirit and in truth, within the 
inward temple. | 
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On 7th day, the 12th of 12th month, I attended 
the ſelect quarterly meeting at Fairfax; next day 
the publick meeting; and, on ſecond-day, one for 
publick worſhip and the diſcipline of the church ; 
and, on third-day, a large publick meeting for the 
youth and others. I was ſhut up throughout, ex- 
cept ſome cloſe communications in the ſelect meet- 
ing, and in that for publick worſhip on firſt-day. 
My foul was deeply diſtrefſed under a ſenſe that 
ſome were neglecting an inward feeling after God, 
and were fooliſhly looking out for words.—Oh |! 
now this wounds the living, and adds to the bonds 
= cf thoſe who have no other to look to but the Lord 
one!] ſcarce any thing tends more powerfully to 
© {hut up the ſprings of life.—qth-day 16th, attended 
= the mid-week meeting at the ſame place; and next 
day had a good meeting at the Gap; and on 6th 
and 7th days, ſeeing no way to go forward, I reſted, 
wrote, and waited further Sire&tons, 


On iſt-day, the 20th, I attended thE meeting 
again at Fairfax; our friend Peter Y arnall alſo at- 
tended it, on a religious viſit. I fat long in ſuffer- 
ing filence ; but at length, ſtanding up, got for- 
ward with much difficulty; ſuch mountains of ob- 
ſtruction lying in my way, ariſing from the ſtates 
of fome — * as I believed, that I feemed not 
enabled to get along far, before I found it beſt to fit 
down, rather abruptly ; and fitting quiet and ſtill 
in mind, although I doubt not but many preſent 
ought me a fool, yet I felt reſigned to endure 
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their ridicule.— But after fitting a good while, and 
finding 1 could not leave the place eaſy, and the 
meeting having continued already to an unuſual 
length, I ſtood up again, intending to defire another 
meeting next day; but as I was not haſty to utter 
any thing, but waited to feel and ſee my way in 
every word, I went on from one ſentence to another 
for ſome time, ſtill expecting to requeſt another 
meeting, but I could not find liberty ſo to do; inſtead 
thereof finding my mind gradually and unexpectedly 
opened and enlarged, until Truth reigned over all 
I attained at length a great degree of relief to my 
mind—the meeting ended abundantly more to my 
ſatisfaction, and ſome others, than I had expected 
— bleſſed be the Helper of Iſrael, who ſtill as of 


old, leadeth the blind in paths they have not 
* known.'® 


On 4th-day, the 25th, I had an open good meet- 
ing at Buſh-Creek in Maryland, having croſſed the 
great river Patowmack on 2d-day, being, as I hope, 
clear of Virginia.——-On $5th-day, 26th, had a very 
good open meeting at Pipe-Creek in Maryland ; 
and on ſeventh-day at Monallen in Pennſylvania, 
and ſo on to Huntington, Warrington, Newbury, 
and York, having meetings at each of theſe places 
to good ſatisfaction. At York I had three, the 
two laſt laborious; but I felt in good degree clear 
of the town. And on 6th-day, the 1 of 1ſt 
month, 1790, I went to a place called Wright's 
Ferry, on the river Suſquehanna, where I had a 
pretty good meeting at the widow Wright's houſe 
— and the three next days, three bleſſed meetings at 
Lancaſter, Lampeter, and Sadſbury; then on Fer 
the 5th, another ſuch at Eaſt Nottingham in Mary- 
land-—Next day another ſuch at Weſt Notting- 
ham in Maryland—and the day following another 
xt Little-Britain in Peanſyivania ; and on ys + 
N YET the 
* Ifai; xlii. 16. 
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the 8th, a bleſſed and very open one at Deer-Creek, 
over Suſquehanna in Maryland —On firſt-day, the 
Toth, through deep ſuffering, I was confiderably 
opened and enlarged in the fore and afternoon meet- 
ings at Baltimore. I ſtaid a few days in this place, 
and then rode to Little Falls, attending meeting 
there on 5th-day, the 14th ; and ſo on to Saſſafras, 
(ion the eaſtern ſhore of Maryland) Head of Cheſter, 
= George-Town, Cecil, Cheſter meeting, 2nd Cheſ- 
S ter-Town; then to Churchill, Queen- Ann's, and 
Tuckahpe ; having open good meetings at all theſe 
places, to the humiliation of my mind, and bowing 
me into thankfulneſs and proftration before the 
Lord, who alone giveth ability for every religious 
ſervice — Next day, being 3d of the week, and 26th 
of the month, I attended the quarterly meeting of 
Z miniſters and elders at Third- Haven; the two next 
days was held the quarterly meeting for church diſ- 
= Ccipline ; on the day following the monthly meeting 
there. The two firſt of theſe four days were pain- 
fully exerciſing ; but through patience in tribulation, 
and not preſuming to put forth a hand, or go for- 
ward, until the Shepherd of lſrae] went before me, 
leading me on in the openings of light and life, I ar 
length obtained deliverance, triumphed over all op- 
poſition, and coming forth from under that weight 
4 of death and darkneſs 1 had felt, found renewed 
= ability the two laſt days thoroughly to relieve my 
mind among them; which was not only to the re- 
proof of the lukewarm and diſobedient, but abun- 
dantly to the watering and refreſhment of thoſe who 
were truly hungering and thirſting after righteouſ- 
neſs. I was made ſenſible that there was preſent a q 
little remnant who truly loved the Lord, and whoſe | 
meat and drink it was to do his will; and bleſſed be h 
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his holy name for ever, they, with my own foul | : 
were eminently filled. | 1 
Next day I had a meeting at the Bay-ſide ; it was ; 


Glent 
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ſilent and dull for' a long time; after which my 
mouth was opened in the pure goſpel ſpring, and 
the meeting continued ſome conſiderable time 
longer, in a very open and relieving manner; the 
nature of goſpel worſhip and of all real goſpel 
miniſtry, being largely opened to the people—may 
it faſten as a nail in a fure place. Oh! how I have 
mourned before the Lord, under a ſenſe of the death 
and formality. which reigns in Chriſtendom ! for 
want of waiting for divine help, and through puſh. 
ing forward in man's time and ability, which brings 
forth but a form of godlineſs and devotion, without 
the life and power of it. 


On 1ſt-day the 31ſt, I had a very large and highly 
favoured meeting at Third-Haven, among the in- 
habitants of the town, many of whom had not 
been at any of the preceding meetings there. Gof- 
pel light ſhined eminently among us, and I hope 
and believe inſtruction was ſealed on ſome minds 
preſent, in a manner not eaſily to be eraſed. — The 
two next days we had meetings at Choptank and 
Marſhy-Creek, both precious ſeaſons after long 
waiting. The two days following theſe, we were 
at meeting with the Nicholites (fo called) at two of 
their meeting-houſes; and, after long and painful 
waiting, I laboured among them, I hope to the be- 
nefit of ſome of their ſouls. 


After this we went into Delaware ftate, and had 
meetings at our friend Baptis Lay's at Cold Spring, 
Lewis- Town, Three-Runs, Mother-kill, Frederico, 
and Mother-kill again. We were helped through 
to profit and relief in them all; though moſtly in a 

much to the ſubjection of our own creaturely 
wills. Oh! what need there is to lie low, and 
riſe only as the pure life ariſes, leſt we be found 
effering ftrange fire, or lifting up a tool on the 
Lord's altar,-Contentment in a 41 ſtate, and 
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moving on gently in the real neceſſity, is highly ac- 


ceptable to him without whom we can do nothing. 


Here we acknowledge his might, his right to com- 


' mand even faithfulneſs in the little, which fails not 


if we rightly obey, to make us, in his own time, 
rulers over much ; and ſometimes to our own great 
admiration.— Indeed it was ſo in ſeveral of theſe 
meetings—that at Lewis- Town aid that at Frede- 
rico being times of high favour : the people were 
moſtly not of our ſociety, no meeting of Friends 
being uſually held at either place. Alſo the meet- 
ings at Mother-kill were in the end, ſeaſons of en- 
largement, though through difficulty, hard labour, 
and cloſe inward attention; eſpecially the laſt, 
wherein the Lord eminently evinced to us, beyond 
all room for doubt, that when he opens, none can 
fhut—for he did remarkably both ſhut and open,“ 
and even before he opened the way in full elearneſs, 
he brought us under a neceſſity of labouring in the 
little, wherein dear Mary Berry, a ſkilful labourer, 
was made victorious ; but we both found, that, 
move ever fo carefully and gently, as in the real 
neceſſity, it was not for a long ſeaſon the Lord's 
time or will to open fully or give us to _ : the 
ſeed was under ſuffering, and we muſt ſuffer with 
it, and did very deeply and painfully, and laboured 


in great bowedach and abaſement.—But bleſſed be 
the Lord God of Iſrael, in his own time ever beſt, 


he marvellouſly aroſe—opened the way with clear- 


neſs: then all that was oppoſed proved unable - to 
ſhut it. | 8 


We then had meetings at Dover and Little Creek, 


both highly favoured; at the cloſe of that at Little 
Creek, I had to part with my ſaid friend my 
Berry, Richard Bartlet, his wife a worthy friend, 
and John Dickenſon ; a tender parting it was, not 


eaſily to be forgotten—may the Lord hold them, 


ang 


* Rev. iii. 7. 
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and my own ſou], in his holy hand for ever —0On 


2d-day the 14th, we were at Duck - Creek; 24-day 
at Appoquinamink ; 4th, at White-Clay Greet. 
5th, at Wilmington—all good open 7 1 eg 
two firſt very relieving—m the two laſt relief was 
obtained through cloſe attention and creaturely ſub. 
jection. I then went to Philadelphia —On firſt. 
day the 20th, I attended, in the forenoon, the 


meeting at Pine- Street ; afternoon at the Bank, and 


in the evening at Market-Street.—On 2d-day the 


ſelect morning meeting; 3d-day monthly meeting 
at the Bank; 4th-day the monthly meeting at Pine- 
Street; 5th-day preparative meeting at Market. 
Street, where alſo was a marriage ; and on 6th-day 
the monthly meeting of Friends . to Market- 
Street meeting. My mind was deeply baptized into 
ſympathy with the ſuffering ſeed in all theſe mtet- 
ings—but as I was favoured and enabled to keep in 
the life, and attentive to the openings thereof, I got 
relief from day to day, in a line of cloſe plain deal- 
ing, which was to me very laborious ; to ſome 
preſent very alarming ; and to others greatly conſo- 
lating and encouraging. 


And now, finding my mind greatly relieved from 
a heavy weight of exerciſe, | had to behold the 
great danger of taking my flight on a day of-reft and 
pleaſantneſs.— Oh, how careful ought we to be in 
all our words and aCtions, leſt, feeling eaſe and 
liberty in our minds, we tranſgreſs the holy limits 
and boundaries of Truth; offend ſome of the little 
ones; and wound our own fouls ! Oh, thou only 
preſerver of men, preſerve me, I pray thee, in a 
humble watchful ſtate, with mine eye ſingle to thy 
holy light, both in heights and depths, henceforth 
for ever. Amen. 


On jth-day the 27th, 1 left the city, and rode 
to Byberry, to the houſe of that deeply experienced 
miniſter 
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rainiſter of the goſpel James Thornton, whom I 
much loved and honoured—his health was ill, but 
J felt him to be alive in the everlaſting truth; .I 
felt near and dear unity with him in the inward 
covenant of divine life, where 1 ſaw and felt him 
hid with Chriſt in God; grown up to the ſtature 
of a man in Chriſt, and into the heavenly authorit 
and eſtabliſhment, as a pillar in the temple of God, 
that ſhall go vo more out — l was much edified by 
his converſation, and judicious unaffected remarks. 
—Oh ! that my latter end may be like his Next 
day I attended the meeting at faid Byberry, and be- 
ing livingly opened into the ſtate of things among 
them, and helped to diſcharge my mind in Truth's 
holy authority, I felt great relief and ſatisfaction. 
And the day following, having ſpent a little more 
time with my dear friend James Thornton, and 
viſued his fon Joſeph, a choice young man, but 
very low, and likely before long to finiſh his courſe 
here, I parted with them in fulneſs of goſpel en- 
dearment, and rode to Wrightſtown, where next 
day I had an open precious time at their monthly 
meeting, Then went home with my dear friend 
John Simpſon, who, having been on a religious 
viſit in New-England ſince | left home, had kindly 
viſited my dear wife and family, to his own, and I 
doubt not to their ſatisfaction and comfort, 


Next day the 4th of the week and third of the 
month, I went to fee my kind friend Thomas 
Smith and his family, of Buckingham, where, and 
at whoſe houſe, my dear former companion Joſeph 
Mitchel was fick and died. We were glad to ſee 
each other; and Thomas kindly rode with me 
to Kingwood; in Weſt New- Jerſey, over the river 
Delaware, where, on fifth-day, I had a good refreſh- 
ing meeting—and another on 6th day at our friend 


Joſeph Moore's, to a degree of ſatisfaction. Then 


I returned to Kingwood, parting with Thomas at 
Joſeph 
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ofeph Moore's. I ſtaid at Kingwood (not being 
clear) until after the meeting on firſt-day the th 
of the month; an open, large, and enlarged meet- 
ing it was, to my great relief, and I truſt to the 

ing benefit of divers others. I then had meetin 

on. third-day at Hardwick, and fifth-day at Mend- 
ham—in both Truth wrought relief and enlarge- 
ment. And feeling clear of theſe parts, I went to 
New-Y ork, where, on firſt-day the 14th, my mind 
and mouth were livingly opened which had never 
been the caſe in that city before, ſilence having 
always been my lot when there; but now my 
tongue was looſed, though in a cloſe and ſomewhat 
alarming manner, yet greatly to my own peace, 
both fore and afternoon—after which was held, by 
appointment, an evening meeting; it was large, 
and dear Ifaac Everett, of Penalylvants, now on 
his return from a religious viſit into New-England, 
was * opened and favoured in this evening 
meeting.—I alſo had a few words in this meeting, 
and then felt clear of the city. But dear Ifaac ap- 
pointed another meeting next day—1 ſtaid and at- 
tended it—he was helped to declare deep truths in 
Truth's authority—and the defire of my heart was, 
and is, that they may be duly regarded. 


On zaͤ-day left the city, and was the next day at 
monthly meeting at Weſtbury on Long-lfland ; 
gth-day at the monthly mecting at Jericho; 6th-day 
at meeting at Martinicock ; 95th-day at Cow- Neck; 
firſt day at Weſtbury again; and on 2d day at 
Bethphage—on the whole being greatly relieved in 
ſpirit after theſe meetings, wherein I had known 
much ſubjection of the creaturely will, I found my 
mind * clear and eaſy: and fo, taking a hearty 
farewell of my dear friends on the land, I ſet out 
for New-England, and got home to my dear wife 
and family on 75th-day, the 27th of ſaid third month. 
And being thankful in heart in finding _— 
uſual 
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uſual health, and having to believe that I had finiſh- 
ed the ſervice required of me at this time, and had 
been directed and enabled to return as I went forth, 
in the Lord's own time and will, I bowed low in 
inward awfulneſs and proſtration before him, once 
more giving up and dedicating my life and my all 
to his ſervice, in full faith and aflurance that, if I 
rely wholly on him, and remain to be given up to 
be juſt where and what he pleaſes, go at his com- 
mand, and come at his command, ant at lis com- 
mand ftand {til}, he will not fail or forſake me; 
but will bear up, ſupport, and preſerve, _—_ all 
toſſings, tempeſts, and dangers, both inward and out- 

ward; and that though the fig-tree ſhould not 
+ bloſſom, nor fruit be in the vine; though the la- 
* bour of the olive ſhould fail, the flocks be cut off 
from the fold, and no herd be in the ſtall; though 
all earthly conſolation ſhould fail; yet ſtill I may, 
and if ſteadfaſtly patient and faithful, certainly ſhall, 
amidſt all conflicts, dangers, and toils, at times and 
ſeaſons, * rejoice in the Lord, and joy in the God 
* of my ſalvation ;** and finally ſing his praiſe for 


ever, in that habitation, the houſe not made with 
hands, eternal in the heavens. 


My dear wife and children, as alſo my friends, 
appeared glad of my ſafe return to them again; and 
on my own part, 1 was truly glad once more to be 
fayoured with their endeared company and conver- 
ſation may we all fo abide in the holy root of life, 
and ſo under the influence and direction of the in- 
ward light, as that we may be mutual helps and en- 
couragements to each other, in the arduous path 
and pilgrimage of a truly chriſtian life, through the 
remaining courſe of time allotted us in this vale of 
tears, this ſcene of viciſſitudes, tribulations, and joys. 


I was out on this exerciſing journey a year and 


about 
* Haba. ili. 27, 18. 
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about fifteen days, and travelled, by computation, 
about five thouſand three hundred miles. And 
though my trials and inward exerciſes have often 
been more deeply proving than I have words to con. 
vey to any who have not travelled a path of like 
painful experience; yet 1 have ever found, that 2 
faith and patience have been abode in, and ſuffer. 
ings quietly ſubmitted to, the reſult has been, a 
coming forth with ſongs of praiſe and maps 
into the victory and dominion of Truth, and the 
| pany” liberty of the ſons of God.—And I think 
J may fay, that through divine help, without which 
T know I can do nothing, I have been preſerved 
through ſome of the deepeſt probations, and tribu- 
lations of my life, in more conſtant reſignation to 
the divine will, than ever was for a like ſpace of 
time, and under equal extremity of trial, and varicd 
anxiety, my attainment and experience before — 
Bleſſed for ever, over all, be the great name of th: 


Lord, and to him be all the praiſe. 


CHAP, 
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An account of his wife's laſt ſickneſs and death —ſome 
of her dying ſayings, and his peculiar exerciſes and 
trials at that time, and eſpecially on that occaſion. 


AVING thus performed the ſervice required. 
of me in the ſouthern ſtates, I * near 
three years at and about home; and had, as uſual, 
many cloſe trials and beſetments to paſs through 
from time to time, till in the 7th month 1791, it 
pleaſed the Moſt High to prove me in a very near 
and heart- exerciſing manner, in the removal by 
death of my dearly beloved wife. This trial came 
at a time when I was otherways deeply plunged in- 
to many probations, both inwardly and outwardly. 
My ſtate indeed to me bore a lively reſemblance to 
that of Job of old—wave on wave, and ſorrow up- 
on ſorrow, ſeemed almoſt ready to ſwallow me up. 
But the Lord had an end in all my forrows.—And 
had he not been with me in the deeps, and borne up 
my head above the waves, I had been ſwallowed up 
ſuddenly, and drowned in the mighty waters of af- 
fli ction! 


thought before my wife's ſickneſs, it was ver 


doubtful whether I ſhould ever get lafely through 


my n beſetments: but alas! in the midſt of 
8, 


theſe tria 


it pleaſed the Lord to take from me the 
dear partner of my joys, and ſympathiſer in my ſor- 
rows. —She was confined to her bed- chamber two 
weeks, during great part of which time, ſhe was in 
exquiſite bodily pain, which ſhe bore with becom- 
ing patience. One day ſhe lay ſtill and quiet, as if 
ſhe was in a lumber ; but on hearing it remarked 
at night, that it had been a favourable day to her as 
to pain, ſhe ſaid, it had been a day of much pain to 
her, though ſhe had not complained, for ſhe felt no 
liberty to complain 7 found it her place to bear 

2 all 
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all that was laid upon her patiently. I kept an ac. 
count of divers lively expreſſions which drop 
from her in her ſickneſs, and which abundantly 
evinced her reſignation of mind and acquieſcence 
with the diviue will in regard to her approaching dif. 
folution, which ſhe ſeemed clearly ſenſible of, and 
divers times ſpake of ; but what I wrote got miſlaid, 
and I have not fince found it; I much regret the 
lofs of it, and eſpecially becauſe her advice to our 
dear children might have been very uſeful;—She alſo 
gave very ſuitable advice to her brothers and ſiſters, 
and expreſſed her thankfulneſs to her parents for their 
watchful and even reſtraining care exerciſed towards 
her in her younger years, when ſhe uſed to think a 
little more liberty would have been no harm ; but 
now ſhe faw ſhe was then too ignorant of the dan- 
gerous tendency of thoſe liberties, and rejoiced that 
they did not give way to her inclinations.—She 
preſſed it upon her brothers and fiſters to remember 
their parents in their old age—told them, they had 
done much for them when they were unable to help 
themſelves—that now they were growing old and fee- 
ble, they ſhould be kind to them, and not forget them. 
She alſo defired them not to forget their brother, 
(meaning myſelf) ſaying, he will have many af. 
© flictions to paſs through, with much care.— And 
* likewiſe forget not theſe little children, they will 
* miſs their mother, and need the care of their un- 
© cles and aunts.” And ſpeaking to one of her ſiſ- 
ters, ſaid, * thou haſt done a great deal for them, 
and muſt not think of doing leſs when their mo- 
ther is gone. 


She charged it upon our children to be obedient to 
their father, loving to one another, and good to their 
aged grandfather, —Two Friends coming in, who f 
had both been widowers, after ſeveral other wes) | 
expreſſions, ſhe deſired them not to forget the «/- 
Hicted told them they knew ſomething of 5 
N tri 
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trials as her dear huſband would be ſurrounded with, 
and that ſhe hoped they would not be unmindful of 
him, —l can ſcarcely write this account without 
mourning the loſs of that I wrote from day to day 
in her Gknefs. 


One day, after expreſſing her entire willingneſs 
to be taken hence at this time, ſhe ſaid to me, * but 
I have ſeveral times thought 1 ſhould have been 
willing to have taken the care of theſe dear chil- 
* dren a little longer, if it had been the divine will 
* —and I have thought, if it might have been fo 
© ordered, I could have given up every thing that 
might have been called for, even if it had been to 
* give thee up to travel in truth's ſervice, let the 
time be longer or ſhorter : I have always given 
thee up with a good degree of cheerfulneſs, and 
have been ſupported in thy abſence beyond my 
expectation; and yet I have often thought, ſince 
thy return from thy laſt journey, that I did not 
know that I could ever give thee up again, or bear 
up in thy abſence; but in this ſickneſs I have felt 
as though I could give up all, if 1 might be ſpared 
a little longer to help along in the care of the 
children—it has feemed to me that I ſhould give 
thee up, my dear huſband, to go where-ever the 
Lord might lead thee—it has ſeemed ſo, but may 
be it would not be fo with me, if I ſhould be 
tried with it ; and perhaps 1 ſhall be taken away, 
that thou mayeſt be ſet more fully at liberty to at- 
tend to the Lord's requirings, in whatever part of 

the world he may fee meet to employ thee. Then 
ſhe expreſſed her deep ſenſe of my kindneſs to her 
in her ſickneſs, and her heart-felt ſympathy with 
me in my trials, paſt, preſent, and to come, and 
her living defires for my ſupport and preſervation 
through all, to the end of my race, in ſuch a mov- 
ing manner, that the freſh ſenſe thereof melts my 
heart when I recollect the time and ſubſtance of the 

3 cConverſation 


r . ©... 


214 JOURNAL OF 


converſation—and I truſt I ſhall not ſoon, if ever, 
forget the endearment and folemnity attending it. 


On my going into the room very ſhortly before 
the ſcene was. cloſed with her here, ſhe expreſſed 
reat gladneſs at ſeeing me, and that ſhe had been 
firing me to come—l believe ſhe was ſenſible her 
end was juſt  approaching..-She expreſſed great 
thankfulneſs to her dear young friend A. A. for the 
great care ſhe had taken of her through the night. 
All that was alive in me was moved at this time, 
for 1 ſaw ſhe was juſt going. Oh ! how expreflive- 
ly, ſhe looked upon me ! how endearing her ex- 
preſhons | but ſhe was ſoon paſt converſation, and 
refigned her ſoul up to him who gave it, on the 
morning of the 5th of the 7th month 1791, dying 
of a putrid diforder, and was buried the 6th, in 
Friends burying ground in Providence. 


Through divine help my mind was pretty well 
ſtayed, though deeply affected, and tenderly moved 
through her ſickneſs, death, and burial. And thro” 
all, and after all, I have this conſolation, that her 
ſoul was centred in divine love, and ſweetened with 
a fore-taſte of heavenly enjoyment. And though 
Nr to me the ſeparation, and trying in many of 
my lonely moments; yet in God I have confidence 
and hope of conſolation, and I dare not do any other 
than bleſs his holy name in every trial; and if he 
but preſerves my ſoul alive in him, and faithful in 


his covenant ; all elſe I yield to his all- wiſe diſpoſal. 


Many a mournful day and anxious night did I 
paſs through, in this my loneſome condition, and 
in a deep-felt ſenſe of the buffetings of Satan with- 
in, and certain outward probations, in wiſdom ſut- 
{ered to beſet me. I ſaw clearly I muſt be redeemed 
from many things wherein ſome are taking ſatisfac- 
tion, if I would live wholly unto God, I ſaw — 
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that he ſuffered me to be many ways afflicted, in 
order that I might be ſo redeemed. Sometimes 
it ſeemed as if I could ſcarce live through my in- 
ward baptiſms, and outward beſetments; yet till 
preſſed forward, until, in a time of deep diſtreſs, I 


found relief and conſolation, in remembering, that 


ſome of the moſt diſtrefſing mornings of my life, 
have been followed by ſome of the moſt happy and 


| joyful evenings, and fome of the moſt melancholy 


evenings, by mornings of moſt ſubſtantial gladneſs 
therefore drew the following concluſion : I will 
ſtrive to moderate my joy in the moment of proſ- 
perity—and in the hour of adverſity, I will endea- 
vour to hope; for though ſorrow may remain for 
the night, yet joy cometh in the morning. 
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Extract from his diary, and an account of his viſit 
| into Connecticut. | 


7th mo. 12th. FEEL that I ſtand in need of a re- 

1791. newal of my flrength, in regard 
to religious lite and progreſs, and am afreſh con- 
firmed, a chriſtian's life is (as he minds his proper 
buſineſs) a continual warfare Oh my ſoul, watch 
and pray continually—and think not to get forward 
Tightly by an intermitting watch ; a watch ſome- 
times pretty well maintained; and anon, almoſt or 
quite wholly neglected; for be aſſured the enemy 
will make an inroad upon thee, if thou thus ne- 
gleCteſt the watch. O holy Father, and Fountain 
of light, life, and ſtrength, I pray thee, enable me 
to watch and pray without ceaſing. 


16th day. Afflicted and not comforted; yet 
dare not let go my hold, nor look out to viſibles for 
enjoyment. My ſtate ſeemed that of almoſt total 
abſtinence. 23d. Humbled and bowed in grateful 
proſtration and reverence, in contemplating on the 
© wonderful goodneſs of God to mankind through all 
ages, eſpecially in opening and revealing, by his 
holy ſpirit, the deep things of his heavenly — 
dom to poor frail man. — 27th, a day of great de- 

liverance and enlargement in goſpel authority in the 
miniſtry and doctrine of Chriſt—and ſome faithful 
labours for the good of the brethren in a more pri- 
vate way—28th, fat under my own vine and fig- 
tree, where none could make 1 th, 1 no 
yet need of dying daily, have in egree ſub- 
mitted to it this day. / Lord, * thine hand 
ſpare, nor thine eye pity, till thou bringeſt forth 
judgment unto victory in me.— th of 8th mo. I 
feel that my God has greatly weaned, and is wean- 
ing me; but I want to be able to ſay, through and 
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with my Saviour, I have overcome the world.“ 
I greatly deſire fully and unreſervedly to die to every 
thing that is not of the Father, whether it be of the 
world, the fleſh, or the devil—in ſhort, to know 
an overcoming of all evil, and all evil motions and 
deſires, fo as that they may die at the root. And, 
indeed, this is the only true and effectual overcom- 
ing; for * nowalſo the ax is laid unto the root of 
the tree, t not the branches only to lop and crop 
them, but to cut up the tree at the very root. And 
talk what men will of imputation—none are thoſe 
overcomers to whom «the promiſe is made and will 


be performed, that they ſhall * eat of the hidden 


* manna'f—* have a right to the tree of life re- 
* ceive a white ſtone and a new name'—* enter in 
through the gates into the city, and be made pil- 
lars in the temple of God, that ſhall go no more. 
* out.'$" But thoſe who maintain the warfare againſt 
ſin, until Satan is wholly bruiſed under them, and. 
the © law of the ſpirit, of life in Chriſt Jeſus ſet 
them free from the law of ſin and death,'—Oh ! 
bleſſed holy God, and Father of all our ſure mercies, 
lead on, I pray thee, as thou haſt begun, my exer- 


ciſed foul, through all the remaining ſteps and ſta- 


ges of ſanctification, until true judgment break 
orth unto victory over all fin in me. 


6th. —Bleſſed be the name of the Lord !—the 
work goes on, righteouſneſs is laid to the line, and 
judgment to the plumb-line, in my foul. .. Lord, 
ſpare not, nor ſtay thy. hand, cleanſe thoroughly 
the floor af my heart, and burn up all the chaff in 
me with thy baptizing unquenchable fire. —1gth, 
I feel much reconciled to the divine will, and there- 
in to all my ſufferings and affliftions, inward and 
outward; and do not with them removed until they 
have done all, for which the Lord leads me 1 
_ them. 

John xvi. 33. + Matt. iii. 10. ; Rev. ii. 17. 


4 xxii, 14. iii. 12, 
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them. And further, it is my defire, that I ma 

never ſeek or take fatisfaftion in any thing this 
world affords, otherwiſe than according to God's 
moſt holy will ; but that T may receive every 
bleſſing, every favour, comfort, and conſolation, 
as alſo every trial, affliction, croſs, and diſappoint- 
ment, as coming from his hand—and ſo learn truly 
to * rejoice evermore, and in every thing give 
* thanks:'** So let it be, O Lord my God, for 
ever, may I, in every purſuit, attend to thy counſel 
and direction, may I ſee in thy light, thatit isneceſſary 
and expedient that I be engaged in this or that, either 
ſpiritual or temporal vocation—may I be ever ready 
and willing to purſue every neceſlary engagement, 
exerciſe and labour, of either kind—may a firm re- 
liance on thy providential care and bleffing, prevent 
all improper haſte or anxiety—may I purſue, from 
day to day, the work and proper buſineſs of the day 
with ſuitable diligence, moderation, and compoſure, 
unanxious for the event, or for what may be to- 
morrow, or ſome future time; but firmly believing 
that all things will, and do work together for the 
good of every ſoul that truly loves thee—and that 
the only right way for me to promote the proſperity 
of my future days, is, to act well my part to-day, | 
in thy counſel ; 4 the diſpoſal of events to thy 

providential wiſdom and goodneſs.— Thus will day 
unto day utter ſpeech, and night unto night ſhew 
knowledge.—One day's work, being rightly done, 
will tend towards the right opening to, and perform- 
ing aright, the work and ſervice of the ſucceeding 
day—and here will be found no occaſion to antici- 
pate the difficulties of the morrow, for * ſufficient 
« unto the day is the evil thereof.“ f On the one 
hand, there will be no time to be idle—nor on the 
other, to be over anxious or troubled. —It ſparrows 
fall not to the ground without God's providence— 
ſurely he will never leave nor forſake the ſoul that 


truſteth 
* x3 Thefl, v. 16 18. + Matt. vi. 34. 
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truſteth in him.—The life indeed is more than 
meat, and the body than raiment. 


21ſt. Highly favoured and greatly relieved was 
my exerciſed mind, in the pe, at Uxbridge.— 
Truth's teſtimony flowed like oil, and important 
doctrines were therein opened to the people. —28th. 
This morning, I truſt, my mind is in ſubjection to 
the divine will, though heavily laden with inward 
exerciſe. Oh, gracious God, deliver me from all 
evil, and make me wholly thine EIn our forenoon 
meeting my ſoul praiſed God in filent adoration, on 
the banks of heart-felt deliverance. Dear Mar 
Ridgeway and Jane Watſon, from Ireland — f 
and were livingly opened in the word of the Lord, 
and ſpake with lite and preciſion to ſeveral ſtates pre- 
ſent. I think words never dropt from human li 
that ever ſank deeper into my heart, than a few that 
dear Mary uttered towards the claſe of her teſtimo- 
ny—ſpeaking to the Lord's tried ſervants, mention- 
ed, that where Chriſt is, there they muſt be; and 
that ſhe had felt her mind very nearly united in 
deep ſympathy with ſome very cloſely tried fouls 
preſent ; ſhe added, And it is with me juſt to re- 
© vive in the remembrance of theſe, what Chriſt 
© ſaid to his dear diſciples, Te are they which have 
continued with me in my temptations, and I appoint 
© unto you a kingdom, Oh, there is deep mean- 
ing in it ; my ſoul felt it in the everlaſting covenant 
of divine light and life, and well underſtood the 
meaning of it. Verily, unleſs we not only know 
what it 1s to be with him in his temptations now 
and then a little while, but to continue with him 
to the end without 1 we cannot reign 
with him in his kingdom. 
the ſore and almoſt inexpreſſible tribulations and 
conflicts that are endured by ſuch for a ſeaſon, as do 


truly 


* Luke xxii. 28. 29. 
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truly and faithfully continue with him in his temptati- 
ons] Formaliſts may dream, conceive, and talk about 
them ; but none know the depth thereof, but fuch 
as do, through all pain, peril, and probation, con- 
tinue with him. Bow low, Oh my ſoul, and bleſs 
his name for ever, that he has thus far enabled thee 
to be with him, not on his reign, but again and 
again in poverty, ſufferings, and death Thou 
knoweſt, thou deeply, painfully, and joyfully 
knoweſt, that this leads to, and muſt precede thy 
fellowſhip with him in glory. But fing, O ye hea- 
vens, and ſhout for joy, ye redeemed ſouls on earth; 
as the pilgrimage, chourh painful, 1s right conti- 
nued, and he 1s continued with through all ; every 
ſigh, and every ſorrow, is far more than compenſated 
to us, by the conſolation that follows, when the an- 
gels miniſter to him and us, as fellow-heirs of God, 

ea, joint-heirs of glory ; therefore, Oh thou tribu- 
lated follower of Ghrift, in the regeneration, hold 
on thy way, faint not, hold faſt that thou haſt re- 
ceived ; let no man take thy crown; be thou faith- 


ful unto death, and he will give thee a crown of 
life. 


Afternoon, my ſoul bowed low before the Lord 
in reverent, thankful adoration, and bleſſed his holy 
name.—And may his name be bleſſed and praiſed for 
ever by me, and all the living. -Oh, the living, the 
living— they alone can praiſe him—the ms | may 
ſing in the dead letter; but cannot praiſe nor cele- 
brate the name of the Lord Almighty. This has 
been a day of divine favour, after a ſcene of almoſt 
unutterable anxiety and bitterneſs of ſoul often for 
many days and weeks paſt ; the exerciſes that attend- 
ed me, the Lord my God alone is fully acquaint- 
ed with. But enough it is, that he knows them 
thoroughly, and that with him in ſecret every ſigh 
is numbered, and every tear bottled up in remem- 
brance ; and will certainly, as his will is ſteadily a- 


bode 
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bode in, be changed into wine, new, in his heaven- 
ly kingdom. Amen, Amen—thy will, O God, be 
fas r ever! | 


gth month, 1ſt, The Lord, the God of my life, 
was graciouſly pleaſed to fill my ſoul with the over- 
flowing of divine love, and inſhinings of divine 
light, which continued with me until late in the 
night, and wherein I have been much inſtructed — 
And, O Lord, my God, I humbly crave of thee to 
enable me, rightly, to ſettle, or to have and know, 
through thy help, rightly ſettled in my mind, every 
neceſſary rule, limit, and regula ion of life; and that 
thou wouldſt ſteadily hold my hand, and guide m 
feet, in ways that will pleaſe thee, until every fuel 
rule and limitation, receive the ſanction in my 
heart of a divine law, that is not to be broken again 
for ever; yea, until a confirmed and habitual ob- 
ſcrvance of them ſhall have confarmed my whole 
life thereunto ; and therein to thy divine will, and 
heavenly image. Amen | 


1oth month, 4th. Jeſus Chriſt is my only hope 
of glory—:my only conſolation in every wo, O, I 
long to be wholly his at all tumes—1 long to be able 
to 2 continually and truly. my ſoul is even as a 
* weaned child.'* It is delightful to me to feel my- 
ſelf like a child—that is, weaned from what I moſt 
delighted in—yea, from much if any remaining de- 
light in any thing but the love of God ſhed abroad 
in my ſoul.— ioth month, 6th. Still thankful for 
preſervation, and begging to be preferved; much 
broken off from all creaturely dependence, and all 
human, all earthly conſolation ; caring very little 
where | am, or may be; what I am, or may be 
about; or what does, or may happen to me; fo 
that in and through all I may be preſerved from all 
fin. I ſcarce have any with about my life, whether 
| X I may 


* Pſal. cxxx1i. 2. 
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I may live long, or be ſoon releaſed ; whether 1 
may have little or much of this world ; little or 
much toil of body or mind ; little or much of the 

favours and friendſhip, or the frowns and reproaches 
of man=ſo that through all, I may dwell ſteadfaſtly 
given up to the will of my God. 


. _ . 


Ioth month 7th. O, thou ever watchful, and 
unſlumbering Shepherd of Iſrael, I beg and beſeech 
thee, on the bended knees of my (proſtrated foul, 
that thou wouldſt ariſe and ſave ; and ſuffer me not 
to crave thine aid in vain. O, make I pray thee, my 
feelings, on the approach of every temptation, quick 
and lively, in watchfulneſs and reſiſtance — all 
ſin; and raiſe in the inmoſt of my ſoul, an unabated 
and unremitting abhorrence of all evil; and even of 
all that tends to lead the mind into it, or weakens its 
fortitude, or abates its perſeverance in holy wreſtling 
warfare an watchfulneſs againſt it—For, Oh my 
God and my all ; I cannot be willing to continue in 
fin ; 1 cannot conſent to let thee go, or ceaſe my 
wreſtling with thee, until thou bleſs me, and pre- 
ſerveſt my ſoul from all pollution and defilement.— 
Oh haſten, I pray thee, my deliverance from all 
evil, and bruiſe Satan under my feet ; for thine 
is the power, the kingdom, and glory, for ever. — 


Amen. 


t1oth month 8th. I renewed covenant with God, 
in the name of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, through his 
help, to be given up, and wholly devoted to his will 
and diſpoſal : therefore, in awful proſtration, humi- 
lity, abaſement, and total renunciation of my own 
ability without thee, I caſt my care wholly upon 
thee ; and look up to thee and thy holy habitation 
for aid. I am ſure I can do nothing without thee 
Il am fully perſuaded, through thee I can do all 
things required of me. O holy Father, thou knoweſft 
that I love thee—that I love thee above all wy, 

| an 
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and that I would rather lay down my life, than live 
to ſin againſt thee. O keep my ſoul alive, and ſuf- 
fer it not to have cauſe again to deplore a renewed 
deviation from the way of life and ſalvation ; but as 
ſoon as Satan attempts to enſnare, give me, I pray 
thee, to behold him—to riſe up in thine invincible 


life and power againſt him, and therein to tread him 
under my feet. 


roth month 18th. This day I am forty years old. 

I have gone through many deep probations—have 
many conſiderable ſacrifices for the ſake 

of peace of mind—and have alſo at times come 
ſhort of that ſtrictneſs of life, watch, and devotion, 
which I have believed Truth required of me. O 
Lord my God and Saviour; thy holy aid [ {till do 
crave. I know I have not yet fully and abidingly 
attained thereto. My faith in the poſſibility and 
neceſſity of attaining it, thou haſt unſhakenly eſtab - 
liſhed. O then, I pray thee, enable me to go on 
to perfeCtion.”* have vowed to ſerve thee for 
ever, through thy help, and I wiſh ever to keep my 
covenant - And in keeping my covenant with thee, 
there will be * no condemnation ;'+ but will be a 
ſtate of ſuch deep and conſtant dwelling © in Chriſt 
© Jeſus,” as excludes © walking after the fleſh ;* and 
preſerves the ſoul in a teadfaf walking in and after 
the ſpirit. 


roth month 2oth. I opened my concern in our 
preparative meeting to make a religious viſit to ſome 
of the people in the ſtate of Connecticut, and 26th, 
Jaid the ſame before our monthly meeting. 


23th of 11th mo. Riding on the road, my mind 
was livingly opened; and I beheld, in the viſions of 
God, large fields of labour allotted me in his ſervice. 
A language ran livingly through my ſoul, and the 


whole 
* Heb, vi. 1. + Rom. viii. 1. 
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whole man ſeemed almoſt ſwallowed up in the flow. 
ings of life which accompanied the glorious proſ- 
peCt ! The language was on this wife :—* Thou art 
called and appointed, and through many and deep 
tribulations I have ſeparated thee a prophet to the na- 
tions. Thou haſt very little more ever to do in the 
buſineſs and affairs of this life. Gather thy mind 
from all cumbering things, and ſtand fingly and 
wholly devoted to my work, ſervice, and appoint- 
ment. Regard not the world; thou muſt be about 
thy heavenly Father's buſineſs: thou muſt attend to 
my dreCtions, and ſubmit therein to thy proper al- 
lotment. My will and purpoſe requires and loudly 
calls, and has called, for greater dedication of heart, 
and ſingleneſs of devotion, to my work and ſervice 
in the glorious goſpel. Take no thought for the 
morrow : do to day what thou findeſt to do, in my 
light, and in the liberty and allotment: of my holy 
ſpirit. Be thou faithful unto death, and I will aſ⸗ 
ſurediy give thee a crown of life; I will hold thee 
in my holy hand for ever; I will provide for and 
take care of thy motherleſs, and, as it were, father- 
leſs children in thy abſence.—But if thou decline 
my ſervice and appointment, I can, and aſſuredl 
will, blaſt all thy undertakings. Thou mayeſt think 
to do ſomething for thy children; but thou ſhalt find 
to thy humiliation and difappointment, thy labours 
ſhall be vain and fruitleſs ; thou ſhalt but toil in the 
night, and attain nothing ; blaſting and mildew ſhall 
attend thee; thy children ſhall not be availingly aſ- 
ſiſted by all thy ſuch like endeavours. Thy com- 
fort in them ſhall be little or nothing, and above all 
this, thy ſoul ſhall ſuffer loſs ; temptation ſhall pre- 
vail againſt thee ; Satan ſhall be let looſe to buffet 
thee, and ſhall be permiited to prevail; thy life ſhall 
be a life of bitterneſs and deſolation ; neither the 
heaven nor the carth ſhall afford thee enjoyment— 
thou ſhalt drag out a miſerable life in anxiety, and 
with thou hadſt never been, But if in full and un- 
reſerved 
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reſerved reliance on my all-fufficiency, thou giveſt 
up thy life and thy all to my diſpoſal, I will never 
leave thee nor forſake thee; no lack of any good 
thing ſhalt thou ever have cauſe to complain of: I 
am Alpha and Omega—lI am all in all—take me 
as ſuch for thy only portion, and ſeek no other in- 
heritance, In bleſſing I will for ever bleſs thee 
and evermore in all things will J ſuſtain thee, and 
that through all time and eternity—thy ſoul and all 
pertaining to thee, ſhall be perfectly ſafe in my care 
and diſpoſal, The wind and the ſea ſhall, to thy 
awful admiration, obey me. Thou ſhalt ſee mar- 
vellous things in diſtant lands, and wonders in re- 
mote regions. 'Thou ſhalt view the heavings and 
rollings of the ocean—the fea ſhall toſs and roar a- 
bout thee, and foam and rage tremendouſly. A- 
mazement ſhall ſeize the mariners, the ſailors hearts 
ſhall tremble. But in the midſt of all this amaze- 
ment, thy foul thall know its anchor, and, in un- 
doubting reliance on my Omnipotence, thine heart 
ſhall take faſt hold on me. Calmneſs and aſſurance 
ſhall preſide in thy ſoul ; confidence and tranquilli- 
ty ſhall gird thee. My over-ruling, all-controling 
government ſhall be viſibly ſet forth before thee— 
thou ſhalt lean in ſafety upon me—and inward! 

thou ſhalt magnify my holy name—and in fulaeſs 
of faith ſhalt ſing of my goodneſs—ſaying, The 
Lord on high is mightier than the noiſe of many 
waters.“ Thy heart ſhall leap within thee—thy 
foul ſhall ſhout for gladneſs. Then ſhall the lan- 
guage of thy ſpirit, in awful adoration, on this wiſe 
thankfully ariſe within thee The ſea ſaw it and 
* led— Jordan was driven back—the mountains 
* ſkipped like rams, and the little halls like lambs. 
© What ailed thee, O thou ſea, that thou fleddeſt; 
* thou Jordan, that thou waſt driven back—ye 
mountains that ye ſkipped like rams, and ye little 
* hills like lambs? 


The 


* Pal. xciii. 4. & Pial, cxiv. 3, 4, 5, 6. 
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The foregoing livingly ran through my foul on 
the road this day. I came home and penned it im- 
mediately, and whether it be ever fulfilled or not, 
time will evince. However, ſuch is my confidence 
in that evidence of life accompanying the opening, 
that I have ventured here to record it, this 28th day 
of 11th month 1991.—12th month 28th. Much 
| depreſſed in our monthly meeting, tho' Friends 


gave me a good certificate to travel into Connecticut 
to viſit the ſeed there. 


iſt month 12th 1792. Opened in the ſpring of 
life, in ourquarterly meeting for worſhip—proceed- 
ed a little, but was ſuddenly and unexpeRtedly ſhut 
up, and fat down immediately, after which my ſoul 
rejoiced that my will was in ſubjection, and that l 
was ſenſible I could do nothing of myſelf. » 3th. 
The quarterly meeting for — gave me, and 
my dear friend David Buffum, concurring certifi- 
cates, in order to our religious viſit to the people of 
ConneCticut,—15th. Low in heart. Oh, my 
God, thou leadeſt me in the valley—l accept it as 
thy will, and as in thy wiſdom, for my good. —17th, 
My ſtate is depreſſion. Satan roars like a lion, 
Lord, my heart is melted in me into tenderneſs: 
mine eyes are affected while I write, under a ſenſe 
of my utter inſufficiency to ſtand in my own ſtrength, 
How long, O thou moſt Holy, will it be, ere thou 
conform my whole man to thine own image or like- 
neſs? thou knoweſt I groan within myſelf, waiting 
for the full adoption! O that all within me were 
like thee, holy as thou art holy, and at all times 
joined to thee in the heavenly oneneſs. Go on, I 
pray thee, conquering all that oppoſes thy reign in 
me, until every thought be brought into captivity 
to the obedience of Chriſt. Amen. | 


g 21ſt, I wrote the following letter, viz. 


_» Mh 
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My dear friend, 


I now feel in a good degree eaſy about my dear 
little motherleſs children. I much deſired wa 

might be made, and could not be ſatisfied until it 
was made, for them to be placed where I could be 
pretty eaſy, if even I ſhould be ſoon called from 
this probationary ſtate, I have now given them up 
to God, and their and my friends. —- May the Lord 
Almighty be their God, and bring them early into 
ſaving acquaintance with himſelf, May thoſe who 
have them, have them as their own, and bring them 
along in the fear of God—whether 1 remain in the 
body or go hence—whether J continue to live in that 
which has made my ſoul alive, or depart from it, 
the dear children have ſouls immortal to be ſaved or 
loſt. And whatever becomes of me, my foul at 
preſent, in tenderneſs and proſtration, bows before 
the throne of grace on their account, and craves Al- 
mighty aid, and the watchful guardianſhip of their 
friends for them. 1 may again have them under 
my immediate care, and 1 never may—God on] 

knows—and to him I commit myſelf and them 


and reſt thy friend 
J.- S. 


Zziſt of iſt mo. I took a folemn leave of the ſa- 
mily (that is, my father in-law Daniel Anthonys) 
living in my houſe, and in whole family I left my 
own father, and my two youngeſt children: and 
being joined by my friend David Buffum, (Amos 
Collins, and Benedict Arnold, having given up to 
bear us company) we were on 5th day of the ad mo. 
at the new meeting-houſe in S on our wa 
towards Connecticut, and had meetings as follows, 
viz.— 7th, at Killingley, had a ſmall meeting ab 
Dean's ; gth, at David Brayton's in Pomfret; 
i2th, attended Friends meeting at. Hopkinton ; 
14th, had one by appointment at Amos Collins's, 


my 
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my way having been hitherto much cloſed up as th 
goſpel miniſtry, my companion D. B. having a little 
to offer at times, I truſt, to good acceptance; r6th, 
we hada good open meeting at Stonington Point, 
and another in the evening; 19th, went to New- 
London, ard 18th, had a ſmall meeting there in 
the congregational meeting-houſe; 19th, had a 
meeting among the Baptiſts at New-London Great 
Neck, found but little relief in theſe laſt meetings, 
though hope they were of ſome uſe ; 20th, had an 
evening meeting at Lime, in a ſchool-houſe—The 
people were unſettled, and appeared much unac- 
quainted with ſpiritual worſhip—we laboured a little 
among them; and, 21ſt, croſſed Connecticut river, 
by boat, and not without ſome danger in the ice, 
and went to Saybrook ; 22d, had a meeting here in 
the meeting-houfe—the prieſt attended, and a con- 
fiderable number of his hearers, and neither he nor 
his hearers appeared to be much acquainted with 
our manner of waiting upon God in a filent travail 
of ſou], and feeling after him. We laboured among 
them according to the ability received. After meet- 
ing he inclined to have ſome converſation, and we, 
being willing, converſed with him on divers religi- 
ous fabject. He was civil; and we parted friendly 
and reſpectfully. 


23d. We rode through Killingſworth to Guil- 

ford, where, 24th, we had a ul-blacing meeting; 
among thoſe who attended, were divers eligiouſh 
exerciſed ſouls, whoſe countenances declared they had 
been with Jeſus 25th, had another good meeting 
in a ſchool-houſe at Wallingford. ' After meeting, 
divers of the people came to our lodgings, and we 
had conſiderable converſation with them. A Ry 
cian contended earneſtly for the final ſalvation of all 
men. We told him none could be diſciples of 
Chriſt, but ſuch as took up their daily croſs and 
followed him, in the denial of ſelf; that he wept 
over 


JOB. SCOTT. 229 


ever ſome, who, though he would have gathered 
them, they would not; that though many ſhould 

come from the eaſt, weſt, north, and ſouth, and fit 
down with Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob, in the king- 

dom of God; yet many who were outwardly the - 
children of the kingdom would be cat out ; that 
thoſe who die in their fins, where Chriſt is gone, 
they can never come; that ſome were never to have 
forgiveneſs in this world, nor in that which is to 
come; that ſome would be puniſhed with ewverlaft- 
ing deſtruction from the preſence of the Lord, and 
from the glory of his power; that theſe muſt go 
away into everlaſting puniſhment ; but the righteous 
into life eternal. And, finally, parting very friend- 

ly, he ſaid he loved us, and wiſhed us well; and 

y company ſeemed very friendly; fo, taking a a 
hearty farewell of each other, we proceeded on our 

way. 1 | 


26th, Rode to Waterbury.—-25th, had a meet- 
ing there ; the people were much unſettled, and 
too many of them were light; a teſtimony to the 
principle of light and life was borne among them 
by my companion ; and | reproved them for their 
uncivil behaviour, and teſtified the impoſſibility of 
preaching the goſpel in man's time. 28th, we rode 
to our friend Elijah Steel's, in Cornwall. 29th, 
attended Friends meeting at Goſhen, at the houſe 
of our friend Charles Richards. 1ſt of 3d month, 
had an appointed meeting at Goſhen, at our friend 
Charles Richards, aforeſaid ; it was a precious open 
meeting ; after which we rode to Canaan, and, 2d, 
to Hudſon, in New York ſtate. 4th, attended 
Friends meeting there, 5th, the Creek preparative 
meeting—it was exerciſing in the fore-part; but 
Truth reigned over all in the end. 8th, at- 
tended Nine Partners preparative meeting. The 
ſearching power of Truth ſet things in cloſe order 
before them, gth, took leave of ſeveral F n, a 
and 


230 JOURNAL OF 


and rode towards home ; which, on the 14th day 
I reached, and found all pretty well. In this jour- 
ney I rode, by the account I kept, 488 miles—a 
painful exerciſing journey it has been; but a good 
degree of patience was afforded us. 28th, content- 
ed in a low ſtate, in our monthly meeting. I am 

ict — Lord help, help my ſoul, and give it 

ility. | 


31ſt, I opened in our ſelect meeting a concern 
that had been about fourteen years ripening in my 
mind, to pay a religious viſit to Friends in Europe, 
— heart had of late been preſſingly full of it, as a 
veſſel wanting vent. Friends left me at liberty to 
move the matter in our monthly meeting, when I 
might feel the way open for it. They were feel- 
— dipt into a ſenſe of the travail of my exerciſed 
foul, and i Truth was prevalent. 4th month ith, 
I laid before the meeting for ſufferings a treatiſe 1 
had written on baptiſm. 25th, opened my con- 
cern to make a viſit to Europe in our monthly meet- 
ing. 6th month 6th, attended the firſt ſitting of 
our yearly meeting, which continued until the 12th, 
It was a very comfortable yearly meeting ; much 
unity, concord, and love, prevailed throughout. 6th 
month 27th, in our monthly meeting, 1 aſked for, 
and obtained, a certificate to pay a ſmall debt, by a 
viſit within Salem quarterly meeting, and, 3oth, 
ſet out on faid viſit into that quarter, and rode as 
far as Boſton, and, iſt-day of the week, and iſt of 
ath month, attended meeting there —ſilent- the 
meeting ſmall ; yet 1 hoped IJ ruth's teſtimony was 
not quite loſt among them. May a revival take 
lace, and Truth yet proſper there, Rode to 
ynn, and, ad of the month, had a meeting there: 
the way not very open; but I laboured in weak- 
neſs, here is a number of panting ſouls in that 
place. za, had a laborious meeting at Salem; 
found ſome relief, 4th, had a pretty open _— 
A 
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at Newbury. 5th and 6th, was at Almſbury and 
Seabrook ; paintully exerciſed in both. th, 8th, 
and 10th, was at Dover, Berwick, and Wyndham, 
had a good meeting at the laſt place, and returned 
to Falmouth. 11th, attended the meeting there; 
it was a cloſe, ſearching, laborious time. 12th, had 
a good, open, rejoicing meeting at Durham, and 
rode from thence to Bath. 13th, had a very trying 
meeting there; my mind was deeply ſenfible, th 
an entire ſtranger, that there was either a wolf or 
wolves among us, in ſheep's clothing ; the which 
gave me much and long painful, inward labour, 
and alſo lengthy vocal exerciſe The teſtimon 
of the word of life I felt as a flame againſt antichr1 
in the temple of God, againſt likeneſſes in religion; 
forms without ſubſtance ; words without life and 
power: at length my ſpirit was clear and eaſy, and 
after meeting 1 was informed a man was there, who 
was a preacher among a people at ſome diſtance from 
Bath, and that he was not a religious, nor even a 
moral man, Thanks be unto God, who gave us 
the victory this day. 


15th, Was at Vaſſelborough ; and 16th, at Fair- 
field, where [I had a good open relieving time, hav- 
ing much to declare of the impoſſibility of ſalvation 
in in; and I apprehend there was a ſtate preſent to 
whom it was applicable. 17th, rode to Green, and 
18th te Falmouth. 19th, had a meeting at Port- 
land in Falmouth, a place that uſed to be called 
Caſco-Bay, in a congregational meeting-houſe, a 
good open meeting, and in the afternoon at Friends 
meeting-place. 20th, rode to Berwick ; and 21ſt, 
attended monthly meeting there ; and, 22d, their 
hrſt-day meeting. 23d, returned to Falmouth, and, 
n attended monthly meeting there, was favour- 
in opening divine truths. 26th, rode to Dur- 
ham; 27th, favoured in the monthly meeting 
| | cer. 


* 
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there. 29th, opened in Truth's doctrines at Fal. 
mouth, being their firſt day meeting. 


Iſt of 8th month, had a good meeting at Ro- 
: Cheſter, among Friends and others, bleſſed be the 
name of the Lord. 2d, had a meeting at Lee, 
where, among Friends and others, my mind was 
much relieved in a cloſe ſearching teſtimony. za, 
was at Epping, and 4th, at Newtown ; had C 
borious ſervice in each, but relief in the concluſion, 
5th, being firſt of the week, J attended the fore and 
afternoon meetings at Salem ; and after a cloſe 
ſearching teſtimony, left the town relieved in mind, 
and rode to Lynn—and 6th of the month rode 
 home—having been out about five weeks and a half 
in this journey, and rode about ſeven hundred and 
fifty miles; paſſed through many deep, trying, and 
exerciſing ſeaſons ; and bleſſed the name of the 
Lord for his holy help, who, in the day of battle, 
gave me the victory.—9th day of the 8th month, 
attended our quarterly meeting; it was a favoured 
time. Dear John and Benjamin Reeve, from Jer- 
ſey, attended this meeting. 


Having paſſed the time ſince my return home 
from the Eaſtern Quarter at and about home, in the 
attendance of meetings, and reviſion of my journal, 
ſome other writings, and preparing for my European 
journey, having now obtained certificates from our 
monthly and quarterly meetings for that purpoſe, 
placed my children to ſatisſaction, and ſeitled my 
outward affairs, am this 26th day of the 11th month, 
about ready, and expect this day to leave home — 
Lord, thou haſt held my hand, and covered my 
head in many battles—be with me, I pray thee, 
through all ; and keep me from evil. Be with my 
dear motherleſs children; viſit them, I pray thee, 
by thy holy ſpirit ; lead them in the way of refine- 


ment and ſelf-denial ; aud, finally, bring them un- 
to 
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to glory, —Viſit and reviſit, bleſs and preſerve, O 
Lord my God, I humbly pray thee, all my near re- 
lations and friends; make bare or Arm for poor 
New England; and, if it be thy holy will, make 


thyſelf more livingly known to many within her 
bordegs: and haſten thy great work over the face of 
the Eafth, that nation may ceaſe warring with nation, 
and righteouſneſs cover the earth as water does the 


ſea, | 
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CHAP. XI. 
Account of bis veyage to Europe. 


O)* the 26th day of the 11th mo. 1792, I took 

a ſolemn leave of my dear father, father and 
mother-in-law, my two youngeſt children, whom [I 
left in their care, and of my brothers and ſiſters- in- 
law ; and accompanied by my kind friends Thomas 
Arnold and Smith Brown, went to Boſton. 27th, 
The ſhip not ready to fail, I made ſome preparations 
for the voyage. 29th, My two ſaid friends return- 
ed home; I attended the meeting in Boſton, which 
was ſmall, I had however a few words of invitation 
for them. goth, I went to Lynn, and 1ſt of the 
12th month, viſited divers families there ; and 2d, 
attended their large meeting in filence ; 3d, return- 
ed to Boſton ; qth, wrote letters home; and th, 
went on board the ſhip Mercury of 240 tons, bound 
for Dunkirk, Benjamin Glover, of Nantucket, 
maſter, We failed about noon : ſome time in the 
afternoon we loſt fight of Boſton. In the night all 
hands were called up, and the ſhip put about in or- 
der to return to the harbour, ſhe leaking, and the 
leak rapidly increaſing, that is, from the rate of 
one hundred ſtrokes of the pump an hour to fix 
hundred. The captain, mates, and crew, were 
alarmed; but ſhe ſoon leaked leſs on this tack, and 
they put about again. — th, the ſhip ſtill leaking, 

the captain and ſeveral men ſearched on the outſide 
for the leak, but found none ; after which, the leak 
moderating, cheerfulneſs returned in the faces of the 
company. | 


7th, The leak greatly increaſed, to near one 
thouſand ſtrokes an hour. Sadneſs again reſumed its 
empire over the crew. The cogthln Linen not what 
to do: at length he put about again, and failed 
homeward a while. The weather was-pretty rugged 
during 
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during the time of this increaſing leak. The leak 
continuing, the captain ordered a hole to be cut 
through the ſecond deck to go in and ſearch for it, 
which was done, and the leak ſoon found, to wit, 
an open auger hole of about an inch and an half, at 
the ſhip's ſtern, ſo high up as not to leak conſtantly, 
which being ſtopped, the number of ſtrokes were 
ſoon reduced to twenty-five an hour. Oh ! what a 
change this wrought in the countenances of the 
ſailors. They ſoon ſeemed as if they had forgot all 
their ſorrows. They put ſhip about, and now 
ſeemed as if they were going to ſea in earneſt. The 
captain's looks proclaimed the relief of his heart, 
though he was moderate through all. My truſt was 
only in God, my hope, refuge, and defence. I ap- 
pealed to him who knew all hearts, that he knew 
my motives in this voyage were none other than that 
I might be found obedient to his holy call, and faith- 
ful in his ſervice; and if it was now his will to ſuf- 
fer my body to deſcend into a watry grave, thy 
: will be Gan! was the honeſt language of my 
heart. I could not with myſelf on ſhore, nor on 
board another veſſel ; for I had felt quite eaſy in tak- 
ing paſſage in this, and remained ſo. I believed 
the winds and waves obeyed him, and that his pro- 
vidential care is over all his creatures. l felt ſafe in 
his hand, and repoſed myſelf as in the hollow of it. 
— bleſſed be his name for ever. 


8th, All cheerful on board. The motion of the 
ſhip has kept me a little ſea- ſick. — th, Cloudy and 
rainy.—I fat a while in ſolemn ſilence, waiting up- 
on the Lord my God ; but though my mind was 
ſomewhat ſtayed, it was inwardly as outwardly, a 
cloudy time, indeed a time of proving to me.— ioth, 
At evening the wind aroſe, and roared tremendouſ- 
ly ; it held all night; the men tied up the fails, 
laſhed the helm, and let the ſhip dnft in the wind 
and wayes.—11th, * gale ſtill continued all the 

2 


laſt 
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laſt night, and all this day and night with violence. 
The captain faid this morning he had not for eight 
years paſt, known ſo terrible a time, for ſo lon 
continuance, though that was but about the middle 
of it: and indeed it was conſiderably more violent 
the night following, than at all before. It ſtormed 
through the whole; but this night the ſtorm and 
tempeſt of wind was dreadful. The ſhip was bound 
on a whaling voyage from Dunkirk, and for that 
purpoſe had boats on board. One of theſe was con- 
fiderably daſhed to pieces this night: three or four 
yards or ſpars were loſt : ſeveral fowls died, and the 
only live ſheep we had on board was near dying, 
even under deck; I felt reſigned through all; — 
though poor in ſpirit, I never wiſhed myſelf elſe- 
where, or in any wiſe repented my voyage. I ſaw 
God's wonders in the deep, and it would almoſt 
ſeem at times as if the briny waves might prevail a- 
gainſt us—though I cannot say there was a moment 
wherein I really loſt my confidence, 


I had ſteadily, for many months, firmly expected 
and believed I ſhould ſee wonders on the mighty 
waters. My God had ſealed it on my foul, that the 
loud roar of winds, and the dread rolling of the 
waves, ſhould awfully attend my paſſage, and prove 
= hold on heaven. And, therefore, when the time 
of trial came, I ſaid in my heart, it is the Lord, 
let him fulfil his purpoſes: let him do what he will 
with me: nought beſides his holy will can be good 
for me ; and * ſhould I wiſh even the moſt diſa- 
eeable parts of it averted, mitigated, or even 
Gortened ? I believed I had had his holy promiſe 
who'cannot lie, that I ſhould live through theſe 
dreadful toſſings on the boſom of the ocean, and 
once more ſet my foot on firm ground; yea, . bleſs 
his holy name, in wonders yet to come on ſhore.* 
Fcannot ſay I was not nearly proved in regard to his 
TER divine 
* See his proſpeR. 
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divine ſuperintendency, or that I did not almoſt 
doubt the certainty of his inſpoken word of promiſe 
to my ſoul, though I well remembered the clearneſs 
of the proſpect, and the holy warmth and en 
that did livingly attend the ſame, months before. 
And though te evidence of divine things was. very 
low in my mind, yet I could not eaſt. away my con- 
fidence, being ſtill perſuaded, that, if I had ever 
known the holy word at all, 1 had had it in the pre- 
ſent inſtance. Here my foot fixed, and my all I 
ſtill ſurrendered up to his diſpoſal, who is. God over 
all for ever. | 


12th, About noon the wind and ſtorm was fo 
far abated, that the captain had the ſhip under fail 
again, though ſtill the roar of elements remained. 
13th, It is ſtill cloudy and rainy. The ſun has 
deen ſeen but little ſince we left Boſton ; and I think 
it has Tained or ſnowed, more or leſs, every day and 
night but one —14th, Very little funſhine—ſome 
rain.—L5th Rainy all day, at night it cleared up, and 
gave us to hope for ſettled and comfortable wea- 
ther; but, 16th, It ſtormed again, and ſnowed 
plentifully ; but at night it cleared off, —15th, 
Stormy again. We had ſoundings on the grand 
banks of Newfoundland at forty fathoms ; but little 
wind for two or three days. Afternoon cleared up 
fo pleaſantly, that great hopes were entertained of 
having good weather, — 18th, Forenoon, ſtormy with 
but little wind, the ſtorm continued until near 
night ; then the wind ſpringing up freſh and fair, it 
cleared it away. The captain ſaid he had been 
able to get but one good obſervation during our be- 
ing at fea, fo little ſunſhine have we hat for this. 
almoſt two weeks. But my foul is ſatisfied. in the. 
divine diſpoſal. Ks ; N 


19th. Fair weather, and a good freſh breeze. 
We now ſeem to look forward with cheerfulneſs. 
f Y ;. 26th. 


—” A _ICIRESSYT. 
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20th and 21ſt, a very good breeze continued moſt 
of theſe days. 22d, This day a good freſh breeze at 
S. W. the weather cloudy ; but the cloud over my 
mind is in degree diſpelled; bleſſed be the name of 
the Lord—Lord, hold me in thy holy hand, and 
make me ever truly watchful, thankful, and ſtead- 
faſtly believing. Amen. ' 23d, We are till favour- 
ed with a lively breeze, and make good way 
a-head. 24th, The fame as yeſterday ; * the 
laſt night I got very little ſleep; (though this is 
uſual with me on this voyage) yet in moſt fervent 
interceſſions I beſought the Lord to be with me 
through all. 25th, 26th, and 27th, Still good 
winds. O the wonders of the rolling, foaming 
deep! If the Lord's hand was not underneath, we 
ſhould ſurely fink beneath the raging waves! Who 
can be an atheiſt ? or what can be an atheiſt's hope? 
28th, A very good lively wind, cloudy, and ſmall 
rains. Laft night, a night of anguiſh to my prov- 
ed foul. All former experience cannot prevent re- 
' newals of unſpeakable anxiety, when the Lord is 
pleaſed to prove his own as at Maſſah,” and to 
«* ſtrive with them (in his own way) as at the 
waters of Meribah. '* 29th, An excellent wind, 
cloudy and wet. The mariners caſt the lead, 
found ſoundings at about go fathoms. goth, Fair 
wind and weather. It was agreed on board, that 
this morning, when the ſun was about two hours 
and an half high, that we had not had ſo much fair 
weather at a time, ſince we left Boſton, as this 
morning. 31ſt, In the morning found ſixty fathom 
water; we were now abreaſt Scilly iſlands, accord- 
ing to our calculations. This afternoon we ſaw 
the Lizard. Freſh wind and cloudy. Thus ends 
the year 1792. 


1ſt of the iſt month, 1793. The wind increaſ- 
ed from a good freſh breeze, to a ſtrong gale—ſaw 


land 
* Exod, xvii, 7. 
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land divers times this day, and a number of ſhips 
going up and down the Engliſh channel. ad, Al- 
moſt calm. Thus, after a ſtorm comes a calm. 
May my ſoul take courage to weather out the yet 
remaining ſtorms of life, in conſideration that, now 
and then, it will be calm; and in full hope of a 
ſafe entrance, ere long, and cternal calm abode in 
the haven of immortal bliſs; as we are now, I truſt, 
about entering in a few days our outward port. zd, 
In the morning we were off Calais cliffs, almoſt 2 
calmed, nel no ground all day. qth, After heat- 
ing to and fro all night, juſt in by the land near 
Calais, we took a pilot on board from there this 
morning, and tried. to work up the ſtraits, but 
made Intle advance, by reaſon of contrary winds 


and tides. We lay at anchor this night between 
Calais and Dunkirk. | 


gth, Got within about four miles of Dunkirk 
harbour; could get no further, ſo caſt anchor again. 
But being defirous to be with the few friends at 
Dunkirk next day at meeting, I went on board the 
pilot boat, among coarſe uncouth Flemings, and a 
Frenchman or two, all ſtrangers, and got ſafe a- 
| ſhore, and foon to the houſe of my dear friend 
William Rotch and family, of - Nantucket, now 
reſident here at Dunkirk in French Flanders, 
where I met a very cordial reception. My foul 
bowed in thankfulneſs to Iſrael's God, whoſe un- 
failing Arm had thus far borne up, and whoſe good- 
neſs ſo far had fulfilled his holy word, as to bring 
me {ſafe through all to ſhore. 6th, I ſat with the 
few Friends of this place, in their meeting, and re- 
joĩced in the divine preſence, of which my enjoy- 
ment was greater than at any time during my whole 
paſſage from America. My way opening in a ſmall 
teſtimony, my ſoul was relieved, and praiſed God, 
on the banks of deliverance, both outward and in- 


ward; 
5th, 
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th. Wrote letters home to my friends. 8th and 
oth, Viſited ſome families. Dear Robert Grubb, 
of Ireland, came here from Paris the laſt evening. 
13th, I found a good degree of relief in the public 
meeting ; but became much more thoroughly re- 
lieved in an evening meeting which we found a con- 
cern to hold, at the 6th hour. The meeting-place 
being filled by Friends and others ; it was a good 
time; and at the cloſe we had a ſolid opportunity 
with the members only, and adviſed and encoura- 
ed, as way opened in the life; and;{divers young 
Friends being ſenſibly impreſſed with a living ſenſe 
of the — . of preſſing forward in the line of 
duty, my foul rejoiced among them, after ſeveral 
days of cloſe inward exerciſe. 14th. I left Dun- 
kirk, accompanied by my dear friends William 
Rotch and Robert Grubb, and rode to Calais ; and, 
feeling quite clear of Dunkirk, it was to me a plea- 
fant ride, though the ways were very broken and 
difficult. 15th, The wind being very high, we 
were detained in Calais, from crofling to England ; 
and though the detention was not defirable, yet be- 
ing religned, we fell into a field of inſtructive and 
cementing converſation, which I truſt will not ſoon, 
if ever, be eraſed. 16th and 17th, Still detained at 
Calais. 18th, Croſſed to Dover, and was glad to 
find myſelf at laſt in the company of my dear 
Friends in England. | 


- 20th. At the fore and afternoon meetings, and 
an evening ſitting at the houſe of my dear friend 
Richard Baker, with. a pretty large number of 
Friends, I had full opportunity to. become relieved 
in mind in regard to the deep travail of ſpirit which 
I felt for Friends of this place: May they live looſe 
to the world, and ſeparate from its beguiling friend- 
ſhips and influence. 21ſt and 22d, Much unwell 
with a cold, and a deep heavy cough, ſo that I kept 
houſe. 23d, Rode, accompanied by my dear friend 
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William Rotch, by poſt-chaiſe to Rocheſter, lodg- 
ed at our friend Dr. William Cooper's. 24th, At- 
tended the meeting at Rocheſter ; long filent, but 
at length 1 was a little helped in teſtimony—my 
travail was and is, that Friends there may live and 
move in the life of true religion. 25th, We went 
to London. and attended the meeting for ſufferings 
there. 26th, We attended two fittings of ſaid meet- 
ing, and my concern was, that F 26% might dwell 
deep, and act in the current of life in their religious 
movements : I laboured a little to that purpoſe, and 
found ſatisfaction. 27th, Attended in the forendon 
Grace-Church-ſtreet meeting—afternoon that at 
_. Devonſhire-houſe—in the evening we again attend- 
ed the meeting for ſufferings, where my concern 
and labour ſtill was, that Friends ſhould dwell and 
act in the divine life. 28th, We attended the ſelect 
morning meeting, where my ſervice was in ſilent 
travail among them. 29th, Attended Horfleydown 
meeting; ſilent, as alſa next wy at the Peel meet- 
ing. 3ift, Livingly opened in Ratcliffe meeting, to 
2 Fa of unſpeakable rejoicing ; but at the Park 
meeting, in the evening, I ſtood up in a feelin 

ſenſe of ſome good, and much good-will ; but coul 

not get forward, the way being quite cloſed up, and 
I fat down. . 
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iſt of 2d mo. I attended the meeting for ſuffer- 
ings.—zd, In the forenoon I attended Weſtminſter 
meeting, and afternoon the Peel; in both 1 had 
divine relief in bearing goſpel teſtimony. —gth, At- 
tended the ſelett morning meeting. th, We at- 
tended Be monthly meeting, my 
way was much cloſed up.— th, My foul was made 
glad in goſpel teſtimony, at Grace-Church-Street 
monthly meeting.—7th, We rode out about ſeven 
miles, to the monthly meeting at Tottenham, where 
the Lord livingly helped us. It was a good time, 
and we returned in the evening.—$th, Attended the 
meeting 
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meeting for b N We viſited divers 


Friends families. — iotli, We attended in the fore- 
noon the Park meeting, and in the afternoon that at 
Horſleydown; in both the Lord dealt bountifully 
with us, Truth riſing over all, and we may thank- 
fully ſay, hitherto the Lord hath helped us.'—1 1th 
Found relief in clearing my mind in a good degree 
in the ſelect meeting.—12th, We attended the 
monthly meeting at Horeſlydown.—1 3th, I rejoi- 
ced in Truth's victory over death, in a meeting at 
the ſchool-houſe for Friends at Peel meeting. Alſo 
on 14th, at the monthly meeting at Weſtminſter, 
1 den. Had a hard cold and cough ; kept houſe.— 
I6th, and 17th, Still unwell.— 18th, I got out, though 
weak, to the ſelect morning meeting.—1gth, We 
went out to Barking che meeting, held at Plai- 
ſtow, about four or five miles from London. 20th, 
Attended Peel monthly meeting, where 1 was much 
cloſed up except in diſcipline. 21ſt, That at Rat- 
_ clifte, much in the ſame way. 22d, Attended the 
ſchool meeting at Iflington, and the meeting for 
ſufferings : ſtill I was quite ſhut up in ſilence. 23d, 
I wrote letters to my friends. 24th, Attended De- 
vonſhire- Houfe, and Grace-Church-Street meet- 
ings, and ſelect meeting in the evening at Devon- 
ſhire-Houſe, beſides a family viſit; in all which 
Truth triumphed over all, the Lord himſelf gave 
the word, and in his divine life and authority it was 
publiſhed. 25th, We attended the ſelect meeting 
to a good degree of ſatisfaction. 26th, At Horſley- 
down, and 27th at Deptford—the teſtimony and word 
of life were rejoicingly witneſſed in eminent exaltati- 
on, divers perſons attended not of our ſociety—the 
ſpring of the goſpel and its glorious doctrines were 
livingly opened. 28th, Truth opened goſpel doc- 
trines, and brought forth neceſſary admonitions and 
warnings in its own pure life at Weſtminſter, where 
we ſet up our Ebenezer, and thankfully acknow- 

ed, as on many former occaſions, * . he 

Lor 
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Lord hath helped us.” 1ſt of 3d mo. I was at the 
meeting for ſufferings, ſhut up in ſilence. 2d, I 
wrote, viſited a ſick friend, and rode to Plaiſtow, 
to attend meeting there next day. * 

I may here mention my mind has been deeply 
affected under ſome ſerious conſiderations of the 
ſtate of things in the world, and particularly in this 
nation. What a number of men are there who 
aſſume the ſtation of goſpel miniſters; and, under 
that pretence, drain and even violently force away 
from the proper owners large ſums of money, whi 
they do very little to earn Even if it were right to 
preach for hire, and if Chriſt's true miniſters could 
freely and righteouſly receive money for their mi- 
niſtry, (which they by no means can) yet to ſee a 
{et of almoſt 1dle drones living on the honeſt labours 
of the induſtrions, as great numbers of the upper 
clergy do, whilſt they not only thus oppreſs man 
poor laymen, as they chooſe to call them, but allo 
preſs down to a very low price and poor living, even 
many of the lower clergy who do the work for them, 
as if a miniſter of Jeſus could have his work done 
and his miniſtry performed faithfully in the fight of 
God, by hiring another to preach for him, and with 
money extorted from thoſe it properly and honeſtly 
belongs to, while themſelves live in luxury and at 
eaſe, in their ceiled houſes, and but ſeldom viiit 
their flock ; the proſpect of theſe things is deeply 
affecting. 


Oh | moſt aſſuredly the land mourns, and God 
is angry becauſe of theſe things, and in ſome wa 
or other he will ariſe and ſhake the earth, aud alſo 
this falſe heaven this vain and oppreſſive miniſtry; 
and rend the power from the idle, lordly clergy. 
But whatever be the means, fo that it is in the pure 
counſel of God, my very ſoul breathes to the Al-. 
mighty, that he may, in the way of his own good 

| | pleaſure, 
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leaſure, haſten the downfall even of proteftant 
bylon ; rend the power of the idle, uſeleſs clergy, 
and thus emancipate the people from the bondage 
and oppreſhon they groan under, that the earth may 
enjoy her ſabbaths again. But how theſe deeply to 
be pitied, theſe too worthleſs, too worldly, and too 
cruel pretenders to the miniſtry of the goſpel of 
Chriſt ; or how thoſe civil rulers, who, to anſwer 
the purpoſes of aggrandizement and power, ſupport 
them, will be able to ſettle their accounts in the 
great day of the Lord, the folemn ſettlement of all 
hings, is a conſideration truly awful! 


' If theſe hints are ever publiſhed, let not delicacy 
prevail to affect any unneceſſary mitigation of the 
cloſe expreſhons in which they are couched. It is 
time theſe deceivers of men, theſe dark bodies, who 

form an eclipſe between God and the ſouls of men, 
ſhould hear and ſeriouſly hearken to the voice of 
plain, honeſt, and undiſguiſed truth. And whe- 
ther they will hearken and hear, yea or nay, let 
them be aſſured God is ariſing, and will ſhake and 
remove them out of the way ; and their domination 
ſhall be remembered with abhotrence ! 


3adũ f 3d mo. We had a open meeting at 

| Plaiſtow. 4th, I had ſolid relief in the ſelect morn- 
| ing meeting there, through deep dwelling and plain 
| dealing: may the Lord faſten it as a nail in a ſure 
| place th, We attended the monthly meeting at 
evonſhire- Houſe. 6th, That at Grace-Church- 
Street. 7th, That at Tottenham; in all which 1 
had ſolid ſatisfaCtion ; as alſo at an evening meet- 
ing which 1 was concerned to appoint on the 8th, 
at Tottenham : general notice was given, and 
| it was a large, crowded meeting, many not of our 
ſociety attending It was long ſilent; but after 
that, Truth's doctrines were largely opened and de- 
clared to the people, who behaved very — 
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bly, and were remarkabl ſtill and quiet, through 
the long ſilence, and to the cloſe of the meeting. 


gth, I viſited divers families, and therein had 
peace. 1oth, Attended meeting fore and afternoon 
at Tottenham. 11th, The ſelect morning meeting 
at Grace Church-Street; and, 12th, The meeting 
at Devonſhire- Houſe ; all to ſolid fatisfaftion in the 
Lord. 13th, We attended the monthly meeting at 
Staines, ſeventeen miles from London ; and next da 
their particular meeting at the ſame place; in 
which Truth reigned over all : thanks be unto God 
who gave the victory. —_ not of our ſociety, 
being notified, attended the laſt meeting: and I be- 
lieve ſome of them were, through the openings of 
divine life, ſolidly inſtructed and folemnized in ſpi- 
rit. th, We had a good open meeting at Long- 
ford, and, on 16th, another at Uxbridge. 17th, 
One at Brentford, and in the evening one at Ham- 
mer{ſmith—all favoured meetings; though many of 
the people's views and expectations being too much 
outward, cauſed the ſpring to be long thut up in 
ſeveral of them. —T his may be ſtrange doctrine to 
ſome ; but ſome others know that the ſpring muſt 
be opened in the hearer, or elſe there can be but 
little profitably done by the ſpeaker. And he that 
ſpeaks only in the 7 that God immediately 
gives, mult feel a door of entrance in the people's 
minds, or it is very difficult to get ſafely and rehiey- 
ingly forward. But when the ſpring is livingly opened 
in him that ſpeaketh, and in thoſe that hear, then it 
is that © deep calleth unto deep, at tlie ſound of the 
waterſpouts,”* of life, and here inſtruction is ſealed, 


After theſe meetings we rode to London, and 
were affectionately received by our dear friend John 
Elliot, his wife and children. 18th, We again at- 
tended the ſelect morning 8 in the city, to 2 


degree 
* Pſal. xlii. 9. 
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degree of fatisfaftion. 19th, We were at monthly 
meeting at Barking. 2oth, At a meeting appointed 
at Plaiſtow; and, on 21ſt, at their mecting at 
Barking ; all affording ſome conſolation. 22d, We 
attended the meeting for ſufferings at London. 23d, 
I wrote letters home, and went out to Wandſworth. 
24th, The word of the Lord was powerful through 
me, a poor inſtrument, to the people at Wandſ- 
worth; and I can truly ſay with Paul, according 
to his working which worketh in me mightily,”* 
in many of theſe meetings: may it have its full ef- 
fect on the minds of the people. 25th, We at- 
tended the ſelect quarterly meeting in London, at 
Grace-Church Street, where I was filent. 26th, 
and the quarterly meeting for worſhip and diſcipline, 
which was large and favoured. 25th, We attended 
its adjournment, and, in the evening, the youths” 
quarterly meeting for worſhip. 28th, Were at the 
meeting at Kingſton upon Thames, where ſome 
hardened hearts were felt to oppoſe in ſpirit the ari- 
ſing of Truth's teſtimony, they being in a dark and 
unbelieving ſtate. In the evening we had a meeting 
at Eſher, to ſolid ſatisfaction. 29th, Attended the 
burial of a Friend at Alton: dark ſpirits here alſo, 1 
apprehended, inwardly oppoſed the truth ; however 
the teſtimony aroſe, through deep wading, over all, 
bleſſed be the name of the Lord] "OR 


goth, We had an evening meeting at Godalming, 
to ſome ſolid inſtruction. 31ſt, Attended the fore 
and afternoon meetings at Guildford, in which 
Truth reigned, though things are low there. In 
the evening we attended the ſelect quarterly meet- 
ing, and, iſt of 4th mo. Truth livingly qualified to 
labour, both in the quarterly meeting for worthip, 
and in the men's and women's meetings, for church 
affairs. 2d, We rode to Reading, and, 3d, had a 
meeting there, and in the evening at Kerby. 85. 
. | ne 
* Colo, i, 29. 
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One at Shillingford, and in the Evening at Walling- 
ford, and, 5th, one at Abingdon ; in all which di- 
vers beſides Friends attended, but ſeemed in general 
to have very little ſenſe of any thing more in reli- 
gion than the cuſtomary formal performances — 
which, according to my obſervation, is too general- 
ly the caſe with the profeſſors of religion in Eng- 
land. Tell them any thing about divine life in re- 
ligion, and they ſeem to think one an enthuſiaſt, and 
perhaps ſome of them would give a ſmile of ridicule, 
yet, to do them juſtice, they are pretty generally 
civil, but appear very inſenſible and unbelieving as 
to divine influence. There is indeed fo little en- 
trance into their hearts in many places, that it al- 
moſt prevents a door of utterance ; and when ſome- 
thing opens, it requires great humility and watch- 
fulneſs to keep on the right foundation. I had ſome 
ſatisfaction in theſe lat meetings, though Truth 
did not reign triumphant over all, as at ſome other 
times. 


7th, We had a large meeting at Oxford, ſilent 
for a conſiderable time; but Truth gradually aroſe, 
and light ſhined through and over great obſcurity 
and inſenſibility. Oh! the deadneſs of profeſſors ! 
Oh! the flat formality that too generally reigns ! 
The Engliſh Epiſcopal hierarchy muſt and will be 
ſhaken! Vet once more I ſhake not the earth 
* only, but alſo heaven.“ One ſtone muſt not be 
left upon another, of mere creaturely performances, 
where God is known to be all in all, and fo he is 
known, where Chriſt has reigned in the heart, until 
he has put down all rule and all authority,'+ but 
that of the pure truth ; for this is the ſtate in which 
is fulfilled the precious prediction and promiſe, * that 
the Lord alone ſhall be exalted in that day, and 
that the profeſſors of Chriſtianity may be ſhaken 
from their dead forms _ lifeleſs images, and come 
2 to 

* Heb, xii. 26. f 1 Cor. xv. 24. f Iſai. ii. 17. 
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to know that day, and therein God's exaltation 
over all that is of man, is the travail and prayer of 
my ſoul to the God and Father of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, And, O my God, if it be thy will, I pray 
hee, haſten the more general coming and know- 
ledge of that day among the nations. Amen. After 
meeting we rode to Witney, and gth, attended the 
quarterly meeting there was helped a little, but 
got very low in mind. 


toth. I could not ſee my way to go forward, fo 
ſtaid the meeting for worſhip, in which 1 felt and 
obſerved a total filence, I believe ordered in divine 
wiſdom as a leſſon of inſtruction to others. 11th, 
We hada meeting at Farringdon. 12th, Rode to 
Cirenceſter, and had an evening meeting there.— 
13th, Went to Hampton, and, 14th, Were at 
meeting at Stailſworth ; and in the evening at Painſ- 
wick. 15th, We had two meetings at Glouceſter, 
and, 16th, one at Roſs. In all thets the one uni- 
verſal and only principle of all true religion and god- 
linefs was our help, and, through its own livin 
and helping influence, was declared and teſtified o 
to the people, though ſometimes with but little evi- 
dence of entrance; yet at others it ſeemed evidently 
to prevail over all. 195th, We had a painful even- 
ing meeting at Monmouth, in South Wales—divers 
of the people were whiſpering, talking, and ſome 
laughing, near all the time, for which they were 
pretty cloſely reproved. . We concluded the meet- 
ing without any attempt to preach the goſpel among 
them, for no way ſeemed to open for it, 18th, We 
had a pretty large evening meeting at Pontypool, to 
a degree of ſatis faction; from thence we went to 
Landilo, and, 21ſt, were at meeting there, and 
though I was ſenſible there was great place in the 
people's minds, with ſeriouſneſs and tenderneſs, I 
could not expreſs a word of what I felt flowing in 
my heart towards them ; but for ſome cauſe, ms 
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made an example of ſilence among them. O Lord, 
I pray thee, preſerve my ſpirit alive in thee, and k 
me ſubjectly given up, whether to ſpeak or kee 
filence. After this meeting we rode to Caermar- 
then, and, 22d, had a meeting there, and 23% 
came on the ſelect meeting of miniſters and elde 
there, for North and South Wales, wherein I expe- 
rienced conſiderable exercife among them Aſter- 
wards came on a meeting for worſhip, of Friends 
only; and then the bufineſs of the quarterly meet- 
ing, tranſacted at this ſeaſon of the year by what is 
called the yearly meeting. 


24th, Were held two large public meetings, one 
in the fore and the other in the afternoon ; filence 
was my lot. 25th, The ſelect 2 and meet- 
mg for diſcipline met again, after which Friends 
held another meeting for worſhip among themſelves 
in the evening, my pain and affliction continued 
through all, though i dropt ſome cloſe hints in the 
ſelect meeting reſpecting miniftry, and made a few 
remarks in the evening meeting, which afforded 
ſome relief to my mind, After all theſe meetings, 
felt not clear of the people of Caermarthen ; fo 
when Friends were moſtly gone from the place, 
dear Deborah Darby, Rebecca Y oung, and myſelf, 
ſtaid one more meeting, viz. on 26th, in which I 
received much relief; and, 27th, rode with a very 
peaceful mind to Swanſea ; 28th, had great enlarge- 
ment and relief in the meeting there. The four 
following days we had meetings at Neath, Cow- 
bridge, Cardiff, and Newport. Theſe were almoſt 
wholly of people not of our profe ſſion, among whom 
goſpel doctrines were opened (though under ſome 
epreſhon at times) in Truth's life and authorny:; 
An increaſe of true religion in England and Wales 
is much wanting; yet, bleſſed be Jehovah's holy 
name, a few are found from .place to place who 
know it in a good degree of dominion. 
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Za. We left Wales and went to Briſtol, where L 
met with my dear friend Samuel Emlen from Phi- 
ladelphia, in America, on a religious viſit to this 
country, who had been in this city ſome time ; 

r joy was mutual, and mingled with tears of af- 
ection, in remembrance of paſt ſeaſons of divine 
'Sefreſhment together in our native country. 5th, 

We attended three large public meetings at the 
Fryar's meeting (fo called) in the city of Briſtol. 
th, One more ſelect, though large; and, 7th, 
two more large publick meetings; theſe concluded 
the yearly meeting at Briſtol. * Glent through 
all theſe meetings, as was alſo dear Samuel Emlen; 
and on firſt- day afternoon the meeting was ſilent 
likewiſe. I was led to deplore the low ſtate of the 
miniſtry, with renewed deſires, that our preach- 
ing might be ſuch, through him who is the Reſur- 
rection and the life, that the dead may be raiſed: 
for the letter will Kill, does kill, and has killed its 
tens of thouſands. 


Sth. I attended meeting at Lawrence Weſton's, 
where, in the power of the goſpel, I laboured a- 
mong them. gth, I fat the meeting in ſilence a- 
gain at Briſtol]; and, though I expected, from the 
exerciſe of my mind, my bonds would burſt in ſun- 
der, it i not ſo; the time was not come, We 
went to Melkſham, and viſited divers families, in 
true goſpel openneſs ; and 12th, attended the fore 
and afternoon meetings there, in both which Truth 
prevailed. 13th, we attended the monthly meet- 
ing at Broomham ; at fix in the afternoon we had 
a meeting at Devizes, and one next day at Marlbo- 
rough, after which I again thankfully acknow- 
ledged, hitherto hath the Lord helped us'.* 15th 

nd 16th, We had relieving and edifying meetings 
at Newbury and Maidenhead ; our dear friend Sa- 
muel Emlen being with us at theſe, to our rejoic- 


ef ing⸗ 
*I Sam. vii. 12. 
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ing. 19th, We attended the meeting at Uxbridge, 
after which, conducted by my kind friend John 
Hull, who had been with me ſeveral weeks, 1 went 
to London, where I attended the yearly meeting, 
which began for miniſters and elders the 18th af 
th month ; 19th, I attended the Peel meeting; 
ſilent. | ” (51191 ic 


4 


20th, Began the yearly meeting for church diſci- 
pline, for inſpecting into the ftate of the ſociety, 
and regulations thereof, which continued by adjourn- 
ments until the 28th, as did the ſelect meeting until 
the 29th, the latter not meeting every day like the 
former: and though I was ſilent in ſeveral of theſe 
meetings, yet I had ſome ſervice in ſome of them, 
both publick, and in a more ſelect capacity; and 
on the whole, 1 had a good degree of ſolid ſatisfac- 
tion in this yearly meeting: the great helper of Iſ- 
rael was gractoully pleaſed to thine upon our hearts, 
and qualify for ſervice in his church. And many 
deeply exerciſed fouls being gathered together, they 
were a ſtrength to each other. Friends generally 
appeared condeſcending to what aroſe as Truth's 
judgment, whomſoever it was through, and how- 
ever contrary to what they had conceived or expreſ- 
ſed. The Lord is raiſing up a living army in this 
nation, who are, and if they ſtand faithful will, 
yet become more and more uſeful in the militant 
church. Oh, the need there is of wiſdom and for- 
bearance in the church! may the God of Iſrael 
guide, guard, and preſerve the honeſt-hearted, and 
may they in the becoming meekneſs of true wiſ- 
dom, keep ſingly to his divine directions. 


30th. I attended Weſtminſter meeting, to the 
relief of my mind. 31ſt, The ſchool-meeting for 
children at Clerkenwell, in which I found little 


exerciſe in the miniſtry. In this meeting, dear 


Mary, the wife of .our friend George Stacey, and 
. | daughter 
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daughter of our beloved friend Rachel Wilſon, for 
the firſt time appeared in publick teſtimony may 
the Lord preſerve her; ſhe appeared to be a deeply 


exerciſed woman, and to have given up greatly in 
the croſs, thus to be expoſed, 


1ſt of 6th month. I wrote letters, and viſited 
the ſick and afflicted. 2d, I attended Peel and 
_ Weſtminſter meetings, to the ſolid peace of my 
mind. zd, The morning meeting of miniſters and 
elders ; 4th, the monthly meeting at Devonſhire. 
Houſe—an open and triumphant ſeaſon. $gth, The 
monthly meeting at Grace-Church-ſtreet. 6th, 
That at Tottenham, filent as to public teſtimony. 
= and 8th, Joſeph Nicholfon going wath me for 
reland, we rode to Birmingham, a large town ; and 
gth, were at their two meetings, and preparative 
meeting; and roth, had a meeting at Tamworth— 
In all which Truth reigned, and life was in domi- 
nion, though things are but low at thoſe places. 
rith, We had a meeting at Uttoxeter, wherein, 
though 1 had much to fay, I found very little ſatis- 
faction; but had great need of patience after it was 
ended, in order to my mheriting the promiſes. 12th 
and 13th, attended the quarterly meeting at Leek, 
to ſolid ſatisfaction. hen went to Macclesfield, 
Stockport, and Morley; the laſt a very large, but ex- 
ereiſing meeting. I found much to ſay, but got little 
ſolid relief. 19th, We reſted at our dear friends 
Richard and Martha Routh's at Mancheſter. 18th, 
Attended monthly meeting there. 19th, We had a 
good meeting at Oldham, and 2oth, another at 
. Crawiſhawbooth, alfo attended the monthly meeting 
there. 21ſt, We had a bleſſed large meeting at 
Marſden, and one the ſame day at Sawley. Thence 
we went to Newton, and, 23d, were at meeting 
there ; had much labour and little relief. 25th, 
We had a meeting at Preſton, to ſome ſatisfaction, 
a few ſerious people attending among others. We 
| weng 
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went on to Liverpool; where, abth, at dear Robert 
Benſon's, I wrote letters to my friends both in 
New and Old England, and next day attended 
meeting there; the ſpring was low, but roſe gradu- 
ally, ſome of us ſinging joyfully unto it. | 


28th, and 29th, 1 was unwell, and the wind was 
againſt our paſſage to Ireland, and after ſeveral days 
detention by contrary winds, and attending their 
meetings on firſt-day, on the 4th of the 7th month, 
we failed for Ireland, in the Viceroy Packet, of 
Liverpool, The wind was moſtly contrary during 
the paſſage, which was therefore a long and trying 
one of near ſix days. gth, We landed at Dublin, 
where I received comfortable letters from home; 
and after writing letters and viſiting a few families, 

on the 12th, attended meeting at  Sycamore-Alle 
in Dublin, in the life and power of the goſpel, 
14th, I attended the meetings at Meath-Street, and 
Sycamore-Alley, to my own great relief of mind ; 
16th, the monthly meeting at Meath-Street, in 
the enlargement of the goſpel ; and, through ſome 
cloſe ſearching. labours, got great relief. Meath- 
Street, and Sycamore- Alley meetings are both for 
the ſame Friends, but held alternately to accommo- 
date both parts of the town. 17th, Accompanied 
by my kind young friend Thomas Bewley, junior, 
ſon of dear Thomas Bewley, at whoſe houſe | lodg- 
ed at Dublin, I went to Baltebois, and had there an 
open meeting among a few Friends and others, and 
we rode to Ballitore, where I was fick all the next 
day, being taken the day before. 1gth, Had a 
pretty good meeting here, and next day another at 
Caſtle-Dermot ; the day following at Carlow, 
where, near the cloſe of the afternoon meeting. 1 
had to bear teſtimony, to a good degree of peace 
and ſatisfaction. 22d, Long ſilence prevailed in a 
meeting I had at Kilconner ; but Truth gave us 
the victory at laſt : bleſſed be the name of the hay 
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for ever. Then we had meetings at Roſs, Foreſt, 
Enneſcorthy, Coolatin, Ballantore, Ballanclay, 
Ballicone, and Wicklow, taking two in a day—all 
pretty open ſatisfactory meetings except the laſt, 
which was ſomewhat painfully exerciſing. 


«29th, We returned to Dublin, and next day at- 
tended the meeting for worſhip, and adjournment 
of the monthly meeting at Meath-Street ; and the 
day following, wrote to my family and ſome other 
friends in America. Thence accompanied ſtill by 
dear Thomas Bewley, jun. we went to Rathfriland, 
and 3d of 8th month, had a good meeting there. 
4th, Attended the meeting there, both fore and af- 
ternoon, I was conſiderably enlarged in teſtimony, 
but in fo low and feeble a manner, that after meet- 
ing I ſunk into great diſcouragement, to think that 
though I ſtood up and proceeded in the evidence and 
feeling of duty, yet very little life or relief of mind 
was experienced. The meeting was large. th, 
Exerciſe of mind and pain of body cauſed the laſt to 
be unto me a night of much uneaſineſs; but endea- 
vouring this morning to * poſſeſs myſelf in patience,” 
I became at length compoſed. 6th, I remained un- 
well, but rode to Lurgan, and was at meeting there 
next day. I felt no freedom that publick notice 
ſhould iven, which was very unuſual; and 
near the cloſe of the meeting, (having ſat in ſilence) 
I ſtood up, though not expecting to ſay any thing 
in the uſual line of the miniſtry, and told them, 
thoſe who go to their religious meetings with ex- 
pectations and deſires of outward help, and are there- 
by diverted from looking inward and feeling after 
divine help, go to their meetings in a deviation of 
mind from a true goſpel ſtate and dependence—and 
all who are looking to inſtruments for help in their 
meetings, . than helped of God 1 


them and in his own time, and according to his 


own will, are not true worſhippers in ſpirit and 
| in 
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in truth. But I have cauſe to believe, that even 
ſome of our ſociety, at times, who attend meetings 
and fit very {till and orderly, know little or nothing 
of true ſilence, and feel very little of that exer- 
ciſe of ſoul, by which they may experience true 
chriſtian watch and prayer, when aſſembled together 
before God, and in his awful preſence —The meet- 
ing then broke up, and I felt folid peace, in a living 
ſenſe, that 1 had not kindled a fire of my own ; but 


had been limited to Truth's pure motion, which is 
ever ſafe. 


8th. I was at the meeting at Liſburn : publick 
notice was given, but the meeting was filent. gth, 
] had a meeting at Killſborough, wherein I labour- 
ed in a low way, 1 hope to ſome edification. Truth 
roſe not very high, and I rejoiced that the anima- 
tion of nature roſe not above it. 11th, I was at 
meeting at Ballenderry in the forenoon, and in the 
afternoon was again at Liſburn, both good open 
meetings. 13th, I had a Jarge painful meeting a- 
mong the Preſbyterians, at Newtown- Aras near 
Mile-Croſs. They were too wiſe, rich, and full, 
for inſtrumental help much to reach. or benefit 
them. U left them with a heavy heart, and return- 
ed with my kind friend John Hancock to his houſe 
near Liſburn, and, 15th, attended monthly meet- 
ing there, to a good degree of ſatisfaction, and next 
day had a good meeting at Antrim; and the day 
following another at Grange; and then went to 
Ballimony, where, on the 18th, I had a very large 
one. An ear was open in a few to hear the true 
goſpel preached ; but the crowd and concourſe was 
ſo great, and large numbers fo light and unſettled, 
and ſome fo noily, that we were under a neceſſity 
of concluding the meeting much ſooner than other- 
wiſe we might have done ; after which divers of the 
ſober people with tears deſired we would have another 
meeting, and propoſed our having a large _— | 

| Ou 
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hauſe in the town for the purpoſe. They appeared 
greatly grieved at the behaviour of ſome of their 
neighbours, and much diſappointed at hearing fo 
little of Truth's living teſtimony declared. My 
bowels yearned towards them, but we could not ſee 
a way open in the light to appoint another meeting. 
Indeed what little was uttered among them was fo 
much in the life that they greatly hungered for 
more ; and I thought it much better-to leave them 
hungering, than to fill them until they might even 
loath the honey-comb. So in much love we left 
them, and rode to Ballynacree. 


1th, We had good open meetings at Ballynacree 
and Colerain. My openneſs and ſervice was as 
uſual moſtly towards people not of our ſociety ; 
and next day at Toberhead, which appeared to be a 
feeble one; and the day following 1 had good ſatis- 
faction in the monthly meeting at Grange, near 
Charlemont, both in the publick and in the more 
ſelect part. There is a little living remant of valu- 
able Friends belonging to that monthly meeting. 
22d, We had a good meeting among Friends and 
others, at Ballahagan ; next day a relieving one at 
Moy ; and 25th, the fore and afternoon meetings 
at Grange were large and highly favoured, as was 
that held next day at the Preſbyterian meeting- 
lowule at Dungannon. The doctrines of the ever- 
laiting goſpel, in moſt of theſe meetings in the 
north, flowed like oil upon the ſpirits of the people. 
But this laſt meeting was hurt by an unſkiltul and 
unſeaſonable appearance, after the people were 
riſen to go out. | 


27th, We had a meeting at a place called Carbo- 
rough among a few Friends, and a pretty many 
Preſbyterians. In this meeting goſpel truths flow- 
ed ſomewhat largely, in a gentle current of life to 
the people ; but there was too little of a door of en- 
trance 
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trance into their hearts to admit of any great domi- 
nion of the life divine among them. Even Jeſus 
wrought not many. mighty works in ſome places, be- 
cauſe of the people's unbelief ; they ſhut*up the king- 
dom of heaven againſt themſelves, whieh is often the 
caſe in our day. Next day I attended at __ 
and from the 31ſt of the 8th month, to the 3d of 
the gth, was held the quarterly meeting there, in 
the courſe of which Truth reigned over all, both 
in publick teſtimony, and at times in ſolemn ſilence, 
though ſome ſpirits ſeemed oppoſed thereto. 4th, 
Attended again the meeting at Grange, and next 
day rode to Lurgan, and had a painful meeting 
there. Notice. was given to the town's people, 
and many attended ; but it ſeemed as though th 
knew ſcarce any thing about the life of religion. 
got little relief among them. Friends there, as well 
as others, are in a low ſtate. = 


After this I was at two meetings at Moyallen ; 
one ſilent, and the other nearly ſo. One at Bally- 
hagan, long filent and ſuffering, but ended trium- 
phant. One at Richhill, dull and painful. One 
at Caſtleſhane, ſilent until near the cloſe, when I 
opened to the people the impoſſibility of man's 
preaching the goſpel without immediate divine help. 
One at Coothill, wherein the joy of the Lord was 
our ſtrength, and in true goſpel authority the peo- 
ple were inſtructed in the goſpel myſteries of Chriſt 
in man, his hope of glory. At Coothill there was 
a great fair and a fight, which was in ſome degree 
bloody, conſidering the occaſion, between the ſol- 
diers with ſwords, and country people with clubs, 
about a lad juſt enlifted, who attempting to make 
his eſcape, the ſoldiers endeavoured to ſecure him, 
the country people were enraged, and aiming te 
ſupport his eſcape, the quarrel ran fo high that the 
{treet was in an uproar from end to end ;- and "_— 
crowded full of country people, town's people, an 

1 ſoldięrs, 
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ſoldiers, to the amount I ſuppoſe of ſeveral thoy- 
ſands, the ſcene was truly affecting; and though I 
believe there were no lives loſt, yet as there was 
conſiderable bloodſhed, and divers wounded, it 
afforded a very horrid ſpectacle of the depravity of 
human nature. And I thought it not amiſs to give 
a hint of it here, as it led me to mourn over the be- 
nighted and dreadful ſtate ok poor mankind. 


W hat dreadful wars have raged, through almoſt 
all ages and nations! What rivers of blood have 
human beings drawn from human beings | and what 
havock are men ſtill making of human lives, who 
fay they are chriſtians ! At this very day (Oh, ſad 
to mention) are France and England, and divers other 
European nations embroiled in cruel wars! Will 
the ſtate of mankind never be meliorated | Will the 
ſword devour for ever, and the glorious and benign 
influence of the goſpel, by the wrath of men 2 
ever be defeated! Forbid it, gracious heaven! Indeed, 
I firmly believe, the time will yet come, when * na- 
tion ſhall not lift up ſword againſt nation, neither 
© ſhall they learn war any more.'* O, bleſſed day 
O, precious ſtate of peace, harmony, and happineſs ! 
My ſpirit breathes unto God, that he may ariſe and 
hallen this great work of reformation on the earth; 
that the kingdoms of this world may become the 
kingdom of God, and of his Chriſt. Amen ſaith 
my ſoul. 1 


After this, from the 15th to the 21ſt, we had 
meetings at Old-Caſtle, Edenderry, Timahoe, 
Rathangan, Athy, and Ballynakill—the firſt of 
theſe was open and edifying, the next very eminent- 
ly overſhadowed and owned of the Shepherd of Iſrael, 
notwithſtanding there were ſome ſtrong oppoſers 
preſent. Bleſſed be the name of the Lord God 
Omnipotent, who reigneth and will reign over all, 
| convincing 
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convincing his enemies that they are but as duſt 
beneath his feet, and all their oppoſition to his ſpi- 
ritual reign and government, as a cloud which the 
ſun diſpelleth. 


The reſt of theſe · meetings were moſtly dull, 
painful ſeaſons, ſeveral almoſt filent, and the others 
laborious and but little relieving. At Rathangan a 
young man fat and behaved va irreverently during 
much of the meeting ; at the cloſe I reproved him ; 
he retorted, was angry, and denied the charge, and 
_ complained of ill treatment. I felt the power of 

truth increaſing over the meeting, and when he 
had vented bimfelf and ſpent his venomous ſhafts, I 
ſtood up and delivered what was further on my mind 
reſpecting the poor dark depraved creature, and ad- 
dreſſed the people in the love of the goſpel, the 
meeting cloſed to ſolid ſatis faction. I found after- 
wards he was a diſſolute ſtage-player. Oh the miſ- 
chiefs of the theatre] what diſſipation it promotes 
it operates directly againſt the life of religion, and 
tends to the deſtruction of morals! where ſhall we 
go to find the fear of God in an actor? yet, ſor- 
rowful to ſay, too many great profeſſors of chriſtia- 
nity, and ſome of the pretended miniſters of the 
had, are not aſhamed openly to plead for, and 
with all their eloquence promote the deſtructive 
practice of ſtage- playing. My very ſoul is grieved 
within me when I view the fallen ſtate of poor de- 
generated chriſtians, and above all the dead, dark, 
and carnal-minded ſtate of the clergy, fo called, 
like ſwarms of locuſts they darken the air, and in 
inany places eat up almoſt ny gpoen thing. In- 
ſtead of turning the people to God, they bring them 
under the adminiſtration of the letter that kills, and 
thus the ſpiritual freſhneſs or greenneſs, begotten 
of God at times by his holy ſpirit in ſome, 1s as it 
were eaten out. But God Almighty will ſweep © 
them from the face of the earth. he time aſſured- 
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ly cometh when great wg "nr merchandize and 
traffic ſhall fail, and when her fleſh ſhall be burnt 
with fire. The Lord of hoſts hath ſpoken it. 


The teſtimony at Athy was much by way of 
opening the deceits, worldly- mindedneſs, and want 
of real goſpel qualification, in thoſe hireling teach- 
ers, who, if ever ſuch in any age exiſted, are the 
blind leaders of the blind.“ And I am perſuaded 
that no claſs of men in theſe nations do more to ob- 
ſtruct the true work of the goſpel, and the coming 
of Chriſt's kingdom on earth as in heaven, than 
| theſe; but I repeat it again, God will do them 
away! For falſe religion and worſhip ſhall be ſhaken 
as well as earthly- mindedneſs and corrupt govern- 
ment, in order to make way for that which cannot 
be ſhaken, the work of God's holy ſpirit in men's 
hearts, and that worſhip and religion which the 
holy operation thereof enables man to perſevere in 
to his. own unſhaken peace, and the exaltation of 
the divine glory. | 


At Ballynakill there was ſo little ſenſe of true re- 
ligion among the people, and fo much lightneſs and 
ixreverence, that no way opened in the ſpring of the 
_ goſpel to preach Jeſus and the reſurrection among 
them; ſo the meeting was neceſſarily filent, for we 
preach not ourſelves ;. and not being able rightly to 
call Jeſus Lord, but by the Holy Ghoſt, durſt not 
attempt to preach his goſpel without that divine 
unction and influence, well knowing it cannot be 
done; and that ſo many thouſands attempting to do 
it, has been the means of overrunning the nations 
with the dead formal image of worſhip, conſiſting 
of words without life, and founds without ſubſtance. 


| When the meeting concluded I reproved the levi- 

ty and ureverence of the people, endeavoured to put 
[ them 
* Mat. xv. 14. 
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them upon a ſerious inquiry reſpecting a preparation 
for death, and left them with an aching heart. Ma- 
ny. of them ſeemed not to know their right hand 
from their left, more than the Ninevites did ; which 
is indeed the caſe with too many of the profeſſors of 
chriſtianity in England and Ireland ; and the prieſts 
above all men have mournfully contributed to its be- 
ing ſo! And this I believe will ever be the caſe, where 
and ſo long as the preachers are mere hirelings : For, 
God will not give his glory to another, nor his praiſe 
to graven images, or the works of men's hands of any 
kind, however ſpecious or refined. He will indeed 
* glorify the houſe of his glory,“ where his honour. 
dwelleth; where his holy ſpirit is the ſpring of 
action; and where he is the worker of all things :? 
where his people will be ſtill, and know that he is 
God; where they patiently waz for him, and let 
him ariſe,'+ not ariſing themſelves before him ox 
without him, | 


But alas! alas! who and where are theſe? Tra- 
ly not all who are profeſſing ſo to do. But this is 
& ſtandard unto which the true and thorough goſ- 
pel worſhipper muſt be reduced. And though too 
many among us are falling ſhort of this ſtandard, 
yet there are many who are alive in the power and 
dominion of Truth, our firſt principle, and which 
is the everlaſting principle and ſupport of all that is 
truly religious in every fociety to the world's end. 


Under theſe conſiderations I do moſt fervently 
deſire we may be a living, faithful, ſpiritual people; 
firmly believing, if we are ſufficiently ſo, we ſhall; 
above all the families of the earth, ſhew forth God's 
praiſe ; many thouſands will flow unto Sion, there 
they will behold Jeruſalem a quiet habitation ; be 
bleffed with the dew of Hermon, and rejoice in the 


dew that deſcends on the mountains of Zion, where. 
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the Lord commands the bleſſing, even life for ever- 
more; whilſt the mere ſelf- active, formal hirelingy, 
remaining in their ſelf-aCtive ſtate, promoting abo- 
liſhed ſhadowy obſervations, will not aſcend far in- 
to the mountain of myrrh, and hill of frankincenſe, 
but continue to wither and die.—Read William 
Penn's riſe and progreſs of the people called Quakers, 
wherein is ſhewn how one people after another ſunk 
into formality. Conſider deeply how lamentably it 
has been the caſe with ſome of us; and know aſ- 
ſuredly, that if we keep not in the divine life, we 

ſhall be rejected as well as others. 


However, if I am given to diſcern the ſigns of 
the times, a revival will take place among us; but 
it will be only through faithfulneſs and deep dwell- 
ing, being baptized into death, and ariſing in the 
newneſs of life with Chriſt. It will not be through 
a great increaſe of rules of diſcipline ; many have 
been zealous therein, and centered too much in the 
letter that kills. 5 


The ſcriptures are good, very good; diſcipline, 
770 rules, and good order, all very neceſſary; but 

ill it is the ſpirit that quickens and giveth life; 
every departure from a right dependance on it, every 
zealous movement in ſupport of Trath's teſtimony 
independant of its neceſſary aid, tends to introduce 
death, and ſet man on the throne, inſtead of him 
who is God over all for ever. 


22d, We attended meeting both fore and afternoon 
at Mountmelick, where live our beloved friends 
Mary Ridgeway and Jane Watſon,who were lately 
on a religious viſit to 133 ; they were both at 
this time at home, where I was glad to feel unit 
with their ſpirits in the freſh life of the everlaing 
covenant. It was a time of conſiderable opennets 


and enlargement in the goſpel, I had, as at =—_ 
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other places, to bear teſtimony againſt the blind lead- 
ets of the blind which ſwarm through the land, and 
are a grievous oppreſſion upon the poor people, 
grinding them down exceedingly, and yet in general 
doing them no good; but a great deal of injury in 
regard to the things of bag I Indeed, if ever 
people ſpent their money for that which is not 

read, they do it moſt ſorrowfully fo, both in Eng- 
land and Ireland. | 


2 3d, 1 vifited two ſchools, attended a meeting of 
miniſters and elders, and then rode to Tullamore, 
where we had a meeting conſiſting of the people of 
the town chiefly. 25th, We had a lively precious 
meeting at Ballymurry. Next day I reſted and wrote, 
and endeavoured to be content in my preſent allot- 
ment, though truly it is ſometimes difficult to feel 
reſignation in ſo painful a Pilgrimage as much of 
mine has been in Ireland. There is fo much ſuper- 
ſtition and lifeleſs formality among the people in ge- 
neral ; fo little real religious exerciſe, or true know- 
ledge and experience of divine things; and ſuck 
ſtriving to make forms and creaturely performances 
anſwer inſtead of life and ſubſtance ; that it is often 
almoſt impoſſible to obtain much ſolid relief, by ex- 
preſſing among them even what opens and impreſſes 
the mind in the life and love of the goſpel. 


This was a moft trying day to me. The ele- 
ments ſeemed all in commotion. Strife, conteſt, 
and alarm ſeemed almoſt continually to pervade the 
whole man, and agitate all that was alive within me, 
I trove for calmneſs and patience ; but great was the 
diſtreſs, which I was left to labour under, and ex- 
treme the deſertion of all ſenſible comfort or divine 
good. I Jooked up towards heaven; I tried to draw 
inwardly near unto God, and to crave his aſſiſtance, 
and the return of his countenance and preſence ; but 
he bid himſelf in thick darkneſs, and ſtood as $ gero | 
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aloof from my cry. I was greatly overwhelmed 
with ſorrow, and ſwallowed up of diſtreſs ! I retired 
ſeveral times; | lay down on my bed; I read the 
bible and ſome other precious writings ; but through 
all I felt almoſt as if I was entirely forſaken - At 
length I yielded up my whole life and being, as I 
had often done before, to go through and endure 
every pang, peril, and perturbation, which God all- 
wiſe might ſee meet to prove me with, and for as 
long continuance as he ſhould ſee needful.—So, in 
the evening, the waves of the ſea began to ſubſide a a 
little at his voice, whom both wind and ſea obey for 
ever. I grew more tranquil, and had a pretty good 
night's reſt. This morning when I awoke, being 
27th, I felt in my body as if I had been all over 
bruiſed, ſuch had been my extreme agony of ſoul 
yeſterday, and ſuch is the ſympathy between ſoul 
and body. Some may ſcarce believe me; but there 
is one who knows I le not. I read, and then walk- 
ed out a while; the ſun ſhone pleaſantly ; the birds 
fang, and the whole face of nature was beauti- 
ful; but my ſoul remembered the gall and the 
wormwood, and I ſeemed forbidden to take much 
ſatisfaction in any thing viſible. Oh, my God, 
thou art weaning me ſtill more and more, and much 
more than 1 once thought neceſſary, from the 
world, and from all that is in it. Well, good is thy 
will, and thy counſel] is excelleat. Do with me 
what thou wilt; form, faſhion, and reduce me as 
thou pleaſeſt. Thou haſt given me clearly to ſee, 
that many who have even been m thy furnace came 
out too foon, and remain droſſy and impure all their 
days by not abiding thy judgments, and not enduring 
the turnings of thy holy hand upon them, and not 
following thee fully into all that Teparates and weans 
from all that fleſh and blood delights in, which 
thou calleſt for, and art gravtouſly leading ſuch as 
will follow thee into. Oh! redeem my foul from 


all that binders its full aud unimpeded accels Ws 
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the fountain of living waters: ſet my affections 
wholly on things divine, and make me entirely thy 
own in the heavenly image and fellowſhip for 


28th, In deep depreſſion of ſpirit I attended the 
ſele quarterly meeting at Moat, held for miniſters 
and elders of the province of Leinſter ;- and next 
day I attended the publick quarterly 2 was 
ſilent, excepting a few words ; and the day follow- 
ing I attended almoſt in filenee the meeting for 
church affairs; and Oh! the want of deeper dwel> 
ling in the divine life | 


1ſt of 10th month. Having thus ſpent four or 
five days, moſtly in deep diſtreſs and agony of ſoul, 
the Lord was graciouſly pleaſed to open the ſpring 
of life, unſeal my lips, and make me dip my 
in oil, treading on high places in the name and 
ſtrength of the higheſt. He tuned my harp anew, 
put a new ſong in my heart and mouth, and divine- 
ly ſtrung my bow for battle ; thus the concluding 


meeting held for worthip this laſt _ of the quar- 


terly meeting was eminently owned of the Lord; 
and Chriſt, the reſurrection and the life was joyfully 
known among us: in his ręſurrection we — 
with him; and becauſe he lived, we lived alſo; I 
mean principally ſuch as had been baptized in the 
likeneſs of his death, watched faithfully with him, 
and continued with him in his temptations and ſuf- 
ferings ; for unto theſe it was he appointed a king- 
dom: theirs it is; and they continuing ſte; 
with him through all tribulation, ſhall, in ſpite of 
death and hell, enjoy it. Much ſearching work 
prevailed in teſtimony, through the openings of 
life, and much conſolation to the mourners in Sion, 
was graciouſly vouchſafed. x | 


zd, Was at Bir; and, 4th, we had a moſt tri- 
Fe umphaut 
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\umphant meeting at Montrath ; the teſtimony of 
the goſpel flowed like oil to many, and yet Anti- 
chriſt was expoſed in his true colours: bleſſed for 
ever be the Lord, who hitherto hath helped us. 
After this we had meetings at Knock-Ballymaher, 
Rofs-Crea, Limerick, Cork, Bandon, Y oughall, 
Garryrian, Clonmel, and the ſeveral ſittings of the 
quarterly meeting at Waterford, for the province 
of Munſter. Divers of theſe were highly favoured 
ſeaſons, but ſome of them afforded far leſs ſatisfac- 
tion than others. From thence we went to Dub- 
lin, in order to attend the national half year's meet- 
ing, where I was again kindly received by my kind 
friend Thomas Rewley and children : and many 
other dear friends gave me a hearty welcome ; this 
has alſo been my experience in many other places, 
On the 26th, 6 national ſelet meeting opened; 
it was large, and the members, at leaſt - ſome of 

them, appeared to be alive in a good degree in the . 
holy root. 


27th, In the meetings at Meath-Street and Sy- 
camore- alley, I was greatly favoured ; Truth's di- 
vine teſtimony was, like fire among rubbiſh, againſt 
worldly mindednefs, indifference, and revolt ; and 
ſome freſh encouragement flowed to the mourners 
in Sion, the drooping- ſpirited and young and ten- 
der; the doctrines and conſolations of tlie goſpel 
being pretty largely opened. The four days follow- 
ing were held and concluded the national meeting 
for good order in the ſociety. Alſo two more meet- 
ings for worſhip, and the concluding ſelect meet- 
ing, all theſe as parts of the national meeting. A 
good degree of zeal appeared in many for the ſup- 
port of our chriſtian diſcipline; ind things were 
conducted in a degree of brotherly love and con- 
eord. And yet the lack in too many of the divine 
anointing oil, in the ſeveral movements, was fo 
ſenſibly felt, that I fat rather a mourner in W 1 
| ele 
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theſe meetings, and could ſay but very little in them 
from firſt to Jaſt. | 


I may here relate a remarkable occurrence, viz. 
when 1 was in Dublin, ſoon after my firſt landing, 
I was livingly opened in the life and power of the 
goſpel, at a meeting at Sycamore-alley, in which, 
among other things, I had a good deal to fay about 
the ſpiritual fire of the Lord which is in Sion, and 
his furnace, which is in Jeruſalem, for the refining 
of all ſuch as ever become his ſons and daughters. 
A man, in a ſtable near by, made a great noiſe to 
drown my voice, which he continued for ſome lit- 
tle time, and as my voice raiſed he increaſed his 
noiſe; and I was told that ſome heard him ſaying 
ſomething in contempt about the fire I ſpake of, or 
however he was heard ſpeaking about the burning of 
the fire. Another perſon diſcharged a gun juſt by 
the meeting- houſe, when I was in the midſt of my 
moſt fervent engagement; the report was very 
loud and diſturbed many; but I was carried thro' 
as if nothing had happened ; bleſſed be the name of 
the Lord. But now on my return to Dublin, I 
was fully informed, that the poor wretched man, 
who ſhouted fo loudly in the ſtable to drown my 
voice, and ſpake ſo ignorantly about the burning of 
the fire, was in leſs than two weeks after conſumed 
to death by fire in the ſame ſtable where he had thus 
impiouſly behaved ; for the ſtable taking fire by 
ſome means when he was in it, he was burnt before 
he could be got out. 


This I heard of ſeveral weeks before my return, 
but 1 choſe not to inſert it until I had got fuller in- 
formation and confirmation in the city ; but finding 
it fact, and much noticed by many people of diffe- 
rent religious profeſſions in Dublin, as a very re- 
markable inſtance of the providence or judgment of 
God, I thought proper to give the relation of it 

a place 
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a place here, and I do it. without preſuming to fay 
_ how far it was in ſpecial judgment. But as God's 
dealings are all in wiſdom, perhaps ſuch an inſtance 
of his all wiſe government as this, may have a ſtri- 
king and profitable effect upon ſome of the hardened 
and daring who may read it, or at leaſt may tend to 
guard and cautien ſome of the leſs abandoned a- 
gainſt giving way to the ſuggeſtions of infidelity, 
profaneneſs, or audacity. For moſt aſſuredly there 
is a God of juſtice as well as mercy, who ſees and 
knows all our thoughts, words, and actions, and 
for every evil will bring us into judgment; yea, 
for every thing contrary te his holy will and 
wiſdom. bal“ 


Aſter the national meeting, which ended on the 
laſt day of the 10th month, I ſtaid in Dublin ſome 


days, not ſeeing my way open to go for England or 
elſewhere. 5 


The iſt of the 11th month, 1 was again ſilent at 
the meeting at Sycamore-alley, as I alſo was at the 
meeting in the forenoon on the farſt-day following; 
but in the afternoon at Sycamore- alley, I was ſome- 
what enlarged, though not a great deal relieved. 
My ſoul was indeed, for a number of days, in deep 
affliction in that great city; inſomuch that I greatly 

doubted my being enabled to leave it with pleaſant- 
neſs. d, I attended a meeting at Ballybrigan, 
about fifteen miles from Dublin, appointed for my 
dear friend Ann Tuke, daughter of William Tuke 
of Y o1k{hire, in England. This meeting was very 
diſtreſſing : the people ſeemed to know but very 
little of the real nature of divine worſhip. I return- 
ed in heavineſs to the city, and next day got a de- 
gree of refreſhment in the meeting at Meath- ſtreet, 

through deep dwelling and keeping low in and with 
a little low ſtream of life, which at length enlazged 
to ſomething of a river ; but ſtill I could not _— 
e 
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eaſe off my burden, nor riſe above my deep depreſ- 
ſion of ſpirit. Another meeting at the ſame place in 
the afternoon, appointed by A. Tuke, afforded me 
a degree of additional relief, ſo that I began to feel 
a little cheerful. cth, I felt reſtrained from attend- 
ing a meeting appointed for the ſame Friend at Dun- 
leary ; I knew not why, but I felt eaſieſt to decline 

oing, ſol reſted and wrote at the houſe of my dear 
riend Thomas Bewley, bringing up this account to 
the time of ſaid day of reſt and writing. | 


>> ———— —— ——— — 


AFTER writing thus far, our dear friend, not 
feeling himſelf at liberty to leave Dublin, until the 
gth of 11th month, when by accounts received he 
attended a public meeting at Johnſtown, and being 
accompanied by S. S. and A. S. went that evening 
to Ballitore, to the houſe of our friend Elizabeth 
Shackleton. On firſt-day, the 1oth, he ſpoke large- 
ly in the morning meeting, and very, powerfully 
in a publick meeting which was held in the 
evening at his requeſt, after which, he imparted 
wouny and inſtructive counſel in a Friend's family, 
concluding in awful ſupplication. The following 
night he was taken unwell, which continued to in- 
creaſe until the 14th, when an eruption appeared, 
which proved to be the ſmall-pox, during which 
time his mind was preſerved in calmneſs and reſig- 
nation, and he mentioned that it mattered little what 
part of the world he died in; that he ſometimes 
hoped to ſee New-England again, and his dear chil- 
dren, but that he had no will in it ; that he had 
looked cloſely towards home, and his connexions, 
and into the 2 of his own mind, though he did 
not know how the diſorder might terminate.” Du- 
ring the progreſs of the diſorder, he was kindly at- 
tended by ſeveral Friends, and among them was our 
B b friend 
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friend Ann Tuke, who preſerved the following 
daily account 


5th day, 74th, He ſaid, there is an eternal Arm 
underneath each of us, which is ſufficient to bear up 
and ſupport, and will do it, as far as is needful we 
ſhould be ſupported. I have long been confirmed 
in the ſentiment, that nothing could poſſibly hap- 
pen that would harm me while I keep under the di- 
vine influence.“ 


A phyſician from Dublin having been ſent for, 
came this evening, with which he expreſſed ſatisfac- 
tion, ſaying, he deſired that he would continue near 
him, which he did accordingly. Some time after, 
he ſaid, ** though I am not without ſome conſider- 
able bodily pain, yet I feel ſuch a portion of that 
good which is infinite, that it does not ſeem worth 
mentioning, and if there was no greater enjoy ment 
hereafter, the preſent would be a ſtate truly deſira- 
ble, through a never ending eternity, and yet the 
fulneſs is ſtill more deſirable.“ | 


The evening of the 14th, he dictated a letter to 
| his relations and friends at home, from which the 
following are extracted. 


% Dear beloved parents, (all three) Brothers and 
fifters, relations and friends, 


„ am now at Ballitore, dee Ke r Iriſh miles 
from Dublin, and ] ſuppoſe undoubtedly entered five 
days into the ſmall-pox ; the eruption began yeſter- 

day, and is very greatly increaſed to- J. Jam ve- 
ry agreeably attended by phyſicians and the kindeſt 
of friends. — My diftreſs of body, through extreme 
difficulty of breathing, &c. has, for a ſhort ſpace 
of time, been almoſt equal to any thing I can ſup- 
poſe human nature capable of, but (it is now half paſt 

nine 
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nine at night) this has been a very comfortable day, 
and juſt now, and for ſome hours paſt, have been 
almoſt as eaſy as at any time in my life, I think 
certainly never more ſo in mind feel no kind of 
alarm; but the iſſue is certainly very doubtful. I 
feel eaſieſt to addreſs you in this manner, principally 
that you may know that my mind enjoys a fulneſs 
of that which removes beyond the reach of all ſor- 
row. My dear children are placed fo that I have 
been pretty eaſy, but I could with them to get a 
little more learning than ſome of them are at pre- 
ſent in the way of; and although 1 do not with 
much of the world's poliſh, yet it is, at this awful 
moment, my deſire, that they may not be brought 
up with much ruſticity, for this I believe has not 


very often contributed either to civil or religious uſe- 
fulneſs. 


« My defires for my children's ſubſtantial growth 
in the truth, and ſtrict adherence to all its diſco- 
veries, to the cloſe of their days, is by far the prin- 
cipal wiſh I have for them. Out of the enjoy- 
ment of a good degree of this precious inheritance 
I know of nothing in this world worth living for. 
Ye that know it, ſuffer nothing, I moſt cordially 
beſeech you, ever to divert your minds from an in- 
creaſing and fervent purſuit after the fulneſs of it, 
even unto the meaſure of the ſtature and fulneſs of 


Chriſt. 


lt is almoſt marvellous how my ſtrength of 
body and mind holds out to addreſs you in this man- 
ner. I wy now juſt mention, that nothing will 
be knowingly neglected for my comfort of body or 
mind, that ww. phyſicians or friends can afford; and 
greater cheerfulneſs, and even pleaſure in doing all 
they can, I have not met with amon my ne Thy 
lations. I pray the Lord, in the 2 45 of His grace 

to reward them with flowings of his love. 
B b « At 
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At the preſent day things are conſiderably ripen- 
ing, and I have not the leaſt doubt that, before a 
great while, a high way will be opened through 

ingdoms and nations, where darkneſs has lon 
reigned, for the publication of the everlaſting a 
pel in its true life and authority; and as what is re- 
vealed in the ear, is in due time to be declared on 
the houſe-top, I have little or no doubt that the true 
doctrine of Chriſt will be much better underſtood, 
than has hitherto been generally the caſe. 


'© Tt is now eleven, I want reſt; whether I ſhall 
be able to add further is to me at preſent unknown ; 
and however it may be, in the fulneſs and almoſt 
unlimited flowings of true goſpel love, I am, and 
truſt ſhall ever remain in beſt affection, your ſincere 


relation and friend, | 
JOB SCOTT. 


15th. The diſorder is pretty ſtrongly mak- 
ing its progreſs; I can ſcarce get any fleep; my 
ſtrength fails a little, but I admire at its holding out 
lo well; the pock on the face is, if not quite, very 
nearly confluent ; the face conſiderably ſwelled ; on 
the body it is pretty diſtin&t. The phyſicians ſpeak 
very encouragingly, I believe, in my abſence, as 
well as preſence ; but were it not that little or no 
ſenſe ſeems given me as to the iſſue one way or the 
other, I believe from the ſymptoms as they are, and 
from my knowledge of my own conſtitution, and 
the very different climate from America, 1 ſhould 
prett 3 look out for diſſolution, although 
my ait are under little or no depreſſion at all.— 
Perhaps I never ſaw a time before, when all things, 
not criminal, were ſo near alike to me in point of 
any diſturbance to the mind. I do not know, but 
when awake, and capable of contemplation, I near- 
ly rejoice and give thanks in all. When I verge a 
little towards lep I am all afloat from the ſtate of 
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my nerves, and from the extreme irritation forced 
almoſt immediately, and with very unpleaſant ſen- 
fations, from beginning repoſe, but through all the 
foul ſeems deeply anchored in God. Many and 
painful have been the probationary exerciſes of this 
life to me. Ah! were there probability of ſtrength, 
how 1 could enlarge, for my heart ſeems melted 
within me in retroſpeCtive view; but all the for- 
mer conflicts, however grievous in their time, are 
lighter now than vanity, except as they are clearly 
ſeen to have contributed largely to the ſanctification 
of the ſoul ; as they are remembered with awfulneſs 
and gratitude before Him who has not been wanting 
to preſerve through them all; and as they ſeem like- 
ly to introduce either very ſhortly, or before a ver 

long time, to an exceeding and eternal weight of glo- 
ry. Some have anxiouſly withed to have their time 
to live over again; but though ſome of my early foi- 
bles and after deviations, might poſſibly, on a ſecond 
trial, be eſcaped, yet I know not but there is quite 
as much reaſon to think a ſecond might fall very 
ſhort of the firſt, as in any degree to exceed it; 
however, I have no kind of ſelf. complacency on ac- 
count of any good works properly mine. y own 
works I have long ſeen the neceſſitv to ceaſe from, 
and truſt, through the grace of God, by which I 
am what I am, 1 have been enabled, in ſome pre- 
cious degree, to do ſo. It is the Lord who worketh 
my works in me, and magnified be his name for 
ever, he has often worked in me mightily, to my 
own humbling admiration, and I truſt, at times, to 
the thankful acknowledgment of many others ; and 
as certainly as he liveth, he would work mightily 
in many thouſands, if they would but let him ariſe 
over all in them. Indeed he worketh in all as far 
as they give way to his ariſing. This doctrine is 
to me as clear and certain at this moment as ever it 
has been, and | have often been conſtrained to pro- 
claim it to the nations, ſometimes with almoſt in- 
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vincible authority, and ſomerimes under à great deal 
of weakneſs and obſtruction. The laſt has tended 
much to keep the creature rightly dependant and 
humble, and through every diſpenſation the Leader 
of Iſrael has ſeen beſt what was beſt for me. 


« Let my children be engaged in ſome innocent 
- employments, as much as well may be, out of the 
way of a great deal of temptation, and if I had need 
to add it, out of the way of very great accumula- 
tion; and yet, through induſtry and perſeverance, 
moderately produQtive. My very ſoul abhors the 
idea that a chriſtian can ever be at liberty, whilft 
under the influence of heavenly good, to ſeek, or 
even defare much wealth, though this diſpoſition, 
indirect oppoſition to the life and doctrine of Chriſt, 
has gone far towards the deſtruction of true ſpiri- 
tual religion, I believe in almoſt every religious fo- 
ciety in the world.“ 


16th. The fore part of the night and this morn- 
ing he ſlept; in the courſe of the day faid to A. T. 
«4. have ſeen the magnanimity of a true believer, 
and how one that is really ſo would bear all the tri- 
als permitted to attend him ;” and by way of illuſ- 
ration, added very forcibly, + Doſt thou believe 
m God, thou 'muſt alſo believe in the juſtneſs of 
all his diſpenſations It is a comfort to me thy lot is 
caſt among us. This is a ſervice, if | had not any 
other in Ireland. Death is a ſervice we all owe to 
our great Creator, and ſickneſs is a ſervice required 
of many. Oh Ireland, Ireland! The Lord thy 
-  - God hath ſervice for thee in Ireland, was often 
- - founded through the ear of my ſoul, before I left 
home, as diſtinctly as you hear me now ſpeak it.” 
In the morning, when ſpeaking to the doctors who 
attended him, he ſaid to this purpoſe, ** I believe 
+ my having the diſorder, and being here, is in the 
-esdering of Providence, It is not given me to 
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i- know the event; but if there be a field of future 
labour for me to enter into, it is as poſſible for the 
| Maſter to raiſe me up now as it was at the firft ; but 
I have no will in it, I think.” Tie fore part of this 
day he ſeemed eaſy, and walked down fairs, ex- 
reſſing that he could do it nearly as well as ever. 
The fever came on towards evening, and he became 
very reſtleſs; his ſwallowing was alſo difficult, but 
had no other unfavourable - ſymptom, and this was 
not deemed more than uſual in this affliting diſor- 
der. In the night got ſome uneaſy fleep, ſwallow- 
ing and expectoration very difficult and painful. 


Firſt-day morning the 19th, on being aſked how 
he reſted, replied, I have got through with what 
we call much difficulty to obtain a little relief.“ 
He deſired his affectionate love to M. B. the family, 
and friends in Dublin, intimating the weight of the 
diſorder, and his eſcape from many trials, if he 
ſhould be removed; yet ſaid, * The Lord is able 
to raiſe me up, his Arm 1s underneath, but from 
my preſent feebleneſs, it is very uncertain ;”” and 
ſeemed not to have any concluſion how it would ter- 
minate. He deſired to be remembered to dear M. 
R. and J. W. in the love of the everlaſting goſpel. 
At another time ſaid, © I am in a very low way, 
cannot ſee about the event, but muſt leave all to 
the Lord; the ſtrength of nature ſeems very doubt- 

ful.“ He continued all this day under much op- 
preſsion from the load of matter, took wine and 
bark every hour, but no alarming ſymptoms ap- 
peared. He requeſted, that if he was removed, 
ſome further particulars might be tranſmitted; to his 
friends at home, adding in ſubſtance. The Lord's 
will is bleſſed, and I feel no controverſy with it. 
It is the Lord that enables us to coincide” with his 
will, and ſay amen to all the trials and conflicts he 
permits to attend us. My mind is centred in that 
which brings into perfect acquieſcence: there is 
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nothing in this world worth being enjoyed out of 


the divine will. It is his will that brings us into a 
ſtate of exiſtence, and it is for a purpoſe of his glo- 

When my mind is abſtracted, and capable of 
deriving ſatisfaction from any thing outward, it is 
an inexpreſsible ſatisfattion that my lot is caſt here, 
and that I am ſurrounded by ſuch near and dear 
friends, both from within this family, and theſe 
without who have accompanied.” The fore part 
of this night ſlept more than uſual, and remained 
through the whole of it tolerably eafy. 


18th, 2d-day. Frequently expreſſed that nature 
had a hard *ſtruggle, and his getting through was 
very doubtful. The ſymptoms, confidering the 
load of matter, ee favourable. He gave di- 

rections, that, if he ſhould go hence, every thin 
about his interment ſhould be plain and ſimple, — 
ſaid that he who raiſed up Lazarus could, if he had 
further labour for him to do, break his bands aſun- 
der; but that, when he reafoned upon the nature of 
the diſorder and his own conſtitution, and felt the 
conflicts of nature, it ſeemed as if he was gradually 
advancing towards his everlafting home. To two 
Friends from Mountmelick he expreſſed his entire 
refignation to divine diſpoſal, and that he found no- 
thing to ſtand between him and the fountain of ever- 
laſting love: ſaid, he knew many Friends in Ire- 
land loved him, and he loved them in the Lord 
Jeſus, and defired to be affectionatel) remembered 
to ſuch as might enquire after him.“ This night, 
and until three in the morning, (3d-day 19th) he 
patiently and quietly ſuffered much ; yet got ſeveral 
About ſeven in the evening his ſtomach, too 
weak to bear the bark and wine, diſcharged the laſt 
potion; he remarked theſe efforts to ſupport nature 
failing; and added, There are many reſources in 
nature, but if the great Author of nature does not 
think fit that any of them ſhould be for me, ms 
| well; 
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well : I could not deſire to have ſuch another ſtrug- 
gle to go through, and I think, if you can part 
with me, I can with you, with a degree of cheerful- 
be fore part of the night ſpent quiet and 
patient as uſual, much oppreſſed and worn down 
with this grievous malady : he ſaid, ** 1 have no 
fear, for perfect love caſteth out all fear, and he 
that feareth is not perfected in love.” 


20th, About five o'clock on fourth day morning, 
he ſupplicated thus: O Lord my God, thou that 
haſt been with me from my youth to this day ; if a 
man who hath endured with a degree of patience the 
various turnings of thy holy kink may be permit- 
ted to ſupplicate thy name; cut ſhort the work in 
righteouſneſs, if conſiſtent with thy will; thou, 
who haſt wrought deliverance for Jacob, evince that 
thou art able to break my bonds afunder, and ſhew 
forth thy ſalvation, that fo my ſoul may magnify 
thy name for ever and ever.” And after apattf 
wherein he ſeemed to feel the earneft of his petition, 
added, So be it faith my ſfoul.'——After two o'clock 
his ſtomach refuſed all nouriſhment, and a hiccough 
came on; he faid, Do not force nature, let me 
p= quietly away to the eternal inheritance, to which 

have no objection to go, and the ſooner the better 
if the work be done, I have no wiſh to lay here. 
His oppreſſion ſeemed to increaſe, and in a little 
while he ſaid, I am waiting patiently to ſee the 
ſalvation of God : do you wait patiently with me. 
I have no, deſire, nor the ſhadow of deſire, to be 
reſtored. I hope the doctors will ſoon find that 
they have done their part.” The fore part of this 
night he could take little except water, flept at times 
pretty eaſy to appearance, at others his —_— 
very difficult. On P. J. aſſiſting him, he faid, 
am no flatterer, but thou art one I depended on for 
outward aſſiſtance. Thou haſt contributed much 


W. anne IT Y 0 
S4 a | 


| 


— —  — CF — 


278 JOURNAL OF 


to the relief of this body, and thy being here has 
been an inexpreſſible ſatisfaction to me. 


21ſt. At three o'clock on gth-day morning, 
_ faid. & You have ſeen the awful progreſs of this dif- 
order ; as to me, it matters little, only preſent pain 
may the Lord releaſe me ſhortly.” Complained 
of the want of more air, and ſeemed declining faſt. 
Towards evening ſaid, ** You may tell my friends 
in New-England, and every part of the world, that 
never did my ſoul bleſs the Lord on account of an 
worldly enjoyment, as I do now, in the bleſſing felt 
by me to be contained in the proſpect of a very 
ſpeedy releaſe.” Toa perſon who came to ſee him 
he ſaid, Oh! Charles! Charles! an inheritance 
in the eternal truth is infinitely, infinitely ſaperior 
to all the enjoyments this — can afford; remem- 
ber it as long as thou liveſt.” Some time after, I 
do not wiſh haſtily to make my eſcape; but if the 
Ixt&-will be pleaſed to releaſe me from the bonds of 
mortality and the ſtruggles of life, and to cut the 
work ſhort, confiderably ſhort, in righteouſneſs, I 
think [ ſhall be willing to enrol it in the lift of his 
unſpeakable favours.” To the aforeſaid, © Fare- 
well Charles, let no poſſible conſideration divert 
thee from a cloſe attention to that, without which 
life muſt be lived in -vain.” At another time faid, 
Some of my wiſhes for myſelf are centred in as 
ſpeedy a releaſe as may be conſiſtent with the will 
of our heavenly Father, and an admiſſion, which 1 
have no doubt at all, not in the leaſt degree, of ob- 
taining, into that glorious kingdom, where the 
wicked ceaſe from troubling, and the weary foul is 
eternally ar reſt.” In a while after, 1 think 1 
have not, for ſeveral years paſt, known much or 
any thing of boaſting ; I have known ſomething of 
that law of grace, whereby all boaſting is entirely 
excluded; but I may ſay, through that which has 
ſupported me under all the trials and conflias _ 
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have attended my paſſage through life, to you m 


beloved friends as to dear children. follow me as 1 
have endeavoured to follow Chriſt Jeſus, the Lord 


of life and glory, and the Rock of my eternal 
falvation.” 


At another time ſaid, ** It would have been de- 
firable to me to have been favoured with a clearer 
and more certain proſpect reſpecting the termination 
of this event; yet if I ſhould be continued a while 
longer, I do not diſpute but my end would be un- 
ſpeakably glorious. —lt would be painful to me to 
have to return again to combat the trials and con- 
flicts of mortality; but if the Lord ſhould ſee meet 
to continue me a while longer, I muſt ſubmit, 
after having in humility and reſignation put up my 
interceſhons to be releaſed from the ſtruggle of 
nature; to have had proſpects of further labour is 
not uncommon, it has happened to many ; and the 
Lord can raiſe up and qualify others for his own 
work and ſervice, and he will ſend by whom he 
will ſend, and is able to ſave by many or by few. 
J feel, and I wiſh you to feel for and with me, after 
the eternal Rock of life and ſalvation ; for, as we 
are eſtabliſhed thereon, we ſhall be in the everlaſt- 
ing unity, which cannot be ſhaken by all the chan- 
ges of time, nor interrupted in a never-ending eter- 
nity. I do expect conſiderable derangement will 
now take place; it is no di ment to me, 
and ought to be none to thoſe who truſt in the 
Lord, and put no confidence in the fleſh.” -In a 
while ſaid, ] muſt not expect a releaſe but by 
ſuffering a due proportion of pain and diſtreſs. - You 
may feel ſympathy with me, but you cannot feel 
the reduction which muſt precede a releaſe.” 


* 5 
In the courſe of fifth-day he was rather more 
lightſome, and tried ſeveral things to find what 
| . 


— — — "toy, nts Fr * 


2 JOURNAL OF 


heved-from the extreme difficulty of breathing, but 
Altered much towards evening, and increaſed in 
weakneſs. About one o'clock on ſixth- day morne 
ing, after' ſuffering great uneaſineſs, and getting 


little or no reſt, he ſaid, © O Lord | if it be con» 


ſiſtent with thy holy will, let looſe my bands, and 
ſend the moment of relief to my poor body and 
foul.” Afterwards ſaid, We cannot approve. or 
diſapprove by parts, the works of Omnipote 
rightly; we muſt approve the whole, and ſay, Thy 
will be done in all things.” From one to three he was 
extremely reſtleſs and uneaſy, from (as he expreſſed 
it) the extreme irritability of the whole nervous ſyſ- 
tem, which he ſaid was as great as could be imagin- 
ed. At times he rambled a little, but ſaid, I 
all things muſt be endured. Do you, who judge in 
the light, judge me for impatience ?” I anſwered, 
; ary the reverſe, . and that we were ſenſible his bo- 
ily diſtreſs was great, and wiſhed to alleviate it. 
He added, I cannot charge myſelf on that ac- 
count,” meaning impatience. About four he ſeem- 
ed in great agony and conflict; turning his head fre- 
quently on the pillow ; and ſaid, Can it be upon 
any other ground but that the time is come that the 
purpoſe-muſt be effected. Quarter paſt four, he 
defired to be turned on his right ſide, which ſeem- 
ed a momentary- relief. Calling to P. J. he ſaid, 
„% Make great allowance for me, my diſtreſs is 
nearly as much as is ſupportable by human nature. 
Is there no poſſibility of my getting any ſleep? Oh! 


the pain, the inexpreſfible pain of my lungs.” P. 


J. telling him, that from appearances, there .was 
a-likelihood of his being very ſoon releaſed, per- 
haps within an hour or two, he replied, ** It:ſo, 
the Lord's name be bleſſed and praiſed-for ever ; 1 
had much rather it were ſo than otherwiſe ; for 
ſome time I perceived it haſtening faſt.” Afterwards 
he added, The defire of my heart is. the conſo- 
lation of eternity.” Inu a while. Hid to Send 
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Guard againſt right hand errors and left hand er- 
© rors ; let ſelf be of no reputation; truſt in the 
* Lord, and he will carry thee through all.” 


About five he appeared to be wreſtling with 
death; but ſtruggled little conſidering his remaining 
bodily ſtrength. Being aſked to take a little drink, 
he appeared quite ſenſible, and ſaid, Ves, yes— 
Took it, and continued without much ſtrugglin 
until about a quarter before ſeven, when he —. 
to the ſide of the bed, but ſoon returned to his 
former poſition, and drew his breath gently ſhorter 
and ſhorter, until ſeven o'clock, after which he 
breathed no more, but aſcended with joy to his 
heavenly manſion, and the glory of an incorrup- 
tible crown and inheritance with the ſaints in light. 
His remains were interred on firſt-day, 24th of the 
11th month 1793, in Friends burial ground at 
Ballitore. 


